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were never let to the floor for a vote. But—
so, I hope that judiciary committee will let 
their names out and they get a fair hearing. 

I thought you were going to talk about the 
Texas elections. But that’s okay. [Laughter] 

April [April Ryan, American Urban Radio 
Networks], last question. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you. 

Ryan Tyler James 
The President. How’s your child, April? 
Q. She’s wonderful. 
The President. Georgia W? [Laughter] 
Q. My husband is watching, and the name 

is Ryan Tyler James. [Laughter]. 
The President. You might as well turn to 

the camera when you say that. [Laughter] 

Haitian Immigrants/Immigration Policy 
Q. Well, Mr. President, some critics con-

tend there is a racial disparity in how immi-
grants are handled here, and speaking of the 
Haitians versus immigrants, the other immi-
grants. Do you support the current law on 
the books about Haiti, and why, either way? 

The President. April, first of all, the immi-
gration laws ought to be the same for Hai-
tians and everybody else, except for Cubans. 
And the difference, of course, is that we don’t 
send people back to Cuba because they’re 
going to be persecuted. And that’s why we’ve 
got the special law on the books as regards 
to Cubans. But Haitians and everybody else 
ought to be treated the same way. And we’re 
in the process of making sure that happens. 

It’s been an enjoyable experience. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
2 p.m. in Presidential Hall in the Dwight D. Ei-
senhower Executive Office Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; President Jacques Chirac of France; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia; President Jiang 
Zemin of China; William Webster, Director, Secu-
rity Review Commission; Norm Coleman, Sen-
ator-elect from Minnesota; and Representative 
John R. Thune, defeated senatorial candidate 
from South Dakota. The President also referred 
to Texas Supreme Court Justice Priscilla Owen 
and Judge Charles W. Pickering, Sr., whose nomi-
nations to be U.S. Circuit Judges for the Fifth 
Circuit failed when the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee refused to send them forward for a vote 
by the Senate.

Statement on Signing the 
Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 
2002 
November 7, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4685, 
a bill to amend title 31, United States Code, 
to expand the types of Federal agencies that 
are required to prepare audited financial 
statements. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
terms ‘‘agency,’’ ‘‘executive agency,’’ and 
‘‘covered executive agency’’ as used in the 
legislation in a manner consistent with the 
separation of powers principles recognized 
by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1992 in Frank-
lin v. Massachusetts; the principle of con-
struction relating to section 552 of title 5 set 
forth by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit in 1993 in 
Meyer v. Bush; and the principle of construc-
tion relating to section 112 of title 3 set forth 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit in 1995 in Haddon v. 
Walters.

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 7, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 4685, approved November 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–289.

Statement on Signing the 
Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 
2002 
November 7, 2002

Earlier today I signed into law H.R. 4685, 
the Accountability for Tax Dollars Act. I was 
pleased to sign this legislation, and I thank 
Congressman Pat Toomey for his hard work 
on this bill. 

The American people deserve an efficient 
Government. Requiring agencies to provide 
accurate financial information helps ensure 
their accountability. 

NOTE: H.R. 4685, approved November 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–289.
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Remarks at an Iftaar Dinner 
November 7, 2002

Good evening. Thank you all for coming. 
I’m honored to welcome such a distinguished 
group of Ambassadors and American citizens 
to the White House to help usher in the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Islam is a religion that brings hope and 
comfort to more than a billion people around 
the world. It has made brothers and sisters 
of every race. It has given birth to a rich 
culture of learning and literature and science. 
Tonight we honor the traditions of a great 
faith by hosting this Iftaar at the White 
House. 

I’m honored that our great Secretary of 
State is with us today. Mr. Secretary, thank 
you for being here. I appreciate Your High-
ness Sheikh Hamad bin Zayid of the United 
Arab Emirates for coming. I want to thank 
members of my administration who are here, 
in particular, Dr. Elias Zerhouni, who’s the 
Director of the National Institute of Health. 
I want to thank all the Ambassadors who are 
here. It’s good to see you all again—the other 
representatives from the Organization of Is-
lamic Conference. I appreciate so very much 
my fellow Americans here, many from the 
Muslim community. 

Ramadan is a special time of prayer and 
fasting, contemplation of God’s greatness, 
and service to those in need. According to 
Muslim teachings, this season commemo-
rates the revelation of God’s word in the 
Holy Koran to the prophet Muhammad. 
Today, this word inspires faithful Muslims to 
lead lives of honesty and integrity and com-
passion. 

In hosting tonight’s Iftaar, I send a mes-
sage to all the nations represented by their 
Ambassadors here tonight: America treasures 
your friendship; America honors your faith. 
We see in Islam a religion that traces its ori-
gins back to God’s call on Abraham. We 
share your belief in God’s justice and your 
insistence on man’s moral responsibility. We 
thank the many Muslim nations who stand 
with us against terror, nations that are often 
victims of terror, themselves. 

Tonight’s Iftaar also sends a message to 
all Americans: Our Nation is waging a war 
on a radical network of terrorists, not on a 

religion and not on a civilization. If we wage 
this war to defend our principles, we must 
live up to those principles, ourselves. And 
one of the deepest commitments of America 
is tolerance. No one should be treated un-
kindly because of the color of their skin or 
the content of their creed. No one should 
be unfairly judged by appearance or ethnic 
background or religious faith. We must up-
hold these values of progress and pluralism 
and tolerance. 

George Washington said that America 
gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution 
no assistance. This was our policy at our Na-
tion’s founding; this is our policy today. 
America rejects all forms of religious intoler-
ance. America grieves with all the victims of 
religious bigotry. And America opposes all 
who commit evil in God’s name. 

Ramadan and the upcoming holiday sea-
sons are a good time to remember the ties 
of friendship and respect that bind us to-
gether. Learning from each other, we can 
build bridges of mutual trust and under-
standing. Working together, we can create 
a better future for people of all faiths. 

I thank you for coming to the White House 
this evening. I wish you all a blessed Rama-
dan. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Hamdan bin Zayid Al Nuhayyan of 
the United Arab Emirates.

Remarks on the Passage of a United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 
on Iraq 
November 8, 2002

Good morning. With the resolution just 
passed, the United Nations Security Council 
has met important responsibilities, upheld its 
principles, and given clear and fair notice 
that Saddam Hussein must fully disclose and 
destroy his weapons of mass destruction. He 
must submit to any and all methods to verify 
his compliance. His cooperation must be 
prompt and unconditional, or he will face the 
severest consequences. 

The world has now come together to say 
that the outlaw regime in Iraq will not be 


