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U.N. blue helmets will be set up to stabilize 
the situation, along the lines that we’ve done 
in Sierra Leone, and once the situation is 
calmer and stabilized, the U.S. would leave 
and the U.N. peacekeepers would carry on 
the operation. 

The President. Yes, Dana [Dana Bash, 
CNN], one last question. 

State of the Union Address 

Q. Mr. President, back on the question of 
Iraq and that specific line that has been in 
question—— 

The President. Can you cite the line? 
[Laughter] 

Q. Really? I could, if you gave me time. 
The President. When I gave the speech, 

the line was relevant. 
Q. So even though there has been some 

question about the intelligence—the intel-
ligence community knowing beforehand that 
perhaps it wasn’t, you still believe that when 
you gave it—— 

The President. Well, the speech that I 
gave was cleared by the CIA. And look, I 
mean, the thing that’s important to realize 
is that we’re constantly gathering data. Sub-
sequent to the speech, the CIA had some 
doubts. But when I gave the—when they 
talked about the speech and when they 
looked at the speech, it was cleared. Other-
wise, I wouldn’t have put it in the speech. 
I’m not interested in talking about intel-
ligence unless it’s cleared by the CIA. And 
as Director Tenet said, it was cleared by the 
CIA. 

The larger point is, and the fundamental 
question is, did Saddam Hussein have a 
weapons program? And the answer is: Abso-
lutely. And we gave him a chance to allow 
the inspectors in, and he wouldn’t let them 
in. And therefore, after a reasonable request, 
we decided to remove him from power, along 
with other nations, so as to make sure he 
was not a threat to the United States and 
our friends and allies in the region. I firmly 
believe the decisions we made will make 
America more secure and the world more 
peaceful. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 

he referred to President Charles Taylor of Liberia; 
L. Paul Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and 
President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria. Sec-
retary-General Annan referred to Sergio Vieira de 
Mello, U.N. Special Representative for Iraq; and 
Ambassador Jacques Klein, U.N. Special Rep-
resentative for Liberia. 

Statement on the Establishment of 
the Iraqi Governing Council 

July 14, 2003 

The establishment of the Iraqi Governing 
Council is an important step forward in the 
ongoing transition from ruthless dictatorship 
to a free and democratic Iraq with Iraqis de-
termining their own future. We look forward 
to working with the Council as it moves to-
ward a democratic and prosperous Iraq, at 
peace with its neighbors. 

Statement on Signing Legislation To 
Provide Bill Emerson and Mickey 
Leland Hunger Fellowships 

July 14, 2003 

Today I am signing into law H.R. 2474, 
which would permit the Congressional Hun-
ger Center to spend up to $3 million in funds 
appropriated for each of fiscal years 2003 and 
2004 to provide Bill Emerson and Mickey 
Leland Hunger Fellowships. 

Upon signing the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 on May 13, 2002, 
I stated that the method of appointing mem-
bers to the Board of Trustees for the Hunger 
Fellowship Program runs afoul of the Ap-
pointments Clause of the Constitution. The 
current legislation does not adequately ad-
dress this constitutional problem, in that it 
simply provides that the Hunger Fellowship 
Program will be administered for 2 years by 
a private, nonprofit corporation, the Con-
gressional Hunger Center. Again, I remain 
prepared to work with the Congress on legis-
lation that will provide a long-term solution 
for this constitutional infirmity. To avoid any 
constitutional concerns stemming from the 


