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required to sustain growth, ensure security, 
and protect the environment. 

In this context we see the potential of the 
hydrogen economy in establishing a secure 
energy supply through clean and environ-
mentally sound systems. We will seek to 
build on complementarities in our research 
efforts in exploring actively all technology op-
tions, including a major focus on renewable 
energy sources, for boosting the develop-
ment of hydrogen energy. 

We agree to: 
• further the goals of sustained economic 

growth; 
• strengthen our cooperation to work for 

universally compatible codes, standards, 
and regulations; 

• strengthen our cooperation on research 
and development; and 

• work together to foster public-private 
collaboration. 

This effort will enable us to leverage re-
sources; bring to bear the expertise of the 
public and private sector to solve the com-
plex challenges surrounding the hydrogen 
economy; establish sound, universally com-
patible codes, standards, and regulations for 
hydrogen fuel utilization; and provide a 
strong and broad foundation for the Inter-
national Partnership for the Hydrogen Econ-
omy and other partnerships in support of the 
hydrogen economy. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and European Council 
President Konstandinos Simitis and 
European Commission President 
Romano Prodi on the Proliferation of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 

June 25, 2003 

Proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) and their delivery systems con-
stitutes a major threat to international peace 
and security. The threat is compounded by 
the interest of terrorists in acquiring WMD. 
This would undermine the foundations of 
international order. We pledge to use all 

means available to avert WMD proliferation 
and the calamities that would follow. 

• We will work together to strengthen the 
international system of treaties and re-
gimes against the spread of WMD. This 
implies the development of new re-
gimes, as appropriate, and reinforce-
ment of existing regimes. We will pur-
sue the goal of universal membership 
of relevant multilateral treaties and 
agreements. 

• We will seek to ensure strict implemen-
tation and compliance. We are willing 
to work with all those who respect inter-
national nonproliferation norms; we are 
committed to dealing effectively with 
those who ignore them or cheat. 

• We will support, when necessary, non- 
routine inspections. 

• We recognize that, if necessary, other 
measures in accordance with inter-
national law may be needed to combat 
proliferation. 

• We will work together to deploy our 
combined political and diplomatic influ-
ence most effectively in support of our 
nonproliferation objectives. 

• We will work together to develop fur-
ther a common assessment of global 
proliferation threats. 

We welcome the statement on non-
proliferation by European Union Heads of 
State and Government at Thessaloniki and 
the G8 Declaration of the Non-Proliferation 
of Weapons of Mass Destruction. We reaf-
firm our joint commitment to relevant trea-
ties and agreements, in particular the Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Treaty. We will work 
together in all areas to stop and reverse pro-
liferation. 

In particular: 
• We will explore ways to make the Inter-

national Atomic Energy Agency’s 
(IAEA) Safeguards Agreements and Ad-
ditional Protocols a standard for nuclear 
cooperation and nonproliferation. We 
urge all States with nuclear facilities or 
activities to ratify and implement these 
Agreements and Protocols without 
delay. Furthermore, on an urgent and 
exceptional basis, taking account of the 
increase in the Agency’s workload in 
this area, we will support an adequate 
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increase in the IAEA safeguards budget 
to ensure the credibility of the IAEA’s 
verification system. 

• We will strengthen both export controls 
on materials and technologies related to 
WMD and their delivery systems as well 
as their enforcement and implementa-
tion. We believe that national controls 
should include criminal penalties for the 
illegal export, transshipment or 
brokering of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, missile delivery systems, and mate-
rials or technology for use in WMD or 
missile programs. We will work together 
with like-minded partners to tighten ex-
port controls, where necessary pro-
viding assistance to create and improve 
effective, enforceable national export 
control systems. We agree to introduce 
catch-all provisions, where appropriate. 
We will share information so as to iden-
tify new patterns of procurement by 
State and non-State actors. We will seek 
new methods to stop the proliferation 
trade to and from countries and entities 
of proliferation concern. 

• We will work together in the framework 
of the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention (BTWC) to strengthen na-
tional control over pathogenic micro-or-
ganisms and toxins and, in the frame-
work of the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention (CWC), to foster the elimi-
nation of all chemical weapons. 

• We will strengthen identification, con-
trol and interdiction of illegal ship-
ments, including national criminal sanc-
tions against those who contribute to il-
licit procurement efforts. 

• We emphasize the importance of coop-
erative threat reduction programs with 
third countries. 

We will cooperate actively to address spe-
cific proliferation challenges. In particular: 

• We condemn North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program and its failure to com-
ply with the IAEA safeguards agree-
ment, which undermine the non-

proliferation regime. We call on North 
Korea to refrain from any action that 
would further aggravate the problem. 
We strongly urge North Korea to visi-
bly, verifiably, and irreversibly dis-
mantle that program and to come into 
full compliance with international non-
proliferation obligations, as a funda-
mental step to facilitate a comprehen-
sive and peaceful solution. 

• We express our continuing serious con-
cern at Iran’s nuclear program, in par-
ticular as regards the pursuit of a full 
nuclear fuel cycle, as announced by 
President Khatami. We are troubled by 
the information in the IAEA’s report 
detailing Iran’s failures to meet its safe-
guards obligations, and we fully support 
ongoing investigation by the IAEA to 
answer the unresolved questions and 
concerns identified in that report. Iran 
must cooperate fully with the IAEA, 
remedy all failures and answer all ques-
tions. It must also sign and implement 
an Additional Protocol, without delay or 
conditions, as a significant first step to-
wards addressing those concerns. 

• We remain concerned at the pursuit of 
nuclear, biological and chemical weap-
ons, and missiles for their delivery by 
a number of other States. We will con-
tinue to monitor these closely and to ex-
change information, including with 
other concerned States. 

Proliferation is a threat not only to our se-
curity, but also to the wider international sys-
tem. We call for a halt to proliferation activi-
ties in a way that is demonstrable and 
verifiable. Nonproliferation is a global chal-
lenge which requires a multifaceted solution. 
We need to tackle it individually and collec-
tively—working together and with other 
partners, including through relevant inter-
national institutions, in particular those of the 
United Nations system. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 
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Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and European Council 
President Konstandinos Simitis and 
European Commission President 
Romano Prodi on Transatlantic 
Aviation Negotiations 

June 25, 2003 

We are pleased to announce our agree-
ment to begin comprehensive air service ne-
gotiations between the United States and the 
European Union in early autumn, following 
the early June decision of the Council of the 
European Union to approve a negotiating 
mandate for the Commission. This is an his-
toric opportunity to build upon the frame-
work of existing agreements with the goal of 
opening access to markets and maximizing 
benefits for consumers, airlines, and commu-
nities on both sides of the Atlantic. The 
United States and the European Union will 
work together in a spirit of cooperation to 
develop a mutually beneficial approach to 
this crucial economic sector in a globalized 
economy. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Statement on Congressional Passage 
of the Keeping Children and 
Families Safe Act of 2003 

June 25, 2003 

I commend Congress for passing the 
Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 
2003 and am pleased to sign it into law. 

The act will allow us to strengthen State 
and community-based programs that prevent 
child abuse and family violence and treat vic-
tims. In addition, the legislation will help us 
keep children safe by requiring criminal 
background checks for foster and adoptive 
parents. It also provides additional resources 
to increase the number of older children 
placed in adoptive families. 

NOTE: S. 342, approved June 25, was assigned 
Public Law No. 108–36. 

Remarks to the Corporate Council 
on Africa’s United States-Africa 
Business Summit 
June 26, 2003 

Please be seated. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. It is my honor to be here with the 
entrepreneurs and scholars who are com-
mitted to building a hopeful future for Africa. 
I’m honored to be with so many distin-
guished African leaders who know that mar-
ket reforms and open trade can lift every na-
tion on every continent. 

All of us here today share some basic be-
liefs. We believe that growth and prosperity 
in Africa will contribute to the growth and 
prosperity of the world. We believe that 
human suffering in Africa creates moral re-
sponsibilities for people everywhere. We be-
lieve that this can be a decade of unprece-
dented advancement for freedom and hope 
and healing and peace across the African 
Continent. That’s what we believe. 

In 11 days, I leave for Africa, and I will 
carry this message: The United States be-
lieves in the great potential of Africa. We also 
understand the problems of Africa, and this 
Nation is fully engaged in a broad, concerted 
effort to help Africans find peace, to fight 
disease, to build prosperity, and to improve 
their own lives. 

I want to thank Stephen for his invitation. 
And I want to thank those involved with the 
Corporate Council on Africa. I appreciate so 
very much Frank Fountain, the chairman; 
Anita Henri, the vice president. I want to 
thank all the board members who are here. 
I want to thank you and your—if you’re not 
a CEO, thank your CEOs of the companies 
you represent for not only serving our Nation 
by helping to create jobs but serving our Na-
tion by helping creating more compassionate 
and hopeful countries in the continent of Af-
rica. 

I want to thank very much Ambassador 
Robert Perry, who is a special adviser to the 
President on these matters. I want to thank 
the senior African government officials here, 
but I particularly want to welcome the Afri-
can heads of state and the heads of govern-
ment who are with us today. It was my honor 
to have the traditional photo op. But besides 
smiling for the cameras, I was smiling to see 


