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Week Ending Friday, February 28, 2003

The President’s Radio Address 

February 22, 2003

Good morning. This week, Members of 
the House and Senate will return to Wash-
ington with a full agenda to address, from 
strengthening our economy, to reforming 
health care, to protecting national security. 

On the Senate side, there is a crucial item 
of business that has been delayed for too 
long. We face a vacancy crisis in the Federal 
courts, made worse by Senators who block 
votes on qualified nominees. These delays 
endanger American justice. Vacant Federal 
benches lead to crowded court dockets, over-
worked judges, and longer waits for Ameri-
cans who want their cases heard. Regional 
appeals courts have a 15-percent vacancy 
rate, and filings in those courts reached an 
alltime high again last year. 

Since taking office, I have sent to the Sen-
ate 34 qualified mainstream nominees for the 
Federal courts of appeals. To date, only half 
of them have received a vote in the Senate, 
and 12 of the remaining 17 nominees have 
been waiting more than a year for a floor 
vote. 

It is my responsibility to submit judicial 
nominations. It is the Senate’s responsibility 
to conduct prompt hearings and an up-or-
down floor vote on all judicial nominees. Yet 
a handful of Democratic Senators, for par-
tisan reasons, are attempting to prevent any 
vote at all on highly qualified nominees. 

One of these nominees is Miguel Estrada, 
my selection for the DC Court of Appeals. 
I submitted his nomination in May of 2001, 
and Miguel Estrada has been waiting ever 
since. That’s almost 2 years, and that’s a dis-
grace. 

Miguel Estrada’s credentials are impec-
cable. He has served in the Justice Depart-
ment under Presidents of both political par-
ties. He’s argued 15 cases before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, and he has earned the 

American Bar Association’s highest mark, a 
unanimous rating of ‘‘well-qualified.’’

Miguel Estrada is an exceptional nominee 
for the Federal bench. He also has a remark-
able personal story. He came to America 
from Honduras as a teenager, speaking little 
English. Within a few years, he had grad-
uated with high honors from Columbia Col-
lege and Harvard Law School. Miguel 
Estrada then served as a law clerk to Su-
preme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, as 
a Federal prosecutor in New York, and as 
assistant to the Solicitor General of the 
United States. 

If confirmed, Miguel Estrada would be the 
first Hispanic American ever to serve on this 
court, which is often considered the second 
highest in the land. He would break through 
a barrier that has stood for too long. His nom-
ination has strong support from citizens and 
leaders in both parties and endorsements 
from the Hispanic National Bar Association, 
the League of United Latin American Citi-
zens, and more than a dozen other distin-
guished groups. He’s a role model for young 
people all across this Nation, living proof that 
in America, anything is possible. 

I nominated Miguel Estrada for the Court 
of Appeals because he’s a man of talent and 
character who will be an excellent judge. Yet 
after 21 months, he still cannot get an up-
or-down vote from the Senate. Democrats 
are stalling Miguel Estrada’s nomination, 
while they search in vain for a reason to reject 
him. Some Senators who once insisted that 
every appeals court nominee deserves a vote 
have abandoned that principle for partisan 
politics. Their tactics are unfair to the good 
man I have nominated and unfaithful to the 
Senate’s own obligations. 

I call on the Senate Democratic leadership 
to stop playing politics and permit a vote on 
Miguel Estrada’s nomination. Let each Sen-
ator vote as he or she thinks best, but give 
the man a vote. 

Thank you for listening. 
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m. on 
February 21 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February 22. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on February 21 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

The President’s News Conference 
With President Jose Maria Aznar of 
Spain in Crawford, Texas 
February 22, 2003

President Bush. I welcome my good 
friend President Jose Maria Aznar to 
Crawford. We’re especially pleased that Ana 
is with him as well. I visited his ranch on 
my first visit to Europe as the President. I’m 
very pleased to return the hospitality. 

Spain is a strong and trusted ally. Our two 
nations have drawn closer than ever before 
in fighting terrorism across Europe and be-
yond. Spain has apprehended members of Al 
Qaida and continues to share vital informa-
tion, intelligence information. President 
Aznar is a strong fighter in the war against 
terror, and I value his advice. 

I respect and appreciate his leadership in 
the U.N., the EU, and NATO, to meet the 
new threats of this new century. For the 
Spanish people and for their leader, the 
cause of liberty is more than a phrase; it is 
a fundamental commitment expressed in res-
olute action. 

President Aznar and I agree that the future 
of peace depends on the disarmament of 
Iraq. We agree that Saddam Hussein con-
tinues to be in violation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1441. We agree that the 
terms of that resolution must be fully re-
spected. By Resolution 1441, the Security 
Council has taken a clear stand, and it now 
faces a clear choice. With all the world 
watching, the Council will now show whether 
it means what it says. 

Early next week, working with our friends 
and allies, we will introduce an additional Se-
curity Council resolution that will set out in 
clear and simple terms that Iraq is not com-
plying with Resolution 1441. For the record, 
this would not be a second resolution on 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction; it would 

only be the latest in a long series of resolu-
tions going back 12 years. 

We will discuss this resolution with mem-
bers of the Security Council, and we will hear 
again from Chief Inspector Blix. During 
these final deliberations, there is but one 
question for the Council to address: Is Sad-
dam Hussein complying with Resolution 
1441? That resolution did not ask for hints 
of progress or minor concessions. It de-
manded full and immediate disarmament. 
That and that alone is the issue before the 
Council. We will not allow the Iraqi dictator, 
with a history of aggression and close ties to 
terrorist groups, to continue to possess or 
produce weapons of mass destruction. 

Our coalition draws its strength from the 
courage and moral clarities of leaders like 
President Aznar. In times of testing, we dis-
cover who is willing to stand up for the secu-
rity of free peoples and the rights of man-
kind. Mr. President, you are clearly a man 
willing to take this stand. I thank you for your 
leadership. I thank you for your friendship. 

President Aznar. Well, good morning, 
good day to everyone. I would firstly like to 
thank, on behalf of my wife and for myself, 
I would like to thank Laura Bush and George 
Bush for their invitation to visit the ranch. 
And this is a time to work, to rest, to talk 
in truly marvelous surroundings. 

Spain is an EU member and a nonperma-
nent member of the U.N. Security Council. 
Spain is very clearly in favor of the strength 
of the transatlantic link. In these three ex-
tremely important dimensions, Spain is com-
mitted with an active role in contributing to 
an appropriate response to the threat that 
Saddam Hussein’s regime entails for inter-
national peace and security. We’ve worked 
very hard and with good results to forge con-
sensus within the European Union that it is 
necessary to maintain. We share the efforts 
and the needs within the Security Council 
that the international community has to 
maintain to guarantee peace and security in 
the world. 

Precisely, it is in the Security Council that 
the international community has laid the re-
sponsibility of maintaining world peace and 
security. Our responsibility is precisely to 
work so that the Security Council can exer-
cise its responsibilities, working in order to 
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achieve in agreement the firm compliance of 
international legality. 

I cannot but underline the importance of 
that relationship in our struggle against ter-
rorism. We free societies are the targets of 
terrorists, and they must be fought uncondi-
tionally, with no reservations and not being 
allowed to be blackmailed by them. And we 
cannot be kidnapped by this fear that—we 
cannot be the hostages of the terrorists, and 
we will not be. 

And allow me to say two things in this re-
gard. Cooperation between the United States 
and Spain against terrorism is total. And I 
would like to thank President Bush for his 
resolve and his commitment in this regard. 
And secondly, I would like to express how 
satisfied I am in the—again having arrested 
important terrorists today in Spain, people 
who only think of murdering and committing 
crimes. 

Spain is a democratic and European voice, 
and we know that there cannot be peace 
without law, and that peace cannot be sepa-
rate from security. And in these international 
law and—the disarmament obligations that 
Saddam Hussein has been subject to for the 
last 12 years must be implemented. And this 
has to be based on the will and everyone’s 
commitment and our capacity to do so. 

We have expressly reaffirmed Resolution 
1441 and the usefulness of the military capa-
bilities deployed in order to achieve 
Saddam’s disarmament. We are committed 
to peace, and peace is our horizon. But if 
we are unable to combat aggressive dictators, 
tyrannic regimes, this is something that en-
dangers the very existence of international 
peace and harmony. And if we are incapable 
of guaranteeing this peace, international 
peace would become senseless rhetoric. And 
we honestly do not want to get into rhetoric 
when we’re speaking of international order, 
weapons of mass destruction, terrorist 
groups, lives in danger, or threats that we 
have to confront. 

Thus, my position in my talks with Presi-
dent Bush can be summarized as follows. Ex-
pressly, we are ready to fight together against 
weapons of mass destruction and terrorism; 
that is, for a world in peace and for a safe 
world. And we are working in order that the 
U.N. Security Council, in its role based on 

the U.N. Charter, may work towards peace 
and security in the world through a new reso-
lution that has the greatest support and ma-
jority support. 

Our aim is for Iraq to disarm and for Sad-
dam to comply with his obligations. And 
international legality has to be credible, and 
we have to strengthen our efforts. We have 
to continue with our pressure on Saddam 
Hussein and do all this in unity and in agree-
ment within the framework of the Security 
Council. Of course, time is not indefinite. We 
don’t have much time. 

And lastly, as I already talked about with 
President Bush, we have to work towards 
peace and security in the region. And this 
requires quick action on our part to solve the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. In that scenario, 
we are also ready and willing to work jointly. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
We’ll answer two questions a side, starting 

with Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press]. 

New U.N. Security Council Resolution/
Coalition Action 

Q. Mr. President, you need nine votes in 
the Security Council and no vetoes. And yet, 
as of this point, only four countries have spo-
ken out in favor of moving forward and no 
minds seem to have been changed. Are you 
ready to move ahead now with this new reso-
lution, even if you don’t have the votes to 
pass it? 

And to the Prime Minister—President 
Aznar—you’ve been making many calls your-
self to world leaders and members of the Se-
curity Council. Have you been able to change 
anyone’s mind? And if not, why not? 

President Bush. There’s not even a reso-
lution put on the table yet. There will be 
one soon. And so the people will be able to 
see what they’re asked to vote on. We just 
got off a phone call with Tony Blair and Silvio 
Berlusconi. It was a four-way conversation 
to talk about the resolution and the strategy. 

This discussion sounds vaguely familiar. I 
think I remember getting asked the same 
questions prior to the last resolution, the Res-
olution 1441 that passed 15–0, where the Se-
curity Council said with a unanimous voice, 
Saddam must disarm. He hasn’t disarmed. 
And so the clarity of vision that took place 
4 months ago I’m confident will be in place 
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after the Security Council takes a good look 
at the facts. And so we’re just beginning, is 
my point. 

President Aznar. I hear many messages 
on unilateral actions. But what I must say 
is that President Bush, the U.S. Government, 
and all the allies are all working together in 
the framework of the United Nations. And 
that’s how Resolution 1441 came out. And 
that’s how the new resolution we’re working 
on has to come out. 

It’s difficult to ask for an agreement on 
something that doesn’t exist yet. We’ll ask 
for people’s agreement when it does exist. 
We hope it’s soon. We hope it’s good. And 
we hope it assembles the greatest possible 
supporters, because what we cannot forget 
is that our aim is disarmament and to avoid 
the threat that weapons of mass destruction, 
a possible use by Saddam Hussein, the threat 
that this poses to the world. 

Spain’s Role in New U.N. Resolution 
Q. My question is for the Spanish Presi-

dent of the Government. Regarding this new 
proposal for a new resolution, we know it 
will bear the seal of the United States and 
of Great Britain. But will it also bear the 
Spanish seal? Will Spain be considered or 
will it be a co-author of that resolution? 

President Aznar. Well, we’re working on 
it, and we devoted some time last night and 
this morning to precisely that. And we want 
to be as clear as possible in that it has as 
many possible supporters in the Security 
Council. And as I said, our commitment is 
a very active commitment, and it’s also very 
active in supporting this resolution. We know 
very much and very well what we’re handling 
here and what’s at stake. And what we want 
for the world is peace and security, and that’s 
what we’re working for with our best will, 
in order not to be submitted to blackmail 
of any kind. We’re not thinking of our com-
fort but of our responsibility. We want peace, 
freedom, and prosperity for all. 

President Bush. Patsy [Patricia Wilson, 
Reuters]. 

Timeline for New U.N. Resolution/
Relevance of U.N. Security Council 

Q. It took almost 2 months to get Resolu-
tion 1441 out of the Security Council. Are 

you willing to wait that long this time, and 
is this the really last chance for the United 
Nations to prove its relevancy? 

President Bush. Yes. Si. Last chance. 
Q. Are you going to wait that long? 
President Bush. No. As the President 

said, time is short. Tiempo es corte. And this 
is a chance for the Security Council to show 
its relevance. And I believe the Security 
Council will show its relevance, because Sad-
dam Hussein has not disarmed. 

President Aznar. What I want to say is 
that if Resolution 1441 states that it’s 
Saddam’s last opportunity, that means that 
time cannot be long, because the last oppor-
tunity has already been given to him. What 
we have to verify now is whether he has dis-
armed or not. If we now said that time was 
infinite, it would be a laugh. It would be very 
difficult for anyone to take us seriously, be-
ginning with the United Nations. That would 
be the worst possible message we could send 
for peace. 

Nature of the U.N. Resolution 
Q. My question is addressed to both Presi-

dents. I would like to know whether in your 
proposed resolution you are going to be talk-
ing about the al-Samoud long-range missiles 
and whether you are going to be—because 
Iraq has today mentioned that it was ready 
to start destroying them—and whether in 
your resolution you’re going to be speaking 
about an ultimatum, a deadline, or a threat 
for the use of force. What do you think this 
is going to be—what are you going to con-
tain? 

President Bush. We’re in the process of 
discussing the language. If Iraq decides to 
destroy the weapons that were long-range 
weapons, that’s just the tip of the iceberg. 
My question is, why don’t they destroy every 
weapon—illegal weapon? 

Saddam Hussein wants time. And after all, 
he thinks he will get time, because he has 
done so—he has deceived the world for 12 
years. He’ll play like he’s going to disarm. 
He has no intention of disarming. Otherwise, 
he would have done so. He’ll say words that 
encourage—that sound encouraging. He’s 
done so for 12 years. And so the idea of de-
stroying a rocket or two rockets or however 
many he’s going to destroy says to me that 
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he’s got a lot more weapons to destroy, and 
why hasn’t he destroyed them yet? 

In terms of language, that’s exactly why 
we’ve—that’s exactly why Jose Maria and I 
are talking. And we’ll let you know what’s 
in the resolution when we put it down. 

President Aznar. Well, what I want to say 
is that we cannot designate Saddam Hussein 
as the manager of international peace and 
security. We’ve been with this item on the 
agenda for 12 years. And what we cannot do 
is play this game in which you have inspectors 
are handed over something, everything is 
going well, but if it isn’t, well, that means 
they’re hiding weapons. 

So the world can make these mistakes, but 
the mistake we cannot make is to let Saddam 
Hussein being the one managing peace and 
a threat. And that’s why we’re working so 
intensely towards a new resolution. And 
that’s why I’m convinced, and that’s why 
we’re all working towards these common as-
pirations of peace, security, and freedom for 
the world. 

President Bush. Good job. Thank you 
very much. Very good job. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:44 a.m. at the Bush Ranch. President Aznar 
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President Bush 
referred to Ana Botella, wife of President Aznar; 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Hans Blix, Ex-
ecutive Chairman, United Nations Monitoring, 
Verification and Inspection Commission; Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy.

Remarks at a Dinner for the Nation’s 
Governors 
February 23, 2003

Good evening. Laura and I really look for-
ward to these yearly dinners with our Na-
tion’s Governors and spouses, and we wel-
come you all back to the White House. 

For those of you who are first-timers here 
as Governors, we welcome you as well. I’m 
particularly pleased that Lyle Lovett, from 
the great State of Texas, is here with us. We 
look forward to hearing you tonight, Lyle. 

I also welcome former Governors who 
serve in my Cabinet. Tommy Thompson and 

Christie Todd Whitman, John Ashcroft are 
here. Tom Ridge is now a member of my 
Cabinet. He’s not here. He’ll still be invited 
to the Cabinet Room. [Laughter] 

Governors are strong leaders with a prac-
tical point of view, and I’m really grateful 
for my former fellow Governors for serving 
their country. There are 25 new Governors 
who are here. I know it’s an exciting experi-
ence for you to set an agenda and to put 
together a great team to solve problems for 
your State or your territory. 

I loved being the Governor of Texas. In 
my 6 years, I placed great value on the advice 
of fellow Governors and made many friend-
ships which continue to this day. I’ve grown 
especially close to the Governor of Florida. 
[Laughter] The man is like a brother to me. 
[Laughter] 

We each have a shared experience, and 
we have shared responsibilities. We share the 
responsibility for protecting the homeland. 
We share the responsibility for encouraging 
economic growth and jobs. We share the re-
sponsibility for making sure every child 
learns and no child is left behind. We share 
the responsibility for expanding access to 
high-quality, affordable health care and for 
helping our fellow citizens in need. And we’ll 
meet these responsibilities together. 

I’m honored to have you all here. I now 
ask you to join me in a toast to the Governors 
of the United States. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to country and western en-
tertainer Lyle Lovett. The transcript released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky, 
chair, National Governors Association. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks to the National Governors 
Association Conference 

February 24, 2003

Thank you very much. Thanks for coming 
back. I hope you enjoyed our dinner last 
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night as much as I did. It was really a lot 
of fun. Thank you. 

Obviously, we take your business seriously. 
I’ve asked my Cabinet to show up to visit 
with you about ways that we can work to-
gether. What I thought I’d do is share some 
things that are on my mind right now and 
then answer any questions you have. 

What’s on my mind is to make sure this 
country is strong and safe. One way to make 
it strong is to do everything we can to encour-
age job growth. My attitude is—I’m sure you 
share the same attitude—is that if somebody 
is looking for work and can’t find a job, it 
means we’ve got a problem. And therefore, 
to the extent that government influences job 
creation, we’ve got to do everything we can 
to create an environment for the entre-
preneur to flourish. 

I believe strongly in the notion that if a 
person has more money in their pocket, I 
know they’re likely to demand a good or a 
service, and when they do so, in a market-
oriented economy, somebody is likely to 
produce that good or a service, which means 
somebody is more likely to find work. 

That’s the whole principle behind that 
which I laid out for the country in ’01. It’s 
a principle which the Congress listened to 
and passed meaningful tax relief, because we 
were in a recession at the time. I worked—
we worked with Congress in ’01, and they 
phased in this tax reduction plan over a pe-
riod of years. 

My attitude is, since the economy is not 
as good as we like it to be, we ought to accel-
erate the tax relief which they’ve already 
planned. That will put about $70 billion im-
mediately into our economy, since I intend 
to ask for this plan to be made retroactive 
to January 1st of this year. 

It’s got a lot of positive effects in it. First 
of all, you know, I’m always startled to talk 
about the marriage penalty in the Tax Code. 
I don’t know why we penalize marriage in 
the Tax Code. It doesn’t make sense. It 
seems like we ought to encourage marriages. 
We ought to accelerate that aspect of the tax 
relief. We’ve increased the child credit to 
$1,000. It ought to be done this year and 
not in the out-years. 

And as importantly, when you reduce the 
tax rates at the individual level, you also pro-

vide capital for small-business growth. See, 
most companies are—most small businesses 
are sole proprietorships or limited partner-
ships or Subchapter S’s. And therefore, that 
entity pays tax at the individual tax rate. And 
so the reduction of all rates, not just a se-
lected few but the reduction of all rates pro-
vides needed capital in the small-business 
sector of our economy. 

Secondly, I’m asking Congress to allow for 
the deduction of up to $75,000 worth of cap-
ital expenditure for small businesses, which 
will have a stimulative effect on our econ-
omy. 

And thirdly, I believe we ought to get rid 
of the double taxation of dividends. It’s bad 
for—when you tax something twice, it’s un-
fair tax policy. It’s fair to tax corporate profits. 
It’s unfair to tax the senior who receives the 
dividend from the corporation you’ve already 
taxed. 

I think getting rid of the double taxation 
of dividends will not only help our seniors—
I know it will help our seniors—it will be 
stimulative in the sense that it gets 20 billion 
into our economy this year. But more impor-
tantly, it helps capital formation, in a society 
which—if jobs equal capital, we ought to be 
working on policy to encourage more capital 
formation. 

It’s a positive—it’ll also have the positive 
effect of corporate reform. After all, we went 
through a period of time when people said, 
‘‘Invest in my company because the sky is 
the limit, see. We may not have any cashflow, 
but our story is a good one. You know, we 
may not be able to show tangible assets, but 
we’ve got a wonderful story, so buy on us.’’ 
When you have a dividend-oriented policy, 
the only thing you can distribute is cash, not 
false promises. And so the elimination of the 
double taxation of dividends will, in itself, 
serve as a corporate reform measure, which 
is important. 

So this is the plan that I’m asking Congress 
to pass, and I believe we’re going to get a 
lot of it passed. And I believe it’s going to 
encourage growth. As a matter of fact, you 
know, these economists predicted in the 
blue-chip forecast that the economy would 
grow at 3.3 percent if Congress responded 
to a stimulative package—if it responded. 
And so you just need to know that jobs are 
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on my mind, and I’m going to work hard to 
get Congress to pass the package. And I’m 
optimistic about it. 

In this town, you hear a lot of early noise 
which sometimes fades when a Chief Execu-
tive starts taking the message to the people. 
And that’s what I intend to do. And I know 
you do the same things, when you sell your 
packages at home. It’s got a good effect, and 
I’m just beginning to make the case. 

Secondly, I understand we’ve got an issue 
with our own budget, and you’ve got issues 
with your budgets. We can talk about that. 
Our budget is in a deficit. It’s because we 
went through a recession, and we’re at war. 
So I’m going to do everything I can to miti-
gate the deficit by encouraging, on the one 
hand, more revenues coming into our Treas-
ury through economic growth but also lim-
iting the spending to reasonable amounts. 
And I thought a 4-percent discretionary 
spending increase was the right amount. 

And I look forward to working with Con-
gress. As you know, appropriators are appro-
priators. They live up to their name, whether 
they be Republicans or Democrats. They like 
to appropriate, and our jobs as chief execu-
tives is to make sure they appropriate within 
reasonable levels. And I intend to work hard 
to encourage them to spend within reason-
able levels and set priorities. 

One of the interesting things about the ’04 
budget I’ve submitted is that there’s $400 bil-
lion worth of grants to States. That’s a 9-per-
cent increase. As a matter of fact, the grants 
to States have been growing by 9 percent 
since I’ve been the President of the United 
States. We can discuss whether that, in your 
mind, is enough or not. I suspect I may know 
the answer. But nevertheless, it put things 
in perspective. Of the 4-percent increase in 
discretionary spending, $400 billion, or a 9-
percent increase, goes directly to the States. 
That’s a bigger increase than 4 percent, I 
guess is the point I’m trying to make to you. 

I look forward to working with you on 
health care matters, on Medicare. Look, 
Medicare is an issue that is a vital issue for 
our country. It is a—Medicare is an old sys-
tem. It’s hidebound with rules, and it really 
doesn’t address the needs of many seniors 
because of its age. I like to put it this way: 
Medicine’s changed; Medicare hasn’t. And 

we’ve got to deal with it. And we will deal 
with it. And Medicaid is also an issue that 
we will discuss with you, and work with you. 

Tommy—I don’t know if you’ve had the 
Tommy briefing yet or not. Well, he’s got 
a good vision, a good idea. We’ll work with 
Congress. We got the bill out of the House 
already. The welfare reform bill is out of the 
House, and we hope we can get it out of 
the Senate this time. 

This is a matter of making sure that there 
are proper incentives, particularly for people 
to find work. We believe, in this administra-
tion, work and dignity go hand in hand. We 
want to encourage work and training for 
work. And at the same time, I want you to 
know that I’m—feel just as strongly about 
the Faith-Based Initiative today as when I 
first came into office because I understand 
a modern welfare system must understand 
the power of our faith-based institutions and 
their ability to change lives and help people 
who need. 

I don’t talk about a particular faith. I talk 
about all faiths. Some of you have done some 
great things: I know that Virginia and, I think, 
Jersey—I’ve gone there—Florida, I hope. 
Anyway, you’ve done good things with the 
faith-based offices. I encourage you to take 
advantage of this initiative. I encourage you 
to go into your inner cities and find some 
of these neighborhood helpers and healers 
and empower them. Tell them that if they 
decide to help a neighbor in need, govern-
ment is not going to make them take the 
cross off the wall or the Star of David off 
their wall. Encourage their faith-based initia-
tive to go forward. It is an integral part of 
saving lives in America. 

I had a little—Congress, they balked a lit-
tle bit on the Faith-Based Initiative. So I put 
out an Executive order that said there be a 
level playing field for any faith-based pro-
gram with Federal agencies. If you’ve got a 
housing initiative based upon a Faith-Based 
Initiative, HUD will treat you fairly. They’re 
not going to fund you if it’s a lousy deal, but 
you’ll be treated fairly coming in. And I just 
urge you to do this. I’m absolutely con-
fident—well, I know one of the great 
strengths of the country is the heart and soul 
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of the American people. And there are thou-
sands of our fellow citizens who will answer 
a call to love a neighbor in need. 

I want to work with you on education. It’s 
a subject I spent a lot of time on as the Gov-
ernor of Texas. It is the most important thing 
a State does, as far as I’m concerned. Today 
I look forward, if you’ve got any questions 
on the No Child Left Behind bill, I’ll be glad 
to answer your questions. 

But you’re going to hear a guy who is not 
going to relent when it comes to making sure 
we measure whether every child can read 
and write and add and subtract, because you 
can’t cure unless you measure. And there are 
too many of our children who cannot read 
and write and add and subtract, and we bet-
ter figure out how to not only figure out who 
can’t read and write but how to cure it now, 
before it’s too late. 

Margaret tells me we’ve talked about the 
Head Start initiative, to help you better co-
ordinate the early childhood development 
programs. I firmly believe that those children 
can be taught the basics for reading now and 
should be, and people ought to be held to 
account as to whether or not they are being 
taught the basics of reading now. 

I look forward to working with you on this, 
our homeland security initiative. I was dis-
appointed that the Congress did not respond 
to the 3.5 billion we asked for. They not only 
reduced the budget that we asked for; they 
earmarked a lot of the money. That’s a dis-
appointment, a disappointment when the ex-
ecutive branch gets micromanaged by the 
legislative branch. You may have had that ex-
perience yourself. [Laughter] 

But we’ll do everything we can to not only 
get that money out quickly but figure out 
ways to get as much of the money to you 
in ways that will help you respond to the 
threats this country faces. 

I want to thank you very much for working 
on these Joint Terrorism Task Forces. 
They’re effective tools to help prevent attack. 
The culture of the FBI has changed from 
one that said, ‘‘We’re going to find criminals 
and arrest them,’’ to one, ‘‘We’re going to 
do everything we can to’’—let me start over. 
That’s still an important function of the FBI. 
But it’s now—its primary function is now to 
prevent attack. 

I say that because America is still a battle-
field. You know, after September the 11th, 
our perspective had to change about the 
world. I remind your constituents when I 
travel around the country that prior to Sep-
tember the 11th, oceans would protect us. 
That’s what we thought, at least—that we 
were safe. September the 11th, we learned 
that we’re vulnerable to attack. It’s just the 
nature of the world we live in. As leaders, 
our job is to remind the American people 
that—of the reality of the dangers we face 
and do everything we can to prevent attack. 

So we’re doing everything here at home. 
I hope you feel the level of coordination is 
good. If it’s not, we need to hear about it, 
so we can continue to button up the home-
land to the best of our ability. The best way 
to protect America is find the killers before 
they kill us. And that’s what we’re going to 
do. That’s why this war—the budget I asked 
for Congress had a lot of defense spending 
in it, because we’re on the hunt, and we’re 
going to stay on the hunt until we bring ter-
rorist networks to justice. That’s what we owe 
the American people. 

As we speak today, we are not only pro-
viding help to the people of Afghanistan; 
we’re hunting down the remnants of Al 
Qaida. And they’re on the run. And it doesn’t 
matter how long it takes, they will be brought 
to justice. 

The war on terror is more than just chasing 
down shadowy terrorist networks. The war 
on terror is recognizing that weapons of mass 
destruction in the hands of brutal dictators 
also threatens the American people. I’ve 
come to the conclusion that the risk of doing 
nothing far exceeds the risk of working with 
the world to disarm Saddam Hussein. I came 
to that conclusion because of the new reali-
ties we all face as American citizens who love 
freedom and who aren’t going to change. 

Today we’re going to submit a resolution 
to the U.N. Security Council that spells out 
what the world has witnessed the last 
months. The Iraqi regime is not disarming. 
The Iraqi regime is not disarming as required 
by last fall’s unanimous vote of the Security 
Council. Saddam Hussein’s refusal to comply 
with the demands of the civilized world is 
a threat to peace, and it’s a threat to stability. 
It’s a threat to the security of our country. 

VerDate Dec 13 2002 08:42 Mar 04, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P09FET4.028 P09FET4



239Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Feb. 24

It’s a threat to the security of peace-loving 
people everywhere. 

We’re going to work with the members of 
the Security Council in the days ahead to 
make it clear to Saddam that the demands 
of the world and the United Nations will be 
enforced. It’s an interesting moment for the 
Security Council and the United Nations. It’s 
a moment to determine for this body, that 
we hope succeeds, to determine whether or 
not it is going to be relevant as the world 
confronts the threats to the 21st century. Is 
it going to be a body that means what it says? 
We certainly hope it does. 

But one way or the other, Saddam Hus-
sein, for the sake of peace and for the secu-
rity of the American people, will be dis-
armed. 

We face common challenges. I look for-
ward to working with you all to meet those 
challenges. The country expects leaders to 
lead. And that’s exactly what we all are going 
to do for the good of mankind, for the good 
of the American people. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the State 
Dining Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Tommy G. Thompson; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Fall 
Championship Teams 
February 24, 2003

Welcome. Ken, how are you? Good. Please 
be seated. Thank you all for coming. Thanks 
for the warm welcome. Welcome to the peo-
ple’s house on champions day. It’s my honor 
to welcome some of our Nation’s finest ath-
letes and finest people. I really enjoy the 
chance to rub elbows with the champs. 

I first want to thank Members of the Con-
gress who are here: Gordon Smith from Or-
egon. Senator, thanks for coming. I know you 
are proud of the Portland team for their first 
national championship. 

For some reason it seems like we’ve got 
a large contingent from the State of Ohio 
with us today. Governor Taft, thanks for 

coming. And Ken, good to see you, sir. I’m 
glad you all are here. And Attorney General, 
thanks for coming. And I’m so honored that 
Oxley and Deborah and Pat Tiberi are here 
as well. They’ve been bragging about the 
Buckeyes every time they come to the White 
House. [Laughter] My little brother had to 
wear a Ohio State shirt today. 

I want to thank Karen Holbrook, who is 
the president of Ohio State. Thank you, 
Karen, for coming. Andy Geiger is the ath-
letic director. Archie Griffin, I’m so honored 
to see you, Archie. It’s a—I remember when 
you carried the ball—back-to-back Heisman 
Trophies. 

And of course, Coach Jim Tressel. When 
I had the honor of speaking at the Ohio State 
graduation last spring, the coach said, ‘‘You 
know, watch us this year. We’re going to be 
pretty good.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Matter of fact, I 
think we’ll be visiting you in the White 
House.’’ [Laughter] You were right. Con-
gratulations on doing a fine job. 

Also my honor to welcome Mick Haley, 
who is the women’s volleyball coach at the 
University of Southern California, here. 
Mick, it’s great to see you. I knew Mick when 
I was the Governor of Texas and he was 
coaching at another university at that time. 
I used to work out a lot at the gym, and he 
was always quick to give me pointers about 
how to stay in shape. [Laughter] I listened. 
I knew he was a high-quality man when he 
was there at the University of Texas. He’s 
a high-quality man still. And he’s brought 
some national champs to the White House. 
Congratulations. 

And I appreciate Lisa Love coming and 
Carol Dougherty, both from the University 
of Southern California as well. It’s one of our 
Nation’s great schools, as is UCLA, who is 
represented here as the men’s national soc-
cer champs. I’m so honored you all are here. 
And I want to welcome Tom Fitzgerald, the 
head coach, and Daniel Guerrero, the ath-
letic director, as well as the team. Welcome 
to the White House, and thanks for coming. 

And then, of course, there’s the University 
of Portland. They hadn’t been to the White 
House too many times as national champs. 
Matter of fact, this is the first national cham-
pionship of their great university. I’m so 
proud to welcome Reverend David Tyson, 
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who is the president; Joe Etzel, who is the 
athletic director; Clive Charles, who is the 
head women’s soccer coach, who brought the 
team to great things. By the way, the men’s 
team and the ladies’ team won their cham-
pionships in the State of Texas. Now you 
must be as fond of the State as I am. [Laugh-
ter] But I do want to welcome the University 
of Portland here. You all did a great job in 
being the first national champs in your 
school’s history. I know you’re proud. 

I also want to welcome Kirk Herbstreit 
here. Since I don’t spend too much time 
watching national news, I get stuck with 
ESPN, and—[laughter]—there you are. You 
look just like yourself. [Laughter] But I’m 
glad you’re here, and welcome. 

The teams who are represented here rep-
resent hard work and dedication and vision 
and goals, the things that really make a 
healthy society more healthy. Not only are 
the folks up here with me great athletes and 
disciplined individuals; they’re people in a 
position of responsibility now that they’ve be-
come champs. You have a chance now to in-
fluence people’s lives like you never had be-
fore. 

I guarantee you there’s a bunch of junior 
high kids in the State of Ohio wondering 
what it’s like to be a champion. They know 
their football team won the championship, 
and now they’re wondering what it’s like. 
How does a champion behave? What does 
a champion do? Not only can a champion 
run fast and tackle hard, but hopefully the 
champs up here send the signal that making 
right choices in life for youngsters is an im-
portant part of living a responsible existence. 

I know there’s a lot of young ladies who 
are growing up wondering whether or not 
they can be champs. And they see the cham-
pionship teams from USC and University of 
Portland here, girls who worked hard to get 
to where they are, and they’re wondering 
about the example they’re setting. What is 
life choices about? 

I guess my point to you is that you’re a 
champ on the field, and now you have a great 
opportunity to be a champion off the field 
by setting good examples, by showing people 
that there is such thing as a compassionate 
society, that—encourage people in the uni-
versity you go to to love a neighbor just like 

you’d like to be loved yourself, that recog-
nizing in the midst of plenty here in America, 
there are some are some who suffer and 
some who hurt. And you have an example 
now as champs to help solve America’s issues 
one person at a time. And so I’m here to 
recognize you as great athletes but, better 
yet, as great people who are a part of the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth. 

Congratulations on your championship. 
More importantly, congratulations on using 
the capacity you now have to help this Nation 
fulfill its great potential. May God bless your 
universities. May God bless you all and the 
families. And may God continue to bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Ohio Secretary of State J. Kenneth 
Blackwell and State Attorney General Jim Petro; 
Representatives Michael G. Oxley, Deborah 
Pryce, and Patrick J. Tiberi of Ohio; Archie Grif-
fin, associate athletic director, Ohio State Univer-
sity; Lisa Love and Carol Dougherty, senior asso-
ciate athletic directors, University of Southern 
California; and Kirk Herbstreit, reporter, ESPN 
television network. The President honored the 
Ohio State University men’s football team, the 
University of Southern California women’s 
volleyball team, the University of California-Los 
Angeles men’s soccer team, and the University of 
Portland women’s soccer team. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the National Economic Council and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
February 25, 2003

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I’m meeting with my National Economic 
Council, key members of my administration 
who have been traveling the country, listen-
ing to the voices of small-business people, 
entrepreneurs, workers, listening to their 
concerns about our future. And at the same 
time explaining to them how we address the 
economic issues of our country. 

This administration is firmly committed to 
the principle that if people have more of their 
own money, they’re likely to spend it on a 
good or a service, which means somebody 
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is more likely to be able to find work. We’re 
committed to the notion that investment of 
capital equals jobs. 

And so therefore, our policies are aimed 
at encouraging investment and job creation, 
as well as consumer confidence and spend-
ing. And we are confident that when the 
Congress listens to the people, that they will 
support this plan. It’s an important economic 
plan, and it’s one that we look forward to 
vigorously working with Congress to get it 
done here. 

I’ll be glad to take some questions. Let 
me start off with Angle [Jim Angle, FOX 
News]. 

Iraqi Disarmament 
Q. Mr. President, what would it take at 

this point to avoid a war with Iraq? 
The President. Full disarmament. 
Q. Could you expand on that, sir? I mean, 

what——
The President. Well, there’s only one 

thing. There’s full disarmament. The man has 
been told to disarm. For the sake of peace, 
he must completely disarm. I suspect we’ll 
see him playing games, that he will—the 
world will say disarm, and he will all of a 
sudden find a weapon that he claimed he 
didn’t have. 

Q. Happened this morning, as a matter 
of fact. 

The President. I suspect that he will try 
to fool the world one more time. After all, 
he has had a history of doing that for 12 
years. He’s been successful at gaming the sys-
tem, and our attitude is, it’s now time for 
him to fully disarm. And we expect the Secu-
rity Council to honor its word by insisting 
that Saddam disarm. Now is the time. 

David [David Jackson, Dallas Morning 
News]. 

Cost of War on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, one of the uncertainties 

about the economy is the possibility of a war. 
Do you have any idea how much a war might 
cost and how it might affect our economy 
here at home? 

The President. David, there is all kinds 
of estimates about the cost of war. But the 
risk of doing nothing, the risk of the security 
of this country being jeopardized at the 

hands of a madman with weapons of mass 
destruction, far exceeds the risks of any ac-
tion we may be forced to take. 

There are people who worry about the fu-
ture. I understand that, and I worry about 
the future. I worry about a future in which 
Saddam Hussein gets to blackmail and/or at-
tack. I worry about a future in which terrorist 
organizations are fueled and funded by a 
Saddam Hussein. And that’s why we’re bring-
ing this issue to a head. 

Heidi [Heidi Pryzbyla, Bloomberg News]. 

New U.N. Security Council Resolution 
Q. Will the outcome of any U.N. Security 

Council vote have any effect on whether or 
not we go to war in Iraq? 

The President. Obviously, we’d like to 
have a positive vote. That’s why we’ve sub-
mitted a Security Council resolution, along 
with Great Britain and Spain. But as I said 
all along, it would be helpful and useful, but 
I don’t believe we need a second resolution. 
Saddam Hussein hasn’t disarmed. He may 
play like he’s going to disarm, but he hasn’t 
disarmed. And for the sake of peace and the 
security of the American people, he must dis-
arm. 

Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press]. 

Sacrifices of War 
Q. Sir, how big and exactly what kind of 

sacrifices will be asked of the U.S. troops, 
their families, the American public, should 
you decide to go to war? 

The President. Well, any time you put a 
troop into harm’s way, that in itself is a sac-
rifice. First of all—and that’s why war is my 
last choice. That’s why I’ve said all along I 
would hope that the world would come to-
gether to convince Saddam to make the deci-
sion to disarm. 

Perhaps the biggest risk in the theater, if 
we were to commit our troops, is Saddam 
himself. He shows no regard for human life 
in his own country. After all, he’s gassed 
them; he’s used the weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his own people that he now claims 
he doesn’t have. He tortures people. He bru-
talizes them. He could care less about human 
condition inside of Iraq. 
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And so I think one of the biggest dangers 
we face, if we go to war, is how he treats 
innocent life. And it is important for Iraqi 
leadership and Iraqi generals to clearly un-
derstand that if they take innocent life, if they 
destroy infrastructure, they will be held to 
account as war criminals. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Second Additional Protocol to 
the Mexico-United States Taxation 
Convention 
February 25, 2003

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification, the Second Additional 
Protocol that Modifies the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the 
United Mexican States for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal 
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income, 
signed at Mexico City on November 26, 
2002. I also transmit, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department of 
State concerning the proposed Protocol. 

The Convention, as amended by the pro-
posed Protocol, would be similar to tax trea-
ties between the United States and other de-
veloped nations. It would provide maximum 
rates of tax to be applied to various types 
of income and protection from double tax-
ation of income. The Protocol was concluded 
in recognition of the importance of the 
United States economic relations with Mex-
ico. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Protocol, 
and that the Senate give its advice and con-
sent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 25, 2003.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
February 25, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration 
on the national emergency with respect to 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion that was declared in Executive Order 
12938 of November 14, 1994. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 25, 2003.

Remarks to the Latino Coalition 
February 26, 2003

Bienvenidos. I want to thank mi abogado 
and my close friend for his leadership and 
his participation in our Government. Every-
body has got to have a good lawyer—[laugh-
ter]—especially in my line of work. [Laugh-
ter] And I’ve got a great one with Al 
Gonzales. I’m proud to call him friend. 

And I also want to thank the members of 
the Latino Coalition who are here today. I 
want to thank for your work in—obviously, 
on political issues. But really I want to thank 
you for what you’re doing in your own com-
munity, showing people that through hard 
work there’s opportunity and hope, that if 
you’re an entrepreneur—thanks for setting 
such a great example. Truly, one of the great-
est things about the Nation is that somebody 
who’s got a dream and who works hard can 
own their own business, realize their own po-
tential. So thanks for setting the example for 
a lot of our fellow citizens. 

I’m honored that Mel Martinez is here 
with us, and Hector Barreto, serving my ad-
ministration. Both men are doing a fine job 
in important positions. I want to thank Am-
bassador Hans Hertell from the Dominican 
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Republic for coming. I see you brought an 
entourage with you. [Laughter] Rosario 
Marin, who’s the Treasurer, is here. Rosario, 
great to see you. Josefina Carbonell, who is 
the Assistant Secretary for Aging, Health and 
Human Services, is with us. 

I want to thank very much the—Robert 
de Posada, who is the president of the Latino 
Coalition. I also want to thank Jane Delgado 
as well for your leadership and for working 
for what you think is right for the country. 
El Gobernador del Estado de Hidalgo is with 
us today. Gobernador, bienvenidos. Glad 
you’re here. 

I see my friend Alfredo Phillips. One of 
the great honors when I was the Governor 
of Texas was to work closely with our Mexi-
can counterparts. Senor Phillips was a man 
who came to Austin quite frequently to talk 
about NADBank and mutual development 
programs. I’m honored you’re here. I appre-
ciate your delegation coming. 

This Nation is committed to making sure 
we’ve got great relations with Mexico. The 
cornerstone of good foreign policy starts with 
making sure the neighborhood is prosperous 
and peaceful. I look forward to continuing 
to work with Vicente Fox on advancing a 
common agenda for the good of both nations. 

And so I welcome you all here. You come 
to America today during times of great chal-
lenges. There are some challenges which face 
us, but there’s no hurdle big enough for the 
American people not to cross. This is—we’ve 
got some mighty challenges to make sure the 
country is more prosperous and more hope-
ful and the world more peaceful. But sin 
duda, we’re going to achieve what we need 
to achieve, porque este pais es un gran pais, 
with great values and great hope and great 
strength. 

The first challenge we have is to make sure 
people can find work. We want everybody 
working who wants to find a job. The chal-
lenge was created, really, because of a reces-
sion and an attack on America and the fact 
that some of our fellow citizens didn’t realize 
that they needed to tell the truth all the time 
when it came to the numbers on their bal-
ance sheets. All three of those circumstances 
has created a challenge for the country. And 
the challenge is how to make sure the entre-
preneurial environment is strong and steady, 

so that people are confident in taking risk, 
that small businesses are willing to take risk 
to expand. 

And so I put out an economic plan that 
addresses the challenges that we face. First, 
I want to remind you we responded to the 
recession by tax relief. We believe that if a 
person has more money in their pockets, 
they’re likely to demand a good or a service. 
And when they do so in the marketplace, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when that happens, somebody 
is more likely to find work. That’s the 
premise of the economic policy we laid out 
in ’01. I worked with the Republicans and 
Democrats to get the tax plan through. 

We responded to the attacks on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. We had terrorism in-
surance bill passed to encourage construction 
programs to go forward. We dealt with the 
airline issue. We got the stock market opened 
up quickly. And of course, then we liberated 
Afghanistan as we sought to bring justice to 
the killers of the thousands of Americans and 
others. 

We dealt with the corporate scandals by 
passing the law that clearly says that if you 
lie, cheat, or steal, that if you defraud a share-
holder or an employee, there is going to be 
certain consequences. 

And so we made progress. But the econ-
omy still needs more work as far as we’re 
concerned. And so I’ve gone to Congress, 
and I want to share with you quite quickly, 
quite briefly what I am asking Congress to 
do. 

First of all, I think it’s very important for 
us to focus on small-business growth. We’re 
interested in job creation. The first thing—
the first fact that Congress has got to under-
stand is most small—most jobs are created 
by small businesses, most new jobs. And so, 
therefore, any package ought to be focused 
on small business in America. And this pack-
age is. It basically says, we’re—we’ve asked 
Congress to cut rates. They did, but they 
phased in the tax rate cuts over 3, 5, or 7 
years. Well, if the economy is not doing as 
well as it should today, and if Congress has 
one time seen the wisdom of letting people 
keep more of their own money, then step 
one is they ought to accelerate the tax relief 
plan to this year. All tax cuts in the future 
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ought to be accelerated to this year. If they’re 
good enough 5 years from now, they’re good 
enough today. 

Most small businesses are sole proprietor-
ships or limited partnerships or Subchapter 
S corporations, which means that they pay 
tax at the individual income tax rate. And so 
therefore, when you accelerate rate cuts, 
you’re really accelerating capital to be in-
vested by small businesses. And that’s what 
Congress must understand. The rate reduc-
tion package is good for the small-business 
sector of the American economy. 

As well, we believe we ought to increase 
the amount of expensing available to small 
businesses from the current limitation of 
$25,000 to $75,000 a year. This will encour-
age capital expenditure. It will provide incen-
tive for people to expand their businesses. 
Capital expenditure equals jobs, and the 
more capital accumulation and capital ex-
penditure we can encourage, the more likely 
it is somebody is going to find work. 

And so this plan focuses on boosting the 
amount of money consumers have to spend, 
strengthening demand for products. But it 
also focuses on capital accumulation, capital 
formation, particularly at the small-business 
sector of the American economy. 

Furthermore, I believe we ought to elimi-
nate the double taxation on dividends, and 
I will tell you why. If capital equals jobs, the 
double taxation of dividends means there is 
less capital in the private markets for invest-
ment. It’s fair to tax a company’s profits. It 
is unfair to tax that profit again when it’s dis-
tributed to one of the shareholders. And so 
our plan encourages capital formation. Our 
plan addresses the needs of the 10 million 
seniors who have dividend income. It is ben-
eficial for those seniors not to have to pay 
a tax on their dividends. As a matter of fact, 
it will help them in the later years of their 
lives. 

The dividend plan also is going to have 
a positive effect on our accounting process. 
I mean, after all, we went through a period 
of time when people said, ‘‘Invest in my com-
pany. Even though I may not have any earn-
ings, I’ve got a good idea. So let’s invest’’—
let’s invest in something that may or may not 
happen. A society which is focused on divi-
dends says, you know, cash is really what mat-

ters. You can’t—if you say, ‘‘Invest in my 
company. I’m going to pay you a dividend,’’ 
it’s not based upon some pie-in-the-sky pro-
jection. It’s based on the reality of cash. The 
dividend policy, if more companies pay divi-
dends, will have a positive effect when it 
comes to the balance sheets of America. It 
will have a reform effect, because you can’t 
project what may be. When you’re promising 
dividends, you’ve got to project what is. And 
that’s going to be good for investors, and it’s 
going to be good for accountability when it 
comes to the corporate sector of America. 

So this is the plan I’m asking Congress to 
look at. It’s a reasonable plan; it’s a stimula-
tive plan; it’s a plan that makes sense. And 
I’m asking for your help. I’d like for you to 
contact your Congressman or your Senator 
and let him know that this plan makes sense 
for the economic vitality of this country. 

We continue to face a hurdle with our 
schools. If you want America to be a hopeful 
place, we better make sure the public school 
system of America works. And so I want to 
continue—I say we face a problem because 
not every school is working the way we want 
it to. I proposed reform which the Senate 
and the House passed in my first year as the 
President. The reform said, if you spend 
money, then it makes sense to demand re-
sults. We spend money at the Federal level. 
Therefore we ought to ask, what are the re-
sults? We’re asking the simple question, ‘‘If 
you receive money, can the children read and 
write and add and subtract?’’ That’s what we 
want to know. 

It’s really important for Latino parents to 
have that question asked. It’s essential to ask 
that question if you want the future of this 
country to be bright, because oftentimes the 
Latino child just gets passed through the sys-
tem, without asking the fundamental ques-
tion of whether or not that child can read 
and write and add and subtract. 

You see, it’s oftentimes easy to walk into 
a classroom full of the so-called ‘‘hard to edu-
cate’’ and say, ‘‘We’re moving you through.’’ 
It’s what I call the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. I told the American people when I was 
running for office, ‘‘I will challenge the soft 
bigotry of low expectations, because I believe 
every child can learn, regardless of the status 
of their parents.’’ And we have done that. 
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We have done that. We’ve increased Federal 
education spending by 50 percent from the 
time I got here. But more importantly, we’re 
demanding accountability because we be-
lieve in the value of every child, and we don’t 
want one child left behind here in America. 

We look forward to working with you on 
health care matters. We want the Medicare 
system to function well. We want to make 
sure that there is a capacity for people to 
get primary care through community health 
centers. It’s an initiative which I strongly sup-
port and I’m pushing Congress to fund to 
its fullest. 

We want to make sure that there is a—
health tax credits to help the working unin-
sured. And we want to make sure there’s 
medical liability reform to make sure that 
health care is not only affordable but avail-
able. In other words, we don’t want our docs 
sued to the point where they’re leaving the 
profession, where people can’t find good 
medical care. There’s a lot we can work with 
you on, and intend to do—associated health 
care plans, incredibly important part of mak-
ing sure small-business owners can provide 
affordable health care to their employees. 

I also want to work with—continue to work 
with you all in America on making sure that 
our welfare system is complete. I say com-
plete because the best welfare programs of-
tentimes are those found in our iglesias, our 
churches and synagogues and mosques. And 
our Government must not fear the power of 
faith in our society but must welcome faith-
based programs which exist to heal hearts 
and provide hope for broken lives. 

The great strength of this country lies in 
the hearts of our fellow citizens. The great 
power of transformation in neighborhoods 
can take place because thousands of citizens 
have heard the universal call to love a neigh-
bor like they would like to be loved themself. 
And so you’ll see us continue to work with 
our neighborhood helpers and healers at the 
Federal level to encourage faith-based pro-
grams to flourish and exist. 

I recognize that one person can’t solve all 
of our society’s problems, but one person can 
help save one life. And it’s that accumulative 
effect, what I call the gathering momentum 
of millions of acts of kindness which take 
place on a daily basis, which literally can 

transform this country, one heart and one 
soul at a time. 

I also want to talk to you about how to 
make sure our judiciary works well. It starts 
with me naming good people to serve on the 
bench, good, solid, honest, decent Americans 
who are willing to forgo the private practice 
of law, the comforts of private life, and serve 
on the Federal bench. And that’s exactly 
what I’ve done. I’ve named some incredibly 
fine Americans to serve in this important part 
of our Government, and no finer American 
as Miguel Estrada. He is a man I have 
named, nominated for the DC Circuit Court 
of Appeals. When confirmed, he’ll be the 
first Hispanic to serve on what they call the 
second most important court in America. 

His story is the American story. His 
story—it’s what makes this country so pro-
found and so hopeful and so promising. After 
all, he came to the country from Honduras. 
He could barely speak English. He came as 
a teenage boy, had trouble with our native 
language, and yet ends up shortly thereafter 
in Harvard Law School as one of the top stu-
dents. It speaks about a man who has a dream 
and works hard to achieve that dream, under-
stands the value of education, overcame dif-
ficulties, and became one of the top law stu-
dents out of Harvard. 

He has argued 15 cases before the Su-
preme Court. He has taken his knowledge 
and capacity and argued before the highest 
court of our land. He has served in the Jus-
tice Department under Presidents from both 
political parties. He is a incredibly bright 
mind. 

Yet, his nomination is being delayed and 
stalled by Democratic Senators. His nomina-
tion has been stalled for 2 years. They’re 
blocking the vote on this good man for purely 
political reasons. The Senators are applying 
a double standard to Miguel Estrada by re-
quiring him to answer questions that other 
judicial nominees over time have not been 
forced to answer. And that is not right, and 
that is not fair. 

By blocking a vote on Miguel Estrada, 
some Democrats in the Senate are flaunting 
the intention of the United States Constitu-
tion and the tradition of the United States 
Senate itself. Alexander Hamilton wrote that 
the purpose of the Senate confirmation was 
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to prevent the appointment of unfit char-
acters. No one can possibly call Miguel 
Estrada ‘‘unfit.’’ The American Bar Associa-
tion has given him its highest ratings—high-
est ratings. And he has the qualifications and 
the experience and the temperament to 
make an outstanding judge. 

The partisans in the Senate are subjecting 
Miguel Estrada to an unfair double standard. 
Failing to allow an up-or-down vote—a vote 
which will pass—on Miguel Estrada’s nomi-
nation is a travesty, an injustice being carried 
out by those responsible for helping to up-
hold justice in this country. 

I want to thank you for your work on 
Miguel’s nomination. I will stand by that 
man’s side until he is sworn in as a judge. 

And finally, we have been called to defend 
America and to keep the peace. We face a 
significant challenge, and that is to protect 
the homeland of the American people. Prior 
to September the 11th, 2001, we thought 
oceans would protect the homeland of the 
American people. We thought that history 
would continue to repeat itself, that this Na-
tion was safe and secure, that if there was 
a gathering threat overseas, we could deal 
with it if we felt like dealing with it, but it 
was not a problem for the home people. Yet, 
on September the 11th, the world changed. 
It changed dramatically and sadly for thou-
sands of citizens. It also changed for how this 
country must view our position in the world. 
The strategic vision of the country shifted. 

We’re doing everything we can here at 
home to secure the homeland. We’ve got 
agencies working overtime, people sharing 
information. Our borders are becoming more 
efficient. We want people, commerce to 
move freely, but we don’t want terrorists to 
move freely. So we’re doing as good a job 
as we possibly can to protect you. But the 
best way to secure the homeland is to find 
killers before they kill us and bring them to 
justice. And that’s what we’re going to do. 

So we’re on the hunt, on Al Qaida. This 
is a different kind of war. It’s a war which 
requires a good intelligence-sharing, and it 
requires cutting off money. It requires spe-
cially skilled troops to smoke these people 
out of their caves and to bring them to jus-
tice. And that’s what we’re doing, one by one. 
Sometimes you’ll see success, and sometimes 

you won’t. You just got to know the mighty 
United States, along with 89 other countries 
in our coalition for Enduring Freedom, are 
doing everything we can to protect you and 
protect other people who love freedom. 

There’s also a threat gathering in Iraq. It’s 
been gathering for a long period of time. The 
danger with Iraq is that he can strike in the 
neighborhood. And the danger with Iraq is 
that he has got the willingness and capacity 
to train Al Qaida-type organizations and pro-
vide them with equipment to hurt America. 

The world has waited a long time for Mr. 
Saddam Hussein to disarm. They’ve waited 
a long time. He is a master of disguise and 
delay. He’ll say, ‘‘Oh, I’m disarming,’’ after 
he said he has no arms. 

We will continue to work with our friends, 
people who understand the value of freedom. 
We will insist that the United Nation Resolu-
tion 1441 be adhered to in its fullest. After 
all, we want the United Nations to be a legiti-
mate, effective body. But for the safety of 
the American people and for peace in the 
world, Saddam Hussein will be disarmed one 
way or the other. And this Nation does so 
for the sake of peace. 

The use of our military is the absolute last 
option. It is the last alternative for the Presi-
dent. But the risk of doing nothing, the risk 
of assuming that Saddam Hussein will 
change, the risk of thinking and hoping for 
the best for the American people, far out-
weighs the risk of committing troops if we 
have to. The choice is Saddam Hussein’s to 
make. It’s been his to make all along. He 
gets to choose between peace and war. 

And the other thing that is an inherent part 
of our view of Iraq is how I started the discus-
sion here. See, we believe everybody matters; 
everybody counts. It doesn’t matter your 
background, where you’re from; everybody 
has worth. As I said in my State of the Union 
Address, liberty is not America’s gift to the 
world; liberty is God’s gift to human—to the 
human—mankind. And that’s what we be-
lieve. 

So in the days ahead, as we deal with this 
challenge facing our country, you need to 
know that the value of freedom and liberty 
will be at the forefront of a policy designed 
to make the world more peaceful and a policy 
designed to protect the American people. 
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Thank you for your interest. May God 
bless you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred 
to Hans H. Hertell, U.S. Ambassador to the Do-
minican Republic; Jane Delgado, president and 
chief executive officer, National Alliance for His-
panic Health; Gov. Manuel Angel Nunez Soto of 
Hidalgo, Mexico; Alfredo Phillips Olmedo, former 
Managing Director, North American Develop-
ment Bank; President Vicente Fox of Mexico; and 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks to the American Enterprise 
Institute Annual Dinner 
February 26, 2003

Thank you all very much. Thanks for the 
warm welcome. I’m proud to be with the 
scholars and the friends and the supporters 
of the American Enterprise Institute. I want 
to thank you for overlooking my dress code 
violation. [Laughter] They were about to stop 
me at the door, but Irving Kristol said, ‘‘I 
know this guy. Let him in.’’ [Laughter] 

Chris, thank you for your very kind intro-
duction, and thank you for your leadership. 
I see many distinguished guests here tonight, 
members of my Cabinet, Members of Con-
gress, Justice Scalia, Justice Thomas, and so 
many respected writers and policy experts. 
I’m always happy to see your senior fellow, 
Dr. Lynne Cheney. Lynne is a wise and 
thoughtful commentator on history and cul-
ture and a dear friend to Laura and me. I’m 
also familiar with the good work of her hus-
band. [Laughter] You may remember him, 
the former director of my vice presidential 
search committee. [Laughter] Thank God 
Dick Cheney said yes. 

Thanks for fitting me into the program to-
night. I know I’m not the featured speaker. 
I’m just a warmup act for Allan Meltzer. But 
I want to congratulate Dr. Meltzer for a life-
time of achievement, and for tonight’s well-
deserved honor. Congratulations, Dr. 
Meltzer. 

At the American Enterprise Institute, 
some of the finest minds in our Nation are 
at work on some of the greatest challenges 

to our Nation. You do such good work that 
my administration has borrowed 20 such 
minds. I want to thank them for their service, 
but I also want to remind people that for 
60 years, AEI scholars have made vital con-
tributions to our country and to our Govern-
ment, and we are grateful for those contribu-
tions. 

We meet here during a crucial period in 
the history of our Nation and of the civilized 
world. Part of that history was written by oth-
ers; the rest will be written by us. On a Sep-
tember morning, threats that had gathered 
for years, in secret and far away, led to mur-
der in our country on a massive scale. As 
a result, we must look at security in a new 
way, because our country is a battlefield in 
the first war of the 21st century. 

We learned a lesson: The dangers of our 
time must be confronted actively and force-
fully, before we see them again in our skies 
and in our cities. And we set a goal: We will 
not allow the triumph of hatred and violence 
in the affairs of men. 

Our coalition of more than 90 countries 
is pursuing the networks of terror with every 
tool of law enforcement and with military 
power. We have arrested or otherwise dealt 
with many key commanders of Al Qaida. 
Across the world, we are hunting down the 
killers one by one. We are winning. And 
we’re showing them the definition of Amer-
ican justice. And we are opposing the great-
est danger in the war on terror, outlaw re-
gimes arming with weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

In Iraq, a dictator is building and hiding 
weapons that could enable him to dominate 
the Middle East and intimidate the civilized 
world, and we will not allow it. This same 
tyrant has close ties to terrorist organizations 
and could supply them with the terrible 
means to strike this country, and America will 
not permit it. The danger posed by Saddam 
Hussein and his weapons cannot be ignored 
or wished away. The danger must be con-
fronted. We hope that the Iraqi regime will 
meet the demands of the United Nations and 
disarm, fully and peacefully. If it does not, 
we are prepared to disarm Iraq by force. Ei-
ther way, this danger will be removed. 

The safety of the American people de-
pends on ending this direct and growing 
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threat. Acting against the danger will also 
contribute greatly to the long-term safety and 
stability of our world. The current Iraqi re-
gime has shown the power of tyranny to 
spread discord and violence in the Middle 
East. A liberated Iraq can show the power 
of freedom to transform that vital region, by 
bringing hope and progress into the lives of 
millions. America’s interests in security and 
America’s belief in liberty both lead in the 
same direction, to a free and peaceful Iraq. 

The first to benefit from a free Iraq would 
be the Iraqi people themselves. Today they 
live in scarcity and fear under a dictator who 
has brought them nothing but war and mis-
ery and torture. Their lives and their freedom 
matter little to Saddam Hussein, but Iraqi 
lives and freedom matter greatly to us. 

Bringing stability and unity to a free Iraq 
will not be easy. Yet that is no excuse to leave 
the Iraqi regime’s torture chambers and poi-
son labs in operation. Any future the Iraqi 
people choose for themselves will be better 
than the nightmare world that Saddam Hus-
sein has chosen for them. 

If we must use force, the United States 
and our coalition stand ready to help the citi-
zens of a liberated Iraq. We will deliver med-
icine to the sick, and we are now moving 
into place nearly 3 million emergency rations 
to feed the hungry. We’ll make sure that 
Iraq’s 55,000 food distribution sites, oper-
ating under the oil-for-food program, are 
stocked and open as soon as possible. The 
United States and Great Britain are pro-
viding tens of millions of dollars to the U.N. 
High Commission on Refugees and to such 
groups as the World Food Program and 
UNICEF to provide emergency aid to the 
Iraqi people. 

We will also lead in carrying out the urgent 
and dangerous work of destroying chemical 
and biological weapons. We will provide se-
curity against those who try to spread chaos 
or settle scores or threaten the territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq. We will seek to protect Iraq’s 
natural resources from sabotage by a dying 
regime and ensure those resources are used 
for the benefit of the owners, the Iraqi peo-
ple. 

The United States has no intention of de-
termining the precise form of Iraq’s new 
Government. That choice belongs to the 

Iraqi people. Yet, we will ensure that one 
brutal dictator is not replaced by another. All 
Iraqis must have a voice in the new Govern-
ment, and all citizens must have their rights 
protected. 

Rebuilding Iraq will require a sustained 
commitment from many nations, including 
our own. We will remain in Iraq as long as 
necessary and not a day more. America has 
made and kept this kind of commitment be-
fore, in the peace that followed a World War. 
After defeating enemies, we did not leave be-
hind occupying armies; we left constitutions 
and parliaments. We established an atmos-
phere of safety, in which responsible, reform-
minded local leaders could build lasting insti-
tutions of freedom. In societies that once 
bred fascism and militarism, liberty found a 
permanent home. 

There was a time when many said that the 
cultures of Japan and Germany were incapa-
ble of sustaining democratic values. Well, 
they were wrong. Some say the same of Iraq 
today. They are mistaken. The nation of Iraq, 
with its proud heritage, abundant resources, 
and skilled and educated people, is fully ca-
pable of moving toward democracy and living 
in freedom. 

The world has a clear interest in the spread 
of democratic values, because stable and free 
nations do not breed the ideologies of mur-
der. They encourage the peaceful pursuit of 
a better life. And there are hopeful signs of 
a desire for freedom in the Middle East. Arab 
intellectuals have called on Arab govern-
ments to address the ‘‘freedom gap’’ so their 
peoples can fully share in the progress of our 
times. Leaders in the region speak of a new 
Arab charter that champions internal reform, 
greater political participation, economic 
openness, and free trade. And from Morocco 
to Bahrain and beyond, nations are taking 
genuine steps toward political reform. A new 
regime in Iraq would serve as a dramatic and 
inspiring example of freedom for other na-
tions in the region. 

It is presumptuous and insulting to suggest 
that a whole region of the world, or the one-
fifth of humanity that is Muslim, is somehow 
untouched by the most basic aspirations of 
life. Human cultures can be vastly different. 
Yet the human heart desires the same good 
things everywhere on Earth. In our desire 
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to be safe from brutal and bullying oppres-
sion, human beings are the same. In our de-
sire to care for our children and give them 
a better life, we are the same. For these fun-
damental reasons, freedom and democracy 
will always and everywhere have greater ap-
peal than the slogans of hatred and the tactics 
of terror. 

Success in Iraq could also begin a new 
stage for Middle Eastern peace and set in 
motion progress towards a truly democratic 
Palestinian state. The passing of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime will deprive terrorist net-
works of a wealthy patron that pays for ter-
rorist training and offers rewards to families 
of suicide bombers. And other regimes will 
be given a clear warning that support for ter-
ror will not be tolerated. 

Without this outside support for terrorism, 
Palestinians who are working for reform and 
long for democracy will be in a better posi-
tion to choose new leaders, true leaders who 
strive for peace, true leaders who faithfully 
serve the people. A Palestinian state must be 
a reformed and peaceful state that abandons 
forever the use of terror. 

For its part, the new Government of Israel, 
as the terror threat is removed and security 
improves, will be expected to support the 
creation of a viable Palestinian state and to 
work as quickly as possible toward a final sta-
tus agreement. As progress is made toward 
peace, settlement activity in the occupied 
territories must end. And the Arab states will 
be expected to meet their responsibilities to 
oppose terrorism, to support the emergence 
of a peaceful and democratic Palestine, and 
state clearly they will live in peace with 
Israel. 

The United States and other nations are 
working on a roadmap for peace. We are set-
ting out the necessary conditions for progress 
toward the goal of two states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace and secu-
rity. It is the commitment of our Government 
and my personal commitment to implement 
the roadmap and to reach that goal. Old pat-
terns of conflict in the Middle East can be 
broken, if all concerned will let go of bitter-
ness and hatred and violence and get on with 
the serious work of economic development 
and political reform and reconciliation. 
America will seize every opportunity in pur-

suit of peace. And the end of the present 
regime in Iraq would create such an oppor-
tunity. 

In confronting Iraq, the United States is 
also showing our commitment to effective 
international institutions. We are a perma-
nent member of the United Nations Security 
Council. We helped to create the Security 
Council. We believe in the Security Council 
so much that we want its words to have 
meaning. 

The global threat of proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction cannot be confronted 
by one nation alone. The world needs today 
and will need tomorrow international bodies 
with the authority and the will to stop the 
spread of terror and chemical and biological 
and nuclear weapons. A threat to all must 
be answered by all. High-minded pronounce-
ments against proliferation mean little unless 
the strongest nations are willing to stand be-
hind them and use force if necessary. After 
all, the United Nations was created, as Win-
ston Churchill said, to ‘‘make sure that the 
force of right will, in the ultimate issue, be 
protected by the right of force.’’

Another resolution is now before the Secu-
rity Council. If the Council responds to Iraq’s 
defiance with more excuses and delays, if all 
its authority proves to be empty, the United 
Nations will be severely weakened as a 
source of stability and order. If the members 
rise to this moment, then the Council will 
fulfill its founding purpose. 

I’ve listened carefully as people and lead-
ers around the world have made known their 
desire for peace. All of us want peace. The 
threat to peace does not come from those 
who seek to enforce the just demands of the 
civilized world. The threat to peace comes 
from those who flout those demands. If we 
have to act, we will act to restrain the violent 
and defend the cause of peace. And by act-
ing, we will signal to outlaw regimes that in 
this new century, the boundaries of civilized 
behavior will be respected. 

Protecting those boundaries carries a cost. 
If war is forced upon us by Iraq’s refusal to 
disarm, we will meet an enemy who hides 
his military forces behind civilians, who has 
terrible weapons, who is capable of any 
crime. The dangers are real, as our soldiers 
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and sailors, airmen and marines fully under-
stand. Yet, no military has ever been better 
prepared to meet these challenges. 

Members of our Armed Forces also under-
stand why they may be called to fight. They 
know that retreat before a dictator guaran-
tees even greater sacrifices in the future. 
They know that America’s cause is right and 
just, liberty for an oppressed people and se-
curity for the American people. And I know 
something about these men and women who 
wear our uniform: They will complete every 
mission they are given with skill and honor 
and courage. 

Much is asked of America in this year 
2003. The work ahead is demanding. It will 
be difficult to help freedom take hold in a 
country that has known three decades of dic-
tatorship, secret police, internal divisions, 
and war. It will be difficult to cultivate liberty 
and peace in the Middle East, after so many 
generations of strife. Yet the security of our 
Nation and the hope of millions depend on 
us, and Americans do not turn away from 
duties because they are hard. We have met 
great tests in other times, and we will meet 
the tests of our time. 

We go forward with confidence, because 
we trust in the power of human freedom to 
change lives and nations. By the resolve and 
purpose of America and of our friends and 
allies, we will make this an age of progress 
and liberty. Free people will set the course 
of history, and free people will keep the 
peace of the world. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:22 p.m. in the 
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Irving 
Kristol, senior fellow, and Christopher DeMuth, 
president, American Enterprise Institute; Allan H. 
Meltzer, recipient of the first Irving Kristol Award 
at the dinner; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

February 27, 2003

President Bush. A couple of opening 
statements; we’ll answer questions today. 

Mr. President, welcome back to the Oval 
Office. 

The President has just brought me and 
members of my administration up to date on 
the progress being made in Afghanistan. I 
guess the best way to summarize the discus-
sion is that I’m welcoming a courageous lead-
er, who’s got a clear vision about the future 
of a country he loves, back to the Oval Office. 

I was deeply impressed by some of the sta-
tistics that he talked about. Over 2 million 
refugees have returned back to Afghanistan 
since he was last here in the Oval Office. 
As the President pointed out, those are peo-
ple who are expressing their opinion about 
the future of Afghanistan by making a deci-
sion to return home. 

He also told me that there are now 3 mil-
lion children going to school in Afghanistan. 
Right after and during the period of the 
Taliban and right after the war, the number 
of children going to school was negligible. 

This is tremendous progress, and I want 
the American people to know that we’re 
proud of the progress which is being made. 
I want to continue to thank the American 
people for their support of the—of Afghani-
stan and our desire for the—human life to 
improve there. 

And Mr. President, we appreciate your 
leadership, your determination. And we con-
tinue to look forward to working with you 
to bring not only peace to that part of the 
world but a hopeful future for the citizens. 
So welcome back to the Oval Office. 

President Karzai. Well, thank you very 
much, Mr. President. It’s an honor for me 
to be here with you in the White House. The 
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United States and yourself have helped tre-
mendously in the past year to rebuild Af-
ghanistan, to help us in all aspects of life, 
including the 3 million children that now go 
to school have been receiving help from the 
United States. You have helped us with the 
roads, with the building of the National Army 
of Afghanistan. 

I’m here to thank you and the American 
people. And I’m also here to ask you to do 
more for us in making the life of the Afghan 
people better, more stable, more peaceful. 
I’m also here to tell you that the war against 
terrorism is going on. We have defeated 
them, but some elements are still there. And 
we should go on strong and tough to get them 
all and free the world from that menace. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Karzai. Thank you. 
President Bush. Ron [Ron Fournier, As-

sociated Press]. 

Disarmament of Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, following up on your 

speech last night, if the United States had 
expanded its mission beyond the liberation 
of Kuwait and removed Saddam Hussein 
from power in the 1990s, would the Middle 
East be more peaceful now? 

President Bush. The mission in early 
1990s was to liberate Kuwait, and the United 
States achieved that mission. The mission 
now is to disarm Saddam Hussein, in the 
name of peace. And we will disarm Saddam 
Hussein. 

I noticed today there is some talk about 
the illegal rockets in Iraq. He—this is part 
of his—the discussion about these rockets is 
part of his campaign of deception. See, he’ll 
say, ‘‘I’m not going to destroy the rockets,’’ 
and then he’ll have a change of mind this 
weekend and destroy the rockets and say, 
‘‘I’ve disarmed.’’ The rockets are just the tip 
of the iceberg. The only question at hand 
is total, complete disarmament, which he is 
refusing to do. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Regime Change in Iraq 
Q. If I could just follow up, though, on 

your rationale from yesterday. If we could 
have peace in the Middle East by removing 
Saddam now, couldn’t we have had it if we 

had removed him 10 years ago? Or is that 
a——

President Bush. The mission—just re-
member what the mission was. When you 
commit troops to war, you must have a clear 
mission. Should we be forced to commit our 
troops because of his failure to disarm, the 
mission will be complete disarmament, 
which will mean regime change. That was 
not the mission in 1991. 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. You talked last night about the Middle 

East roadmap. What’s holding that up? 
When can we see that? 

President Bush. We have been working 
on the Middle East every day. We will con-
tinue to work to bring peace to the Middle 
East. And my fervent desire is for the—is 
to achieve peace and to improve the plight 
of the Palestinian citizen and, at the same 
time, improve the security for not only the 
Palestinians but the Israelis. We work the 
peace issue constantly. 

National Economy 
Q. Mr. President, consumer confidence 

numbers hit their lowest levels in, I think, 
9 years yesterday. And many of those sur-
veyed say that they’re more concerned about 
the economy than they are about Iraq. 
Money managers on Wall Street say that 
even when the uncertainty over what is hap-
pening in Iraq is resolved, there remain many 
obstacles of a purely business nature that 
leave them less than confident looking for-
ward. Are you frustrated by the sense that 
perhaps perception could become reality 
here, that the lack of confidence seems to 
be becoming more entrenched? 

President Bush. I’ve got confidence in the 
future of our economy. There’s strong signals 
that this economy will improve. But I under-
stand we need to have a stimulus package 
to make sure that the forecasts and the pre-
dictions become true. A lot of the experts 
are projecting growth at 3.3 percent. Inher-
ent in their projections is that Congress pass 
a stimulus package, fiscal stimulus package. 
I proposed the one that I think will work. 

And so that is one of the reasons why 
you’re seeing this administration on a regular 
basis pursue a stimulus package that will have 
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a positive effect for job creation, a stimulus 
package directed to small-business owners in 
America, a stimulus package which will en-
courage investment, a stimulus package 
which will ultimately help seniors because 
their dividends might be taxed twice. So this 
is a stimulus package that is very positive. 

But I’m very optimistic about the future 
of this country—the economic future, and 
I’m optimistic about our chances to achieve 
peace. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and Afghanistan 
February 27, 2003

President Bush and President Karzai reaf-
firm their common vision for an Afghanistan 
that is prosperous, democratic, at peace, con-
tributing to regional stability, market friend-
ly, and respectful of human rights. They af-
firm their ironclad and lasting partnership in 
pursuit of this vision, and will work together 
to ensure that Afghanistan is never again a 
haven for terrorists and that no resurgence 
of terrorism threatens Afghanistan. 

The United States has demonstrated its 
commitment to Afghanistan, providing U.S. 
forces to combat terror and secure stability, 
and granting over $900 million in assistance 
since 2001. Working together, Afghans, 
Americans, and our international partners 
have made great progress in ridding Afghani-
stan of Al Qaida and Taliban elements. We 
averted famine for some 7 million Afghans 
last year, and have begun the essential and 
challenging work of rebuilding after decades 
of dictatorship, war, and extremism. As a sign 
of confidence in the future, some 2 million 
refugees have returned to Afghanistan over 
the past year. But much remains to be done. 
This year will mark a shift toward long-term 
reconstruction projects and the rebuilding of 
Afghan institutions. The United States will 
be a full partner in this transition, helping 
to secure stability and supporting reconstruc-

tion throughout the country, including roads, 
schools, clinics, and agriculture. We will con-
tinue our work together, with other partners, 
to gather the resources that will hasten the 
day when all Afghans lead prosperous and 
secure lives. 

President Karzai has declared 2003 to be 
a year of national institution building for Af-
ghanistan, a year when the economic and so-
cial benefits of peace are extended through-
out the country. 

Afghans are enjoying newfound freedoms 
and hope for a brighter tomorrow. The 
United States will work with Afghanistan to 
extend the accomplishments of the Bonn Ac-
cord of December 2001 and the Emergency 
Loya Jirga of June 2002 so that Afghans can 
build a democratic, constitutional govern-
ment within the context of Afghanistan’s 
unique culture and history. 

The United States military will continue 
with its primary mission to prevent terrorist 
elements from undermining the security en-
vironment, while also building the Afghan 
national army—a central priority for both 
governments—and facilitating reconstruc-
tion. President Karzai strongly favors the cre-
ation by the United States and other coalition 
partners of a number of Provincial Recon-
struction Teams that will work closely with 
Afghan government ministries, UN agencies, 
and NGOs in advancing common reconstruc-
tion objectives while also working with the 
graduate battalions of the Afghan National 
Army to advance the mission of enhancing 
security nationwide. 

President Bush reaffirms that the United 
States will continue to be a full partner in 
Afghanistan’s reconstruction and, with the 
support of Congress, continue with a com-
prehensive program of U.S. assistance to Af-
ghanistan at levels commensurate with the 
past. To support President Karzai’s goal of 
seeing a transition to broad-based recon-
struction efforts, the United States will focus 
its efforts on particular projects in the areas 
of transportation, agriculture, education, and 
health. 

•  The United States has committed $80 
million to the rebuilding of the Kabul-
Kandahar-Herat road—Afghanistan’s 
main transportation artery. Japan and 
Saudi Arabia are joining us in this 
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project. The United States, in partner-
ship with Norway, will also provide $12 
million to build a bridge over the river 
between Afghanistan and Tajikistan, 
forming a key road link. 

•  Agricultural projects will include a pack-
age of irrigation programs, including $6 
million to assist Afghanistan in man-
aging water systems that are already 
being repaired under cash-for-work 
programs and a $15 million project to 
restore irrigation systems and other es-
sential services. 

•  In the area of education, the United 
States is initiating a $60 million program 
to build or repair 1000 schools, print 15 
million textbooks, train 30,000 teachers, 
and offer accelerated learning programs 
to 60,000 students. 

•  Health is also a priority sector for U.S. 
assistance, with $133 million planned 
for a three-year program that will con-
struct or rehabilitate 550 primary health 
care centers, expand access to health 
services in rural areas, and address the 
basic health care needs of women and 
children. 

The United States and Afghanistan will 
work together toward that day when Afghani-
stan is fully secure and self-sufficient. In Af-
ghanistan as elsewhere, the United States 
covets no resources and seeks no special ad-
vantage. President Bush and President 
Karzai reaffirm the bond of friendship that 
unites the peoples of America and Afghani-
stan in the common pursuit of a safer, freer, 
and more prosperous world for the benefit 
of all. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Proposed Legislation 
To Implement the Clear Skies 
Initiative 
February 27, 2003

In my State of the Union Address, I urged 
Congress to enact my aggressive and innova-
tive plan to cut air pollution, the Clear Skies 
Initiative. Clear Skies will cut powerplant 
emissions by 70 percent—much further, fast-

er, more cost-effectively and with more cer-
tainty than current law. 

Today, with the reintroduction of my legis-
lation, Clear Skies takes an important step 
towards delivering health and environmental 
benefits to Americans. I am pleased that 
Chairman Tauzin and Chairman Barton have 
introduced Clear Skies in the House and 
Chairman Inhofe and Chairman Voinovich 
have introduced it in the Senate. 

In the last 30 years, America has dramati-
cally improved air quality. Clear Skies is the 
next step in this positive trend towards bring-
ing cleaner air and better health to more of 
our citizens. We have learned a lot about 
what approaches work best, and now is the 
time to put those lessons to use. 

Clear Skies builds on the proven success 
of our most effective clean air program—the 
acid rain reduction program, which signifi-
cantly reduced acid rain in the Northeast. 
Clear Skies expands this program so that in 
the next decade alone, we will remove 35 
million more tons of pollution from the air 
than would the current Clean Air Act. This 
will also help protect our forests, lakes, 
streams, and coastal waters from acid rain, 
nitrogen, and mercury degradation. And 
Clear Skies will do this through the use of 
a market-based system that guarantees re-
sults while keeping electricity prices afford-
able for Americans. 

I thank Chairmen Tauzin, Inhofe, Barton, 
and Voinovich for their leadership on this im-
portant environmental initiative. Clear Skies 
represents cost-effective pollution reductions 
that make sense for the environment and the 
economy. Administrator Whitman and I look 
forward to working with Congress to deliver 
the benefits promised by passage of Clear 
Skies legislation.

Statement Announcing the 
Hydrogen Powerplant 
Demonstration Project and the 
Carbon Sequestration Leadership 
Forum 
February 27, 2003

Today I am pleased to announce that the 
United States will sponsor a $1 billion, 10-
year demonstration project to create the 
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world’s first coal-based, zero-emissions elec-
tricity and hydrogen powerplant. This project 
will be undertaken with international part-
ners and power and advanced technology 
providers to dramatically reduce air pollution 
and capture and store emissions of green-
house gases. We will work together on this 
important effort to meet the world’s growing 
energy needs, while protecting the health of 
our people and our environment. 

Secretaries Powell and Abraham will also 
initiate an international Carbon Sequestra-
tion Leadership Forum, to collaborate with 
international partners on advancing the re-
search, development, and commercial de-
ployment of carbon capture and storage tech-
nologies in the next decade. 

Recently, my administration has proposed 
initiatives to accelerate research and devel-
opment of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles to 
allow for commercialization by 2020, and fu-
sion energy by the middle of this century. 
This demonstration project and the Carbon 
Sequestration Leadership Forum will build 
on these initiatives to provide the American 
people and the world with advanced tech-
nologies to meet the world’s energy needs, 
while improving our global environment for 
future generations.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Legislation To Prohibit Human 
Cloning 

February 27, 2003

Today’s resounding bipartisan vote in the 
House demonstrates concern for the pro-
found moral and social issues posed by 
human cloning. Like most Americans, I be-
lieve human cloning is deeply troubling, and 
I strongly support efforts by Congress to ban 
all human cloning. We must advance the 
promise and cause of medical science, in-
cluding through ethical stem cell research, 
yet we must do so in ways that respect human 
dignity and help build a culture of life. I urge 
the Senate to act quickly on legislation ban-
ning all human cloning.

Statement on Proposed Legislation 
To Implement the Jobs and Growth 
Package 
February 27, 2003

I commend Senators Nickles and Miller 
and Chairman Thomas for their leadership 
in introducing my jobs and growth package, 
which will put money back into the hands 
of millions of Americans and increase invest-
ment and job opportunities. 

Today’s action demonstrates bipartisan 
commitment to promoting economic growth 
and creating jobs. The plan will cut taxes for 
everyone across the board, eliminate the un-
fair double taxation of dividends, increase 
small-business investment incentives, help 
families with children, and end the penalty 
paid by working couples. 

I look forward to continuing to work with 
Chairman Thomas, Chairman Grassley, and 
members of both parties who share my vision 
for strengthening America’s economic recov-
ery and ensuring that every individual who 
wants a job is able to find one.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Relating to 
Cuba and of the Emergency 
Authority Relating to the Regulation 
of the Anchorage and Movement of 
Vessels 
February 27, 2003

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867, 
President Clinton declared a national emer-
gency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations 
caused by the February 24, 1996, destruction 
by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed 
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. In July 1996 
and on subsequent occasions, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully 
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter 
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a flotilla and peaceful protest. Since 
these events, the Government of Cuba has 
not demonstrated that it will refrain from the 
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future use of reckless and excessive force 
against U.S. vessels or aircraft that may en-
gage in memorial activities or peaceful pro-
test north of Cuba. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect 
to Cuba and the emergency authority relat-
ing to the regulation of the anchorage and 
movement of vessels set out in Proclamation 
6867. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:34 p.m., February 27, 2003] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on February 28.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Cuba 
February 27, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the emergency declared with respect to the 
Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 2003, to the Federal Register 
for publication. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2003.

Remarks to Department of 
Homeland Security Employees 
February 28, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It is an 
honor for me to speak to the men and women 
who go to work every day and every night 
to protect our great country. Since the day 
this Nation was attacked, you have been on 
the frontlines on the war against terror. 
You’ve worked hard under urgent and some-
times incredibly difficult circumstances. 
America is really grateful. 

Tomorrow marks an historic day for our 
Government and for our country. Around 
170,000 people from more than 20 Federal 
agencies will officially join the new Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, creating a more 
effective, organized, and united defense of 
our homeland. Every member of this new 
Department accepts an essential mission to 
prevent another terrorist attack. Yours is a 
vital and important step in reorganizing our 
Government to meet the threats of a new 
era as we continue the work of securing this 
country. 

I picked a good man to be the first Cabinet 
Secretary of this new Department, a man 
who’s got courage to lead, a man who speaks 
clearly about our goals, a man who under-
stands accountability, and I appreciate my 
friend Tom Ridge for serving in this capacity. 

I want to thank other members of my Cab-
inet who are here for this historic announce-
ment: Attorney General John Ashcroft—Mr. 
General, thank you for coming. Ann 
Veneman of the Department of Agriculture 
is with us today. Norm Mineta—Norm just 
got out of the hospital. Norm did an incred-
ible job on the Transportation Security Agen-
cy. He was given a task that a lot of people 
thought would—the Department of Trans-
portation could never accomplish. And 
thanks to his leadership and his team, he did 
a fabulous job. You’re looking pretty darn 
good to me, by the way. 

Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, hon-
ored she is with us today. I appreciate so 
very much Sam Bodman, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Commerce, being with us. Admiral 
James Loy, who is the Under Secretary of 
the Department of Transportation, is with us. 
Thank you for coming. Janet Hale, the Under 
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Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security; Mike Brown, the Under Secretary-
designee at the Department of Homeland 
Security; Dr. Charles McQueary, the Under 
Secretary-designee, Department of Home-
land Security, who I’ll talk about a little bit 
later. 

Commandant Tom Collins of the Coast 
Guard is with us today. I appreciate so very 
much Robert Mueller, who is the head of 
the FBI as well. Robert Bonner runs the 
Customs Service; Ralph Basham, head of the 
Secret Service. I really like the head of the 
Secret Service—[laughter]—if you know 
what I mean. [Laughter] Michael Garcia, 
INS; Chief Gus de la Vina, who is the Border 
Patrol. The men and women on this stage, 
who represent thousands of our fellow citi-
zens, who care a lot about our country, the 
people in the audience, thank you for giving 
me a chance to come. 

The world changed on September the 
11th, 2001. We learned that a threat that 
gathers on the other side of the Earth can 
strike our own cities and kill our own citizens. 
It’s an important lesson, one we must never 
forget. Oceans no longer protect America 
from the dangers of this world. We’re pro-
tected by daily vigilance at home. And we 
will be protected by resolute and decisive ac-
tion against threats abroad. 

We’re tracking down terrorists who hate 
America, one by one. We’re on the hunt. We 
got them on the run. And it’s a matter of 
time before they learn the meaning of Amer-
ican justice. We’re opposing terror regimes 
that are arming with weapons of mass de-
struction to threaten the peace and freedom 
of this world. And we’re taking unprece-
dented measures to defend the homeland 
with the largest reorganization of our Gov-
ernment in more than a half a century. 

The agencies that join the Department of 
Homeland Security tomorrow will retain 
their longstanding responsibilities. And of 
course, the individuals who join the Depart-
ment will retain their rights as Federal work-
ers. Each agency, with its own proud and 
honored tradition, will also gain a new man-
date and must adopt a new mindset. We cre-
ated this Cabinet Department in a time of 
war. And every professional in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security plays a valuable 

role in winning the first war of the 21st cen-
tury. For a vast and free nation, there is no 
such thing as perfect security, no such thing 
as a 100-percent guarantee that we’re pro-
tected against the hidden network of cold-
blooded killers. Yet, we’re determined to do 
everything in our power to defeat this enemy 
and to defend our people while upholding 
the great Constitution of the United States 
of America. 

We’ve taken some critical steps to increase 
homeland security, and there’s more work for 
this Department to do. The Department of 
Homeland Security is charged with analyzing 
the vulnerabilities of our Nation’s critical in-
frastructure, from dams to banks to seaports. 
And when our intelligence agency learn of 
new threats, the Department will move 
quickly to take protective action. 

In meeting this responsibility, the Depart-
ment will be a full partner in the new Ter-
rorism Threat Integration Center, which will 
integrate and analyze all threat information 
collected domestically and abroad in a single 
location. When the Center is fully oper-
ational, it will fully house a database of 
known and suspected terrorists that officials 
across this country will be able to access and 
to act upon. 

In these and other efforts, the FBI and 
the CIA are communicating and cooperating 
as never before. The FBI has made pre-
venting terrorism its top priority and in-
creased agents assigned to counterterror ef-
forts by nearly 40 percent. I want to thank 
the leadership of Bob Mueller. He and the 
agents who work for the FBI are doing a 
fantastic job on behalf of the American peo-
ple. 

The Department of Homeland Security is 
also charged with strengthening our defenses 
against cyberterrorism and the even greater 
dangers of biological, chemical, or nuclear 
weapons. We’ve established a Science and 
Technology Directorate within the Depart-
ment so we can apply some of our Nation’s 
best minds to the task of protecting our peo-
ple. 

I’ve nominated a good man, Dr. Charles 
McQueary, to head up this effort. His team 
is engaged in a major effort to develop and 
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deploy the technologies for detecting weap-
ons of mass destruction. As these tech-
nologies are deployed, border inspectors will 
have better tools to intercept dangerous ma-
terials before they enter our country. Emer-
gency services personnel will be able to iden-
tify biological or chemical weapons and 
agents so they can use the most effective de-
contamination methods available. And as part 
of the BioWatch Initiative, we are deploying 
early warning sensors around the country to 
help detect potential biological attacks. 

This week, I sent to Congress my proposal 
for Project BioShield, a major research and 
production effort to guard our people against 
bioterrorism. I’ve requested nearly $6 billion 
for this project to quickly make available ef-
fective vaccines and treatments against 
agents like anthrax, botulinum toxin, Ebola, 
and plague. We must assume that our en-
emies would use these diseases as weapons. 
And we must act before the dangers are upon 
us. I urge the Congress to pass this legislation 
as soon as possible. 

The Department of Homeland Security is 
charged with promoting cooperation be-
tween Washington and State and local gov-
ernments. Our enemies can strike anywhere 
in America, and we must be ready to respond 
in a coordinated way. Through the Home-
land Security Advisory System, we have cre-
ated a unified process for alerting govern-
ment officials and the public of current 
threats. We’re also providing more informa-
tion about suspected terrorists to State and 
local law enforcement agencies. And with 
this new Department, State and local officials 
will now have a single point of contact to 
help them address the needs of the local 
area. 

The Department of Homeland Security is 
charged with safeguarding our border and 
transportation systems. September the 11th 
taught us that terrorists will try to use the 
openness of our country against us. We must 
understand and correct our vulnerabilities. 
And we need to know who’s coming in and 
who’s going out of our country. We’re work-
ing with our good friends, Canada and Mex-
ico, to strengthen our law enforcement at the 
borders. 

The Transportation Security Administra-
tion has assigned thousands of air marshals 

to commercial flights and deployed more 
than 50,000 newly trained airport screeners. 
TSA is also screening all checked luggage at 
our airports, up from 5 percent before Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. 

Starting tomorrow, four different organiza-
tions that patrol and enforce laws at our bor-
ders will be integrated into a new Bureau 
of Customs and Border Protection. This bu-
reau will unify border inspection and en-
forcement functions, so that legitimate visi-
tors and goods can enter the United States, 
while giving us better tools to help deny entry 
to terrorists, drug traffickers, and dangerous 
materials. 

Inspectors will be posted at more than 20 
ports around the world to examine high-risk 
cargo before it sets sail to our country. The 
new Department is charged with responding 
to any terror attack that may come. We are 
moving forward on essential preparations 
here in America. 

Over the past 18 months, we have signifi-
cantly enhanced our national stockpile of 
critical drugs, vaccines, and other medical 
supplies. Supplies from this stockpile can be 
delivered wherever they are needed, any-
where in this country, within 12 hours. We’ve 
provided more than $900 million in support 
to help State and local responders and emer-
gency managers prepare for terrorist attacks. 
And we’ve supported the training of more 
than 100,000 first-responders since Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. 

I proposed record funding for the first-re-
sponders, $3.5 billion in the current budget. 
I’ve also requested another 3.5 billion in the 
2004 budget. Unfortunately, the Congress 
was late in passing the appropriations bill of 
2003. They reduced my total request for 
State and local enforcement and emergency 
personnel by $1 billion and designated part 
of the funding to go to other priorities. I 
signed the appropriations bill to make sure 
that we can finally begin to distribute funding 
to the States. The leaders in the House and 
Senate are aware of my concerns, and they 
share them. These leaders know that I will 
continue to do everything in my power to 
direct as much of this funding as possible 
toward training and equipping police, fire-
fighters, and EMTs to prepare and respond 
to potential terrorist attacks. 
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Beginning tomorrow, the Department of 
Homeland Security will be responsible for 
coordinating our national response to ter-
rorist attacks. Secretary Ridge has already 
created 24/7 Homeland Security Center, 
ready to act at the first sign of any emer-
gency. And I’ll be issuing a directive ordering 
the establishment of a unified National Inci-
dent Management System. The system will 
provide Government agencies with common 
procedures and standards for preparing and 
responding to emergencies. 

Our Nation has great challenges in secur-
ing our homeland, but we’ve got even greater 
advantages. We’ve got people like you all who 
serve with skill and, frankly, don’t get enough 
credit for the work you do. Of course, you’re 
not here to get the credit; you’re here to do 
your job. We’ve got brave and honorable men 
and women serving in our military, including 
the Coast Guard, ready to accomplish any 
mission they are given. And they will do so 
with courage and skill and honor. 

Above all, we have the courage and char-
acter of the American people who are re-
solved to prevent further attacks on our 
homeland. March 1st marks an important day 
for our Government and for our country. The 
work ahead won’t always be easy. You’ve ac-
cepted a difficult mission. But I’m confident 
in the success of our efforts, because I’m con-
fident in you. 

I want to thank each of you for your service 
in freedom’s cause. There is no doubt in my 
mind that this Nation will prevail in this war 
against terror, because we’re the greatest na-
tion, full of the finest people, on the face 
of this Earth. 

May God bless your work, and may God 
continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Janet Hale, 
nominee to be Under Secretary for Management, 
Michael D. Brown, nominee to be Under Sec-
retary for Emergency Preparedness and Re-
sponse, and Charles E. McQueary, nominee to 
be Under Secretary for Science and Technology, 
Department of Homeland Security.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 22
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Presi-
dent Jose Maria Aznar of Spain. The two 
Presidents then had a four-way telephone 
conversation with Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of the United Kingdom and President Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy to discuss a proposed res-
olution on Iraq to be submitted to the United 
Nations. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush took President Aznar and his wife, 
Ana Botella, on a tour of the Bush Ranch, 
and in the afternoon, they had lunch to-
gether. 

During the day, the President had separate 
telephone conversations with Presidents 
Vicente Fox of Mexico and Ricardo Lagos 
of Chile to discuss the situation in Iraq. 

February 23
In the morning, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. 

February 24
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Ion 
Iliescu of Romania concerning the situation 
in Iraq and mutual support between Roma-
nia and the United States. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the 
National Security Council. 

Later in the morning, the President 
dropped by a meeting between Aleksandr 
Voloshin, head of administration for Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia, and National 
Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Eric S. Edelman to be Ambassador 
to Turkey. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gregory W. Engle to be Ambas-
sador to Togo. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the U.S. Advisory Commission 
on Public Diplomacy: Maria Sophia Aguirre, 
Elizabeth F. Bagley, Barbara McConnell 
Barrett (Chairman), Charles William Evers 
III, Harold C. Pachios, and Jay T. Snyder. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Richard H. Carmona as Acting As-
sistant Secretary for Health at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate William H. Campbell as Acting As-
sistant Secretary for Human Resources and 
Administration at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James Byrne Francis, Jr., as a mem-
ber of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission. 

February 25
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Simitis of Greece to congratu-
late him on Greece’s European Union Presi-
dency and to discuss the situation in Iraq, 
the war on terrorism, and U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan’s settlement plan for the 
conflict in Cyprus. The President also had 
a telephone conversation with Prime Min-
ister Mikulas Dzurinda of Slovakia to discuss 
the situation in Iraq. 

The President then had intelligence and 
FBI briefings. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with Prime Minister 
Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha of Bulgaria to 
discuss the situation in Iraq, Bulgaria’s invita-
tion to join NATO, and friendship and sup-
port between Bulgaria and the United States. 

During the day, the President met with 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Of-
fice of Management and Budget Director 
Mitch Daniels to discuss the costs of possible 
military action against Iraq. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James B. Foley to be Ambassador 
to Haiti. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Export Council: J.W. Mar-
riott, Jr. (Chairman); James C. Morgan (Vice 

Chairman); Paul Hsu; John Lopez; Beatriz 
Manetta; Michael Sacco; C. Michael Arm-
strong; Glen A. Barton; Riley P. Bechtel; S. 
Jackson Faris; Henry M. Paulson, Jr.; Warren 
R. Staley; Solomon Dennis Trujillo; Michael 
L. Eskew; James Brian Ferguson; Lee R. 
Raymond; Philip Condit; Michael S. Dell; 
Arnold W. Donald; Raymond V. Gilmartin; 
Christopher T. Jenny; C. Michael Kojaian; 
Celilia Ochoa Levine; John A. Luke, Jr.; Har-
old B. Smith; John F. Smith; and Sidney 
Taurel. 

February 26
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Peter Medgyessy of Hungary to discuss the 
President’s condolences concerning flooding 
in Hungary, his appreciation for the Hun-
garian Parliament’s February 24 vote to au-
thorize the transport of U.S. military equip-
ment through Hungary, and the situation in 
Iraq. The President also had a telephone con-
versation with Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
of Canada to discuss the draft U.N. Security 
Council resolution presented by Britain, 
Spain, and the U.S. concerning the situation 
in Iraq. 

The President then had intelligence and 
FBI briefings. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with President Heydar 
Aliyev of Azerbaijan to discuss the war on 
terrorism. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he 
made remarks to the President’s Export 
Council. 

Later in the afternoon, in an Oval Office 
ceremony, the President received diplomatic 
credentials from Ambassadors Eduardo 
Amadeo of Argentina, Marina Valere of Trin-
idad and Tobago, Jaime Aparicio of Bolivia, 
Devinda R. Subasinghe of Sri Lanka, 
Bernardo Alvarez Herrera of Venezuela, 
Narisoa Rajaonarivony of Madagascar, Ro-
berto Alfaro of Panama, Hamrokhon Zaripov 
of Tajikistan, Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika of 
Zambia, Ravdangin Bold of Mongolia, 
Mohamed Latheef of Maldives, and John 
Lowell of Malta. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nicholas Gregory Mankiw to be a 
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member of the Council of Economic Advis-
ers and, upon confirmation, designate him 
as Chairman. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ephraim Batambuze and Thomas 
Thomas Riley to be members of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation. 

The White House announced that on Feb-
ruary 25 the President declared an emer-
gency in New York and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by record/near record 
snowstorms on December 25–26, 2002, and 
January 3–4, 2003. 

February 27

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia concerning the situations in 
the Korean Peninsula and Iraq. He then had 
intelligence and FBI briefings. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, 
following their meeting in the Oval Office. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, Energy Secretary Spencer 
Abraham, and Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whit-
man to discuss environmental initiatives. He 
then met with Executive Director James 
Morris of the World Food Program to discuss 
U.S. famine relief efforts around the world, 
including the Famine Fund for Africa. 

Later in the afternoon, in an Oval Office 
ceremony, the President presented the Na-
tional Humanities Medals for 2002. 

During the day, the President dropped by 
a meeting between Nobel laureate Elie 
Wiesel and National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice. He also participated in an 
interview with journalists from the USA 
Today newspaper. 

The President announced the following re-
cipients of the National Humanities Medal 
for 2002: Donald Kagan, Brian Lamb, Art 
Linkletter, Patricia Maclachlan, Iowa Writ-
ers’ Workshop, the Mount Vernon Ladies’ 
Association, Frankie Hewitt, and Thomas 
Sowell. 

February 28
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Jan 
Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands to dis-
cuss the situation in Iraq. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the 
National Security Council. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to Camp David, MD. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 
of Ireland will meet at the White House on 
March 13. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Roland W. Bullen to be Ambas-
sador to Guyana. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nicole R. Nason to be Assistant 
Secretary for Governmental Affairs at the 
Department of Transportation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Annette M. Sandberg to be Admin-
istrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Wilma Delaney, Mary Gade, and 
Monica Samuels as members of the Board 
of Directors of the Mickey Leland National 
Urban Air Toxics Research Center. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Tirso Del Junco and Gen. Charles 
Krulak, USMC (Ret.), as members of the 
Board of Visitors of the United States Naval 
Academy.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted February 25

Eric S. Edelman, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
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to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Turkey. 

Gregory W. Engle, 
of Colorado, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Togolese Republic. 

Mark Van Dyke Holmes, 
of New York, to be a Judge of the U.S. Tax 
Court for a term of 15 years, vice Julian L. 
Jacobs, term expired. 

Diane L. Kroupa, 
of Minnesota, to be a Judge of the U.S. Tax 
Court for a term of 15 years, vice Robert 
P. Ruwe, term expired. 

Anne Rader, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring 
September 17, 2004, vice Kate Pew Wolters, 
term expired. 

Submitted February 27

Marie Sophia Aguirre, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy for a term expiring July 1, 2003, 
vice Maria Elena Torano, term expired. 

Marie Sophia Aguirre, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy for a term expiring July 1, 2006 
(reappointment). 

Elizabeth F. Bagley, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy for a term expiring July 1, 2005, 
vice Lewis Manilow, resigned. 

Barbara McConnell Barrett, 
of Arizona, to be a member of the U.S. Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
a term expiring July 1, 2003, vice Hank 
Brown, resigned. 

Barbara McConnell Barrett, 
of Arizona, to be a member of the U.S. Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
a term expiring July 1, 2006 (reappointment). 

Ephraim Batambuze, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the African Development Foun-
dation for a term expiring February 9, 2008, 
vice Henry McKoy, term expired. 

Charles William Evers III, 
of Florida, to be a member of the U.S. Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
a term expiring July 1, 2003, vice Charles 
H. Dolan, Jr., term expired. 

Charles William Evers III, 
of Florida, to be a member of the U.S. Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
a term expiring July 1, 2006 (reappointment). 

James B. Foley, 
of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Haiti. 

Harold C. Pachios, 
of Maine, to be a member of the U.S. Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
a term expiring July 1, 2005 (reappointment). 

Thomas Thomas Riley, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation for the remainder of the term 
expiring September 22, 2005, vice Claude A. 
Allen. 

McGregor William Scott, 
of California, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of California for the term 
of 4 years, vice Paul L. Seave, resigned. 

Jay T. Snyder, 
of New York, to be a member of the U.S. 
Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy 
for a term expiring July 1, 2004, vice Paula 
Dobriansky, term expired.
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released February 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Released February 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Transcript of a press briefing by NSC Senior 
Director for Near East and North Africa El-
liott Abrams; U.S. Agency for International 
Development Administrator Andrew 
Natsios; Assistant Secretary of State for the 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migra-
tion Gene Dewey; Pentagon Office of Recon-
struction and Humanitarian Assistance Dep-
uty Director Ron Adams; Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Stability Operations 
Joe Collins; and Associate Director for Na-
tional Security Programs Robin Cleveland on 
White House interagency humanitarian re-
construction issues 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the sec-
ond U.N. resolution 

Announcement of nomination for a Judge of 
the U.S. Tax Court 

Released February 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: Trafficking in Persons National 
Security Presidential Directive 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 141

Released February 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New York 

Excerpts of the President’s remarks to the 
American Enterprise Institute annual dinner 

Released February 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
the recipients of the National Humanities 
Medal for 2002

Announcement: National Humanities Medal 
Winners 

Released February 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland 

Fact sheet: Protecting the Homeland

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved February 25

S. 141 / Public Law 108–8
To improve the calculation of the Federal 
subsidy rate with respect to certain small 
business loans, and for other purposes 
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