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the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a natice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, |
have sent to the Federal Register the en-
closed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks
on the United States of September 11, 2001,
is to continue in effect for an additional year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, | have
determined that it is necessary to continue
in effect after September 14, 2003, the na-
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist
threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 10, 2003.

Remarks on the Anniversary of
September 11

September 11, 2003

Today our Nation remembers—we re-
member a sad and terrible day, September
the 11th, 2001. We remember lives lost. We
remember the heroic deeds. We remember
the compassion and the decency of our fellow
citizens on that terrible day.

Also, today is a day of prayer. We pray
for the husbands and wives and moms and
dads and sons and daughters and loved ones
of those who still grieve and hurt. We pray
for strength and wisdom. We thank God for
the many blessings of this Nation, and we
ask His blessings on those who especially
hurt today.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. to jour-
nalists at St. John’s Episcopal Church. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.
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September 11, 2003

The President. This morning, we had a
chance to go to a church service to remember
the victims and pray for their families, the
victims of 9/11/2001. Today—this afternoon,
Laura and I are here to thank the brave souls
who got wounded in the war on terror, peo-
ple who were willing to sacrifice in order to
make sure that attacks such as September
the 11th don’t happen again.

I want to thank the staff of Walter Reed,
the docs and the nurses and the caregivers,
the people who look after the families, for
enabling me to say to our fellow citizens that
when somebody gets hurt, somebody who
wears our uniform gets injured, they get the
absolute best care as quickly as possible. 1
was able to pin the Purple Heart on a num-
ber of people upstairs. | was able to hug their
parents and thank them. I'm just so grateful
that our country has got people who are will-
ing to serve in a cause greater than them-
selves.

I'll answer a couple of questions, and then
I’ve got to go.

Usama bin Laden Tape

Q. Sir, does this new bin Laden tape con-
cernyou at all?

The President. First of all, they're ana-
lyzing it. Secondly, his tape reminds us that
the war on terror goes on. As well, his rhet-
oric is trying to intimidate and, you know,
create fear. And he’s not going to intimidate
America. We are at war because of what he
and his fellow killers decided to do 2 years
ago today. And we will stay at war until we
have achieved our objective, the dismantle-
ment of terrorist organizations.

And it just reminds us of the duty we have
got to do. And I say “we,” my administration
and all who serve our country, our duty is
to protect our fellow citizens from people like
bin Laden.

War on Terror

Q. Mr. President, people are reminded of
what happened 2 years ago—think about



