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Proclamation 7634—Human Rights
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human
Rights Week, 2002

December 9, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s commitment to individual free-
dom and democracy provides the foundation
for our society. As a Nation, we cherish the
values of free speech, equal justice, and reli-
gious tolerance, and we steadfastly oppose
the forces of cruelty, injustice, and tyranny.
Since the founding of our country, the Bill
of Rights has served to guide our people and
our Government to ensure basic human
rights and liberties. The United States is a
country where all citizens have the oppor-
tunity to voice their opinions, practice their
faith, and enjoy the blessings of freedom.

Today, countless people around the world
cannot exercise their basic human rights.
America has pledged to support all individ-
uals who seek to secure their unalienable
rights. Across the globe, we will continue to
stand with those who fight for fundamental
freedoms, whether they be democracy activ-
ists in Cuba, university faculty and students
in Iran, opposition leaders in Zimbabwe,
journalists in Belarus, or the people of North
Korea who have never known freedom. We
are leading a coalition of more than 90 na-
tions to defeat terror and to secure liberty
and opportunity for people throughout the
world. Our fight against oppression dem-
onstrates our Nation’s dedication to a future
of hope and understanding for all people.
One year after the liberation of Afghanistan
from the clutches of terror and tyranny, we
are helping the Afghan people build institu-
tions of democracy and tolerance that are es-
sential to the country’s future stability, secu-
rity, and prosperity. And I hope the brave
people of Iraq will soon realize their own
dreams of peace and freedom.

In commemorating Human Rights Day,
Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights Week,
we renew our pledge to uphold the vital prin-
ciples of freedom, equality, and opportunity
that have made our Nation strong. By work-
ing together to advance the rights of all peo-
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ple, we help to build mutual trust and peace
for all individuals across this land and around
the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 10,
2002, as Human Rights Day; December 15,
2002, as Bill of Rights Day; and the week
beginning December 10, 2002, as Human
Rights Week. I call upon the people of the
United States to honor the legacy of human
rights passed down to us from previous gen-
erations and to resolve that such liberties will
prevail in our Nation and throughout the
world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:05 a.m., December 11, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 12.

Remarks on Business Strengthening
America’s “Day of Service”
December 10, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing today. Thanks for your warm welcome.
Thanks to the leaders here who represent in-
dustry and compassion, for your important
commitment to promote an ethic of service
in our Nation, to encourage your employees
to serve something greater than themselves.

You know, this is a really, really strong na-
tion we have. We're strong militarily, but
that’s not our greatest strength. The greatest
strength of America is the people of America.
The people of America have got enormous
hearts, great desire to help others. The
enemy struck us on September the 1l1th,
2001. They obviously didn’t know who they
were striking. They struck the greatest nation
on the face of the Earth and, in so doing,
inspired a spirit of America that is alive and



