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these proposals differ in details, they are con-
sistent in showing that if we give workers the
opportunity to invest a portion of their wages
in personal accounts, Social Security will be
able to offer higher benefits than would oth-
erwise be the case.

To repeat what I told Congress in the State
of the Union Address this year: “As we con-
tinue to work together to keep Social Secu-
rity strong and reliable, we must offer young-
er workers a chance to invest in retirement
accounts that they will control and they will
own.

Social Security protects beneficiaries with
disabilities, retirees, widows, and widowers.
It also affects the lives of millions of tax-
paying workers, the beneficiaries of tomor-
row. As the report makes clear, Social Secu-
rity faces long-term problems that demand
bipartisan solutions.

I hope that Members of Congress will join
with the Social Security Administration and
other interested parties in a national dialog
about how best to strengthen and protect So-
cial Security. I look forward to working with
Congress to see that Social Security remains
sound and strong for today’s and tomorrow’s
retirees.

Message on the Observance of
Saint Patrick’s Day, 2003

March 17, 2003

I send greetings to those celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day.

On this day, we honor the life of Patrick,
patron saint of Ireland, and celebrate the rich
history of the Emerald Isle. St. Patrick es-
caped from slavery and dedicated his life to
helping others through his words and actions.
His example of courage, determination, and
faith captured the hearts of the Irish and con-
tinues to inspire countless people around the
world.

In the United States, this day gives us an
opportunity to recognize the vital contribu-
tions of Irish Americans. Throughout our his-
tory, America has welcomed millions of Irish
immigrants to our country. These individuals
have transformed our national identity and
strengthened our families, our communities,
and our national character.
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Today, approximately one in four Ameri-
cans can trace their ancestry in part to Ire-
land’s green shores. We are proud of our
deep and lasting ties to Ireland and are grate-
ful for the many Irish Americans who con-
tinue to enrich our Nation.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a happy St. Patrick’s Day.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Address to the Nation on Iraq
March 17, 2003

My fellow citizens, events in Iraq have now
reached the final days of decision. For more
than a decade, the United States and other
nations have pursued patient and honorable
efforts to disarm the Iraqi regime without
war. That regime pledged to reveal and de-
stroy all its weapons of mass destruction as
a condition for ending the Persian Gulf war
in 1991.

Since then, the world has engaged in 12
years of diplomacy. We have passed more
than a dozen resolutions in the United Na-
tions Security Council. We have sent hun-
dreds of weapons inspectors to oversee the
disarmament of Iraq. Our good faith has not
been returned.

The Iraqgi regime has used diplomacy as
a ploy to gain time and advantage. It has uni-
formly defied Security Council resolutions
demanding full disarmament. Over the years,
U.N. weapon inspectors have been threat-
ened by Iraqi officials, electronically bugged,
and systematically deceived. Peaceful efforts
to disarm the Iraqi regime have failed again
and again because we are not dealing with
peaceful men.

Intelligence gathered by this and other
governments leaves no doubt that the Iraq
regime continues to possess and conceal
some of the most lethal weapons ever de-
vised. This regime has already used weapons
of mass destruction against Iraq’s neighbors
and against Iraq’s people.

The regime has a history of reckless ag-
gression in the Middle East. It has a deep
hatred of America and our friends. And it
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has aided, trained, and harbored terrorists,
including operatives of Al Qaida.

The danger is clear: Using chemical, bio-
logical or, one day, nuclear weapons obtained
with the help of Iraq, the terrorists could ful-
fill their stated ambitions and kill thousands
or hundreds of thousands of innocent people
in our country or any other.

The United States and other nations did
nothing to deserve or invite this threat. But
we will do everything to defeat it. Instead
of drifting along toward tragedy, we will set
a course toward safety. Before the day of hor-
ror can come, before it is too late to act, this
danger will be removed.

The United States of America has the sov-
ereign authority to use force in assuring its
own national security. That duty falls to me
as Commander in Chief, by the oath I have
sworn, by the oath I will keep.

Recognizing the threat to our country, the
United States Congress voted overwhelm-
ingly last year to support the use of force
against Iraq. America tried to work with the
United Nations to address this threat because
we wanted to resolve the issue peacefully.
We believe in the mission of the United Na-
tions. One reason the U.N. was founded after
the Second World War was to confront ag-
gressive dictators actively and early, before
they can attack the innocent and destroy the
peace.

In the case of Iraq, the Security Council
did act in the early 1990s. Under Resolutions
678 and 687, both still in effect, the United
States and our allies are authorized to use
force in ridding Iraq of weapons of mass de-
struction. This is not a question of authority.
It is a question of will.

Last September, I went to the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly and urged the nations of the
world to unite and bring an end to this dan-
ger. On November 8th, the Security Council
unanimously passed Resolution 1441, finding
Iraq in material breach of its obligations and
vowing serious consequences if Iraq did not
fully and immediately disarm.

Today, no nation can possibly claim that
Iraq has disarmed, and it will not disarm so
long as Saddam Hussein holds power. For
the last 4V months, the United States and
our allies have worked within the Security
Council to enforce that Council’s long-
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standing demands. Yet, some permanent
members of the Security Council have pub-
licly announced they will veto any resolution
that compels the disarmament of Iraq. These
governments share our assessment of the
danger but not our resolve to meet it.

Many nations, however, do have the re-
solve and fortitude to act against this threat
to peace, and a broad coalition is now gath-
ering to enforce the just demands of the
world. The United Nations Security Council
has not lived up to its responsibilities, so we
will rise to ours.

In recent days, some governments in the
Middle East have been doing their part. They
have delivered public and private messages
urging the dictator to leave Iraq, so that dis-
armament can proceed peacefully. He has
thus far refused.

All the decades of deceit and cruelty have
now reached an end. Saddam Hussein and
his sons must leave Iraq within 48 hours.
Their refusal to do so will result in military
conflict, commenced at a time of our choos-
ing. For their own safety, all foreign nation-
als, including journalists and inspectors,
should leave Iraq immediately.

Many Iraqis can hear me tonight in a trans-
lated radio broadcast, and I have a message
for them: If we must begin a military cam-
paign, it will be directed against the lawless
men who rule your country and not against
you. As our coalition takes away their power,
we will deliver the food and medicine you
need. We will tear down the apparatus of
terror, and we will help you to build a new
Iraq that is prosperous and free. In a free
Iraq, there will be no more wars of aggression
against your neighbors, no more poison fac-
tories, no more executions of dissidents, no
more torture chambers and rape rooms. The
tyrant will soon be gone. The day of your
liberation is near.

It is too late for Saddam Hussein to remain
in power. It is not too late for the Iraqgi mili-
tary to act with honor and protect your coun-
try by permitting the peaceful entry of coali-
tion forces to eliminate weapons of mass de-
struction. Our forces will give Iraqi military
units clear instructions on actions they can
take to avoid being attacked and destroyed.
I urge every member of the Iragi military
and intelligence services: If war comes, do
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not fight for a dying regime that is not worth
your own life.

And all Iraqi military and civilian per-
sonnel should listen carefully to this warning:
In any conflict, your fate will depend on your
actions. Do not destroy oil wells, a source
of wealth that belongs to the Iraqi people.
Do not obey any command to use weapons
of mass destruction against anyone, including
the Iraqi people. War crimes will be pros-
ecuted. War criminals will be punished. And
it will be no defense to say, “T was just fol-
lowing orders.”

Should Saddam Hussein choose confronta-
tion, the American people can know that
every measure has been taken to avoid war
and every measure will be taken to win it.
Americans understand the costs of conflict
because we have paid them in the past. War
has no certainty, except the certainty of sac-
rifice. Yet, the only way to reduce the harm
and duration of war is to apply the full force
and might of our military, and we are pre-
pared to do so.

If Saddam Hussein attempts to cling to
power, he will remain a deadly foe until the
end. In desperation, he and terrorists groups
might try to conduct terrorist operations
against the American people and our friends.
These attacks are not inevitable. They are,
however, possible. And this very fact under-
scores the reason we cannot live under the
threat of blackmail. The terrorist threat to
America and the world will be diminished
the moment that Saddam Hussein is dis-
armed.

Our Government is on heightened watch
against these dangers. Just as we are pre-
paring to ensure victory in Iraq, we are taking
further actions to protect our homeland. In
recent days, American authorities have ex-
pelled from the country certain individuals
with ties to Iraqi intelligence services. Among
other measures, I have directed additional
security of our airports and increased Coast
Guard patrols of major seaports. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is working close-
ly with the Nation’s Governors to increase
armed security at critical facilities across
America.

Should enemies strike our country, they
would be attempting to shift our attention
with panic and weaken our morale with fear.
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In this, they would fail. No act of theirs can
alter the course or shake the resolve of this
country. We are a peaceful people. Yet we're
not a fragile people, and we will not be in-
timidated by thugs and killers. If our enemies
dare to strike us, they and all who have aided
them will face fearful consequences.

We are now acting because the risks of
inaction would be far greater. In 1 year, or
5 years, the power of Iraq to inflict harm
on all free nations would be multiplied many
times over. With these capabilities, Saddam
Hussein and his terrorist allies could choose
the moment of deadly conflict when they are
strongest. We choose to meet that threat
now, where it arises, before it can appear
suddenly in our skies and cities.

The cause of peace requires all free na-
tions to recognize new and undeniable reali-
ties. In the 20th century, some chose to ap-
pease murderous dictators, whose threats
were allowed to grow into genocide and glob-
al war. In this century, when evil men plot
chemical, biological, and nuclear terror, a
policy of appeasement could bring destruc-
tion of a kind never before seen on this
Earth.

Terrorists and terror states do not reveal
these threats with fair notice, in formal dec-
larations, and responding to such enemies
only after they have struck first is not self-
defense; it is suicide. The security of the
world requires disarming Saddam Hussein
now.

As we enforce the just demands of the
world, we will also honor the deepest com-
mitments of our country. Unlike Saddam
Hussein, we believe the Iraqi people are de-
serving and capable of human liberty. And
when the dictator has departed, they can set
an example to all the Middle East of a vital
and peaceful and self-governing nation.

The United States, with other countries,
will work to advance liberty and peace in that
region. Our goal will not be achieved over-
night, but it can come over time. The power
and appeal of human liberty is felt in every
life and every land. And the greatest power
of freedom is to overcome hatred and vio-
lence and turn the creative gifts of men and
women to the pursuits of peace.

That is the future we choose. Free nations
have a duty to defend our people by uniting
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against the violent. And tonight, as we have
done before, America and our allies accept
that responsibility.

Good night, and may God continue to
bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. in the
Cross Hall at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Proclamation 7654—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 2003

March 18, 2003

By the President of the United States
ofj America

A Proclamation

After nearly 400 years of rule by the Otto-
mans, Greece declared its independence on
March 25, 1821. Long before that, ancient
Athenians created a Greek culture that val-
ued human liberty and dignity, and modern
Greeks have demonstrated that preserving
freedom is a powerful motivating force.
Today, on Greek Independence Day, we rec-
ognize the ancient Greek influence in fram-
ing our own Constitution and celebrate the
Greek-American heritage that continues to
strengthen our communities and enrich our
society.

Bound by history, mutual respect, and
common ideals, America and Greece have
been firm allies in the great struggles for lib-
erty. Our countries fought together in every
major twentieth-century war, and today, we
remain united in the war against terror that
threatens the future of every nation. We are
working together to achieve peace and pros-
perity in the Balkans and southeastern Medi-
terranean. As the current president of the
European Union, Greece is also playing a
critical role in our efforts to confront many
other global problems that affect our nations
and our world.

Our commitment to the friendship be-
tween our two nations has grown from strong
bonds of tradition and shared fundamental
values. On Greek Independence Day, I en-
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courage all Americans to recognize the
countless contributions Greek Americans
have made to our country. Embodying the
independence and creativity that have made
our country strong, their proud history is a
source of inspiration for our Nation and our
world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2003,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 20, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Conclusion of Diplomatic Efforts
With Regard to Iraq

March 18, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 3(b) of the Author-
ization for Use of Military Force Against Ira
Resolution of 2002 (Public Law 107-243),
and based on information available to me,
including that in the enclosed document, I
determine that:

(1) reliance by the United States on fur-
ther diplomatic and other peaceful
means alone will neither (A) ade-
quately protect the national security
of the United States against the con-
tinuing threat posed by Iraq nor (B)
likely lead to enforcement of all rel-
evant United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions regarding Iraq; and



