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The President’s Radio Address
August 30, 2003

Good morning. On this Labor Day week-
end, Americans pay tribute to the spirit of
hard work and enterprise that has always
made this Nation strong. Every day, our
workers go to factories and offices and farms
and produce the world’s finest goods and
services. Their creativity and energy are the
greatest advantage of the American economy.

Worker productivity accelerated last year
at the fastest rate in more than a half century.
This higher productivity means our workers
receive higher wages, our Nation’s exports
get a competitive boost in world markets, and
our economic recovery gains momentum at
a crucial time.

The Jobs and Growth Act I signed in May
ensures that workers enjoy more of the bene-
fits of their work through more take-home
pay. Tax relief was based on the conviction
that workers are entitled to keep more of
their hard-earned wages. That belief, after
all, is why America celebrates Labor Day and
not tax day.

For America’s families, tax relief has come
at just the right time. For a family of four
with a household income of $40,000, tax re-
lief passed over the last 2% years means they
get to keep nearly $2,000 more of their own
money.

Millions of families this past month re-
ceived checks for up to $400 per child be-
cause we increased the child tax credit. This
tax relief, more than $13 billion worth, means
that America’s workers can save, invest, and
make purchases they have been putting off.
Many moms and dads are using their extra
income to take care of back-to-school ex-
penses.

As consumer spending rises, manufactur-
ers are seeing more new orders for their
goods. Low interest rates mean businesses
have better balance sheets, and families have
saved billions of dollars by refinancing their
homes. These are the signs of a reviving
economy.

Now we must build on this progress and
make sure that the economy creates enough
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new jobs for American workers. Next week
I will travel to Ohio, Missouri, and Indiana
to talk about my agenda for job creation
across America.

As part of this agenda, our Nation needs
a comprehensive energy plan so that our
businesses and homes can rely on a steady
and affordable supply of energy. The recent
blackout in the Northeast shows how impor-
tant reliable energy is to the American econ-
omy and demonstrates the need to take ac-
tion on good energy policy. So when Mem-
bers of Congress return from the summer
recess, I will again ask them to pass a sound
energy bill as soon as possible.

America needs legal reform, because junk
lawsuits can destroy a business, and they’re
making health care coverage less affordable
for employers and workers. And Congress
must restrain Government spending so that
we can bring the deficit down by half within
the next 5 years.

We must negotiate trade agreements with
other nations. My administration will be vigi-
lant in making sure our agreements are fol-
lowed by all our trading partners. With free
trade and a level playing field, American
workers can successfully compete with any
workers in the world.

This long weekend is a well-deserved re-
ward for the millions of men and women who
make this economy go. I wish all Americans
a happy and restful Labor Day.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m. on
August 29 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 30. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 29 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Labor Day in
Richfield, Ohio

September 1, 2003

Thank you all. I don’t know about you, but
we needed a little rain in Crawford. [Laugh-
ter] Send it that way, if you don’t mind.
[Laughter] Thank you so much for coming
out on Labor Day. I appreciate so many folks
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enduring the rain to say hello to the Presi-
dent. T am thrilled you are here, and I'm
thrilled I'm here.

The working people of this country de-
serve a day off, and it looks like you're enjoy-
ing it. [Laughter] T want you to know that
I know the strength of the American econ-
omy comes from hard-working men and
women. This country prospers because of
people who give their best effort every day
to support their families, to go to work, to
make America a better place. One man who
traveled with me today, who understands
this, and who loves his country, is Mr. Frank
Hanley. I'm proud to be traveling with him,
and I know you're proud to have him as your
president.

You know, it’s interesting that it was union
leaders who first suggested a day to honor
America’s workers. And I'm glad we do. And
I'm proud to be here in Ohio with Ohio fami-
lies celebrating Labor Day. I'm grateful to
the Operating Engineers for hosting us
today. This union represents men and
women of great skill and great professional
pride.

I want you to think back to that fateful
day, September the 11th, and what happened
afterwards. It was then that the whole world
saw the skill and commitment and incredible
work of the Operating Engineers who
manned the heavy equipment to clear
Ground Zero. You overcame unimaginable
challenges; you removed the rubble in record
time. You are now working to make sure
America is prepared for any emergency, and
this Nation is grateful for your skill and your
sacrifice.

We're also grateful to some other hard-
working Americans who don’t have the day
off, the people of the United States military
who are winning the war against terror. The
war against terror goes on. It goes on because
we love freedom, and we’re not going to
change, and our enemies hate freedom. It
goes on because there are coldblooded killers
who have hijacked a religion. It goes on be-
cause we refuse to relent. And the best way
to protect our homeland, the best way to
make sure that we listen to the lessons of
September the 11th, 2001, the best way to
do our solemn duty to the American people
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is to chase the killers down, one by one, and
bring them to justice.

And so on this Labor Day, when many
have the day off, we thank our men and
women who wear our uniform. We thank
them and their families. We thank their sac-
rifice, and we want all to know, you make
our Nation proud.

I appreciate our Secretary of Labor, Elaine
Chao, for her hard work and her outreach
to labor leaders all across the country.

I want to thank Jim Gardner, the general
vice president and business manager of Local
18 for—he’s the host of this event. I want
to thank Jim for setting up this beautiful site
and for the weather. [Laughter]

I traveled today as well with Chuck Can-
terbury. He’s the president of the Fraternal
Order of Police. I appreciate you coming,
Chuck. I want to thank those who wear our
Nation’s uniform when it comes to providing
police protection and fire protection. We ap-
preciate your service.

I like to remind people that a culture of
responsibility is coming in America. One of
the reasons why is that we see every day peo-
ple who are willing to serve something great-
er than themself in life. Our children see he-
roes again, because they see police men and
women and firefighters and emergency
teams and military personnel who sacrifice
for something greater than themselves in life.
And for all the officers who are with us today,
I thank you for your line of service for Amer-
ica.

I want to thank Governor Bob Taft for
greeting me at the airport today. I appreciate
so very much two United States—the two
United States Senators from the State of
Ohio who are with me today, and I suspect
may be looking for a ride back to Wash-
ington—Ilaughter]—Senator George
Voinovich and Senator Mike DeWine. Steve
LaTourette and Ralph Regula, Members of
the House of Representatives, are with us
today as well, and I appreciate them coming.
I mentioned Governor Taft, and Jennette
Bradley, the Lieutenant Governor, is with us.
Jim Trakas is with us, who is the Ohio State
house majority leader. I want to thank all the
local officials for coming out to say hello.
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Today I want to talk about our economy.
I want people to understand that when some-
body wants to work and can’t find a job, it
says we've got a problem in America that
we're going to deal with. We want everybody
in this country working. We want people to
be able to realize their personal dreams by
finding a job. And we’ve got a lot of strengths
in this economy. One of the greatest
strengths, of course, is the workforce. We've
got the best workers in the world. We're the
most productive workers in the entire world.
Productivity is up. What productivity means
is that we’ve got a lot of hard work, and we're
using new technologies to make people more
effective when it comes to the job, and that’s
important.

You see, in 1979, it took more than 40
hours of labor to make a car, and now it takes
18 hours. We're productive. Our workers are
really productive in America. Higher produc-
tivity not only means we can produce better
products, but it means our people are better
off. The more productive you are, the better
off our workers are. You see, it’s better to
operate a backhoe than it is a shovel. That’s
what we mean by productivity. Higher pro-
ductivity means that workers earn more, and
it means it takes less time for workers to earn
the money to buy the things they need.

In 1908, the average factory worker had
to labor for more than 2 years to buy a Model
T—more than 2 years of work to buy a car.
Today, you can buy a family vehicle for about
7 months of salary. The higher the produc-
tivity rates, the better it is for American
workers. We're a productive nation because
of the good, hard-working Americans, and
that’s what we’re here to celebrate today.

You know, I also want you to focus on what
we have overcome. I mean, we're a strong
nation. We've got great foundations for
growth, and we’ve overcome a lot as a coun-
try over the last couple of years. In early
2000, the stock market started to decline.
That affects you. It affects your savings. It
affects your pension accounts. It was a fore-
runner of the recession that came. First quar-
ter of 2001, we were in recession, but we
acted to come out of that recession. We acted
with tax relief, and it created big noise and
big debate in Washington. But here’s what
I believe, and here’s what I know: When
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you've got more money in your pocket, it
means you're going to spend or save and in-
vest. And when you spend and save or invest,
somebody is going to produce a product for
you to be able to spend your money on.
When somebody produces a product, it’s
more likely somebody is going to be able to
find a job. Tax relief was needed to stem the
recession.

They tell me it was a shallow recession.
It was a shallow recession because of the tax
relief. Some say, “Well, maybe the recession
should have been deeper.” That bothers me
when people say that. You see, a deeper re-
cession would have meant more families
would have been out of work. I'm interested
in solving problems quickly. I want more
people working.

No, we did the right thing with tax relief,
and we were beginning to pull out when the
terrorists hit us. And they struck us hard.
Cost our American economy about $80 bil-
lion. The attack of September the 11th had
a high price tag to it. That’s the equivalent
of wiping out about one-fifth of Ohio’s econ-
omy. But we acted. Not only did we go on
the offensive with a mighty and skilled mili-
tary; we did some things to keep our people
back at work.

And one of the things that the Operating
Engineers know we did—and I want to thank
Frank for working with us—is that we fought
for terrorism reinsurance to make sure big
construction projects stayed on schedule. We
worked to preserve thousands of jobs for
America’s construction workers, because we
want people working in America. We want
people to put food on the table. We want
moms and dads to be able to do their duty
as a mom or a dad.

And so we began to recover from the ter-
rorist attacks, and then we found out some
of the citizens, some of the corporate CEOs,
forgot what it means to be a responsible
American. They forgot to do their duty. They
didn’t tell the truth to their shareholders and
their employees. So we acted. We passed two
new tough laws. And now the message is
clear: If you don't tell the truth, there is going
to be serious consequences. We expect the
best out of corporate America.

Yet the economy was still bumping along.
We hadn’t recovered from all the challenges,
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and so we passed tax relief again. I called
upon Congress to pass the jobs-and-growth
package, and we lowered taxes once again
to create jobs. When you reduce taxes, peo-
ple have more money. And I'm going to re-
mind you of what we did. If you're a mom
or a dad, we increased the child credit to
$1,000 per child, and we put the checks in
the mail, $400 additional per child for Amer-
ican families, so you get to decide to do
with—with the money. It’s your choice. You
see, after all, in Washington, we don’t spend
the Government’s money; we spend your
money.

We reduced the marriage penalty. What
kind of Tax Code is it that discourages mar-
riage? [Laughter] We want to encourage
marriage. We gave incentives to small busi-
nesses so that they can hire more people.
We reduced taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends to protect your savings accounts. We
want the pension plans strong. We want the
401(k)s doing well. We reduced all taxes. We
thought it was fairer not to try to pick and
choose winners. If you pay taxes, you deserve
relief. Three million people are now off the
tax rolls; 3.9 million households received tax
relief.

No, we’'re making a difference. And the
economy is beginning to grow, and that’s
what I'm interested in. I come with an opti-
mistic message. I believe there are better
days ahead for people who are working and
looking for work. Economic output is rising
faster than expected. Low interest rates mean
that families can save billions by refinancing
their homes. I bet some of you have refi-
nanced your homes, put a little extra money
into your pocket. Consumer spending is on
the rise. Companies are seeing more orders,
especially orders for heavy equipment.

No, things are getting better. But there
are some things we’ve got to do to make sure
the economy continues to grow. I want you
to understand that I understand that Ohio
manufacturers are hurting, that there’s a
problem with the manufacturing sector. And
I understand for a full recovery, to make sure
people can find work, that manufacturing
must do better. And we’ve lost thousands of
jobs in manufacturing, some of it because of
productivity gains—in other words, people
can have the same output with fewer peo-
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ple—but some of it because production
moved overseas.

So I told Secretary Don Evans of the Com-
merce Department, I want him to appoint
an Assistant Secretary to focus on the needs
of manufacturers, to make sure our manufac-
turing job base is strong and vibrant. In other
words, any part of a good recovery for the
State of Ohio and other manufacturing States
has got to be for the manufacturing sector
to come around. One way to make sure that
we—the manufacturing sector does well is
to send a message overseas, say, “Look, we
expect there to be a fair playing field when
it comes to trade.” See, we in America be-
lieve we can compete with anybody just so
long as the rules are fair, and we intend to
keep the rules fair.

We have a responsibility that when some-
body hurts, Government has got to move.
And that’s why we've signed extensions to
the unemployment insurance, so people can
get their feet back on the ground. Elaine’s
Department, the Department of Labor,
passes out emergency grants for people who
are hurting to cover health care costs and
child care costs and other critical needs. And
that’s a useful role for the Government.

I proposed to Congress a new idea to help
people get back to work, particularly those
that are—have the hardest time finding work.
We call them reemployment accounts. I pro-
posed spending $3.6 billion to help a million
Americans find work. We’d write—put some
money aside for somebody to use for daycare
or retraining, to be able to move. If they're
able to find a job in a prescribed period of
time, they’d be able to keep the difference
between what we gave them to begin with
and what was unspent, in other words, a re-
employment bonus. It’s a novel approach to
help a million Americans who are having a
tough time finding work to find work. Reem-
ployment accounts make sense. Congress
needs to act.

We've also got to make sure that our peo-
ple get the right skills. Listen, technology
changes. I understand that. You know that.
We want our people to be trained, to keep
up with new technology, just like they do
right here. I want to thank the Operating En-
gineers. I want to thank Frank for his leader-
ship. T want to thank the local leaders for
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their leadership and understanding that in
order for a man or woman to stay up, there
needs to be retraining opportunities. As our
economy changes, people need to be re-
trained. The Operating Engineers do a great
job right here of helping people. That’s all
the worker wants, is to be helped, be given
the skills necessary to realize his or her
dreams.

The high-growth job training initiative in
this administration is aiming just to do that.
It's a collaborative effort with community
colleges to help team up people with the jobs
that are needed, to make sure that the
changes in our economy don’t leave people
behind. And education can help a lot, and
we're going to continue to stay focused on
education in this administration. We not only
want our little ones to be able to read and
write and add and subtract; we want to make
sure the older ones have a chance to realize
the opportunities of tomorrow as well. And
we will.

And finally, T want to talk about another
issue right quick—or two other issues right
quick. One of them is, this country needs
an energy policy. If you rely upon a manufac-
turing base for job employment, you need
energy. We need a policy. I've been talking
about this for a couple of years. Congress
needs to get me an energy bill. You learned
firsthand what it means to have a—what it
means to modernize the electricity grid, if
you know what I mean. [Laughter] The grid
needs to be modernized.

First, we need to find out—and will find
out—what went wrong, why you had your
electricity shut down out here. But we ought
to use this as an opportunity to modernize
the system. They used to have—in the law
they had, you know, said these electricity
deliverers could have voluntary reliability
standards. We don’t need voluntary reliability
standards. We need mandatory reliability
standards. We want to make sure there’s in-
centives for people to put new poles in the
ground and invest.

The energy sector has been hamstrung by
old laws. We need new laws. And I've been
calling on Congress to do this. And when
they get back, they need to stop politicking
and get a good energy plan, so that we can
make sure the economy continues to grow.
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I'll tell you what else we need to do. We
need to use our technologies to be able to
explore for energy in environmentally friend-
ly ways. For the sake of national security, for
the sake of economic security, we need to
become less dependent on foreign sources
of energy.

A sound energy policy makes sense. And
so does good highway policy. We proposed
some increases over the last 6 years. These
highway bills come in 6-year increments. I
proposed $30 billion more spending on high-
ways over the next 6 than the last 6. We not
only want to make sure our people can find
jobs and work, like the people who are push-
ing these big equipment around, but we want
people driving on better roads. We want to
be able to deal with congestion so we can
get our people moving around.

There’s a lot we can do. We’ve done a lot
to lay the foundation for economic growth.
And there’s a lot we can do when Congress
gets back to make sure that this economic
recovery continues so people can find work.
On Labor Day, we're committed to helping
those who have got a job keep a job and com-
mitted to those who are looking for work to
find a job. That’s the commitment of this
Labor Day.

We're also committed to our freedom and
to peace, and we will stay on the offensive
to protect our freedom. And we will stay with
the notion that the more free societies are,
the more peaceful they become. See, we love
freedom and we love peace in America, and
we intend to make the world a more peaceful
place. This country will lead the world to
peace.

I really enjoy coming out and seeing peo-
ple bring their kids out. I want to thank you
for bringing them. It reminds me of one of
the things that’s happening in our country.
It’s a new spirit in America. There’s a cultural
change taking place, it seems like to me, and
that is, we're getting away from the era that
said, “If it feels good, just go ahead and do
it,” and “If you've got a problem, blame
somebody else,” to an era where in which
each of understands we're responsible for the
decisions we make in life.

If you're a mom or a dad, if you're lucky
enough to be a parent, you're responsible for
loving your child with all your heart and all
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your soul. That’s your job. If you're worried
about the quality of education in the neigh-
borhood in which you live, then you're re-
sponsible for doing something about it. As
I mentioned, if you happen to be a CEO
in corporate America, you're responsible for
telling the truth. You're responsible for treat-
ing your employees with respect. If you're
an American in the responsibility era, you're
responsible for loving a neighbor like you'd
like to be loved yourself.

I want to thank those of you who reach
out to somebody who hurts, somebody in
need. You see, the great strength of the coun-
try is not our military might or economic
prowess; the great strength of the country
is the heart and soul of the American people.
Millions of acts of kindness and decency go
on on a daily basis. Millions of acts of de-
cency and kindness help define the true
worth and the true strength of this great
American country.

And so on Labor Day, a day in which we
honor the worker, let us honor those who
work to make our society and country a more
compassionate place by helping a neighbor
in need, by doing your job as a citizen of
the country, by being a patriotic person,
which means more than just putting your
hand over your heart. It means serving your
country in ways large and small, all aimed
at lifting up this Nation, all aimed at keeping
us the greatest nation on the face of the
Earth.

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at the
Richfield Training Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Frank Hanley, general president, Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers; James H.
Gardner, business manager, International Union
of Operating Engineers Local 18; Chuck Canter-
bury, national president, Fraternal Order of Po-
lice; Gov. Bob Taft and Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley
of Ohio; and James Trakas, majority whip, Ohio
State house of representatives.
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Proclamation 7698—National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month, 2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States
ofq America

A Proclamation

Alcohol addiction and drug addiction con-
tinue to challenge our Nation. Addiction to
alcohol or drugs destroys family ties, friend-
ship, ambition, and moral conviction, and re-
duces the richness of life to a single destruc-
tive desire. During National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we seek to
remind all Americans, particularly those who
struggle with alcohol or drug addiction, that
recovery is possible. This year’s theme, “Join
the Voices of Recovery: Celebrating Health,”
salutes the thousands of Americans currently
striving to address their alcohol or drug ad-
diction, and the many professionals, volun-
teers, clergy, community groups, friends, and
family members who support others in over-
coming addiction.

For the addicted, the fight is an ongoing
struggle for their own lives. The process of
treatment and recovery is personal, and each
individual’s treatment needs are different.
And as a result, treatment programs must ad-
dress a wide range of physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual needs. When properly
tailored, alcohol and drug addiction treat-
ment can be very effective.

Last year, approximately 100,000 individ-
uals who sought treatment for alcohol and
drug addiction were unable to receive the
help they needed. To address this problem,
I have proposed a new initiative, Access to
Recovery, that will increase the availability
and effectiveness of treatment programs.
With $600 million, an additional 300,000
Americans will gain access to needed treat-
ment over the next 3 years.

Access to Recovery will build on existing
alcohol and drug treatment services by offer-
ing greater choices to those seeking treat-
ment. Our Nation is blessed with many re-
covery programs that do exceptional work,



