Week Ending Friday, October 18, 2002

Proclamation 7608—National Cystic
Fibrosis Awareness Week, 2002

October 11, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Cystic fibrosis is one of the most common
fatal genetic diseases in the United States.
During this week, we renew our commitment
to fighting this deadly disease that affects an
estimated 30,000 American men, women,
and children.

Cystic fibrosis is a genetic disorder that can
be passed on directly from parents to chil-
dren. Millions of Americans are unknowing,
symptom-free carriers of the defective gene
that can cause this disease. When both par-
ents are carriers of the abnormal gene, their
children have a 1 in 4 chance of being born
with the disorder. Individuals who suffer
from cystic fibrosis experience frequent lung
infections and digestive problems caused by
cell disorders in the lining of the lungs, small
intestines, sweat glands, and pancreas.

Though there is as yet no known cure for
cystic fibrosis, scientists and researchers have
made great progress in understanding and
treating this disease. Thanks to these efforts,
the average life expectancy for people with
cystic fibrosis has increased significantly in
recent decades, and it is now approximately
30 years. In addition, advances in antibiotic
therapy and the management of lung and di-
gestive problems have improved the quality
of life for these individuals.

Recent genetic research may also accel-
erate the discovery of a cure. To help ad-
vance the work to end cystic fibrosis, my Ad-
ministration is dedicated to increasing Fed-
eral funding for medical research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Until cystic fibro-
sis is eliminated, we are hopeful that our re-
search efforts will continue to extend and im-

prove the quality of life of those stricken with
this grave disease.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 13
through October 19, 2002, as National Cystic
Fibrosis Awareness Week. I call upon all
Americans to observe this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 16, 2002]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 17. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7609—National School
Lunch Week, 2002

October 11, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The future success of our Nation depends
on our children’s healthy development. Since
1946, the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) has made important contributions to
the well-being of our school children. As part
of the NSLP, more than 96,000 schools and
residential childcare institutions serve more
than 27 million children each day. In addition
to providing young people with nutritious
meals, this program supports the academic
mission of our schools and helps to ensure
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