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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Sierra Leone and Liberia

January 16, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing herewith a 6-month
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect
to Sierra Leone and Liberia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13194 of January
18, 2001, and expanded in scope in Executive
Order 13213 of May 22, 2001.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban

Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 16, 2003
Dear :

Pursuant to section 306(c)(2) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity

(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
6 months beyond February 1, 2003, of the
right to bring an action under title III of the
Act is necessary to the national interests of
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
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Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Remarks After Visiting Wounded
Soldiers at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center

January 17, 2003

I want to thank the General for—for his
hospitality at this remarkable facility, which
is full of healers and compassionate people,
people who are trained with the very best
of skills to take care of people who have been
injured badly.

Laura and I have just met with five incred-
ibly brave soldiers, five of America’s finest
citizens, who have been severely injured in
the line of duty. We had a chance to tell
them how much we appreciated their service
to America, how much we appreciated their
loved ones. And we had a chance to see—
some wives and a couple of moms who are
anxious about—about the fate of the—of
their child. And I had a chance to tell both
soldier and loved one alike that their service
to their country was noble and strong and
good. And I appreciate that very much.

Having been here and seeing the care that
these troops get is comforting for me and
Laura. We are—should and must provide the
best care for anybody who is willing to put
their life in harm’s way. And I can report
to the American people that these five sol-
diers, badly injured in the line of service, are
getting the best possible care. And our Gov-
ernment is providing it to them. I want to
thank you all. Have a great weekend, and
we'll see you next week.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
second floor lobby. In his remarks, he referred
to Maj. Gen. Kevin Kiley, USA, commanding gen-
eral, North Atlantic Regional Medical Command
and Walter Reed. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.
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Proclamation 7642—Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2003

January 17, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., served as a
voice of conscience for our Nation, and his
words and actions continue to inspire cour-
age, humility, and compassion. As a visionary
leader of the civil rights movement, Dr. King
helped to advance human dignity by working
peacefully to resolve racial conflict through
speeches, marches, and countless nonviolent
activities that helped our Nation recognize
the importance of upholding fully our found-
ing ideals of equality, tolerance, and justice
for all. Dr. King’s enduring contributions to
America remind us and countless others
around the world that people should

. not be judged by the color of their skin
but by content of their character.” He also
taught us that lasting achievement in life
comes through sacrifice and service. His de-
votion to helping others reflected the true
spirit of service and citizenship, and his ex-
ample continues to motivate individuals to
serve causes greater than themselves.

Dr. King wrote that “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.” As Ameri-
cans celebrate the 18th national commemo-
ration of the life and legacy of this great lead-
er, we recognize the lasting truth of his words
and his legacy, and we renew our commit-
ment to the principles of justice, equality, op-
portunity, and optimism that Dr. King es-
poused and exemplified.

As we honor Dr. King’s accomplishments,
we pledge to work for a Nation in which all
people of every race realize the promise of
America. No government policy can put hope
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in
people’s lives; but we can and will continue
to support efforts that seek to secure a Nation

of dignity, liberty, and compassion.

To achieve this goal, our Nation must work
to ensure that all American children have an
equal chance to succeed and reach their full
potential. One year ago this month, our coun-
try set a bold new course in public education
with the passage of the No Child Left Behind
Act, ushering in an era of accountability, local
control, and high standards. This Act af-
firmed our faith in the wisdom of parents
and communities and our fundamental belief
in the promise of every child. Across Amer-
ica, States and school districts are working
diligently to implement reforms called for by
this important legislation, which will produce
better results for all of our students. My Ad-
ministration is committed to these efforts,
and I will continue working with the Con-
gress to enact reforms and provide support
to help build the mind and character of every
child from every background in every part
of America. By working together to advance
Dr. King’s ideals of equality and acceptance,
we can achieve his dream of a Nation united
in understanding, defined in promise, and
guided by hope.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January
20, 2003, as the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate civic,
community, and service programs and activi-
ties in honor of Dr. King’s life and legacy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 22, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 23.



