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separate report, prepared by my Administra-
tion, indicating that I have received the as-
surances with respect to the emigration prac-
tices of Turkmenistan required by section 
402(c) (2)(B) of the Act. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
Extension of Normal Trade Relations 
Status for Certain Former Eastern 
Bloc States 
August 8, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I hereby submit an updated report to the 

Congress, prepared by my Administration, 
consistent with sections 402(b) and 409(b) of 
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 2432(b) and 2439(b)), concerning the 
emigration laws and policies of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Rus-
sian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. The report indi-
cates continued compliance of these coun-
tries with international standards concerning 
freedom of emigration, with the exception of 
Turkmenistan. In light of new developments, 
I am submitting a waiver for Turkmenistan. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
August 9, 2003

Good morning. Friday of this week was 
the 100th day since the end of major combat 
operations in Iraq. For America and our coa-
lition partners, these have been 100 days of 

steady progress and decisive action against 
the last holdouts of the former regime. And 
for the people of Iraq, this has been a period 
like none other in the country’s history, a 
time of change and rising hopes after decades 
of tyranny. 

Every day, we are working to make Iraq 
more secure. Coalition forces remain on the 
offensive against the Ba’ath Party loyalists 
and foreign terrorists who are trying to pre-
vent order and stability. More and more 
Iraqis are coming forward with specific infor-
mation as to the whereabouts of these violent 
thugs, enabling us to carry out raids to round 
them up and seize stockpiles of weapons. 

We are working with Iraqis to establish a 
new Iraqi army and a new civil defense corps. 
In the city of Baghdad, 6,000 Iraqi police 
are patrolling the streets and protecting citi-
zens. More than 20,000 more police are on 
duty in other towns and cities across Iraq. 

Every day, Iraq is making progress in re-
building its economy. In Baghdad, the banks 
have opened, and other banks will open 
across the country in the coming months. 
This fall, new banknotes will be issued, re-
placing the old ones bearing the former dic-
tator’s image. And Iraq’s energy industry is 
once again serving the interests of the Iraqi 
people. More than a million barrels of crude 
oil and over 2 million gallons of gasoline are 
being produced daily. 

Every day, Iraq draws closer to the free 
and functioning society its people were long 
denied. We’re recovering hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars from the old regime and are 
using those funds to pay civil servants. Teach-
ers, health care workers, police, and others 
performing essential services are also receiv-
ing salaries from our coalition. In fact, teach-
er pay is four times higher than under the 
old regime. 

Life is returning to normal for the Iraqi 
people. Hospitals and universities have 
opened, and in many places, water and other 
utility services are reaching pre-war levels. 
Across Iraq, nearly all schoolchildren have 
completed their exams. And for the first time 
in many years, a free press is at work in Iraq. 
Across that country today, more than 150 
newspapers are publishing regularly. 
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