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(2) acting pursuant to the Constitution
and Public Law 107243 is consistent
with the United States and other
countries continuing to take the nec-
essary actions against international
terrorists and terrorist organizations,
including those nations, organiza-
tions, or persons who planned, au-
thorized, committed, or aided the ter-
rorist attacks that occurred on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the
Senate. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on March 19.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Federal Ocean and
Coastal Activities Report

March 19, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 5 of the Oceans
Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 857-19), I transmit
herewith the first biennial Federal Ocean
and Coastal Activities Report as prepared by
my Administration.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2003.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Participation in the United
Nations and Its Affiliated Agencies

March 19, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith a report
prepared by my Administration on the par-
ticipation of the United States in the United
Nations and its affiliated agencies during the
calendar year 2001. The report is required
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by the United Nations Participation Act
(Public Law 264, 79th Congress).

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2003.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
UNITA

March 19, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month report
prepared by my Administration on the na-
tional emergency with respect to the Na-
tional Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (UNITA) that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12865 of September 26, 1993.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2003.

Address to the Nation on Iraq
March 19, 2003

My fellow citizens, at this hour, American
and coalition forces are in the early stages
of military operations to disarm Iraq, to free
its people, and to defend the world from
grave danger.

On my orders, coalition forces have begun
striking selected targets of military impor-
tance to undermine Saddam Hussein’s ability
to wage war. These are opening stages of
what will be a broad and concerted cam-
paign. More than 35 countries are giving cru-
cial support, from the use of naval and air
bases, to help with intelligence and logistics,
to the deployment of combat units. Every na-
tion in this coalition has chosen to bear the
duty and share the honor of serving in our
common defense.

To all the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces now in the Middle East,
the peace of a troubled world and the hopes
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of an oppressed people now depend on you.
That trust is well-placed. The enemies you
confront will come to know your skill and
bravery. The people you liberate will witness
the honorable and decent spirit of the Amer-
ican military.

In this conflict, America faces an enemy
who has no regard for conventions of war
or rules of morality. Saddam Hussein has
placed Iraqi troops and equipment in civilian
areas, attempting to use innocent men,
women, and children as shields for his own
military, a final atrocity against his people.

I want Americans and all the world to
know that coalition forces will make every
effort to spare innocent civilians from harm.
A campaign on the harsh terrain of a nation
as large as California could be longer and
more difficult than some predict. And help-
ing Iraqis achieve a united, stable, and free
country will require our sustained commit-
ment.

We come to Iraq with respect for its citi-
zens, for their great civilization, and for the
religious faiths they practice. We have no am-
bition in Iraq, except to remove a threat and
restore control of that country to its own peo-
ple.

I know that the families of our military are
praying that all those who serve will return
safely and soon. Millions of Americans are
praying with you for the safety of your loved
ones and for the protection of the innocent.
For your sacrifice, you have the gratitude and
respect of the American people. And you can
know that our forces will be coming home
as soon as their work is done.

Our Nation enters this conflict reluctantly.
Yet our purpose is sure. The people of the
United States and our friends and allies will
not live at the mercy of an outlaw regime
that threatens the peace with weapons of
mass murder. We will meet that threat now,
with our Army, Air Force, Navy, Coast Guard
and Marines, so that we do not have to meet
it later with armies of firefighters and police
and doctors on the streets of our cities.

Now that conflict has come, the only way
to limit its duration is to apply decisive force.
And T assure you, this will not be a campaign
of half measures, and we will accept no out-
come but victory.
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My fellow citizens, the dangers to our
country and the world will be overcome. We
will pass through this time of peril and carry
on the work of peace. We will defend our
freedom. We will bring freedom to others,
and we will prevail.

May God bless our country and all who
defend her.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:16 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting

March 20, 2003

I called my Cabinet together to review our
strategies to make the world more peaceful,
to make our country more secure, to make
the lives of our citizens as healthy and as
prosperous as possible.

We heard from Secretary Rumsfeld, who
briefed us on the early stages of the war.
There’s no question we've sent the finest of
our citizens into harm’s way. They perform
with great skill and great bravery. We thank
them. We thank their loved ones. We appre-
ciate their sacrifice.

We heard from Secretary Powell, who
briefed us on the ever-growing coalition of
the willing, nations who support our deep de-
sire for peace and freedom. Over 40 nations
now support our efforts. We are grateful for
their determination. We appreciate their vi-
sion, and we welcome their support.

As well, we discussed the need to make
sure we have plans in place to encourage eco-
nomic vitality and growth. We will continue
to push for a Medicare system that is compas-
sionate for our seniors. We care deeply about
the fact that some children in our society
can’t read. We want the best of education
for every citizen in America.

This Cabinet is confident about the future
of our country. We're confident we can
achieve our objectives. I'm grateful for their
service to their country.

Thank you all.



