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existed prior to the war has changed and that
people now want to work together for the
good of the Iraqi people. I think Jose Maria
shares that sentiment.

President Aznar. Absolutely. I hope it’s
true. For our part, the position I've main-
tained is a clear one, and everyone needs to
contribute to it within the Security Council.
And it’s all about the Iraqi people, so I hope

we’re successful.

Death of Spanish Journalist in Iraq

Q. Well, President Bush, you have ex-
pressed your condolences because of the
death of the two Spanish journalists in Iraq.
My question would be, do you think this was
a mistake, firing against the Palestine Hotel,
under which fire Jose Couso died? And if
so, would you apologize, do you think it’s
necessary to apologize before the Spanish
Government and the family of these journal-
ists?

President Bush. 1 think war is a dan-
gerous place, and I think that nobody would
kill a journalist intentionally.

President Aznar. Well, the U.S. Govern-
ment has already said that this was a mistake,
and we believe this. I am truly, fully con-
vinced that no one would intentionally fire
against innocent victims, and in this case, the
journalists who died. And that’s all; that’s it.
The President has often expressed the pain
that this produces and his condolences be-
cause of this. And I think that’s clear enough.

President Bush. Steven [Steve Holland,
Reuters].

President’s Visit to the U.S.S. Abraham
Lincoln

Q. Mr. President, do you have any reaction
to Senator Byrd’s criticism of your aircraft
carrier landing?

President Bush. Exactly—the fact that it
was on the fourth hook?

Q. I guess that’s it. No, I think the words
were “flamboyant showmanship.”

President Bush. Yes. No, listen, it was an
honor for me to go on the U.S.S. Abraham
Lincoln. I appreciate the chance to thank our
troops. It was an unbelievably positive experi-
ence. And not only was I able to thank our
troops; I was able to speak to the country
and talk about not only their courage but the
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courage of a lot of other men and women
who wear our country’s uniform. I'm glad I
did it. It was also a really good landing.

U.S. Relations With Chile and Mexico

Q. The criticism is that—the criticism was
made of Chile and Mexico that they would
not support the resolution in the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, the war against Iraq. What is
your opinion of this?

President Bush. They're friends of ours.
Period. We've got great relations with Mex-
ico, and we’ll continue to have great relations
with Mexico. We've got an important free
trade agreement with Chile that we’re going
to move forward with.

President Aznar. For my part, I have to
say that in addition to being our friends,
they're family.

President Bush. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
5:58 p.m. in the Cross Hall at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian
Authority. President Aznar referred to Secretary-
General Kofi Annan of the United Nations. Presi-
dent Aznar spoke in Spanish, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this news conference.

Proclamation 7674—Mother’s Day,
2003

May 7, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we honor the dedicated
and caring women who are devoted to their
families and committed to improving the
world their children will inherit. Our first
President, George Washington, said that his
mother was “the most beautiful woman I
ever saw. All T am I owe to my mother.”
America owes much of its goodness and
strength to mothers, including adoptive
mothers, stepmothers, and foster mothers.

Mother’s Day began as a day of love and
friendship, designed to help heal families di-
vided across battle lines during the Civil War.
In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed
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a resolution officially establishing Mother’s
Day to honor the role of women in the fam-
ily. On Mother’s Day, 2003, we carry on the
tradition by recognizing our mothers for their
strength and compassion. We also recognize
them for showing unconditional love and
teaching positive values.

Mothers nurture a child’s physical and
emotional growth, nurse illness, ease failure,
and cheer success. They instill important val-
ues in children and help provide the tools
they need to make the right choices and grow
up to be responsible, compassionate, and
successful members of society.

As we honor our mothers on this special
day, we celebrate their contributions to the
character of our next generation of leaders.
And we remember the lessons our mothers
have taught us: That it is better to give than
to receive, that we must love our neighbors
as ourselves, and that service to others brings
joy.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 8, 1914, as amended (38 Stat.
770), has designated the second Sunday in
May each year as “Mother’s Day” and has
requested the President to call for its appro-
priate observance. It is my honor and privi-
lege to do so again.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 11, 2003, as Moth-
er’'s Day. I encourage all Americans to ex-
press their love, respect, and appreciation to
mothers everywhere for their contributions
to their children, families, communities, and
our Nation. I also call upon citizens to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:40 a.m., May 8, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 9.
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Memorandum on Suspending the
Iraq Sanctions Act, Making
Inapplicable Certain Statutory
Provisions Related to Iraq, and
Delegating Authorities, Under the
Emergency Wartime Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2003

May 7, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-23

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Commerce

Subject: Suspending the Iraq Sanctions Act,
Making Inapplicable Certain Statutory
Provisions Related to Iraq, and Delegating
Authorities, under the Emergency Wartime
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2003

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including sections 1503 and 1504 of
the Emergency Wartime Supplemental Act,
2003, Public Law 108-11 (the “Act”), and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
I hereby:

(1) suspend the application of all of the
provisions, other than section 586E, of the
Iraq Sanctions Act of 1990, Public Law 101
513, and

(2) make inapplicable with respect to Iraq
section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, Public Law 87-195, as amended (the
“FAA”), and any other provision of law that
applies to countries that have supported ter-
rorism.

In addition, I delegate the functions and
authorities conferred upon the President by:

(1) section 1503 of the Act to submit re-
ports to the designated committees of the
Congress to the Secretary of Commerce, or
until such time as the principal licensing re-
sponsibility for the export to Iraq of items
on the Commerce Control List has reverted
to the Department of Commerce, to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury; and,

(2) section 1504 of the Act to the Secretary
of State.

The functions and authorities delegated
herein may be further delegated and redele-
gated to the extent consistent with applicable
law.



