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trade and investment. Furthermore, Singa-
pore will provide U.S. investors with impor-
tant substantive protections that Singaporean 
investors already enjoy in the United States. 

Singapore and the United States have also 
agreed to cooperate on the environment and 
labor issues and to establish mechanisms to 
support those efforts. The FTA obligates 
each country to enforce its own labor and 
environmental laws and makes clear that do-
mestic labor or environmental protections 
may not be reduced in order to encourage 
trade or investment. The Agreement also 
preserves our right to pursue other legitimate 
domestic objectives, including the protection 
of health and safety, consumer interests, and 
national security. 

Trade and openness contribute to develop-
ment, the rule of law, economic growth, and 
international cooperation. Singapore is a 
close partner of the United States, and this 
Agreement will strengthen those ties. 

With the approval of this Agreement and 
passage of the implementing legislation by 
the Congress, we will advance U.S. eco-
nomic, security, and political interests, while 
encouraging others to work with us to expand 
free trade around the world. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 15, 2003. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Requests To Change Appropriations 
Law and a Budget Amendment for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
July 15, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests to change FY 2003 appro-
priations law and an FY 2004 budget amend-
ment for the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
none of which will affect budget levels. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 16. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
letter. 

Remarks to Urban Leaders 
July 16, 2003 

I thank you all for coming. I’m joined by 
some pretty distinguished company up here. 
I want to thank my friends the social entre-
preneurs of America—[laughter]—for stand-
ing up here today. I want to talk about a 
couple of subjects. 

First, I want to introduce Condoleezza 
Rice, my National Security Adviser, who, as 
I understand it, is going to stay afterwards 
and answer some questions about our trip, 
that I appreciate you doing. 

Let’s talk about the values that make our 
country unique and different. We love free-
dom here in America. We believe freedom 
is God’s gift to every single individual, and 
we believe in the worth of each individual. 
We believe in human dignity, and we believe 
where we find hopelessness and suffering, we 
shall not turn our back. That’s what we be-
lieve. 

And there are—in this land of plenty, 
there are people who hurt, people who won-
der whether or not the American experience, 
what they call the American Dream, is meant 
for them. And I believe the American Dream 
is meant for everybody. And when we find 
there’s doubt, we’ve got to bring light and 
hope, and so that’s what we’re here to talk 
about today. And the men up here represent 
a representative sample of what we call the 
faith community in America, people who first 
and foremost have been called because of 
a calling much higher than government. 

I say ‘‘social entrepreneurs’’ because, in 
many of our faith institutions, we find people 
who are willing to reach out in the neighbor-
hood in which they exist to help those who 
hurt and those who are in need. They’re will-
ing to take a new tack, a tack based upon 
faith, to heal hearts and provide hope and 
provide inspiration, so that the American 
Dream is available in every corner in Amer-
ica. And where we find those programs which 
are effective, society ought to support those 
programs. 


