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Proclamation 7638—The Centennial
of Korean Immigration to the United
States

January 13, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

From every corner of the world, immi-
grants have come to America to discover the
promise of our Nation. On January 13, 1903,
the first Korean immigrants to the United
States arrived in Honolulu, Hawaii, on the
SS Gaelic. Today, Korean Americans live
throughout the United States, representing
one of our largest Asian-American popu-
lations. As we commemorate the centennial
anniversary of Korean immigration to the
United States, we recognize the invaluable
contributions of Korean Americans to our
Nation’s rich cultural diversity, economic
strength, and proud heritage.

For the past century, Korean immigrants
and their descendants have helped build
America’s prosperity, strengthened Amer-
ica’s communities, and defended America’s
freedoms. Through their service in World
War I, World War II, the Korean Conflict,
the Vietham War, and other wars, Korean
Americans have served our Nation with
honor and courage, upholding the values that
make our country strong.

The American and Korean people share
a love of freedom and a dedication to peace.
The United States was the first Western
country to sign a treaty of commerce and
amity with Korea in 1882, promising “per-
petual peace and friendship” between our
nations. Since that time, the United States
has built a strong friendship with Korea—
a friendship based on our common commit-
ment to human dignity, prosperity, and de-
mocracy. In the coming months, more than
1 million Korean Americans throughout our
Nation will celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the arrival of the first Korean immigrants
to the United States. During this time, we
acknowledge and commend Korean Ameri-
cans for their distinguished achievements in
all sectors of life and for their important role
in building, defending, and sustaining the
United States of America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 13, 2003,
as the Centennial of Korean Immigration to
the United States. I call upon all Americans
to observe the anniversary with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities hon-
oring Korean immigrants and their descend-
ants for their countless contributions to
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:22 a.m., January 14, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 15.

Memorandum on Waiver of
Conditions on Obligation and
Expenditure of Funds for Planning,
Design, and Construction of a
Chemical Weapons Destruction
Facility in Russia

January 10, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-10

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver of Conditions on Obligation and
Expenditure of Funds for Planning, Design,
and Construction of a Chemical Weapons
Destruction Facility in Russia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 8144 of the Department of Defense
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-248) (the “Act”), I hereby
certify that waiving the conditions described
in section 1305 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public
Law 106-65) is important to the national se-
curity interests of the United States, and in-
clude herein, for submission to the Congress,
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the statement, justification, and plan de-
scribed in section 8144(a) of the Act.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification, including the state-
ment, justification, and plan to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 16, 2003]

NotTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 14, and it
was published in the Federal Register on January
17.

Memorandum on Waiver of
Restrictions on Assistance to Russia
Under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of
the FREEDOM Support Act

January 10, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-11

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance to
Russia under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the
FREEDOM Support Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 1306 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public
Law 107-314), I hereby certify that waiving
the restrictions contained in subsection (d)
of section 1203 of the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 (22 U.S.C. 5952), as
amended, and the requirements contained in
section 502 of the FREEDOM Support Act
(22 U.S.C. 5852) during Fiscal Year 2003
with respect to the Russian Federation is im-
portant to the national security interests of
the United States.

I have enclosed the unclassified report de-
scribed in section 1306(b)(1) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2003, together with a classified annex.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification and report with its clas-
sified annex to the Congress and to arrange

for the publication of this certification in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 16, 2003]

NotTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 14, and it
was published in the Federal Register on January
17.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on United
States Individuals Involved in the
Antinarcotics Campaign in Colombia
January 13, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, chap-
ter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental Act,
2000 (the “Act”), as enacted in the Military
Construction Appropriations Act, 2001, Pub-
lic Law 106-246, I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration that provides
“the aggregate number, locations, activities,
and lengths of assignment for all temporary
and permanent U.S. military personnel and
U.S. individual civilians retained as contrac-
tors involved in the antinarcotics campaign
in Colombia.”

In so doing, I note and appreciate the con-
tinued strong bipartisan support given to
U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the Act
and elsewhere.

This report is classified because of force
protection considerations and the high level
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However, the
aggregate numbers given below are unclassi-
fied.

The report indicates that as of November
13, 2002, the end of this reporting period,
there were 267 temporary and permanent
U.S. military personnel and 270 U.S. civilians
retained as individual contractors in Colom-
bia involved in supporting Plan Colombia.
This report further indicates that during Sep-
tember, October, and November 2002, these
figures never exceeded the ceilings estab-
lished in section 3204(b) of the Act, as
amended.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush



