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go unfulfilled, the Federal courts will be un-
able to act in a timely manner to enforce
the criminal laws, the environmental laws,
and the civil right laws that affect the lives
of every American.

The judicial crisis is the result of a broken
system, and we have a duty to repair it. I
want to work with the Senate to fashion a
new approach to filling Federal court vacan-
cies, a bipartisan approach that would apply
now and in the future. This week, I have of-
fered four proposals to break the logjam in
Washington and bring the Federal courts to
full strength.

First, I call on Federal judges to notify the
President of their intention to retire at least
a year in advance, whenever possible. Be-
cause the nomination and confirmation of a
Federal judge is a lengthy process, judges
who retire without advance notice can unin-
tentionally create a judicial vacancy for many
months.

Second, I propose that Presidents submit
a nomination to the Senate within 180 days
of receiving notice of a Federal court vacancy
or intended retirement. This will continue
but speed up the process of obtaining rec-
ommendations and evaluations from home-
State Senators and others, while leaving
ample time for Presidents to choose nomi-
nees of the highest quality.

Third, I called on the Senate Judiciary
Committee to commit to holding a hearing
within 90 days of receiving a nomination. A
firm deadline is the best way to ensure that
judicial nominees are promptly considered.
And 90 days is more than enough time for
the committee to conduct necessary research
before holding a hearing, as Democrat Sen-
ators have recognized in the past.

Finally, I called on the full Senate to com-
mit to an up-or-down floor vote on each
nominee no later than 180 days after the
nomination is submitted. This is a very gen-
erous period of time that will allow all Sen-
ators to evaluate nominees and have their
votes counted.

My proposals are fair to all parties and
would apply regardless of who is President
or which party controls the Senate.

The current state of affairs is not merely
another round of political wrangling. It is a
disturbing failure to meet a responsibility
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under the Constitution, and it is harming the
administration of justice in America. Our
country deserves better. The process can
work better, and we can make it better. The
Constitution has given us a shared duty, and
we must meet that duty together.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 3:52 p.m. on
November 1 at the Seelbach Hilton Hotel in Lou-
isville, KY, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Novem-
ber 2. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 1 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks in Atlanta, Georgia

November 2, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you all. Glad I came. So you're prob-
ably wondering what Sonny—I mean, what
Saxby said. He said, “Keep it short. The Bull-
dogs are playing.”

Really what he was saying is, “It’s time to
quit the sermons and start passing the plate.”
That means it’s time to turn out the vote.
I'm here in the great State of Georgia be-
cause I want all the citizens of this State to
understand that we have a responsibility, as
Americans in a land of freedom, to vote. See,
we have a responsibility. If you believe in
democracy, if you love freedom, then you
have a responsibility to go to the polls next
Tuesday. And I'm not talking about just a
handful of Georgia citizens, I mean every-
body. Republicans and Democrats and peo-
ple who could care less about political parties
need to do their duty.

But when you get inside that box, I've got
some suggestions: For the good of Georgia
and for the good of the country, Saxby
Chambliss needs to be the U.S. Senator. For
the good of the 11th, Phil Gingrey needs to
be the U.S. Congressman. And for the good
of the schoolchildren of Georgia and the tax-
payers of Georgia, Sonny Perdue ought to
be the next Governor.

I appreciate Sonny, I appreciate him bein
straightforward, down to earth, tells it like
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it is. That's why he’s going to be a fine Gov-
ernor. I appreciate the fact that he set edu-
cation as a priority. That's why he’s going to
be a fine Governor. I appreciate the fact that
he has actually met a payroll before. [Laugh-
ter] That's why he’s going to be a fine Gov-
ernor.

No, I appreciate Sonny being here. And
I appreciate the members of the mighty
Georgia congressional delegation for being
here as well, Mac Collins and Johnny Isakson
and John Linder and Bob Barr. I appreciate
their friendship, and I appreciate their serv-
ice to our country.

I want to thank all the candidates who are
here. T want to thank the grassroots activists
who have come. And I want to thank you
for accepting the fact that you drew the short
straw today. Laura is in another State.
[Laughter]

Audience members. [Inaudible]

The President. I understand. Yes, she was
here yesterday; he’s right. You got stuck with
me. But I can’t tell you how proud I am of
her. She is a big backer of Saxby and Sonny,
everybody else running here in Georgia. She
understands good government. How you get
good government is you put good people in
place. She sends her best. She sends her love.
And I'm telling you, she’s doing a great job
as the First Lady of America.

I want to thank the grassroots activists who
have worked so hard in the past for what
you're about to do. Today and tomorrow and
Monday and Tuesday, you need to do every-
thing you can to turn out the vote. You need
to go to your coffee shops and tell people
they've got to vote and talk up these good
candidates. You need to go to your houses
of worship, remind people they have an obli-
gation to vote.

And don’t be afraid of taking this message
to discerning Democrats. They want good
government. They want the best candidates.
And when they hear of the stories of these
three candidates up there, they're going to
support them. And don’t be afraid of taking
your message to independents. Take the
message, work hard, turn out the vote, and
when you do, we’ll realize victory on Novem-
ber the 5th.

And there are reasons why, and there are
important reasons why these good candidates
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need to win. We've got some hurdles to cross
here in America. We've got some big chal-
lenges ahead of us. One of the biggest chal-
lenges we have is the fact that our economy
is just kind of bumping along. It's not as
strong as it should be. There are people look-
ing for work, and they can’t find a job, which
means we've got a problem. People want to
put food on the table, and they’re unable to
find work, which means we’ve got to have
people in the Senate and in the United States
Congress who understand the role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth but to create
an environment in which the small business
can grow to be a big business.

Here’s the page of the textbook we read
from—the economics textbook, that is. We
strongly believe that if you let a person keep
more of their own money, theyre likely to
demand a good or a service. And when they
demand a good or a service, somebody is
likely to produce the good or a service. And
when somebody produces that good or a
service, somebody in Georgia and around
America is more likely to find work. The best
way to make sure people can find work is
to let people keep more of their own money.
And the best way to do that is to make the
tax cuts permanent.

The thing I like about Saxby and about
Phil is they understand up in Washington
were not spending the Government’s
money. We're not giving you back the Gov-
ernment’s money. It’s the people’s money.

No, there are some things we can do to
work together to make the job base increase.
We need to have us a terrorism insurance
bill. That bill says that terrorists attack, we
understand, we need the Government to un-
derwrite insurance so that big construction
projects can get going forward, so our hard-
hats can get back to work, so those hard-
working Americans all across the country are
able to put food on the table. I look forward
to working with them and the Congress to
get a good bill out, one by the way that re-
wards the hardhats and not America’s trial
lawyers.

So long as this economy is bumping along
and so long as people can't find work, you've
just got to know we're going to be doing ev-
erything we can to create jobs. And I need
people up in the United States Congress who
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will work with me to do just that. And the
two best people to do just that is Saxby
Chambliss for the Senate and Phil Gingrey
for the United States House of Representa-
tives.

We need people up there—we can work
together to make sure our education system
is strong. I want to thank Saxby for his strong
support, unwavering support for an edu-
cation bill which is going to really help the
schoolchildren of the State of Georgia. He,
along with the other Members up here on
the stage, worked with me to get $1.2 billion
of Federal money for the schools of Georgia.
That’s a good sum of money for the people
of Georgia.

But for the first time, we've got a new
frame of mind when it comes to children,
a frame of mind which shows that Saxby is
an optimistic person about our future. See,
it says, every child can learn. That’s what we
believe. Every child can learn. We believe
in high standards and high expectations. We
believe strongly in challenging what I call the
soft bigotry of low expectations. We under-
stand if you lower the bar, you're going to
get lousy results.

In that bill we also understand that the
people who care more about the children in
Georgia are Georgian citizens, not bureau-
crats in Washington, DC, so we passed power
out of Washington. We believe in local con-
trol of schools.

But also in this bill, we finally started ask-
ing the question, when we spend that $1.2
billion here, are we getting our money’s
worth? If you believe every child can learn,
then you want to know if every child is learn-
ing. If you believe every child can read, then
you want to know. And that’s why for the
first time in our Nation’s history, we're seeing
a return for this money: “Why don’t you show
us. Show us whether or not the children are
learning to read and write and add and sub-
tract.” And when we see they are, I promise
you, we'll praise the teachers. And for those
of you who are teachers out there, thank you
for being involved in such a noble, important
profession.

But it’s also important to understand that
if things aren’t working, when we find chil-
dren trapped in schools which won't teach
and won’t change, it’s important to have peo-
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ple elected who are willing to challenge the
status quo. No child, not one single child,
should be left behind in the State of Georgia.
I appreciate Saxby’s strong support for the
education bill and his clear vision for how
to improve education for every child, not just
a few but for every single child who lives
in the great State of Georgia.

I also look forward to working with Saxby
and Phil on the health issue. We've got a
problem in health. One of the problems is,
there’s too many junk lawsuits, too many friv-
olous lawsuits which make it hard for people
to have access to the courts. If you've got
junk lawsuits clogging up the courts, you
can’t get access to the courts. But as impor-
tantly, these frivolous lawsuits are running up
the cost of medicine, and they're driving doc-
tors out of the practice of medicine, which
makes it harder for people to be able to be
able to find a professional help they need.
For the sake of good health care, for the sake
of affordable and accessible health care, we
need medical liability reform at the Federal
level.

And we need a Medicare system which
works. Medicine is modern; it's evolving.
Technology is changing medicine. New dis-
coveries are changing medicine. But Medi-
care is not changing. It's stuck in the past.
For the sake of fulfilling our promises to our
seniors, we need a Medicare system which
is modernized, and that means prescription
drugs for every senior in America. And Saxby
Chambliss and Phil Gingrey will help me de-
liver that promise to the seniors.

There’s one other—a lot of issues that are
going to be important, and I need an ally
there in the Senate. Saxby is an ally. Make
no mistake about it, in this race, if you're
interested in sending an ally to the President,
that ally is Saxby Chambliss. It doesn’t matter
what theyre putting on the TV screens. I
know the definition of ally.

I need an ally in the Senate on judges.
We've got a problem with our Federal
judges. The Senate has done a lousy job in
confirming my judges. They have done such
a lousy job that there are too many vacancies
around the country. Vacancies on the Fed-
eral benches mean people are denied justice,
and that’s not right. Part of the problem is,
there’s just too much bickering, too much
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ugly politics. Part of the problem is, they
don’t like the nature of the people I'm nomi-
nating. See, the kind of people I've put up
there are honest, honorable people, who will
not use the bench from which to legislate
but will use the bench from which to strictly
interpret the Constitution. If the people of
Georgia are interested in a sound judiciary,
they need to send Saxby Chambliss to the
United States Senate.

There’s a lot of issues we’ll work on to-
gether, but no bigger issue than protecting
the American people from attack. That’s still
an issue because there’s still an enemy lurk-
ing around which hates America, and they
hate us for what we love. We love freedom,
and we’re not changing. We love the fact that
people can worship an almighty God freely
in America. We love every aspect about free-
dom. And as long as we hold freedom dear,
there’s an enemy lurking around out there
which will try to cause further harm on the
American people. That’s just the way it is.
That’s the clear reality we face.

So we have an awesome responsibility to
do everything we can to protect you. You
need to know there’s a lot of really good peo-
ple at the Federal, State, and local level
working hard to protect you, running down
every hint, every idea. Anytime we get a
whisper that somebody is thinking about
doing something or talking about doing
something to the American people, we're
moving on it; we're disrupting; we’re deny-
ing. We understand the stakes.

But we can do a better job of protecting
the American people. We can do a better
job by creating a Department of Homeland
Security, one which needs to be set up cor-
rectly so that it can function properly on be-
half of the American people. As I was begin-
ning to set up the Department of Homeland
Security I knew one person I could turn to
for good advice, somebody whose judgment
I could trust, somebody from the State of
Georgia who has a good vision, somebody
who was put in a position as the chairman
of the House Subcommittee on Terrorism
and Homeland Security, and that person I
turned to advice was Saxby Chambliss.

And we got a good bill out of the House
of Representatives, but they can’t get it out
of the Senate. It’s stuck in the Senate. Here
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we are with a threat to the United States
people, and we can’t get us a homeland secu-
rity bill. And the reason why is, some in the
Senate wanted to extract too high a price
from this President and future Presidents.
They asked me to give up a power Presidents
have had for 40 years, since John Kennedy
was the President, and that is the ability to
suspend collective bargaining rules in any
Department in the Federal Government
when national security is at stake.

In other words, I need to be able to sus-
pend rules that prevents us from doing every-
thing in our power to protect you. If some
of the Senators had their way, these rules
would apply to the Department of Agri-
culture but not to the Homeland Security
Department. These rules would be okay for
a Department that deals with farmers but not
with a Department dealing with your na-
tional security. I need to have the ability to
put the right people at the right place at the
right time to protect the American people,
and Saxby Chambliss understands that.

I sure would like to have a Senator
Chambliss. I wouldn’t have to be worried
about his vote. I wouldn’t have to be worried
about him being captured by special interests
in Washington, DC. The only interest he has
in mind is the interest I have in mind, which
is the protection of the American people.

And the best way to protect the American
people is to chase these killers down, one
at a time, and bring them to justice, which
is what we’re going to do. Therapy isn’t going
to work on them. [Laughter]

I asked the Congress to join me in passing
the largest increase in defense spending since
Ronald Reagan was the President, and they
did. And it sends two messages, two messages
I want to share with you today. One, any time
we put our troops into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and the
best possible equipment. And secondly,
we're in this deal for the long haul. That in-
crease in defense spending should say to
friend and foe alike, there’s no quit in the
American people. When it comes to the de-
fense of our freedom, there’s no artificial
time; there’s no calendar on my desk that
says, well, time’s up. Time isn’t up until the
United States is secure and we have done
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our duty to future generations of Americans
by defeating the agents of terror.

This is a different kind of war. In the old
days you used to say, “Well, you destroyed
so many tanks or airplanes. We're making
progress.” That’s not the way this war is con-
ducted. They don’t have tanks. They've got
caves, and they've got suiciders. And they're
willing to send youngsters to their suicidal
death. These people hijacked a great religion
to murder in the name of that religion.

So we've just got to hunt them down.
There’s no cave dark enough, deep enough.
There’s no corner of the world shady enough
for the long arm of justice of the United
States and our friends and allies. You've got
to understand, the doctrine that which says,
“Either you're with us or with the enemy,”
it still stands. Slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling them. We've got them on the run,
and we're going to keep them on the run.

This is a different kind of world we live
in. September the 11th, 2001 changed the
stakes, and it’s important for all of us in
America to understand that. It's important
for us to see the world the way it is, not the
way we hope it would be. It used to be that
oceans could protect us from threats, that
two vast oceans could protect the American
people from a threat which was gathering
abroad. And we really had the luxury, if you
think about it, for picking and choosing if
we were to be involved or not. September
11th changed that. All of a sudden, the bat-
tlefield is here at home. And therefore, we
must deal with each threat seriously. We
must see threats as they are.

And that’s why I brought up the cause to
Congress and the American people and the
international community to fully debate the
issue of Saddam Hussein. He’s a threat to
America. He’s a threat to our close friends
and allies. He’s a man who has said he
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction,
but he’s got them. He’s a man who at one
time, we know for certain, was close to having
a nuclear weapon. We don’t know how close
he is today, because he shut down his coun-
try. You know, not only does he have weap-
ons of mass destruction, but incredibly
enough, he has used weapons of mass de-
struction. And he’s used weapons of mass de-
struction not only against people in his neigh-
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borhood, but he’s used them against his own
people.

He hates America. He can’t stand what we
stand for. He’s had connections with shadowy
terrorist networks like Al Qaida. He would
like nothing more than to use an Al Qaida-
type network, if not Al Qaida itself, to be
the advanced army to utilize his training and
his arsenal of weapons of mass destruction
on his most hated enemy, the American peo-
ple.

Therefore, I felt it was important for us
to understand the nature of the threat, to
realize the changing circumstances of the
American vulnerability requires us to be
steadfast and strong when it comes to dealing
with potential threats to the American peo-
ple. It’s my most important job.

I went to the United Nations because I
wanted to make it clear to the United Nations
that, one, we want them to succeed; we want
them to be an effective organization in help-
ing us keep the peace; we want them to have
backbone. We want them to have the capac-
ity to say to somebody who 16 times has de-
fied resolution after resolution after resolu-
tion, “Enough is enough.”

The message to that august body is: Be
effective; be the United Nations, not the
League of Nations. The Congress spoke with
one voice, and here’s what we said to the
world: If the United Nations does not have
the backbone to disarm Saddam Hussein like
they said he should do, and if Saddam Hus-
sein will not disarm like he said he would,
for the sake of peace, for the sake of freedom,
for the sake of a secure future, the United
States will lead a coalition to disarm Saddam
Hussein.

We have an obligation, all of us elected
to office have an obligation to protect the
American people. But you know what I be-
lieve? I believe out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come some great good, be-
cause we're a great country. I can’t imagine
what was going through the minds of the
enemy when they hit us. They probably as-
sumed that materialism was the national reli-
gion, that we were so materialistic, that we
were self-absorbed and selfish that after the
attacks America would take a step back and
maybe file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter]
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They don’t understand the country like we
do. I believe that by being steadfast and
strong, by remembering that this Nation
never conquers but we liberate, by remem-
bering that example of Afghanistan when our
troops went in to liberate people—that young
girls for the first time went to school, thanks
to the United States and our friends and al-
lies—by being diligent in our pursuit of ter-
ror, the pursuit of the terrorists, and remem-
bering that freedom is not an American gift
to the world, it is God-given, holding those
values dear, that we can achieve peace, that
we can achieve peace not only for America
and Americans, but we can achieve peace in
parts of the world which have quit on peace.

No, I believe out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come a peaceful world. And
I know out of the evil done here at home
can come a better world for all Americans.
Anytime anybody hurts, we all hurt. And
we've got to remember, amongst the plenty,
there are pockets of despair and loneliness.
Some communities, you say, “American
Dream,” and people go, “What the heck are
you talking about—American Dream—I
don’t understand that.”

And therefore, we must do everything we
can at the Government level to pass laws nec-
essary to help people help themselves, to
make society work better. I talked about
some today, education and health. But we've
got to remember that Government can pass
out money, but it can’t put hope in people’s
hearts. It can’t put a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. It can’t heal the hurt that we find
in many of our neighborhoods.

A better America happens when we save
souls, one person at a time. And that happens
when an American puts their arm around
somebody who needs help, and says, “T love
you. What can I do to help you?” If you want
to fight evil, love your neighbor just like
you'd like to be loved yourselves.

No, the spirit of America is strong. It's
alive, and it’s well. The spirit talks about mak-
ing sure that democracy flourishes by going
to do your duty. It talks about the willingness
to defend freedom, no matter the cost. It also
talks about serving something greater than
yourself to make America the greatest coun-
try it can possibly be.
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Today I met Frances Grove, of the Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America. She came out
to Air Force One to say hello, probably be-
cause she’s a part of my mother’s army to
fight illiteracy. But nevertheless, she’s an ex-
ample of what I'm talking about. See, each
of us can make a difference to make sure
that the evil done to America is—doesn’t
stand. Each of us can help, by helping people
in need. It doesn’t matter whether you work
with Frances Grove or mentor a child or run
a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop. It doesn’t
matter whether you feed the homeless or
make sure people who are—people are—
people who have hurt find love. That’s what
matters in life, and that’s what’s happening.

Perhaps the most vivid example of the
strength of the American spirit, of what I'm
talking about, took place on Flight 93. You
remember that horrible day, when the peo-
ple were flying across the country. They
learned the plane they were on was going
to be used as a weapon. They told their loved
ones goodbye. History will show they said a
prayer. One guy said, “Let’s roll.” They took
the plane into the ground to serve something
greater than themselves. They represented
the absolute strength of the American spirit.

I'm going to tell you this: Out of the evil
done to America is going to come some in-
credible good. T can say that with certainty.
It's going to be a peaceful world, a better
world. I say it with certainty because I under-
stand the American spirit is alive and well.
And T also understand that this country is
the greatest country, full of the finest, most
decent, compassionate people on the face of
the Earth.

I want to thank you for being a part of
this great country. Thank you for doing your
duty. May God bless you, and may God bless
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at the
Cobb Galleria Centre. In his remarks, he referred
to gubernatorial candidate Sonny Perdue; senato-
rial candidate Saxby Chambliss; Phil Gingrey, can-
didate for Georgia’s 11th Congressional District;
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
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Thank you all. You all go ahead and be
seated. So Saxby says to me, he says, “Thanks
for coming. Thanks for speaking, but don’t
go on too long. There’s a football game on
pretty soon.”

I want to thank you all for coming today.
I'm here to remind you and our fellow citi-
zens from Georgia and America that we have
a duty. If you love freedom like I know you
do, you have a duty to vote. If you're inter-
ested in making sure democracy is strong,
you have a duty and an obligation as an
American to go to the polls. And I'm not just
talking about those who call themselves Re-
publicans or Democrats. I'm talking about
citizens who could care less about political
parties. We all have a responsibility.

But I've got some suggestions for you
when you get inside the box. [Laughter]
What's best for Georgia and what is best for
America is to send Saxby Chambliss to the
U.S. Senate. What's best for Georgia and
what’s best for this district—put Max Burns
in the U.S. Congress. And what is best for
the State of Georgia, for your budget, for
your public schools, is to put Sonny Perdue
in as Governor of the State of Georgia.

Sonny is a down-to-earth fellow. You don’t
have to worry about him getting any fancy
airs when he becomes your Governor. He’s
a fellow who’s met a payroll. It seems to
make sense to me to have somebody as Gov-
ernor who knows what it’s like to meet a pay-
roll, particularly if you're interested about
people finding jobs. He’s a person that un-
derstands the importance of infrastructure in
Georgia, not only infrastructure for the big
cities but roads for those of you who live in
rural and smalltown Georgia. He’s a man
who understands the most important priority
for a State is the education of our children.
There’s no doubt in my mind Sonny Perdue
is going to make a great Governor for the
people of Georgia.

I appreciate the members of the congres-
sional delegation who are here. Charlie Nor-
wood is here with us today, and Charlie,
thank you for your leadership and your
friendship. And Congressman Jack Kingston
is with us as well. I met Jack’s mother at
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the airport. She was down there at the foot
of the stairs just as I came off the plane here.
And T said, “Well, is Jack listening to you?”
She said, “About half the time”—[laugh-
ter]—kind of like me and my mother.
[Laughter]

Speaking about females with the last name
of Bush, you drew the short straw today. See,
I wasn’t Saxby’s first choice. He wanted
Laura to be here, but she sends her best.
She sends her best to the people of Georgia.
Like me, she’s urging you to go to the polls.
Like me, she knows what’s best for Georgia
is that Saxby become the United States Sen-
ator. She’s out there campaigning today.
She’s campaigning hard. T believe she’s in
Minnesota, and I know I'm going to meet
her tomorrow in South Dakota.

It’s pretty ironic that she is the lead cam-
paigner for my family. After all, when I mar-
ried her, she was a public school librarian.
That in itself doesn’t say much, except the
truth is, she didn’t like politics, and she cer-
tainly didn’t like politicians. But thankfully,
she said yes when I asked her to marry me.
And the American people now know why I
did. She’s calm and steady during crisis. She’s
got a fabulous smile, a great heart. She’s got
a vision where every child can learn to read
in America. And she’s doing a wonderful job
as our First Lady.

I'm here as well because I want to make
sure that Denny Hastert remains the Speaker
of the House of Representatives. It’s in our—
and so, therefore, I'm a strong supporter of
Max Burns, and I urge you to support Max
come Tuesday. He'll make you a fine United
States Congressman. He’s a proven leader,
and he spent 20 years of his life in the class-
room. That makes a lot of sense to have
somebody in the Congress who's had the
practical experience of being a teacher. I bet
there’s some good teachers here today.
Teaching is a noble profession. It’s an impor-
tant profession. Why don’t you send yourself
a teacher up to Washington, DC, to rep-
resent you in the United States Congress.

We've got another fellow here who’s seek-
ing the vote that I hope wins, and that’s
Calder Clay. Calder Clay is running a good
campaign, and if you're living in his district,
give him all your support.



