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freedom of every nation. Because we are
committed to the God-given worth of every
life, we work for human dignity. We protect
our friends, and we raise up former enemies
to be our friends.

We bring food and disaster relief to the
nations of the world in times of crisis. And
in Africa, where I'll go next week, the United
States is leading the effort to fight AIDS and
save millions of lives with the healing power
of medicine.

Just as our enemies are coming to know
the strong will of America, people across the
Earth are seeing the good and generous heart
of America. Americans are a generous people
because we realize how much we have been
given. On the Fourth of July, we can be
grateful for the unity of our country in meet-
ing great challenges, for the renewal of patri-
otism that adversity has brought, and for the
valor we have seen in those who defend the
United States.

In recent events, we have learned the
names of some exceptional young men and
women who have shown the strength and
character of America. At a hospital in Wash-
ington, I met Master Gunnery Sergeant Gua-
dalupe Denogean, an immigrant from Mex-
ico who has served in the Marine Corps for
25 years. In March, he was wounded in com-
bat in Basra and sent back to America for
treatment. When | asked if he had any re-
quests, the Master Gunnery Sergeant had
just two. He wanted a promotion for the
colonel who rescued him, and he wanted to
be an American citizen.

I was there the day that Guadalupe
Denogean took the oath of citizenship. From
the hospital where he was recovering, this
son of Mexico raised his right hand and
pledged to support and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America. He had
kept that oath for decades before he took
it. I'm proud to call him a fellow American.

To be an American, whether by birth or
choice, is a high privilege. As citizens of this
good Nation, we can all be proud of our her-
itage and confident in our future. The ideals
of July 4th, 1776, still speak to all humanity.
And the Revolution declared that day goes
on. On July the 4th, 2003, we still placed
our trust in divine providence. We still
pledge our lives and honor to freedom’s de-
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fense. And we will always believe that free-
dom is the hope and the future of every land.

May God continue to bless the United
States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. outside
the U.S. Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Bob Taft of Ohio and his wife, Hope; Mayor
Rhine McLin of Dayton; Gen. Les Lyles, USAF,
commander, Air Force Materiel Command; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Good morning. Every Fourth of July, we
take special pride in the first generation of
Americans, the men and women who waged
a desperate fight to overcome tyranny and
live in freedom. Centuries later, it is hard
to imagine the Revolutionary War coming
out any other way. Yet victory was far from
certain and came at great cost.

Six years passed from the fighting at Con-
cord Bridge to the victory at Yorktown, 6
years of struggle and hardship for American
patriots. By their courage and perseverance,
the Colonies became a country. That land
of 13 States and fewer than 4 million people
grew and prospered. And today, all who live
in tyranny and all who yearn for freedom
place their hopes in the United States of
America.

For more than two centuries, Americans
have been called to serve and sacrifice for
the ideals of our founding, and the men and
women of our military have never failed us.
They have left many monuments along the
way, an undivided Union, a liberated Europe,
the rise of democracy in Asia, and the fall
of an evil empire. Millions across the world
are free today because of the unselfish cour-
age of America’s veterans.

The current generation of our military is
meeting the threats of a new era and fighting
new battles in the war on terror. People in
every branch of the service and thousands
of Guard and Reserve members called to ac-
tive duty have carried out their missions with
all the skill and honor we expect of them.
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This Nation is grateful to our men and
women in uniform.

On this Fourth of July weekend, we also
remember the brave Americans we've lost in
Afghanistan and Irag. We honor each one
for their courage and sacrifice. We think of
the families who miss them so much. And
we are thankful that this Nation produces
such fine men and women who are willing
to defend us all.

At this hour, many are still serving, sacri-
ficing, and facing danger in distant places.
Many military families are still separated.
Our people in uniform do not have easy duty,
and much depends on their success. Without
America’s active involvement in the world,
the ambitions of tyrants would go unopposed,
and millions would live at the mercy of ter-
rorists. With America’s active involvement in
the world, tyrants have learned to fear, and
terrorists are on the run.

This Nation is acting to defend our secu-
rity, yet our mission in the world is broader.
The Declaration of Independence holds a
promise for all mankind. Because Americans
believe that freedom is an unalienable right,
we value the freedom of every nation. Be-
cause we are committed to the God-given
worth of every life, we work for human dig-
nity in every land. We protect our friends
and raise up former enemies to be our
friends. We bring food and disaster relief to
the nations of the world in times of crisis.
And in Africa, where | will go next week,
the United States of America is leading the
effort to fight AIDS and save millions of lives
with the healing power of medicine. Just as
our enemies are going to know the strong
will of America, people across this Earth are
seeing the good and generous heart of Amer-
ica.

As citizens of this good Nation, we can be
proud of our heritage and confident in our
future. The ideals of July 4th, 1776, still
speak to all humanity, and the Revolution de-
clared that day goes on. As we celebrate our
independence in 2003, we still place our trust
in divine providence. We still pledge our lives
and honor to freedom’s defense. And we will
always believe that freedom is the hope and
the future of every land.

May God continue to bless the United
States of America. Thank you for listening.
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NoTe: The address was recorded at 11:01 a.m.
on July 3 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 5. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 4 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please.
Windy, thank you very much. I'm proud of
you. I'm proud of your dedication. It is a
great country where Windy can come from
a Head Start program and is now a leader
in the movement to make sure Head Start
fulfills the promise of the program.

First, 1 want to thank the good folks here
at Highland Park Elementary School for let-
ting me come by and see a program which
works. | don’t know if the people in the State
of Maryland know this—I know the Gov-
ernor does—that the teachers here and the
program here uses a strategy, what they call
a Center for Improving Readiness for Chil-
dren, Learning, and Education,
C.LLR.C.L.E., which is a model program. It's
a program that incorporates profound and
simple reading lessons necessary to lay the
foundation for future readers. And it’s a pro-
gram that’s working. There is a strong em-
phasis on learning. There is obviously the
continued Head Start focus on good nutrition
and health care. This program also works well
because the parents are involved.

So, I've really come to say a couple of
things. One, | want to thank the good folks
at this learning institution for your focus and
dedication. | also want to say that this is pos-
sible, this program is possible, to be spread
around the country. I mean, this is what we
need to do. That's what we're here to talk
about. We're really here to talk about how
to make sure Head Start works.

I'll never forget the lady in Houston,
Texas, who stood up at one time and she
said, “Reading is the new civil right.” Her
point was, is that if you can't read, it is hard
to access the greatness of America. And if



