Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 8

Executive Order 13275. That Order created
a Board of Inquiry to report on certain labor
disputes affecting the maritime industry of
the United States.

Today, I received the Board’s written re-
port in the matter. A copy of the report is
attached. In my opinion, this unresolved
labor dispute has resulted in a lock-out af-
fecting a substantial part of the maritime in-
dustry of the United States, an industry that
is engaged in trade, commerce, transpor-
tation (including the transportation of mili-
tary supplies), transmission, and communica-
tion among the several States and with for-
eign nations. This lock-out, if permitted to
continue, will imperil the national health and
safety.

Therefore, in order to eliminate this peril
and to secure the resumption of trade, com-
merce, transportation, transmission, and
communication among the several States and
with foreign nations, I direct you, pursuant
to the provisions of section 208 of the Act,
to petition in the name of the United States
in any District Court of the United States
having jurisdiction of the parties to enjoin
the lock-out (or its continuance) and for such
other relief as may in your judgment be ap-
propriate.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Proclamation 7605—Leif Erikson
Day, 2002

October 8, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson
and his crew journeyed across the Atlantic
seeking unknown lands. Their pioneering
spirit of courage, determination, and dis-
covery helped to open the world to new ex-
ploration and unprecedented development.
Each October, we join our friends in Iceland,
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland in
honoring this historic voyage and in cele-
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brating the strong transatlantic bonds that
exist between those countries and the United
States.

Our Nation is committed to promoting
prosperity and stability throughout Northern
Europe. Through the Northern Europe Ini-
tiative, we have partnered with other nations
in the region to enhance security and eco-
nomic growth in the Baltic region. This Ini-
tiative addresses concrete needs in six areas:
the environment; public health; law enforce-
ment and rule-of-law; civil society; energy;
and trade. Our Nation also supports the Eu-
ropean Union’s “Northern Dimension” strat-
egy, which aims to strengthen the integration
of Northwest Russia and the accession coun-
tries to the European Union. These impor-
tant efforts, along with the bilateral programs
of all Nordic countries, are helping to build
a brighter future for the entire region.

As we defend ourselves against terrorism,
we are grateful for the support of our coali-
tion partners around the world, including our
Nordic friends and allies. The goodwill dem-
onstrated by the people of this region has
reinforced our close ties and strengthened
our resolve to overcome the evil that is be-
fore us. As we celebrate Leif Erikson Day,
we recommit ourselves to a world of innova-
tion, prosperity, and opportunity.

To honor Leif Erikson, the brave son of
Iceland and grandson of Norway, and to rec-
ognize our Nation’s Nordic-American herit-
age, the Congress, by joint resolution (Public
Law 88-566) approved on September 2,
1964, has authorized and requested the
President to proclaim October 9 of each year
as “Leif Erikson Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2002, as Leif
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our
rich Nordic-American heritage.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2002]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 11.

Remarks at a Reception for
Hispanic Heritage Month

October 9, 2002

Bienvenidos. It is such an honor to have
you all here to the Casa Blanca, la casa de
todos que viven en esta pais. As the Surgeon
General mentioned, I'm just a temporary
resident—{laughter|—but es un gran honor
para mi familia de vivir aqui.

I want to thank you all for coming. His-
panic Heritage Month is an important month
for our country, particularly now that we're
at a time of war. You see, Hispanic Heritage
Month talks to the great diversity of our
country and the fact that our country is a
strong country because of our diversity.

And this particular month we welcome the
influence of the Hispano in our country. We
welcome the great values that our Hispanic
Americans bring to America, the values of
faith y familia. Part of our entrepreneurial
spirit is made stronger by the Hispanics who
live in America. We're really proud of this
heritage. We appreciate the hard work. We
appreciate the determination.

I love the stories of our Surgeon General,
the success stories of families who have
sought a better day and have worked hard,
and Americans have been able to reap the
benefit of the greatest country in the face
of the Earth. So welcome to the White
House. It’s an honor for me to welcome you
here.

Obviously, we're celebrating—one of the
things we celebrate in Hispanic Heritage
Month is the great talent of many Hispanos,
and we saw some great talent today. And I
want to thank Carlos Ponce for being the
emcee. Carlos, I'm going to be watching the
eBay auctions very carefully. [Laughter]
Times get tough. [Laughter]

I appreciate las Tejanas. 1 appreciate Jaci
Velasquez y tambien Jennifer Pena. They're
great talent. I'm proud to call them Texans.
We've got some great talent in our State, and
these are two of the best. And I really want
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to thank you all for coming. And make sure
you tell everybody at home I might have
changed addresses, but I haven't changed
homes. [Laughter]

And I also want to thank Gian Marco. Lis-
ten, if he’s the first Peruvian here, we might
as well have started with one of the best.
[Laughter] And I'm honored you're here,
Gian. Thank you for coming.

I want to thank Johnny Delgado from the
Baltimore Police Department for starting
this, for reciting the Pledge. Johnny rep-
resents many of our Hispanic Americans who
serve on the frontlines in the war against ter-
ror, our firefighters, our police officers, our
EMS teams. And I'm so honored, Johnny,
that you're here, and thanks for coming. On
behalf of a grateful nation, I want to thank
you and all the good folks who wear the uni-
form for the job you do.

I want to thank Senator Orrin Hatch for
coming. He’s a great friend of—he’s a good
buddy. I'm glad he’s here. I'm glad he’s in
the Senate. [Laughter] One of my jobs is to
put together an administration that is tal-
ented, an administration here to serve the
country, not themselves, an administration
that reflects the diversity of our country. And
I'm doing just that. Obviously, you met our
new Surgeon General, Rich Carmona. Rich
is a—he’s a piece of work. [Laughter] He'l
do a fabulous job in that incredibly important
position.

Gaddi Vasquez, who is Director of the
Peace Corps, is here. Gaddi, thank you for
coming. Hans Hertell is an Embajador de—
to the Dominican Republic, is with us today.
Hans is from Puerto Rico, a good friend of
mine.

There’s another Ambassador here who’s
not an American, but nevertheless he is the
Embajador de Mexico, our close friends,
Mexico. I appreciate Ambassador Bremer for
coming. I'm honored you're here.

Mira, y tambien un otro amigo de mio. He
is the Gobernador, the Governor of
Tamulipas, Tomas Yarrington. 1 appreciate
you coming, Gobernador. I don’t know if this
helps or hurts him, but he is a rising star
in Mexican politics. [Laughter] I've known
him, obviously when I was the Governor of
Texas and now as the President. He’s a good
fellow, and I'm proud to call him friend.



