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America’s agricultural abundance. I also en-
courage citizens to strengthen our under-
standing of the American farm-city partner-
ship by participating in appropriate commu-
nity events and celebrations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
two, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., November 25, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 26.

Proclamation 7630—National Family
Week, 2002

November 22, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Families provide a loving environment
where children can flourish; and they help
ensure that cultural traditions and timeless
values are passed on to future generations.
During National Family Week, we reaffirm
the importance of families as a vital source
of strength, confidence, and compassion for
all of our citizens.

Strong families play a critical role in devel-
oping the character of our Nation. They
teach children important standards of con-
duct such as accepting responsibility, re-
specting others, and distinguishing the dif-
ference between right and wrong. By helping
America’s youth to grow into mature,
thoughtful, and caring citizens, families help
make our communities and our Nation safer
and more civilized.

Raising a child requires sacrifice, commit-
ment, and time; and we must expand our ef-
forts to strengthen and empower families so
that they can prepare children more effec-
tively for the challenges of adulthood. We
know that by helping couples to build and
sustain strong, two-parent families, we will
contribute to the well-being of our children
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and the strength of our society. Many single
parents, grandparents, and others also raise
their children in difficult circumstances, and
these dedicated individuals deserve our re-
spect and support.

My Administration is firmly committed to
helping our Nation’s youth reach their full
potential; and one of the most important
ways to do this is by strengthening America’s
families. Earlier this year, I signed bipartisan
legislation to expand the Promoting Safe and
Stable Families Program, which provides
States with vital resources to help families
stay together and to promote adoption. The
Program seeks to prevent child abuse and
neglect, avoid removing children from their
homes, support family reunification services,
and help those children who are unable to
return home by providing crucial adoption
and post-adoptive services. These important
resources benefit families across our Nation
and hold the promise of a bright future for
countless young people.

My welfare reform agenda also will
strengthen families. We plan on continuing
to provide historically high levels of support
for childcare and child support enforcement.
And we will continue to encourage strong
marriages and two-parent married families as
a worthy policy goal.

No marriage or family is perfect. But
through education and counseling programs
that our faith-based, charitable, and govern-
ment communities can provide, we will sup-
port couples as they work to build and sustain
healthy marriages and strive to provide a bet-
ter quality of life for their children. By pro-
moting responsible child-rearing and strong
families, my Administration will work to-
wards the goal that every child has the oppor-
tunity to grow up in a safe and loving home.

As families come together to celebrate this
Thanksgiving, I encourage every member of
a family in America to recognize the impor-
tant role every other family member plays
in making their lives whole and more com-
plete. And as we give thanks for the love,
commitment, and encouragement our fami-
lies provide, we must recommit ourselves to
strengthen our Nation by strengthening our
families in ways that government never can.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 24
through November 30, 2002, as National
Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and people of the United States to join
together in observing this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities to honor our
Nation’s families.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
two, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:50 a.m., November 26, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 27.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 16

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence briefings at Camp David, MD.

November 17

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

November 18

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark to dis-
cuss the November 21-22 NATO Summit in
Prague, Czech Republic, the European
Union Summit to be held in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in December, and implementa-
tion of the United Nations resolution con-
cerning weapons inspections in Iraq. He then
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had intelligence and national security brief-
ings.

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office,
the President met with Prime Minister Rafiq
Hariri of Lebanon to discuss economic
issues, including Lebanon’s cooperation with
the International Monetary Fund, and peace
efforts in the Middle East.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Barry ]ackson as Deputy Assistant
to the President and Deputy to the Senior
Adpvisor.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Peter Wehner as Deputy Assistant
to the President and Director of Strategic
Initiatives.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Israel Hernandez as Deputy Assist-
ant to the President and Assistant to the Sen-
ior Advisor.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Adam Goldman as Special Assistant
to the President and Deputy Director of
Public Liaison.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Julieanne Thomas as Associate Di-
rector at the Office of Public Liaison.

The President declared a major disaster in
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on
November 10.

November 19

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Prague, Czech Republic, ar-
riving in the evening.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ellen L. Weintraub to be a mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gerald Alan Barnhart as a Commis-
sioner of the U.S. Section of the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Harold Craig Manson as a Commis-
sioner of the U.S. Section of the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission (Official of the U.S.
Government).

The President announced his intention to
appoint William W. Taylor as Alternate Com-
missioner of the U.S. Section of the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission.



