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plot. Confronting grave dangers is the surest 
path to peace and security. This is the expec-
tation of the American people and the deci-
sion of their elected representatives. 

I thank the Congress for a thorough debate 
and an overwhelming statement of support. 
The broad resolve of our Government is now 
clear to all, clear to everyone to see: We will 
defend our Nation and lead others in defend-
ing the peace. 

May God bless your work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and missing American pilot Lt. Comdr. Michael 
S. Speicher, USN. H.J. Res. 114, approved Octo-
ber 16, was assigned Public Law No. 107–243.

Statement on Signing the 
Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 
2002
October 16, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 114, 
a resolution ‘‘To authorize the use of United 
States Armed Forces against Iraq.’’ By pass-
ing H.J. Res. 114, the Congress has dem-
onstrated that the United States speaks with 
one voice on the threat to international peace 
and security posed by Iraq. It has also clearly 
communicated to the international commu-
nity, to the United Nations Security Council, 
and, above all, to Iraq’s tyrannical regime a 
powerful and important message: the days of 
Iraq flouting the will of the world, brutalizing 
its own people, and terrorizing its neighbors 
must—and will—end. Iraq will either comply 
with all U.N. resolutions, rid itself of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and in its support 
for terrorists, or it will be compelled to do 
so. I hope that Iraq will choose compliance 
and peace, and I believe passage of this reso-
lution makes that choice more likely. 

The debate over this resolution in the Con-
gress was in the finest traditions of American 
democracy. There is no social or political 
force greater than a free people united in 
a common and compelling objective. It is for 
that reason that I sought an additional resolu-
tion of support from the Congress to use 
force against Iraq, should force become nec-

essary. While I appreciate receiving that sup-
port, my request for it did not, and my sign-
ing this resolution does not, constitute any 
change in the long-standing positions of the 
executive branch on either the President’s 
constitutional authority to use force to deter, 
prevent, or respond to aggression or other 
threats to U.S. interests or on the constitu-
tionality of the War Powers Resolution. On 
the important question of the threat posed 
by Iraq, however, the views and goals of the 
Congress, as expressed in H.J. Res. 114 and 
previous congressional resolutions and enact-
ments, and those of the President are the 
same. 

Throughout the past months, I have had 
extensive consultations with the Congress, 
and I look forward to continuing close con-
sultation in the months ahead. In addition, 
in accordance with section 4 of H.J. Res. 114, 
I intend to submit written reports to the Con-
gress on matters relevant to this resolution 
every 60 days. To the extent possible, I in-
tend to consolidate information in these re-
ports with the information concerning Iraq 
submitted to the Congress pursuant to pre-
vious, related resolutions. 

The United States is committed to a world 
in which the people of all nations can live 
in freedom, peace, and security. Enactment 
of H.J. Res. 114 is an important step on the 
road toward such a world. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 16, 2002. 

NOTE: H.J. Res. 114, approved October 16, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–243.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 16, 2002

The President. So here’s what’s going to 
happen. I’m going to have an opening state-
ment; the Prime Minister will make an open-
ing statement. I will call on a person; he will 
call—the Press Secretary will call on a per-
son. I will call another; he will. And that’s 
it—two questions a side. 
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It’s my honor to welcome the Prime Min-
ister of our close friend to—back to the 
White House. We’ve just had a good discus-
sion about peace and security, about pros-
perity. I first want to say that I understand 
that—what terror has done to economy. Ter-
ror has affected our economy. Terror has af-
fected the Israeli economy, but we’ve got 
great confidence in the Israeli economy. 
We’ve got great confidence in the Israeli peo-
ple. The greatest asset Israel has is the brain-
power and ingenuity of her people. And I’m 
convinced that the economy will be strong. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that the 
Prime Minister is committed to working with 
his Cabinet to move some of the Palestinian 
money to the Palestinian people, that he 
cares about the human condition of the Pal-
estinians, and that under a monitoring system 
to make sure that the money being sent back 
to the Palestinian people will not be used 
for terrorist activities, that he is willing to 
work with his Cabinet to do just that. I be-
lieve that’s important. 

We talked about the framework for peace, 
the idea of working toward peace, the idea 
of two states living side by side in peace as 
a part of our vision. And to this end, Bill 
Burns, Ambassador from the State Depart-
ment, is going back to the Middle East to 
continue to work on the process, continue 
to work toward achieving concrete, real, ob-
jective, and measurable reforms, so that 
there’s a peaceful future for the region. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thanks for coming. 
It’s good to welcome you. I appreciate you 
being here. 

Prime Minister Sharon. I would like to 
thank you, Mr. President, for having us again 
here. I would like to express our deep appre-
ciation to your leadership facing the world 
terror. We regard terror as the most dan-
gerous thing, and seeing the terror spread 
now, seeing that your leadership—under 
your leadership the world will be able to face 
the terror and contain terror and stop terror. 

We have been facing terror for over 120 
years, and we still face terror. But we believe 
the day will come, and I hope it will be soon, 
that we’ll be able to start peace negotiations. 
I believe that Jews and Arabs will be able 
to live together. And we, on one hand, are 
taking all the necessary steps against terror. 

And we will continue to defend our citizens. 
In the same time, we’ll take all the necessary 
steps to move forward the political process. 
And I believe the day will come, and we’ll 
have peace. 

We discussed—we had interesting discus-
sions here, very important. I would like to 
thank you, Mr. President, for the friendship 
and cooperation. And as far as I remember, 
as we look back towards many years now, 
I think that we never had such relations with 
any President of the United States as we have 
with you, and we never had such cooperation 
in everything as we have with the current 
administration. I would like to thank you for 
that, and we are looking forward for better 
future for all of us. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 
Barry [Barry Schweid] of AP. 

Situation in Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, are you asking the Prime 
Minister, have you asked the Prime Minister 
not to respond if Iraq attacks? And Mr. 
Prime Minister, have you any concrete offers 
of help from the administration to reduce the 
risk of an Iraqi attack? 

The President. Well, first of all, I have 
told the Prime Minister that my hope is, is 
that we could achieve a disarmament of the 
Iraqi regime peacefully. I haven’t given up 
on the fact that we can achieve it peacefully. 
We have no plans to use our military until—
unless we need to. I explained to the Prime 
Minister, just like I explain to every citizen 
who is interested in this, the military is my 
last choice, not my first choice. 

So we talked about the desire to—for the 
U.N. Security Council to be strong and for 
the nations that care about peace to see that 
Saddam is disarmed. And he’s got to disarm 
himself. That’s what we talked about. 

Q. If I could ask for the Prime Minister’s 
response, please. 

The President. He’s trying to do the two 
question thing. [Laughter] 

Q. Two leaders, two questions. 
The President. Wait a minute, Barry. He’s 

an old pro. 
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Possible Iraqi Attack on Israel 
Q. Mr. President, I would like to complete 

my colleague’s question. If an Iraqi missile 
lands in Tel Aviv, killing tens of people——

The President. You mean an unprovoked 
attack—if tomorrow an Iraqi missile lands? 

Q. Theoretically, and it can be practically. 
The President. If Iraq were to attack 

Israel tomorrow, I’m sure there would be an 
appropriate response. 

Q. How should Israel respond? How 
should you respond——

The President. If Iraq attacks Israel to-
morrow, I would assume the Prime Minister 
would respond. He’s got—he’s got a desire 
to defend himself. 

Our hope is that the Iraqi regime will dis-
arm peacefully. But I can’t—maybe—maybe 
Saddam will attack tomorrow. He’s certainly 
a dangerous man. And he’s got to understand 
that the international community won’t tol-
erate an unprovoked attack on Israel or any-
body else, for that matter. Of course, he’s 
done it in the past. That’s what I’ve explained 
to the American people. He’s attacked two 
nations. He’s gassed his own people. He’s a 
dangerous man. That’s why he must be dis-
armed, and that’s why the international com-
munity must work to disarm him. 

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

U.N. Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. It’s been more than a 

month since you said you expected the 
United Nations to act in days or weeks on 
a new Iraq resolution. How much longer are 
you prepared to wait, and why aren’t you los-
ing patience? 

The President. Because I’m a patient 
man. [Laughter] My mother and wife think 
that’s hysterical when I say that, of course. 
[Laughter] 

Let’s see, because it takes a while to get 
things done in the U.N., I guess is the an-
swer. I mean, we will—I’ve made the com-
mitment to go to the U.N.; I’ve asked the 
U.N. to act. We have got to deal with mem-
bers of the Security Council. There are dif-
fering opinions on members of the Security 
Council. And we’ve got to work hard to reach 
a consensus, a resolution that will, on the one 
hand, do everything it can to disarm Saddam 
Hussein and also has got the capacity for 

there to be consequences should he not dis-
arm. And therefore, we’re working closely 
with the Perm Five as well as others on the 
Security Council to reach this resolution. 

I am a patient man. I think it’s important. 
I made the decision to go to the U.N., and 
therefore, we’re willing to work with the 
U.N. If the U.N. can’t act, however, if they’re 
unable to act, if once again after 11 years 
and 16 resolutions they cannot bring them-
selves together to disarm Saddam Hussein, 
then we will lead a coalition to do just that. 
But in the meantime, we’re giving the U.N. 
time to listen to the arguments and to, hope-
fully, come together soon to get a resolution 
which will achieve the objectives. 

Q. Mr. President——
The President. Yes. The Prime Minister 

is looking for a question or two. [Laughter] 
Q. If you will allow me, I will ask him 

about——
The President. No, I’m sorry, strict guide-

lines. We must be disciplined. 

Possible Terrorist Attacks on Israel 
Q. Mr. President, the Hezbollah is threat-

ening to escalate the situation in the Israeli 
northern border, and Israel has intelligence 
information that Palestinian terror organiza-
tions are also planning to escalate and have 
more terror attacks because the United 
States might attack Iraq to disarm Saddam 
Hussein. Is there any limitations on Israel 
to defend itself? Did you ask the Prime Min-
ister not to do certain—not to take certain 
measures if he’s attacked by Hezbollah or by 
the terror organizations, the Palestinian ter-
ror organizations? 

The President. We certainly want to work 
with Israel, and we’ll make it clear to 
Hezbollah, nations housing Hezbollah, 
whether in the context of Iraq or not, we 
expect there to be no attacks. This is terrorist 
activity, and we will fight terror wherever ter-
ror exists. 

I find it—the doctrine that says ‘‘if you har-
bor a terrorist’’ still exists. And we expect—
again, apart from Iraq, we expect Hezbollah 
not to attack our friend. And so we will work 
with Israel and work with other nations, mak-
ing it clear to them our position on harboring 
terrorist activities. 

Thank you all. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:24 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs William J. Burns; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and Israel 
October 16, 2002

As part of the effort to further Palestinian 
reform, the President of the United States 
and the Prime Minister of Israel agreed that 
the Government of Israel would consider fa-
vorably the gradual return and scheduled 
transfer of all PA tax funds collected by Israel 
on the unequivocal condition that there 
would be full U.S.-led monitoring to ensure 
that these funds will only be used for the 
economic and civil activities of the Pales-
tinian community and to prevent the use of 
these funds for terrorist activity of any kind. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Election Reform Legislation 
October 16, 2002

The right to vote is the foundation of our 
democracy. I commend the House and Sen-
ate for passing legislation to improve our 
election process. The legislation is consistent 
with the principles outlined by the bipartisan 
Ford-Carter Commission that respect the 
primacy of State and local governments and 
envision a limited but responsible role for 
the Federal Government. I look forward to 
signing these important election reforms into 
law.

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Defense Appropriations 
Legislation 
October 16, 2002

I commend the House and Senate for re-
sponding to my call to pass the defense ap-
propriations bill. This defense budget will 
provide our troops with the best pay, the best 

equipment, and the best possible training. It 
also sends an important signal that we are 
committed to defending freedom and defeat-
ing terror. The Congress acted responsibly 
in passing the defense appropriations bill 
first, and I look forward to signing it.

Memorandum on FY 2003 Refugee 
Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status 
October 16, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2003–02

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY 
2003 Refugee Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 70,000 refugees 
to the United States during FY 2003 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest; provided, however, 
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2003 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian 
immigrant admissions program, as provided 
below. 

The 70,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number allo-
cated to the East Asia region shall include 
persons admitted to the United States during 
FY 2003 with Federal refugee resettlement 
assistance under section 584 of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act of 1988, as con-
tained in section 101(e) of Public Law 100–
202 (Amerasian immigrants and their family 
members); provided further that the number 
allocated to the former Soviet Union shall 
include persons admitted who were nationals 


