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day in court. It also recognizes bad doctors
need to be punished, something good doctors
fully subscribe to. It recognizes that people
ought to be able to recover their economic
damages, but there needs to be a hard cap
of $250,000 on non-economic damages. And
we need to make sure that we have a reason-
able cap on punitive damages.

This is a necessary part of health care re-
form. It is necessary to keep docs in business.
It is necessary to keep consumers in a posi-
tion where they can have affordable and
available health care. The House has passed
the bill. The Senate needs to pass the bill.
And if you're interested in medical liability
reform, you ought to contact the United
States Senators from the State in which you
live and let them know your opinion.

I believe we can get things done in Wash-
ington, DC, if we remember whose time
we're on. We're on the people’s time in the
Nation’s Capital. We spend—we’re there to
get the job done. By working together, we
can make sure this country is more secure
and, I believe, the world more peaceful. And
by working together, we can make sure that
our folks have got economic security and, as
importantly, health security.

I want to thank you for giving me the
chance to come today to talk about an excit-
ing opportunity for those of us who are hon-
ored to serve the American people—the op-
portunity to bring Medicare into the 21Ist
century, so we can look our seniors in the
eye and say we were called to solve a prob-
lem, and by working together, we were able
to solve that problem, not only for this gen-
eration but for future generations to come.

Thanks for your time. May God bless you.
May God continue to bless America.

NotTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. in the
cafeteria at New Britain General Hospital. In his
remarks, he referred to Representative Nancy L.
Johnson of Connecticut.

Statement on the Death of
David Brinkley
June 12, 2003

David Brinkley was a pioneer of broadcast
journalism. He was respected for his integ-
rity, admired for his candor and wit, and dis-
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tinguished by an exceptional career that
spanned more than a half century. Laura
joins me in offering our heartfelt condo-
lences to Susan and the entire Brinkley fam-

ily.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Administration of the Coastal Zone
Management Act

June 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the Biennial Re-
port to Congress on the Administration of
the Coastal Zone Management Act by the
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Man-
agement, National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for
fiscal years 2000 and 2001. This report is sub-
mitted as required by section 316 of the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1451, et seq.).

The report provides an overview of the
Coastal Zone Management Act and describes
progress in addressing the major goals of the
Act; partnerships to enhance coastal and
ocean management; and research, education,
and technical assistance.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 12, 2003.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Federal
Drug and Substance Abuse Programs

June 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 2202 of Public
Law 107-273, I hereby transmit a report pre-
pared by my Administration detailing the
findings of a comprehensive review of all
Federal drug and substance abuse treatment,
prevention, education, and research pro-
grams. The report also presents an inventory
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of all such programs, indicating the legal au-
thority for each program and the amount of
funding in the last 2 fiscal years.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 12, 2003.

Proclamation 7685—National
Homeownership Month, 2003

June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Homeownership is more than just a sym-
bol of the American Dream; it is an impor-
tant part of our way of life. Core American
values of individuality, thrift, responsibility,
and self-reliance are embodied in home-
ownership. I am committed to helping more
families know the security and sense of pride
that comes with owning a home.

The Department of Housing and Urban
Development is leading an Administration-
wide effort to bring new tools and resources
to would-be homeowners. We are providing
financial assistance to qualified families
through the American Dream Downpayment
Fund, funding educational programs that
stress financial literacy, and offering a com-
passionate hand to those who dream of mov-
ing from subsidized housing into home-
ownership. And through the Self-Help
H()meownership Opportunity Program, my
Administration partners with nonprofit orga-
nizations that offer homeownership oppor-
tunities to families willing to contribute their
skills and labor to help build a home of their
own. We are also proposing ways to make
it easier to shop for a mortgage and to make
mortgages available to more families through
the Federal Housing Administration.

Today, the United States is fortunate in
that our homeownership rate is at an all-time
high, and low interest rates continue to en-
courage millions of Americans to become
first-time homeowners. Although a record
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number of Americans own their own homes,
we continue to see a gap between the home-
ownership rates of minorities and nonminori-
ties. By a significant margin, minority fami-
lies are less likely to own their own homes.
Therefore, I have called upon the entire
housing industry to join with my Administra-
tion to expand minority homeownership
across the Nation. Our goal is to help at least
5.5 million minority families become home-
owners by the end of this decade, and our
Blueprint for the American Dream Partner-
ship is taking bold steps to make this a reality.

Across our Nation, every citizen, regard-
less of race, creed, color, or place of birth,
should have the opportunity to become a
homeowner. Homeownership represents a
pathway to pride and prosperity for many
families, encourages values of responsibility
and sacrifice, creates stability for neighbor-
hoods and communities, and generates eco-
nomic growth that helps strengthen the en-
tire Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2003 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of offering
every American the opportunity to realize
their dream of homeownership and to help
work towards making that dream a reality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 18.



