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emergency. The executive branch shall con-
strue section 2(c) in a manner consistent with 
the President’s authority under the Rec-
ommendations Clause of the Constitution to 
submit for the consideration of the Congress 
such measures as the President shall judge 
necessary or expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
August 18, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 1412, approved August 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–76.

Memorandum on Resumption of U.S. 
Drug Interdiction Assistance to the 
Government of Colombia 
August 18, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–32

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Resumption of U.S. Drug 
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of 
Colombia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. section 2291–4), I here-
by certify, with respect to Colombia, that: (1) 
interdiction of aircraft reasonably suspected 
to be primarily engaged in illicit drug traf-
ficking in that country’s airspace is necessary 
because of the extraordinary threat posed by 
illicit drug trafficking to the national security 
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect 
against innocent loss of life in the air and 
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include 
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed 
against the aircraft. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this determination in the 
Federal Register and to notify the Congress 
of this determination. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 19, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on August 
25.

Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Crawford, Texas 

August 19, 2003

Proposed Energy Legislation/Power 
Blackout 

The President. Good morning, every-
body. How are you? Last night I talked to 
Pete Domenici and Billy Tauzin. Pete is the 
chairman of the Senate committee dealing 
with energy and Billy is the chairman of the 
House committee dealing with energy. Pete 
believes they can get the conference up and 
running in 20 days to deal with this very im-
portant energy bill. Both Members are very 
optimistic about reaching agreement, obvi-
ously, on infrastructure modernization but, 
as importantly, other issues related to energy. 

One thing is for certain. There is—very 
confident they’ll have mandatory reliability 
standards in the energy bill. What that means 
is that companies transmitting energy will 
have to have strong reliability measures in 
place; otherwise, there will be a consequence 
for them. There will be incentives in the new 
bill to encourage investment in energy infra-
structure. 

So I’m very pleased with the attitude of 
the two Members, their desire to get a bill 
done quickly and get it to my desk. I have 
been calling for an energy bill for a long time. 
And now is the time for the Congress to 
move and get something done. 

I also talked to Energy Secretary Abraham. 
Tomorrow the joint inquiry with the Cana-
dians will begin. I don’t know how long it’s 
going to take to find out what went wrong, 
but I know it’s not going to take long to get 
the meeting started to determine what went 
wrong. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions; then I’ve 
got to get moving. 
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