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Week Ending Friday, June 13, 2003

The President’s Radio Address
June 7, 2003

Good morning. This week the House and
Senate will be working on one of the most
important issues facing Congress, improving
Medicare to offer prescription drug coverage
to American seniors. And on Wednesday I
will travel to Chicago and talk about our re-
sponsibility to give seniors more choices and
better benefits, including help with the rising
costs of prescription drugs.

We have a tremendous opportunity to re-
form Medicare and help our seniors. The
budget I proposed and which the Congress
passed provides $400 billion in additional
funds over the next 10 years to strengthen
and improve Medicare, so we have the re-
sources to make reform work. We're also see-
ing a growing consensus, in both houses of
Congress and both parties, that our seniors
need a strengthened Medicare system that
includes prescription drug coverage. The
time is right to make progress.

Our nation has made a binding commit-
ment to bring affordable health care to our
seniors. We must honor that commitment by
making sure Medicare stays current with the
needs of today’s seniors. When Medicare was
launched 38 years ago, medicine focused on
surgery and hospital stays, and that is mainly
what Medicare covers. Today, doctors rou-
tinely treat their patients with prescription
drugs, preventative care, and groundbreaking
medical devices, but Medicare coverage has
not kept pace with these changes. Our goal
is to give seniors the best, most innovative
care. This will require a strong, up-to-date
Medicare system that relies on innovation
and competition, not bureaucratic rules and
regulations.

My views on Medicare are clear. First,
those who like the Medicare system as it is
should be able to stay just where they are
and also receive prescription drug benefits.

Second, those who want more coverage for
preventative care and other benefits should
be able to choose from multiple health plans
under an enhanced Medicare program. This
option would be similar to the health care
coverage available to every Federal em-
ployee. If that coverage is good enough for
Members of Congress and Federal employ-
ees, it is good for our seniors.

Third, seniors who want the benefits of
managed care plans, including prescription
drug coverage, should be able to choose from
a range of plans that best fit their personal
needs.

And fourth, we must provide extra help
for low-income seniors, so that all seniors will
have the ability to choose the Medicare op-
tion that serves them best, and every senior
will have the option of a prescription drug
benefit.

In a Medicare system that reflects these
principles, every senior in America would
enjoy better benefits than they do today. And
they would continue to benefit from the most
important strength of American medicine,
the ability to choose your own doctor. We
want seniors and doctors, not Government
bureaucrats, to be in charge of the important
health care decisions.

Members of Congress are working hard on
this issue, and I encourage their efforts. I
also urge Americans to make their voices
heard. If we work together, Congress will
pass a strong Medicare bill, and our seniors
will finally get the prescription drug benefits
and choices they need and deserve.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9:40 a.m. on
June 6 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 7. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 6 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting and an Exchange With
Reporters

June 9, 2003

The President. 1 just met with my Cabi-
net, had the opportunity to brief them about
my trip overseas. I talked about the visit to
Poland and to Russia, where we’ve got good
friends in both those countries, at least in
terms of their leaders.

And then I went to the G-8 in Evian,
France. The message there was, is that
America and Europe can do a lot together.
We can make the world more peaceful. We
can make the world more free. We can work
together to help fight the pandemic of AIDS
in Africa. There’s a lot we can do together.
We need to put our differences in the past
and combine our efforts. We can do—trade
together so our people can find work. And
I left feeling very good about our relations
in Europe.

Then I went to the Middle East and start-
ed the—started the march to peace. And I'm
optimistic about our chances to bring a
peaceful, free Palestinian state in existence,
to live side by side with a secure Israel. We've
got a lot of work to do, but I was pleased
with the response of Prime Minister Sharon.
He’s a courageous leader, dedicated to the
security of the Israeli people, as are we, but
also recognizing that life can be better for
the Palestinians.

And T appreciate the leadership of Prime
Minister Abbas, the new Prime Minister of
the Palestinian Authority, who spoke elo-
quently and clearly about the need for the
free world to fight off terror in order for a
Palestinian state to emerge.

And then I went over to Qatar, had a very
good visit with Ambassador Bremer and
General Tommy Franks, and we talked about
the need for our coalition to continue to
make steadfast progress in Iraq so that the
people of Iraq will be able to eventually run
themselves. And we are making steadfast
progress.

Finally, we talked about domestic matters.
Secretary Snow briefed us on the economy.
And we’re optimistic about our economy, but
we won't rest until we’re certain that people
who are looking for work and who want to
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work can find a job. The jobs-and-growth
package passed by the Congress can be very
beneficial to those who look for work.

We also talked about the possibilities of
Congress getting a good Medicare bill out.
I will spend time this week discussing Medi-
care with the American people. Secretary
Thompson briefed us on the progress being
made by the Congress, and I want to thank
the congressional leadership for showing the
determination that’s going to be necessary to
get a good Medicare package out for Amer-
ica’s seniors.

I'm proud of my Cabinet. I want to thank
them for their good work and really proud
of the team we have put together here.

I'll answer a few questions. Tom [Tom
Raum, Associated Press], and then Patsy [Pa-
tricia Wilson, Reuters].

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, since you left the Mid-
dle East, there’s been a new outbreak of vio-
lence; three main Palestinian militant groups
have claimed responsibility for it. Prime Min-
ister Abbas says he will not use force to con-
trol these groups, and Prime Minister Sharon
has been criticized by rightwing members of
his own party. Why are you so optimistic?

The President. I'm optimistic because I
was able to listen to the Prime Ministers of
Israel and the Palestinian Authority talk
about the need for peace and for a state.

Listen, I recognize there’s going to be ex-
tremes, particularly in the Palestinian terri-
tories, that want to blow up peace. But I
think people are sick of it. The average Pales-
tinian must understand that their lives will
improve with the vision of Prime Minister
Abbas. And the Arab neighborhood under-
stands that violence will lead to nothing ex-
cept misery and the lack of hope. And so
I'm optimistic that responsible leaders have
now got the message that we must combine
to work to fight off the terror attacks so that
a peaceful Palestinian state can emerge.

And I understand there’s going to be a lot
of work to do, but I'm prepared to lead. And
we're sending a team in place. Ambassador
Wolf will be on the ground soon, holding
people to account and working to strengthen
Prime Minister Abbas so that he can deliver
on his promise, a promise he made not only
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to me personally but a promise he made to
the Israeli officials. And the promise was, is
that he will work as hard as he can to fight
off those elements within the territories that
want to use violence to destroy any hope for
peace and, therefore, use violence to destroy
the hopes of the Palestinian people.
Patsy.

Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction
Q. Sir, is U.S. credibility on the line over

weapons of mass destruction in Iraq?

The President. I'm not exactly sure what
that means. I mean, Iraq had a weapons pro-
gram. Intelligence throughout the decade
showed they had a weapons program. I am
absolutely convinced with time we’ll find out
that they did have a weapons program. The
credibility of this country is based upon our
strong desire to make the world more peace-
ful—and the world is now more peaceful
after our decision; the strong desire to make
sure free nations are more secure—our free
nations are now more secure; and the strong
desire to spread freedom. And the Iragi peo-
ple are now free and are learning the habits
of freedom and the responsibilities that come
with freedom.

I read a report that somehow, you know,
that there is no Al Qaida presence in Bagh-
dad. I guess the people who wrote that article
forgot about Al Zarqawi’s network inside of
Baghdad that ordered the killing of a U.S.
citizen named Foley. And history will show,
history—time will prove that the United
States made the absolute right decision in
freeing the people of Iraq from the clutches
of Saddam Hussein.

Keil [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News], last
question.

U.S. Policy on the Dollar

Q. Sir, do you have anything for us on the
dollar? It continues to slide.

The President. Yes.

Q. The rhetoric continues to be that we
favor a strong dollar policy, but there doesn’t
seem to be much of anything helping to prop
it up.

TPhe President. The policy of this Govern-
ment is a strong dollar policy. I spent time
talking about the—our dollar policy at the
G-8. And I reminded our G-8 partners that
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there is a difference in interest rates, particu-
larly between Europe and the United States,
and that interest rate differential has caused
people to sell dollars to buy euros to get a
higher return on investment. And that’s why
you're seeing pressure on the dollar.

And of course, the European Union is—
like the United States, has got an inde-
pendent organization that sets monetary pol-
icy. But you'll see a—you’ll see different be-
havior as interest rate spreads begin to nar-
row between Europe and the United States.

But I'll repeat as clearly as I can, the policy
of the United States Government is a strong
dollar policy.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel; Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; L. Paul
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq: Gen.
Tommy R. Franks, USA, combatant commander,
U.S. Central Command; Assistant Secretary of
State for Nonproliferation John S. Wolf; Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi, senior Al Qaida associate; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Deployment of U.S. Military
Forces in Response to Security
Concerns for U.S. Embassy
Personnel in Liberia and Mauritania

June 9, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Clashes between Liberian government and
rebel forces in the vicinity of the United
States Embassy in Monrovia, Liberia and the
potential for further deterioration of the se-
curity environment in Liberia render the
safety of the United States Embassy and its
occupants uncertain.

On June 7, 2003, an assessment team and
standby response and evacuation force of ap-
proximately 35 U.S. military personnel from
the U.S. European Command were pre-posi-
tioned in Freetown, Sierra Leone. On June
8, 2003, these forces moved into Monrovia,
Liberia to augment the Embassy security
forces and to aid in the evacuation of U.S.
citizens from Liberia if required.
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Additionally, on June 8, 2003, a coup at-
tempt occurred in Mauritania. Fighting has
been reported in the vicinity of the United
States Embassy. This fighting continued dur-
ing the morning of June 9 in the center of
Nouakchott, about three kilometers from the
Embassy. At the request of the United States
Embassy, an assessment team and standby
response and evacuation force of an esti-
mated 34 U.S. military personnel from the
U.S. European Command are being sent to
Nouakchott, Mauritania and are expected to
arrive on June 10, 2003. Their mission is to
augment the Embassy security forces and to
aid in the evacuation of American citizens
from Mauritania if required.

In addition to the forces noted above, sev-
eral fixed wing aircraft and their aircrew have
been pre-positioned in Dakar, Senegal in
order to shorten the response time should
an evacuation of American citizens from ei-
ther Liberia or Mauritania be required.

Although in both cases the U.S. forces are
equipped for combat, these movements were
undertaken solely for the purpose of pro-
tecting American citizens and property.
United States forces will redeploy as soon as
it is determined that the threats to the Em-
bassy compounds have ended or an evacu-
ation, if necessary, is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress informed, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
in these actions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Remarks on Implementation of the
No Child Left Behind Act
June 10, 2003

Thank you all very much. Please be seated.
Thanks a lot. Welcome to the White House
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and the beautiful Rose Garden. I want to
thank you for coming today to help us mark
progress, significant progress, toward making
sure our public schools meet our objective,
which is every single child in America gets
a high-quality education.

Last year, I had the honor of signing into
law some historic reforms. The No Child Left
Behind Act sets a clear objective for Amer-
ican education. Every child in every school
must be performing at grade level in the
basic subjects that are key to all learning,
reading and math. The ambitious goal is the
most fundamental duty of every single
school, and it must and it will be fulfilled.

In order to ensure this goal is met, the
No Child Left Behind Act requires every
State in our country to submit an account-
ability plan that leads to measurable gains in
student performance. As of today, all of the
States, plus Puerto Rico and the District of
Columbia, have now submitted those plans.
And that’s why we’re meeting.

The era of low expectations and low stand-
ards is ending; a time of great hopes and
proven results is arriving. And together, we
are keeping a pledge: Every child in America
will learn, and no child will be left behind.

I want to thank our Secretary of Education
for his service to our country. I first got to
know him as a superintendent in Texas. He
was the superintendent of the Houston Inde-
pendent School District, and I figured if he
could handle that—[laughterl—he could
handle whatever Washington threw his way.
But he’s doing a great job, and so is his staff.
I want to thank the chief State school officers
who are with us today. Thank you for your
setting high standards. Thank you for your
care and concern for our Nation’s children.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here today. I see quite a few Sen-
ators and House Members. I particularly
want to pay my respects to the two chairmen
that made the bill happen, Chairman Judd
Gregg, Chairman John Boehner—Judd of
the Senate, John of the House. I want to
thank you for your leadership. When we had
our negotiations on the bill and discussions
on the bill, I can’t remember which one of
the two said, “Are you going to follow
through?” I said, “Yes, we’ll follow through.”
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We're following through, just the way you
wanted us to. And I thank you for being here.

Of course, I see Chairmen Regula, Spec-
ter, Hatch, Alexander, Murkowski—I'd bet-
ter stop. But anyway, thank you all for being
here.

For too many years, education reform
seemed like a losing battle. Fads came and
fads went while students were passed from
grade to grade, no matter what they did or
did not learn. And as a result, national tests
showed that fewer than 1 in 3 fourth graders
were reading well and that only 4 in 10 high
school seniors were skilled at reading. Be-
cause we were just simply shuffling kids
through the system, we began to pay a seri-
ous price.

But fortunately, we recognized the prob-
lem, and we acted. I say “we”—it’s not only
Republicans but Democrats. All of us came
together to focus on a significant problem
for our country. We are now directly chal-
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations.
Under the No Child Left Behind Act, every
student in this country will be held to high
standards, and every school will be held ac-
countable for results. Teachers will get the
training they need to help their students
achieve. Parents will get the information and
choices they need to make sure their children
are learning. And together we will bring the
promise of quality education to every child
in America.

Part of the answer is funding, and we are
meeting our obligations here in Washington,
DC. The Federal Government is investing
more money in elementary and secondary
education than at any other time in American
history. The budget for next year boosts edu-
cation funding to $53.1 billion and an in-
crease of nearly $11 billion since I took of-
fice. And it wasn't all that long ago that I
took office. Funding for Title I, a program
that helps our most disadvantaged students,
has increased 33 percent to $11.6 billion.
And since I took office, we've tripled the
amount we're spending on effective reading
programs to more than $1 billion.

At the Federal level, we are putting money
into the system. It is also important for our
fellow citizens to understand that there is
money available for States to put in account-
ability systems, for States to train teachers
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in the methods that work, and for States to
provide extra help to students who need it.

But it’s also important to recognize that
pouring money into systems that do not teach
and refuse to change will not help our chil-
dren. We help children by measuring the
educational progress of every single child and
by insisting on change when progress is not
made. Were spending more money on
schools, but the change is we're now asking
for results. And those results must be proven,
and those results must be measured every
single year.

Success comes when we’ve got strong lead-
ership in our schools, leaders who seek the
truth, leaders who are willing to confront re-
ality, and leadership who believes in the
worth of every single child. And we have such
a leader with us today. Linda Reksten is with
us today. Linda is the principal of Disney
Elementary School in Burbank, California.
It’s a Title I school where half the students
are not fluent in English and nearly two-
thirds come from low-income families.

Four years ago, her students scored at the
40th and 44th percentiles for reading com-
prehension and math on the State tests. And
her school wound up on a list of underper-
forming schools. At first, Linda said she and
her teachers felt powerless, felt over-
whelmed. But they overcame their discour-
agement and got to work.

And here’s what Disney School did. They
began a rigorous testing program to measure
the progress of every child several times a
year. Teachers who had initially been skep-
tical of the tests—and I'm sure the State
leaders here have heard of that skepticism
before—learned how to use test results to
tailor their lessons plans and to make sure
every child excelled. Morale when up. Dis-
cipline problems went down. And last year,
Disney students scored at the 58th percentile
in reading comprehension and the 71st per-
centile in math. And that is tremendous
progress.

And let me tell you what Linda said. She
said, “It is this constant assessment that tells
us what to do next. Once we have the test
data and we know where the gaps are, we
go after the gaps. We know where every child
is.” Linda is right. She has shown what works
in education. She is the model of education
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reform. I'm proud youre here. Thank you
for your leadership, and thank you for your
heart.

The core of the No Child Left Behind leg-
islation is that every child must be tested on
the basics, starting early, because testing
shows what children are learning and where
they need help. We also need to train the
teachers in scientifically proven methods of
teaching the basics so that their students can
make progress. And if the basics are not
being taught and our children are not meet-
ing standards, schools must be held to ac-
count. There must be a consequence. The
status quo, if a school is mediocre, is not ac-
ceptable.

We're making good progress in terms of
the implementation of our accountability sys-
tems. In the past 5 months, we have ap-
proved the accountability plans of 33 States,
plus the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico. And today we mark an historic mile-
stone of accountability: This morning, Sec-
retary Paige has approved the plans of 17
more States, bringing us to a total of 100
percent of the accountability plans in place.

I want to thank the Secretary again and
his staff and education chiefs for helping this
Nation make great progress when it comes
to education reform. Keep in mind that in
January of 2001, only 11 States were in com-
pliance with a 1994 education law. Every
State, plus Puerto Rico and the District, are
now complying with the No Child Left Be-
hind Act after one year.

Educators are embracing a new level of
accountability, which is creating a new cul-
ture for our Nation’s schools, a culture of
achievement, a culture of results over proc-
ess. In this new culture, accountability plans
are driving reform. They contain timelines
and projections to show how the States will
bring all students up to grade level in reading
and math by the year 2014. All students will
be tested—tests designed by the States, not
the Federal Government. Schools are re-
quired to disaggregate the testing data, sepa-
rating the results by race and background to
make sure all groups of children are learning.
All schools must release report cards with
these results to the parents and to the public,
so we know which schools are succeeding
and which schools are not.
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Though the plans have these common ele-
ments, each plan is unique because each
State and its communities are unique. Local
people are getting the tools they need to find
out if children are learning and if their
schools are working. Local people are chart-
ing the path to excellence, and that is impor-
tant because local people know what is best
for their own children and their own schools.

The development of these plans involved
a lot of hard work. Governors stepped up
to the line, along with their education chiefs.
I also want to thank the principals and teach-
ers and parents on the frontlines who are
working so hard to improve our public
schools. Instead of throwing up your hands
in despair, you decided to challenge the sta-
tus quo and to help each child. On behalf
of the Nation, I want to thank all who are
involved in America’s public schools, all who
demand excellence, for your service to our
country.

And now we look forward to the next phase
of school reform. The law requires every
State to release a list of its schools in need
of improvement before the start of the school
year. The schools on those lists are imme-
diately eligible for State assistance that can
help them improve. The school remains on
the list for 2 years. Parents will have the op-
tion of moving their children to other public
schools in the same district. If a school stays
on the list for 3 years, a parent will be given
a choice of tutoring programs with proven
track records, programs in which they can
enroll their children at no cost.

The No Child Left Behind Act gives par-
ents and students alternatives when schools
do not measure up. Some of those schools
will undoubtedly have to make difficult
choices. That's okay. Remember what’s at
stake. When a student passes from grade to
grade without knowing how to read and
write, add and subtract, the damage can last
a lifetime. We must not tolerate a system that
just gives up on a child early. We must not
tolerate tired excuses. We must challenge
persistent failure. And that is precisely what
this Nation is going to do. We are insisting
on high standards and high achievement for
every school in every corner of America be-
cause we have a fundamental belief that
every child can learn in this country.
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It’s an exciting time for American edu-
cation; it really is. We're facing challenges,
but we have the blueprint for success. The
No Child Left Behind Act charts the way for
a better tomorrow. We've also got a greater
advantage than the law. We have got the will
and the character of the American people.
Parents and teachers and principals and edu-
cation chiefs are making good on our promise
to leave no child left behind. We will con-
tinue to stand with them as they help the
next generation realize the greatness of our
country.

And we do live in a great country, a coun-
try of great values, a country of hope, a coun-
try that believes in the best for every single
citizen who lives in our land.

May God bless your work, and may God
continue to bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Title I of the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103-382),
which amended Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law No.
8§9-10). The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
of Uganda

June 10, 2003

President Bush. It's my honor to welcome
President Museveni back to the White
House. Mr. President, you have shown ex-
traordinary leadership on a lot of issues, but
the one issue that’s really captured the imagi-
nation and the hearts of the American people
is your extraordinary leadership on HIV/
AIDS in your country. You've shown the
world what is possible, and I want to con-
gratulate you for that leadership.

I also want to thank you for your steadfast
support on the war against terror. And I'm
glad you're here.

Before we begin our discussions I do want
to say something on the Middle East. I am
troubled by the recent Israeli helicopter
gunship attacks. I regret the loss of innocent
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life. I'm concerned that the attacks will make
it more difficult for the Palestinian leadership
to fight off terrorist attacks. I also don’t be-
lieve the attacks help the Israeli security. I've
been in touch with all parties in the region.
I am determined to keep the process on the
road to peace. And I believe, with respon-
sible leadership by all parties, we can bring
peace to the region. And I emphasize, all par-
ties must behave responsibly to achieve that
objective.

So, Mr. President, I'm glad you're here.
Welcome. I'd like for you to make a few com-
ments, please, sir.

President Museveni. Thank you, sir. I'm
very glad that I'm here. First of all, I con-
gratulate President Bush for his leadership
in fighting terrorism. Terrorism is a very irre-
sponsible way for expressing one’s dissatisfac-
tion. It uses indiscriminate violence. It
doesn’t discriminate between combatants
and noncombatants. That’s why we oppose
terrorism.

We fought with guns for the freedom of
our countries. I fought for many years, but
I've never used terrorist means. Freedom
fighting is not the same thing as terrorism.
If you must use violence, you should assure
that violence is directed at the combatant,
not at the noncombatant.

Secondly, I salute President Bush for his
decision a few years ago to open American
markets to African value-added products.
You hear so much of poverty in Africa, but
in fact, Africa is a very rich continent. The
only problem is that we must simply move
the value to the outside. We export only raw
materials; we don’t export value-added prod-
ucts. So I'm very glad that President Bush
opened the American market for our goods.

I'm also glad that he set up the Millennium
Challenge Account. That money should be
used to aid trade. I don’t believe in aid as
an end in itself. I believe in trade. Trade is
one that can lead to mutual benefits for all
countries in the world. Therefore, aid should
be ahead of trade, should aid in order to
trade.

And, finally, T thank him for the money
set up for the AIDS fund, the $15 billion.
So I really am glad I'm here. We shall discuss
more in our private discussion.
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President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you for coming.
President Museveni. Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Death of
Don Regan

June 10, 2003

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Don Regan. He leaves behind a lifetime
of service and achievement, in both the pri-
vate and public sector. He served his country
with distinction. Don was a devoted husband,
father, and grandfather and will be sorely
missed. We send our deepest sympathies to
Ann and the entire Regan family.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation
Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Territory of the Russian
Federation

June 10, 2003

On June 21, 2000, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13159 (the “Order”) blocking
property and interests in property of the
Government of the Russian Federation that
are in the United States, that hereafter come
within the United States, or that are or here-
inafter come within the possession or control
of United States persons that are directly re-
lated to the implementation of the Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and
agreements (collectively, the “HEU Agree-
ments”). The HEU Agreements allow for the
downblending of highly enriched uranium
derived from nuclear weapons to low en-
riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur-
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poses. The Order invoked the authority, inter
alia, of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.,
and declared a national emergency to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States posed by the risk of nuclear
proliferation created by the accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion.

A major national security goal of the
United States is to ensure that fissile material
removed from Russian nuclear weapons pur-
suant to various arms control and disar-
mament agreements is dedicated to peaceful
uses (such as downblended to low enriched
uranium for peaceful commercial uses), sub-
ject to transparency measures, and protected
from diversion to activities of proliferation
concern. Pursuant to the HEU Agreements,
weapons-grade uranium extracted from Rus-
sian nuclear weapons is converted to low en-
riched uranium for use as fuel in commercial
nuclear reactors. The Order blocks and pro-
tects from attachment, judgment, decree,
lien, execution, garnishment, or other judicial
process the property and interests in prop-
erty of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration that are directly related to the imple-
mentation of the HEU Agreements and that
are in the United States, that hereafter come
within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control
of United States persons.

The national emergency declared on June
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21,
2003, to provide continued protection from
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu-
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process
for the property and interests in property of
the Government of the Russian Federation
that are directly related to the implementa-
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency
with respect to weapons-usable fissile mate-
rial in the territory of the Russian Federation.
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This notice shall be published in the Federal
Register and transmitted to the Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 10, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 2003]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on June 12.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Russian Federation

June 10, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to the
accumulation of a large volume of weapons-
usable fissile material in the territory of the
Russian Federation is to continue beyond
June 21, 2003, to the Federal Register for
publication. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published in the
Federal Register on June 20, 2002 (67 FR
42181).

It remains a major national security goal
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-
armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures,
and protected from diversion to activities of
proliferation concern. The accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
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with respect to the accumulation of a large
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in
the territory of the Russian Federation and
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 10, 2003.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Russian Federation

June 10, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration
on the national emergency with respect to
the risk of nuclear proliferation created by
the accumulation of weapons-usable fissile
material in the territory of the Russian Fed-

eration that was declared in Executive Order
13159 of June 21, 2000.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 10, 2003.

Remarks to the Illinois State Medical
Society in Chicago, Illinois
June 11, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It's good
to be back in the Windy City. I'll try not
to be too windy. [Laughter]

The last time I was here, which was in
January, I talked about big objectives of my
administration and big responsibilities we
share, and I talked about the need to con-
tinue to fight the war on terror. I reminded
our citizens that this country would uphold
the just demands of the world and confront
the real threat posed to the free world by
Saddam Hussein. Since I was here, thanks
to the bravery of our military and to friends
and allies, the regime of Saddam Hussein is



746

no more; the world is peaceful and free.
Thanks to their bravery and their sacrifice,
the world is more peaceful, America is more
secure, and the Iragi people are now free.

We have a lot more work to do in Iraq,
and we’ll stay the course. And we've got a
lot more work to do to make sure our country
is secure, because the war on terror goes on.
There are still terrorist networks which hate
America because of what we love. They hate
us because we love our freedoms. And since
we’re not going to change, we’re going to
have to deal with them. We will be strong;
we'll be diligent; and we will win.

I also talked about economic security when
I was here last. I laid out a plan, what I called
a growth-and-jobs plan, that recognized that
so long as any of our fellow citizens are look-
ing for work, that we’ve got to be concerned
about the fact they can’t find a job. We need
a—I reminded the country that we needed
to grow our economy so people could find
work.

The crux of the plan I laid out said that
if a person has more money in their pocket,
they're likely to demand an additional good
or a service. In our type of economy, when
you demand a good or a service, somebody
is going to produce the good or a service.
And when somebody produces that good or
a service, it's more likely a fellow citizen will
find work. And the Congress acted, and they
passed substantial tax relief, which will give
more Americans their own money.

Today I've returned to Chicago to discuss
another issue relating to our security, and
that’s the need for us to improve the health
security of the American citizens. We have
an unprecedented opportunity to give Amer-
ica’s seniors an up-to-date Medicare system
that includes more choices and better bene-
fits like prescription drug coverage. And for
the sake of health care for all Americans, we
must reform the medical liability system. For
years, leaders of both political parties have
talked about these reforms. Now is the time
to get the job done.

I am very grateful for the Illinois State
Medical Society for hosting me today. This
distinguished organization was founded in
1840 in Springfield, the same time that Abra-
ham Lincoln was practicing law in that city
on North 5th Street. Lincoln was a lawyer
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who believed in discouraging unnecessary
litigation. I want to thank Dr. Ron Ruecker
for his hospitality, his introduction.

I want to thank Tommy Thompson.
Tommy used to be in this neighborhood.
[Laughter] But he’s doing a fantastic job as
our Secretary of Health and Human Services.
When we talk about tort reform in this ad-
ministration, Tommy is the point man up on
Capitol Hill, working hard with Senators and
Members of the United States Congress,
some of whom traveled with us today. Sen-
ator Peter Fitzgerald is with us today, and
I want to thank the Senator for joining us.
Congressmen Bobby Rush and Luis Gutier-
rez, Rahm Emanuel, Danny Davis, Phil
Crane, Mark Kirk, and Congresswoman Judy
Biggert also traveled, and I want to thank
the Members of Congress for your interest
and for joining us.

We have just had a roundtable discussion
with fellow citizens, some docs, some people
on Medicare. I want to thank them for join-
ing me today and sharing their stories and
their concerns about the future of health care
in our country.

One thing is for certain about health care
in our country, is that we've got the best
health care system in the world, and we need
to keep it that way. We've got great docs in
America. We're really good at research.
We're developing technologies and medi-
cines which are extending lives not only in
our country but all across the world.

To make sure we've got a good health care
system today and tomorrow, we’ve got to
make sure that no policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment will undermine the system of pri-
vate care in America. As folks who deliver
that care, you know that we’ve got challenges
in our system. We must address the chal-
lenges while not undermining the strengths
of American medicine.

There are some hard-working folks in our
country who do not qualify for Medicaid and
cannot afford to buy health insurance. So I
sent a proposal to Congress for refundable
tax credits to help low-income people pur-
chase their own insurance. There are too
many needy Americans who use emergency
rooms as their main source of health care.
So I worked with Congress, and I want to
thank Congress for increased funding, for
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more community and migrant health care
centers all across America.

And we've got another challenge that
we’re now dealing with in America, and that’s
Medicare. It’s an essential commitment of
this Government, yet the system is not keep-
ing pace. The system is not adjusting to the
advances of modern medicine. This year we
have an opportunity to seize and strengthen
and—to strengthen and improve Medicare
for the sake of all our seniors. I'm here to
urge Congress not to miss the opportunity.
I'm here to ask for your help in making sure
that Congress does not miss the opportunity.

Four decades—over four decades, the
Government has made some improvements
in Medicare. Notice I said “the Government”
has made improvements in Medicare. There-
in lies part of the problem. [Laughter] We've
expanded the program to cover persons with
disabilities, to cover kidney dialysis, to cover
more home-based services to the bedridden,
to cover some cancer screenings and vac-
cines. Yet, health care moves faster than bu-
reaucracy. Health care is being transformed
by drug therapies and active prevention.
These are an increasingly important part of
how docs treat their patients, yet seniors with
Medicare must pay for those treatments out
of their own pocket or go without them.

Medicine is changing; Medicare is not. As
many as one-third of seniors on Medicare
have no drug coverage at all. It's about
900,000—90,000 seniors in Chicago without
any drug coverage. Because seniors don’t
have drug coverage for prescription drugs
and preventative care, we are creating a
health care system that is more expensive and
less effective.

Let me give you two examples. Prolonged
hospital stays for ulcers can cost up to
$28,000, which Medicare pays. But Medicare
does not pay the annual bill of $500 for drugs
that can eliminate the cause of most ulcers.
Medicare would pay many of the costs to
treat a serious stroke, including bills from the
hospital and the rehab center, doctors, home
health aides, and outpatient care. And those
costs can total upwards of $100,000. Medi-
care will not pay for a year’s worth of treat-
ment with blood-thinning drugs that can pre-
vent stroke, drugs which cost less than
$1.,000.
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Time and time again, Medicare’s failure
to pay for drugs means our seniors risk seri-
ous illnesses, disease, and injuries, all of
which Medicare would pay to treat after the
fact. America’s seniors deserve a modern sys-
tem of health care, instead of a bureaucracy
that covers the latest medical treatments
slowly and sporadically. Our seniors should
have choices under Medicare, so that afford-
able health care plans compete for their busi-
ness and, at the same time, give them the
coverage they need.

This principle of choice, of trusting people
to make their own health care decisions, is
behind the health plan enjoyed by every per-
son on the Federal payroll, including every
Member of Congress. All Federal employees
get to choose their health care plan. Health
plans compete for their business by offering
good services and better choices at lower
costs. It seems logical to me that if Members
of Congress and staffs get good choices and
good service, so should the seniors of Amer-
ica.

Here are the principles of the plan that
I have submitted to Congress. Seniors who
want to stay in the current Medicare system
should have that option plus a prescription
drug benefit. Seniors who want enhanced
benefits, such as more coverage for preventa-
tive care and other services, should have that
choice as well. Seniors who like managed
care plans should have that option as well.
And all low-income seniors should receive
extra help, so that all seniors will have the
ability to choose a Medicare option that in-
cludes a prescription drug benefit.

That’s what we discussed at our round-
table, the need for seniors to have a prescrip-
tion drug benefit. Dan and Barbara Lee are
with us today. He has leukemia, which is now
under control, but he’s worried about the fu-
ture. He has affordable prescription drug
coverage through a previous employer, but
he knows he’s eventually going to lose it. And
then he will have a monthly prescription drug
bill of more than $300, and the current Medi-
care system will not help him. Dan describes
Medicare this way: “There isn't a lot of
choice, and I think people ought to have
choice.” Congress needs to listen to Dan.

We also heard from Gene Preston. He and
his wife, Dorothy, live on a tight budget and
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do not have prescription drug coverage. To
the Prestons, a full drug benefit would help
a lot because they now spend $300 a month
on drugs. He says, “Everything is going up
in price. Before, we could save a couple of
bucks at the end of the month. But right now,
we're just holding even, if not going below
even.” Gene says it’s important to have good
health care coverage, and he’s right. And
that’s exactly what the plan I submitted to
Congress will provide to Gene and his wife
and a lot of seniors around our country that
need help.

The need for Medicare reform is abso-
lutely clear to me, and the opportunity for
Medicare reform is real. We've got a chance
to get it done. We have set aside the nec-
essary resources to make reform work. The
budget I proposed, which Congress passed,
provides 400 billion additional dollars to
modernize Medicare and provide a prescrip-
tion drug benefit—$400 billion. We've also
got a growing consensus in both Houses of
Congress and in both political parties, a con-
sensus that our seniors need more choices
and better benefits including prescription
drugs. And the time is right to make progress.

The House of Representatives will take up
this issue in the coming weeks under the
leadership of a man from Illinois, a guy who
I've got a lot of respect from, Speaker Denny
Hastert. And I appreciate the leadership of
Chairman Bill Thomas and Chairman Billy
Tauzin. And in the Senate, Republican Sen-
ator Chuck Grassley of Iowa and Democrat
Senator Max Baucus of Montana are working
closely to add momentum for Medicare re-
form. With the right spirit, I am confident
that both the House and the Senate can act
on historic Medicare improvements before
the Fourth of July recess.

In a strengthened and modernized Medi-
care system, every senior in America would
enjoy better benefits than they have today,
no matter what plan they choose. And all sen-
iors would continue to benefit from the most
fundamental choice of all, the ability to
choose your own doctor.

It is that relationship between patient and
doctor which is the significant strength of
American health care. Everything we do to
improve Medicare should honor this rela-
tionship. And that relationship is being hurt
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by junk lawsuits filed against many doctors.
It is important for our fellow citizens to un-
derstand the effects of junk lawsuits. It
means that doctors and their insurance com-
panies must fight every single case, regard-
less of how frivolous. And therefore, liability
premiums go up, and that’s got two effects.
One, it causes price to patients to go up, and
in some cases, drives docs out of business.

If one of the goals of health care is to have
affordable and available health care, it makes
no sense to have a system—because of junk
lawsuits—which drives up the costs and, in
many States, makes health care less available.
As well, it’s important for our fellow citizens
to understand that because of the threat of
lawsuit, docs practice defensive medicine, or-
dering more tests, doing more procedures
than are necessary, in order to avoid a lawsuit
or in order to prepare a case for a potential
lawsuit. And that causes costs to go up in
America as well. Both higher premiums and
defensive medicine drives up the cost to pa-
tients all across America, in every State. And
both are hurting health care in this country,
and we need to do something about it now.

Dr. Andrew Roth is with us today. Our
citizens must listen to the story of Andrew
Roth because it’s a—unfortunately, it’s a typ-
ical story all around America. He went to
high school at Hinsdale Central High. He
stayed in Chicago for college and medical
school. He and his practice deliver about 200
babies a year. His insurance premiums are
going up 50 percent next month, to $170,000.
And next January, he expects another 40-per-
cent increase.

The interesting thing about his career is
that he has never spent a day in court as
a defendant in a liability case, and he has
never settled a case. But because this State
has no medical liability reform, the cost of
him staying as a baby doc is getting out of
sight. And he is now considering leaving this
vital State. And that hurts the patients in this
State, and it must hurt him as well. He was
raised here, educated here, loves the Cubs.
[Laughter] And yet, a flawed system is not
only making it hard for him to practice medi-
cine; it’s making it hard for him to stay in
an area he loves. He said, “We're all at the
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breaking point. Liability premiums are keep-
ing us from doing what we love or forcing
us to leave our homes.”

We have got a problem in America that
we must deal with. And this is not only a
local problem, but because lawsuits and pre-
mium increases and preventative medicine
drive up the cost in Medicaid and Medicare
and veterans health benefits, medical liability
is a national issue that requires a national so-
lution.

Every person with a legitimate claim de-
serves a day in court. Junk lawsuits make it
hard to get into court. And bad doctors must
be held to account. I'm confident that’s what
the Illinois Medical Society believes as well.
Yet, for the sake of affordable and available
health care, we need a cap on non-economic
damages, of $250,000. Punitive damages
should be limited to reasonable limits.

This health care system needs liability re-
form now. No one has ever been healed by
a frivolous lawsuit. This past March, the
House of Representatives passed medical li-
ability reform. The Senate has not acted. I
urge all of you to talk to your Senators. I
know one of them is okay.

You can make a difference. Not only
should the people of Illinois who care about
medical liability reform get involved, people
all over this country—if you want a health
care system that is available and affordable—
need to get involved. You need to let your
Senators know how you feel on this key issue.

I'll be right there with you getting in-
volved. I want to sign this into law. I want
to sign Medicare reform into law, and I want
to sign medical liability reform into law, so
that we can look the American people in the
eye and say, “We have done our job; we saw
a problem and we fixed it.”

There are challenges in the health care sys-
tem. We understand that in Washington. And
we can answer those challenges with prac-
tical, sensible, compassionate reforms. That
is the charge before us, and that is the charge
we must keep on behalf of the American peo-

le.

May God bless your work, and may God
continue to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Chicago Hilton. In his remarks,
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein
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of Iragq; and Ronald L. Ruecker, M.D., chair,
board of trustees, Illinois State Medical Society.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Departure From
Chicago
June 11, 2003

Terrorist Bombing in Jerusalem

Today there was a terrible bombing in Je-
rusalem. I send my heartfelt condolences to
those who suffered and lost life.

It is clear there are people in the Middle
East who hate peace, people who want to
kill in order to make sure that the desires
of Israel to live in secure and peace don’t
happen, who kill to make sure the desires
of the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Au-
thority and others of a peaceful state living
side by side with Israel do not happen.

To the people in the world who want to
see peace in the Middle East, I strongly urge
all of you to fight off terror, to cut off money
to organizations such as Hamas, to isolate
those who hate so much that they’re willing
to kill to stop peace from going forward. I
strongly condemn the killings, and I urge and
call upon all of the free world, nations which
love peace, to not only condemn the killings
but to use every ounce of their power to pre-
vent them from happening in the future.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in Grant
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Kingdom
of Thailand

June 11, 2003

President George W. Bush and Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra met on June 10,
2003 to reaffirm the strength and importance
of the alliance between the United States and
the Kingdom of Thailand, built upon 170
years of close and warm relationship between
both the two nations. In recognition of that
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long history of cooperation, the President in-
formed the Prime Minister that the United
States is actively considering Thailand’s des-
ignation as a Major Non NATO Ally
(MNNA).

The two leaders discussed developments
in Iraq and reaffirmed their shared commit-
ment to help build a stable, prosperous, and
democratic Iraq. President Bush welcomed
Thailand’s offer to deploy a military engi-
neering battalion and medical teams to Iraq,
and expressed appreciation for the humani-
tarian assistance that Thailand has already ex-
tended to the Iraqi people. The President
further welcomed Thailand’s successful de-
ployment of an engineering battalion work-
ing with the Coalition in Afghanistan, noting
that such cooperation highlights the contin-
ued vitality of the U.S.-Thai alliance.

Both leaders agreed that a lasting peace
in the Middle East is of vital interest to the
international community. In this regard,
Prime Minister Thaksin expressed his appre-
ciation for the personal involvement by Presi-
dent Bush to secure a comprehensive road
map for sustainable peace and security in the
region.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Thaksin expressed concern about the situa-
tion on the Korean Peninsula. They re-
affirmed their commitment to work with
other states in Asia to achieve the complete,
verifiable, and irreversible elimination of
North Korea’s nuclear weapons program, as
is necessary for stability, peace, and security
in the region. The President and the Prime
Minister expressed concern for the people
of North Korea and agreed on the impor-
tance of humanitarian food assistance and ef-
forts to ensure that it gets to those who need
it.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Thaksin expressed deep concern over recent
developments in Burma, in particular the vio-
lence that occurred on May 30, 2003. The
two leaders agreed on the need for the im-
mediate release of Aung San Suu Kyi and
other National League for Democracy
(NLD) members. Prime Minister Thaksin af-
firmed the Thai Government’s readiness to
do whatever possible to facilitate Burmese
national reconciliation and the return to de-
mocracy. Noting that a democratic and pros-
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perous Burma is important to the stability
and prosperity of Southeast Asia, President
Bush and Prime Minister Thaksin called for
an immediate substantive political dialogue
between Rangoon and all domestic political
elements, consistent with the regime’s stated
commitment to a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy.

The two leaders emphasized their contin-
ued support for a peaceful solution to the
conflict in Aceh and expressed hope that the
parties would return to a negotiating process
that seeks a political settlement which ad-
dresses the grievances of the people of Aceh,
while respecting the territorial integrity of
Indonesia.

The President commended Thailand’s
strong leadership in responding to the chal-
lenge of terrorism in Southeast Asia and its
commitment to the international community
to fight against all forms of terror. The Presi-
dent also expressed appreciation for the close
U.S.-Thai partnership on counterterrorism.
President Bush and Prime Minister Thaksin
discussed recent developments in the war on
terror in Southeast Asia, welcoming the en-
hanced cooperation among ASEAN nations
that has helped disrupt terror plots and ap-
prehend members of the Jemaah Islamiyah
(JI) terrorist network. While noting that sub-
stantial progress has been made in elimi-
nating terrorist threats from the region, the
two leaders agreed that the war on terror is
far from over. The President and the Prime
Minister agreed on the need to further
strengthen bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion to combat terrorism and looked forward
to the upcoming APEC Leaders’ Meeting in
Bangkok as an important opportunity to ad-
vance important counterterrorism objectives.
The President praised Thailand for joining
the Container Security Initiative (CSI), de-
signed to enhance the protection of shipping
against exploitation by terrorists, and wel-
comed the plan for Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Surakiart Sathirathai and Secretary of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge to sign the
Declaration of Principles in Washington.

The two leaders recognized the long, suc-
cessful history of cooperation between the
United States and Thailand on law enforce-
ment and counternarcotics. President Bush
appreciated Thailand’s leadership in hosting
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one of the largest and most successful U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
operations in the world as well as the U.S.-
Thai International Law Enforcement Acad-
emy (ILEA). President Bush recognized
Prime Minister Thaksin’s determination to
combat transnational crime in all its forms,
including drug trafficking and trafficking in
persons. Regarding recent press allegations
that Thai security services carried out
extrajudicial killings during a counter-
narcotics campaign in Thailand, Prime Min-
ister Thaksin stated unequivocally that the
Thai Government does not tolerate
extrajudicial killings and assured President
Bush that all allegations regarding killings are
being investigated thoroughly.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Thaksin celebrated the long U.S.-Thai part-
nership on a wide variety of tropical and in-
fectious diseases, including HIV/AIDs, and
agreed to strengthen that cooperation to
combat new threats, such as Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). The Presi-
dent commended Thailand’s leadership in
hosting the ASEAN and China Summit on
SARS and offered continued U.S. support
and assistance. Prime Minister Thaksin in-
formed the President about his goals for the
Asian Cooperative Dialogue (ACD), noting
his hope that it would help strengthen re-
gional cooperation across a range of fields.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Thaksin celebrated the robust economic ties
between the United States and Thailand and
emphasized a desire to expand trade and in-
vestment ties even further, as called for in
the bilateral Trade and Investment Frame-
work Agreement (TIFA). The leaders ex-
pressed interest in moving forward under the
auspices of the President’s Enterprise for
ASEAN Initiative (EAI), which sets forth a
road map to promote investment, growth,
and free trade between the United States and
ASEAN countries. The President and the
Prime Minister committed to making tan-
gible progress on existing commitments
under the TIFA, including in the areas of
intellectual property rights, investment, and
customs, as a necessary first step towards a
possible free trade agreement. Both leaders
also committed to work together in the
World Trade Organization’s Doha Develop-
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ment Agenda negotiations, emphasizing that
progress on agriculture will be key to a suc-
cessful conclusion of the Doha negotiations.

Both sides recognized that Life Sciences
will be one of the leading industry sectors
in the new century, promising significant
human benefits and economic growth. In
that regard, Thailand welcomed the U.S. ini-
tiative to establish the Life Sciences Innova-
tion Forum under APEC. The Prime Min-
ister expressed hope that such mutual co-
operation would advance Thailand’s efforts
to become a world class center for research
and development in Life Sciences and re-
lated health fields.

The President congratulated Prime Min-
ister Thaksin on his leadership of APEC in
2003. The two leaders affirmed their com-
mitment to making tangible progress in
APEC on both trade and investment liberal-
ization and counterterrorism objectives. The
President looked forward to his State visit
to Thailand before the APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting and expressed appreciation
for the gracious invitation of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej to visit Thailand.
Prime Minister Thaksin expressed apprecia-
tion for the excellent arrangements being
made for the forthcoming visit by His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn to
Washington. The leaders agreed that these
visits would further strengthen the already
warm friendship between their two govern-
ments and between the American and Thai

peoples.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks to Senior Citizens in
New Britain, Connecticut
June 12, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. I really
want to thank the good folks of the New Brit-
ain General Hospital for putting up with me
and the entourage. [Laughter] But thanks for
letting me come to talk about some impor-
tant issues facing America.

I'm on my way to Maine, where I'm going
to spend the weekend with one of my favorite
seniors. [Laughter] He is turning 79 today.
I'm not going to tell you how old my mother
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is, because I want to have a place to sleep.
[Laughter]

Thanks for giving me a chance to come
down. We face big challenges in this country.
We've still got a challenge of making sure
the Nation is secure and the world is more
peaceful. Even though we’ve been successful
in two major battles in Afghanistan and Iraq,
there is still an enemy who lurks, who hates
America because of what we stand for. And
we stand for freedom. That’s what we be-
lieve. We believe in freedom to worship,
freedom to speak, freedom to succeed. And
those freedoms are dear to our heart.

And people don’t like the fact that we
stand for freedom and promote freedom.
And therefore, they’re out there. But we’ll
find them, and we’ll bring them to justice.
There’s no greater job for an administration
than to protect the security of the American
people. And that’s precisely what this admin-
istration will continue to do.

And we have got a challenge when it
comes to quality health care for our seniors.
We face a challenge because many seniors
face the high cost of prescription drugs. It’s
a challenge we've got to deal with here.
Today I'm going to act on how to speed up
the approval of generic drugs, to make sure
that prescriptions are more affordable for all
Americans, particularly our seniors.

We also face a challenge because the
Medicare system is antiquated. Medicine is
modernizing, and Medicare isn’t. And that’s
not right for our seniors. And so I've come
here today to remind Congress that Congress
has an obligation and a responsibility to meet
the needs of our seniors and to make sure
that Medicare is modern.

And there’s no more strong advocate for
making sure Medicare meets its promises
than Nancy Johnson. She is a tireless advo-
cate for quality health care all across Amer-
ica. And I want to thank her for her leader-
ship. And I want to thank her for her friend-
ship. And I want to thank her for her intro-
duction.

I was a Governor once, so I got to know
the Governors—the Nation’s Governors. And
the State of Connecticut has got a great Gov-
ernor in John Rowland. He’s been dealt a
pretty tough hand this last year, but he’s play-
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ing it like a pro. And the citizens of this State
are fortunate to have him here.

I want to thank the mayors who are here.
The best politics, of course, is local politics.
I want to thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you taking your time out of your day
for coming.

I met Ruth Campanario when I got off
the chopper. And you probably say, why
would you mention her? Well, there’s a lot
of focus on the great strength of America
these days. They talk about our military
might, and we're plenty tough if we have to
be. They talk about our muscle, but the true
strength of the country is the heart of the
country because of the compassion of the
citizens who live here.

And Ruth is a volunteer; she volunteers
at the Friendship Service Center. It’s a local
shelter that offers emergency and transitional
housing and job training and counseling serv-
ices. She takes time out of her life to try to
make somebody else’s life better. That’s the
strength of America. It’s the willingness of
people to serve something greater than your-
self, to love a neighbor just like you'd like
to be loved yourself.

So Ruth, T want to thank you and thank
all who volunteer to make their communities
a better place. And thank you for coming.
Where are you, Ruth? Oh, there you are.
Stand up, Ruth. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Our health care system is the best in the
world, and we need to keep it that way. We're
great because we've got great docs. We're
great because we've got unbelievable re-
search; new technologies literally save lives
on a daily basis. I mean, we're really good
at health care. But we've got problems we’ve
got to deal with.

And one of the problems is the cost of
prescription drugs. We live in an age of mir-
acle drugs. Millions of our citizens have
found healing and hope from medicines that
were discovered and created in this country,
and it’'s—but the treatment, the use of drugs,
has replaced major surgeries as well. Treat-
ment is changing. And this has been a bless-
ing. It’s been a blessing for a lot of seniors
who are living longer and better lives. But
the challenge for America is to make sure
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that lifesaving drugs are both affordable and
available to America’s seniors.

Now, one way to make prescriptions more
affordable is to ensure that generic drugs are
not delayed in reaching the market, are not
delayed for consumers to be able to pur-
chase. In our system, when a drug company
develops a new medicine, the company is
given a patent. And patents ensure that in-
vestment and innovation are rewarded, so we
continue to get additional lifesaving drugs as
new discoveries are made. It makes sense to
have a system that protects investment for
a while.

Yet when a patent expires, other compa-
nies have the right to make a safe, lower cost
genetic version of the drug. However, the
system a lot of time doesn’t work because
the original inventor of the drug uses delay-
ing tactics to avoid competition. They delay
the process of patent expiration so that con-
sumers don’t have additional choices of ge-
neric drugs.

At my direction, today the Federal Drug
Administration, the FDA, is taking action to
close loopholes that slow the movement of
generic drugs to the marketplace. First, we
are limiting the amount of time that a drug
company can delay the marketing of a ge-
neric competitor. Instead of letting them file
one delay after another, the Government will
allow a single 30-month stay while legal com-
plexities are sorted out. In other words, the
initial manufacturer of a drug will not be al-
lowed to use the legal process for endless
delay, which hurts our consumers in Amer-
ica. Secondly, we are no longer allowing drug
companies to block generics because of pat-
ents on minor features, such as the color of
the pill bottle or some combination of ingre-
dients not related to the effectiveness of the
medicines. Thirdly, we are tightening the
overall rules on patent applications so that
false statements to get a patent result in
criminal charges.

By taking these actions, we will bring ge-
neric drugs to the market much more quick-
ly—in some cases, years earlier. And this
should save the American consumers about
$3.5 billion each year—savings that will go,
of course, to the consumers, to our seniors,
or to Medicaid programs administered by the
State, or to employer health plans.
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The Senate is looking to write these re-
forms that we're now implementing to execu-
tive action in the law. And I support their
efforts. I want to work with both the House
and the Senate on this legislation to make
certain that prescription drugs are more af-
fordable to the American people.

And then we've got to deal with the issue
of accessibility for our seniors. People on
Medicaid, Medicare need to have a choice
of affordable plans, all of which provide pre-
scription drug benefits. Every Federal em-
ployee—including every Member of Con-
gress—gets to choose the health coverage
that best fits their needs. If it's good enough
for the employees and the Members of Con-
gress to have choice, it’s good enough for
our seniors to have choice when it comes to
health care plans as well.

And so here are the choices available. If
a senior wants to stay in the current Medicare
system, they should have that option. And
that option should include a prescription
drug benefit. If seniors want to have en-
hanced benefits, such as more coverage for
preventative care and other services, they
ought to have that choice as well. And finally,
seniors who like the affordability of managed
care plans should be able to enroll in man-
aged care plans. They shouldn’t be starved
to death so seniors don’t have that option.
And low income seniors should receive extra
help in meeting whatever plan—the pre-
miums of whatever plan they choose so that
all seniors will have the ability to choose a
Medicare option that includes the prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

These are the principles on the legislation
that Nancy and I are working on. And these
are the principles that we believe will be in-
corporated in the bill, so long as you let your
Senators and others know that you're inter-
ested in reform, that you want a modern
Medicare system.

Sandra Sorensen—I just met with some of
your fellow citizens from the area, all of
whom are seniors. I listened to their stories.
Let me share some of the stories with you.
Sandra Sorensen is here. She is on a Con-
necticut special program called ConnPACE,
a program that, Johnny, you probably helped
design. It helps her on her prescription
drugs.
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The problem is, is that she wants to move
up to be with her daughter in New Hamp-
shire. Her daughter is worried about her at
times, I guess is the right thing to say, Sandra,
kind of worried about you. She wants you
to make sure that, you know, that you're well
taken care of. She wants to be close by. The
problem is, if she goes to New Hampshire,
she loses ConnPACE, which means she
won’t have the medicines necessary to take
care of her current ailments. We need to re-
form Medicare to make sure people have got
the capacity to go from one State to the other
without losing prescription drugs.

The Rowlands are with us today, Ralph
and Bernice. They were quite outspoken
about the need to make sure the Medicare
system works properly. Ralph was wondering
out loud, “How come Medicare doesn’t try
to prevent disease before it happens?” That
seems to make sense. [Laughter] It doesn’t.
They pay now about $200 a month, and what
they’re worried about is increasing drug costs
will make it very difficult for them to live
out their older years.

The Humphreys are with us as well. Ginny
spent her time working in the Connecticut
health care system. She knows a lot about
health care. She claims she had a stroke; it’s
certainly hard to tell it. She’s very articulate.
But she wunderstands—and she likes
Medicare+Choice, but she sees that
Medicare+Choice is slowly getting starved in
the budgets of the Federal Government. The
plan also doesn’t have a drug coverage. They
spend about $1,000 each month on a variety
of medicines. They need a modern Medicare
system so they can live out the rest of their
years in comfort.

Lois Splain is here with us. She likes Medi-
care. She likes being able to choose her doc-
tor without a referral. But she needs cov-
erage for prescription drugs. Hilda Gandara
is here from—Cuban American is with us.
And she is—lives in West Hartford. Unfortu-
nately, she lost her husband recently. She’s
on her own, like a lot of seniors are. Her
costs are—drug costs are about $700 a year.
She’s worried about whether or not she can
afford prescription drugs.

There’s story after story after story all
across America about people wondering
whether or not they can afford lifesaving
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drugs in their later years. And the Congress
must act. That’s what the Congress must do.
The Congress must understand we’ve got a
problem with Medicare. They should not po-
liticize the issue. They ought to focus on
what’s best for our fellow Americans and get
a package done. And the House needs to get
it done, and the Senate needs to get it done
prior to the Fourth of July break.

One of the important parts of a good
health care system is the relationship be-
tween patient and doctor. And any good
health care policy must recognize that rela-
tionship. But we’ve got a problem in America
that is affecting the relationship between pa-
tient and doctor, and that is we got a medical
liability system that is out of control. If we
want affordable health care and available
health care, we got to make sure that junk
lawsuits don’t run docs out of business and
run the cost of medicine up so high that peo-
ple can’t afford medicine.

And it’s an issue—it’s a real issue all across
America. And if people in America don’t
think their bills are being affected by these
frivolous lawsuits, then they don’t really un-
derstand the system, in my judgment. The
cost drivers are high. Not only are docs hav-
ing to pay higher and higher premiums—I
suspect we'd find some pretty good testi-
mony right here. I heard it yesterday from
a baby doc in Chicago whose premiums, an-
nual premiums are $170,000 a year. He an-
ticipates they’ll go up 40 percent next year,
and he’s never been sued.

The other cost driver is preventative medi-
cine. If there’s a—if people are filing lawsuits
right and left in our society, which they are,
it’s natural that a doctor or a hospital will
want to practice more medicine than is nec-
essary to be able to defend themselves in case
they end up in a court of law. And that’s
expensive.

This is a Federal issue, in my judgment,
because of the costs of litigation—how it af-
fects the Federal budget. It affects the cost
of Medicare. Lawsuits affect the cost of Med-
icaid. It affects the cost of veterans’ health
care. It is a national issue that requires a na-
tional solution. And that national solution
says people ought to have their day in court.
But junk lawsuits make it harder for some-
body who’s actually been hurt to have their
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day in court. It also recognizes bad doctors
need to be punished, something good doctors
fully subscribe to. It recognizes that people
ought to be able to recover their economic
damages, but there needs to be a hard cap
of $250,000 on non-economic damages. And
we need to make sure that we have a reason-
able cap on punitive damages.

This is a necessary part of health care re-
form. It is necessary to keep docs in business.
It is necessary to keep consumers in a posi-
tion where they can have affordable and
available health care. The House has passed
the bill. The Senate needs to pass the bill.
And if you're interested in medical liability
reform, you ought to contact the United
States Senators from the State in which you
live and let them know your opinion.

I believe we can get things done in Wash-
ington, DC, if we remember whose time
we're on. We're on the people’s time in the
Nation’s Capital. We spend—we’re there to
get the job done. By working together, we
can make sure this country is more secure
and, I believe, the world more peaceful. And
by working together, we can make sure that
our folks have got economic security and, as
importantly, health security.

I want to thank you for giving me the
chance to come today to talk about an excit-
ing opportunity for those of us who are hon-
ored to serve the American people—the op-
portunity to bring Medicare into the 21Ist
century, so we can look our seniors in the
eye and say we were called to solve a prob-
lem, and by working together, we were able
to solve that problem, not only for this gen-
eration but for future generations to come.

Thanks for your time. May God bless you.
May God continue to bless America.

NotTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. in the
cafeteria at New Britain General Hospital. In his
remarks, he referred to Representative Nancy L.
Johnson of Connecticut.

Statement on the Death of
David Brinkley
June 12, 2003

David Brinkley was a pioneer of broadcast
journalism. He was respected for his integ-
rity, admired for his candor and wit, and dis-
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tinguished by an exceptional career that
spanned more than a half century. Laura
joins me in offering our heartfelt condo-
lences to Susan and the entire Brinkley fam-

ily.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Administration of the Coastal Zone
Management Act

June 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the Biennial Re-
port to Congress on the Administration of
the Coastal Zone Management Act by the
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Man-
agement, National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for
fiscal years 2000 and 2001. This report is sub-
mitted as required by section 316 of the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1451, et seq.).

The report provides an overview of the
Coastal Zone Management Act and describes
progress in addressing the major goals of the
Act; partnerships to enhance coastal and
ocean management; and research, education,
and technical assistance.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 12, 2003.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Federal
Drug and Substance Abuse Programs

June 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 2202 of Public
Law 107-273, I hereby transmit a report pre-
pared by my Administration detailing the
findings of a comprehensive review of all
Federal drug and substance abuse treatment,
prevention, education, and research pro-
grams. The report also presents an inventory
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of all such programs, indicating the legal au-
thority for each program and the amount of
funding in the last 2 fiscal years.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 12, 2003.

Proclamation 7685—National
Homeownership Month, 2003

June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Homeownership is more than just a sym-
bol of the American Dream; it is an impor-
tant part of our way of life. Core American
values of individuality, thrift, responsibility,
and self-reliance are embodied in home-
ownership. I am committed to helping more
families know the security and sense of pride
that comes with owning a home.

The Department of Housing and Urban
Development is leading an Administration-
wide effort to bring new tools and resources
to would-be homeowners. We are providing
financial assistance to qualified families
through the American Dream Downpayment
Fund, funding educational programs that
stress financial literacy, and offering a com-
passionate hand to those who dream of mov-
ing from subsidized housing into home-
ownership. And through the Self-Help
H()meownership Opportunity Program, my
Administration partners with nonprofit orga-
nizations that offer homeownership oppor-
tunities to families willing to contribute their
skills and labor to help build a home of their
own. We are also proposing ways to make
it easier to shop for a mortgage and to make
mortgages available to more families through
the Federal Housing Administration.

Today, the United States is fortunate in
that our homeownership rate is at an all-time
high, and low interest rates continue to en-
courage millions of Americans to become
first-time homeowners. Although a record
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number of Americans own their own homes,
we continue to see a gap between the home-
ownership rates of minorities and nonminori-
ties. By a significant margin, minority fami-
lies are less likely to own their own homes.
Therefore, I have called upon the entire
housing industry to join with my Administra-
tion to expand minority homeownership
across the Nation. Our goal is to help at least
5.5 million minority families become home-
owners by the end of this decade, and our
Blueprint for the American Dream Partner-
ship is taking bold steps to make this a reality.

Across our Nation, every citizen, regard-
less of race, creed, color, or place of birth,
should have the opportunity to become a
homeowner. Homeownership represents a
pathway to pride and prosperity for many
families, encourages values of responsibility
and sacrifice, creates stability for neighbor-
hoods and communities, and generates eco-
nomic growth that helps strengthen the en-
tire Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2003 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of offering
every American the opportunity to realize
their dream of homeownership and to help
work towards making that dream a reality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 18.
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Proclamation 7686—Father’s Day,
2003

June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Fatherhood is one of life’s most chal-
lenging yet fulfilling endeavors. On Father’s
Day, we honor America’s fathers and express
our appreciation for all they do to help build
a strong foundation for our children and our
Nation. We also reaffirm our commitment
to supporting fathers and encouraging re-
sponsible fatherhood in our society.

Fathers have indispensable roles to play
in the lives of their children: provider, pro-
tector, nurturer, teacher, and friend. Every
caring father unconditionally loves his sons
and daughters and strives for the best for his
children in the future. In seeking to give their
children the opportunity to succeed, fathers
offer needed strength, guidance, and dis-
cipline.

Fathers teach their children many basic
things in life: how to read a book, throw a
ball, tie a necktie, ride a bike, or drive a car.
More importantly, they also help instill time-
honored values in their children, such as hard
work, respect, honesty, and good citizenship.
Through their words, actions, and sacrifices,
fathers play an important role in shaping the
characters of their sons and daughters.

The time and attention that a father gives
to a child is irreplaceable—there is no sub-
stitute for the involvement and commitment
of a responsible father. Not only are fathers
essential to the healthy development of chil-
dren, they also influence the strength of fam-
ilies and the stability of communities.

For this reason, our Government is work-
ing to help fathers succeed in this chal-
lenging, but life-affirming, role. Over the last
2 years, my Administration has taken impor-
tant steps to promote responsible fatherhood
and encourage community-based initiatives
that help them fulfill their important roles.
We are working to provide funds for healthy
marriage and parenting education and for
community mentoring programs to help fa-
thers become more engaged and involved in
their children’s lives.
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This Father’s Day, we recognize the many
fathers who are heroes and role models for
their children, and we encourage more men
to fulfill this responsibility by loving their
sons and daughters with all their heart and
demonstrating this love daily. By working to-
gether to encourage America’s fathers, we
can strengthen our society and help ensure
the well-being of all our children.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June
15, 2003, as Father’s Day. I encourage all
Americans to express love, admiration, and
thanks to their fathers for their contributions
to our lives and to society. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the Government to display
the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on this day. I also call upon
State and local governments and citizens to
observe this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 18.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act

June 13, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
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of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104-45) (the “Act”), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Iraq

June 13, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the Authorization for Use
of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of
2002 (Public Law 107-243), the Authoriza-
tion for the Use of Force Against Iraq Reso-
lution (Public Law 102-1), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, I am pro-
viding a report prepared by my Administra-
tion. This report includes matters relating to
post-liberation Iraq under section 7 of the
Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-
338).

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this letter.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 7

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing at Camp David, MD.

June 8

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

June 9

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Jose
Maria Aznar of Spain to discuss the situation
in Iraq, President Bush’s recent trip to Eu-
rope and the Middle East, peace efforts in
the Middle East, Iran’s nuclear program, and
Europe-U.S. relations. Later, he had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Republican congressional leaders to discuss
pending appropriations bills.

During the day, the President dropped by
a meeting between National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice and Deputy Prime Min-
ister Lal Krishna Advani of India.

The White House announced that the
President will host the annual U.S.-European
Union Summit in Washington, DC, on June
25.

June 10

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval
Office, he met with Prime Minister Thaksin
Chinnawat of Thailand to discuss the war on
terror, trade, and the upcoming Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation meeting in Bangkok.

In the afternoon, the President and Presi-
dent Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda at-
tended a performance of the Watoto Chil-
dren’s Choir of Uganda in the Rose Garden.
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Later in the afternoon, the President met
with Republican Members of Congress to
discuss appropriations bills. Later, he met
with Republican congressional leaders to dis-
cuss the congressional agenda.

The President announced his intention to
designate Richard N. Haass as Special Envoy
of the President and the Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland.

June 11

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Chicago, Illinois, where he participated in
a roundtable discussion on Medicare reform
with doctors and senior citizens at the Chi-
cago Hilton.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush hosted a dinner at the White House
following Mrs. Bush’s participation in the
opening of the Anne Frank exhibit at the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ann C. Rosenthal to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the National In-
stitute of Building Sciences.

The President announced his intention to
designate Christopher A. Wray as Acting As-
sistant Attorney General, Criminal Division
at the Department of Justice.

June 12

In the morning, the President had a brief
meeting with Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn of Thailand. Later, he trav-
eled to New Britain, CT, where he partici-
pated in a roundtable discussion on Medicare
reform with senior citizens at New Britain
General Hospital.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to the Bush family home on
Walker’s Point in Kennebunkport, ME, for
a weekend visit with his parents and family
members.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Thailand for a state
visit and to attend the Asian Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Leaders’ Meeting in
Bangkok, and that he will also travel to the
Philippines, on October 20-21.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Young to be a member
of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Re-
view Comumission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Pamela Jones Harbour to be a
Commissioner of the the Federal Trade
Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas J. Curry to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
designate Stephen E. Benson as Acting As-
sistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Human
Resources and Administration).

June 13

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Brig. Gen. David Franklin Wherley,
Jr., as commanding general of the Militia of
the District of Columbia.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Col. Errol Ricardo Schwartz as adju-
tant general of the Militia of the District of
Columbia.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 9

Phillip S. Figa,

of Colorado, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of Colorado, vice Richard P.
Matsch, retiring.

Jack Landman Goldsmith III,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Jay S. Bybee, resigned.
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Robert Clive Jones,

of Nevada, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Nevada, vice David W. Hagen,
retiring.

Christopher A. Wray,
of Georgia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Michael Chertoff.

Submitted June 12

Mark C. Brickell,

of New York, to be Director of the Office
of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight,
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for a term of 5 years, vice Armando
Falcon, Jr., resigned.

Thomas J. Curry,

of Massachusetts, to be a member of the
Board of Directors of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation for a term of 6 years,
vice Joseph H. Neely, resigned.

Pamela Harbour,

of New York, to be a Federal Trade Commis-
sioner for the term of 7 years from Sep-
tember 26, 2002, vice Sheila Foster Anthony,
term expired.

Ann C. Rosenthal,

of Towa, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Build-
ing Sciences for a term expiring September
7, 2003, vice Steve M. Hayes, term expired.

Ann C. Rosenthal,

of Towa, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Build-
ing Sciences for a term expiring September
7, 2006 (reappointment).

Michael Young,

of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the Fed-
eral Mine Safety and Health Review Com-
mission for a term of 6 years expiring August
30, 2008, vice Theodore Francis Verheggen,
resigned.

Withdrawn June 12

Paul Pate,

of Towa, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Build-
ing Sciences for a term expiring September
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7, 2003, vice H. Terry Rasco, term expired,
and for a term expiring September 7, 2006
(reappointment), which were sent to the Sen-
ate on April 7, 2003.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming U.S.-EU Summit

Released June 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the des-
ignation of Special Envoy of the President
and Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

Released June 11

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released June 12

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Unsuc-
cessful Coup in Mauritania

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s visit to Southeast Asia for the
APEC Leaders” Meeting on October 20-21

Released June 13

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of remarks by National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice at the Town Hall
Los Angeles Breakfast on June 12

Fact sheet: U.S. Soccer Community Answer-
ing Call To Aid Children in Iraq



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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