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Week Ending Friday, September 12, 2003

Remarks to Langham Company
Employees in Indianapolis, Indiana

September 5, 2003

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. It's such
an honor to be here with the Langham family
and the employees of this incredibly vibrant
company. | want to thank the CEO for such
a fine introduction. I am honored that Cathy
would invite me here and give me a chance
to talk about some of the challenges which
face our Nation, the challenge of making sure
this Nation is secure and the challenge to
make sure people can find work.

I know you all have been through some
challenges here in the State of Indiana be-
cause of some recent flooding. Today | had
the privilege of telling your Governor when
I landed that I recently signed a disaster dec-
laration that will provide Federal funds to
help the folks who suffered as a result of the
disaster that took place in many parts of your
State.

There are a lot of Americans looking for
work, and we need to do something about
that in Washington, DC. We've taken steps
to get our economy growing again, and there
are some very hopeful signs that progress is
being made. I'm optimistic about the future
of this country. Yet today’s unemployment
report shows we've got more to do, and I'm
not going to be satisfied until every American
who’s looking for a job can find a job.

I have laid out a comprehensive plan for
job creation all across America. And for the
sake of our fellow citizens, | look forward
to working with the United States Congress
to get this comprehensive plan passed. And
one Member who will help get this plan
passed, and a man who represents Indiana
with such distinction and class, a man who
is a person with whom my administration
works closely, the chairman, Dick Lugar.

I want to thank John and Margaret
Langham, as well as Cathy, for allowing my
entourage to—{laughter]—which is quite

large these days—[laughter]—to invade this
beautiful facility. I want to thank the employ-
ees for welcoming us. | know it’'s not easy
to have your day disrupted by a Presidential
trip, but I'm honored to be here. [Laughter]
And | want to thank you for your hard work.

One thing is for certain, that you've earned
the respect of the Langham family. Walking
in here, Cathy was telling me how proud she
is of the 55 fellow workers, people who make
this small business grow and become vibrant.
So | want to congratulate you for your pro-
ductivity and your hard work as well. You
know, one of the great things about America
is that we've got the best workforce in the
world. We've got the finest workers and fin-
est employees.

I also know that the attorney general of
the great State of Indiana is with us today,
Steve Carter, and | appreciate Steve being
here. I want to thank Zionsville High School
for being here today. | appreciate you all
singing. I'm sorry | didn’t get to hear you.
| want to thank the Kobes for leading the
Pledge. | appreciate Brenda Williams com-
ing.

Today when | landed there at the airport,
I also not only spoke to the Governor and
the attorney general, but | spoke to a lady
named Joyce Irwin. You probably don’t know
who Joyce is. She is—I will tell you, though.
She is a soldier in the army of compassion.
She’s one of the thousands of people all
across our country who have heard a call to
love a neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself.

There’'s great talk about the might of
America, and we’re mighty. And | intend to
keep it that way. We've got great military
might, economic might. But the truth of the
matter is, the great strength of America is
the heart and soul of the American people.
The great strength of our country is the fact
that there are millions of our fellow citizens
like Joyce Irwin who are willing to lend a
hand to a neighbor in need. The great
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strength of America is the fact that on a daily
basis, there are millions of acts of kindness
and mercy that helps change America to a
more hopeful place, one heart, one soul at
atime.

Joyce Irwin is a volunteer. She’s active with
the Little Red Door Cancer Agency, the
Fairbanks Hospital, the Meridian Street
United Methodist Church. She helps round
up donations of clothing to those who need
to be clothed, food for those who need to
be fed. But most important, she dedicates
her time to those who need to be loved. My
call to our fellow Americans is love your
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved your-
self. Thank you, Joyce.

I mentioned the fact that our Nation is
facing big challenges. One of the big chal-
lenges, of course, is for me, my administra-
tion, and those of us who have been honored
to serve the American people, to do our sol-
emn duty and protect the security of the
American people. We must never forget the
lessons of September the 11th, 2001, a sober-
ing reminder that oceans no longer can pro-
tect us from forces of evil who can't stand
what America stands for. There are people
in this world who hate the thought that we
believe in free societies, we believe people
should worship freely, speak their mind free-
ly. And since we're not going to change, since
we’re not going to change our attitude about
freedom, we've still got an issue with these
terrorists.

And we're doing everything we can to pro-
tect the homeland. We've got better coordi-
nation amongst law enforcement agencies.
We're monitoring our ports and points of
entry in ways we never have before. We've
got emergency preparedness teams in place.
But the best way to secure the homeland,
the best way to do our duty to provide secu-
rity for the American people and future gen-
erations of American people, is to hunt the
terrorists down, one by one, and bring them
to justice.

Not only must we stay on the offensive
against those who would do us harm, and
not only we must—must we continue to dis-
rupt terrorist training camps to deal with dic-
tatorial regimes who would threaten us and/
or arm terrorists to threaten us, but we also
must continue to promote freedom. Free so-
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cieties are likely to be peaceful societies.
Free societies are societies which won't
threaten their neighbors or use weapons of
mass destruction. America believes that free-
dom is not America’s gift to the world, that
freedom is God’s gift to every individual who
lives in this world.

And at home, we must recognize that
while the signs are pretty good about our
economy, there’s still people looking for
work. And we’ve got to do something about
that. 1 said | was optimistic about our econ-
omy, and | am, for good reason. We have
been through a lot. And yet, we're still strong.
Let me remind you of what we've been
through.

The attacks on America cost us about $80
billion. That's a lot of money. The attacks
hurt our economy at a time when we were
beginning to recover from a recession. In
March of 2000, the stock market started to
decline. Investors began to realize, well
maybe this economy wasn’t quite as strong
as it had been in the past. And we were in
recession in the first quarters of 2001. We
had negative growth. People were beginning
to look for work. Things weren’t good.

But the economy began to come back be-
cause we actually passed a really good tax
bill out of the Congress. And then the enemy
hit us, and it hurt. It hurt economically. It
hurt the Nation’s psyche to think that we
were vulnerable to coldblooded killers that
could come and in one day take the lives of
thousands of innocent people.

But we began to recover. We took some
actions in Washington. For example, we
passed terrorism insurance plan to help en-
courage building of large construction
projects, keep those hardhats working. We
dealt with the airline industry for the short
term. | mean, we took action, and we started
getting better.

And then a third thing happened. We had
some of our fellow citizens forget to—forgot
what it means to be a responsible citizen.
We had some corporate CEOs who didn’t
tell the truth to their employees and to their
shareholders. And that affected the con-
fidence of the people, affected the con-
fidence of people that were thinking about
investing. So we took action there, by the
way. We passed tough laws. The message is



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 5

clear: If you don't tell the truth, there’s going
to be serious consequences.

In spite of these challenges, the economy
is growing. | think one of the main reasons
it's growing is because of the tax cuts we
passed. | believe that when somebody has
more money in their pocket, they will de-
mand an additional good or a service. And
when they demand additional good or a serv-
ice, in our society somebody will produce
that good or a service. And when somebody
produces that good or a service, it means
somebody is likely to find work. The tax relief
plan we passed that let you keep more of
your own money came at the right time.

We cut rates on everybody who pays in-
come taxes. We didn't try to pick or choose
winners. We said, “If we’re going to have tax
relief, if you pay tax, you ought to get relief.”

We increased the child credit from $600
per child to $1,000 per child. We want to
help our moms and dads with the responsi-
bility of raising their children. And by the
way, because of the 03 bill, we put the check
in the mail in July of this year.

We reduced the effects of the marriage
penalty. It doesn’t make any sense to penalize
marriage in the Tax Code. We wanted to help
those who own stock directly or indirectly.
Many of you own stocks through your pen-
sion plans. Many of you own stocks and
bonds directly. So we cut taxes on dividends
and capital gains to encourage investment.
And that particularly helps our seniors. Many
of our seniors rely upon dividend income,
and they’re retirement age, and that helps
our seniors realize—have good—be able to
have more money in their pocket as they get
in their retirement years.

And all in all, we began to affect people’s
pocketbooks in a positive way. If you're a
family of four making $40,000, your tax bill
went from $1,978 to $45, thanks to the tax
bill we passed.

We always talk about numbers in Wash-
ington. And that’s okay. It helps us try to
understand where we're going. But what |
like to do is try to relate what this tax plan
means for our fellow citizens.

The Bakers are with us, Doug and Mindy.
I had a chance, by the way, to visit with some
of our fellow citizens earlier. And | got to
listen to what this tax bill—these tax bills
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meant for them. And the Bakers are with us,
Doug and Mindy. They've got three children,
by the way, all of them 5 years or younger.
Amazing thing is, is that Mindy Baker doesn’t
have gray hair yet. [Laughter] But they got
their check in the mail for the increase in
the child credit. It was $800. The reason they
didn’t get 1,200 is because the littlest one,
Josiah, wasn’t born in time.

But I want to tell you what they told me.
They said, that tax relief means peace of
mind—their words, not mine. He said, “I'm
taking care of my family. We're now pre-
pared to take care of unexpected things.” The
$800 mattered to the Baker family, just like
it mattered to the Biby family—they’re with
us, the proud mom and dad of Jacob and
James. They saved about $1,900 as a result
of the tax relief. He told me, Kevin Biby told
me, he said, “You know, I'm going to use
that money to help repair my car.” That
means the guy who repairs the car, he’s get-
ting a little extra work. That means he’s going
to be able to have a little money in his pocket
as well.

Sharon Okey is with us here. Sharon has
got the toughest job in America; she’s a single
mom of five kids. She’s got a college junior.
She got that check in the mail for the child
credit. She told me, she said, it helped Jen-
nifer, her oldest, go to college. It mattered.
It matters when people take that money, for
example, and go buy school supplies. Some-
body’s got to produce the school supplies.
Somebody’s got to sell the school supplies.
It affects economic vitality and growth when
people are spending money. The more
money people have in their pockets when
times are slow, the more likely it is our econ-
omy is going to recover. And that's why I
fought for and Congress passed tax relief on
behalf of the working people of America.

Greg and Cathy Habegger are with us
today—Habegger are with us, and they've
got Jack and Ben, so they got a check in the
mail too, plus the rate reductions. They're
saving about $1,700 a year. He said it helped
pay for some paint and furniture for their
house. Well, when they went out and bought
the furniture, it means somebody who’s mak-
ing furniture has got more job security. And
maybe if that furniture manufacturing com-
pany was full, maybe they’re at capacity, that
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extra piece of furniture could cause some-
body else to find work.

If you see what I'm saying—in other
words, when we put money in circulation—
by the way, it's your money, not the Govern-
ment money—when it’s your—got your
money to spend, and you're circulating it
around, it has an effect on the economy.

So not only are we helping people do their
jobs as moms and dads, and not only are we
providing financial relief when times are
tough so families can breathe a little easier,
we're also helping somebody who's looking
for work. Money in circulation through in-
creased demand means somebody is going
to likely find work when they produce the
product to meet that demand.

And let me tell you what else the tax relief
did. It helped the small businesses all across
America, small businesses just like this. And
that's important because small businesses
create most of the new jobs in America. If
your small-business sector is vibrant and
healthy, somebody is likely to find a job.

Now, what’s interesting about tax relief
that a lot of people didn’t understand is that
most small businesses are what they call sole
proprietorships or Subchapter S corpora-
tions, just like this one. It's a Subchapter S
corporation, which means that the business
pays taxes at the individual income tax rates.
So when you reduce individual income taxes,
the sole proprietorship or the Subchapter S
really receives tax relief. The tax cuts help
small businesses because it gave them more
money, more money in their coffers to ex-
pand their job base. You just heard Cathy
say, as a result of the tax relief, she now feels
comfortable about adding five new employ-
ees. Tax relief means new jobs for Americans.

Part of the plan to stimulate growth
amongst the small businesses was to allow
small businesses to deduct up to $100,000
of new equipment, investment in new equip-
ment and technologies. It used to be only
$25,000. So you see, when you increase the
capacity for somebody to deduct more, you
provide an incentive for people to make big-
ger purchases. And so the Langhams have
told me that they're thinking about buying
some new computer software that will make
the employees of this company more produc-
tive, will make the company more competi-
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tive, and will also help somebody who is mak-
ing the computer software. That’s how the
economy works.

When the Langhams spend money, not
only does it help their own employees, not
only will it help the five folks that they're
fixing to hire, but it helps the people pro-
viding products for this company. Tax relief
is stimulating growth and tax relief is stimu-
lating job creation all across the country.

But as I mentioned to you, we’ve got more
work to do, and | want to talk about some
things that can be done. There are still peo-
ple looking for work. The economy is grow-
ing. Homebuilding is strong. People are get-
ting more confident. The purchases of fac-
tory orders for heavy machinery is good, and
it’s up. But people are still looking for work.

One of the reasons why is that when you're
coming out of slow times, job creation is the
last thing to arrive on the scene. A lot of
employers are saying, “Well, | want to make
sure the economy is as good as it sounds like
before I put on a new worker.”

Another reason why is because our work-
ers are so productive. Productivity—we've
got the highest productivity, the most pro-
ductive workers, in the world. And when pro-
ductivity goes up, it means that a worker can
have more output per hour. And therefore,
in order for job creation to grow, the econ-
omy must grow faster than productivity gains.
In other words, if a worker can do more per
hour, in order for a new worker to be hired,
the demand must be increased by as much,
if not greater than, productivity increases.

And so, we've got a short-term problem.
Long term, it's good that we're more produc-
tive. It means higher wages for the American
worker. It means we're more competitive
overseas. Short term, this economy needs to
crank up faster than productivity increases
in order for somebody to find a job.

And so, that’s what | want to talk to you
about, how best to encourage continued
growth, how to make sure this economy con-
tinues to grow. Well, first of all, we need to
deal with our health care issue. We want to
make sure health care is available and health
care is affordable. One way to make sure
health care is affordable for small businesses
like the Langhams’ is to allow for the creation
of what we call association health plans,



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 5

which will allow small businesses to come to-
gether to pool risk and to have bargaining
power just like big businesses can.

Another way we can work on health care
costs and to make sure health care is available
for our citizens is to deal with this issue of
medical liability. There’s too many frivolous
lawsuits which are driving up the cost of
medicine. If you're a doctor and you're afraid
you're going to get sued, you practice unnec-
essary medicine in order to cover yourself
in a court of law. That drives up your cost
of medicine. It drives up the Langhams’ cost
for health care. Preventative medicine, be-
cause of litigation, is running up your bill.

Now, | believe if you've been harmed by
a doc, you ought to have your day in court,
and you ought to recover full economic dam-
ages. And | think that’s only fair in America.
I do think there ought to be a cap at 250,000
on noneconomic damages. And | think there
ought to be reasonable punitive damages.
There ought to be reasonable punitive dam-
ages.

And because high cost of health care run
up the cost of the Federal budget—you see,
when health care goes up, Medicaid budgets
go up, and Medicare budgets go up, and the
Veterans Health Administration budgets go
up. Because it affects our budget, | believe
medical liability reform is a national issue
which requires a national solution. The
House of Representatives act. The Senate
must pass good medical liability reform on
behalf of economic vitality and on behalf of
the workers all across the country.

Some other things we can do, we can get
a class action reform out of the United States
Senate. And one thing we can do is make
sure these lawyers aren’'t able to shop all
around the country for a favorable jury, by
moving class action suits into the Federal
court. And we need to reform the system so
that when there is a verdict, the lawyers don’t
get the money, but the people who have been
harmed get the money.

We need to continue to work for regu-
latory relief on small and large businesses,
so that instead of filing needless paperwork,
you're working to make your workforce more
productive and to meet the needs of your
customers.
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We need to make sure we have an energy
policy. If we want this economy to continue
to grow—we're interested in economic
growth. This is a State that relies upon the
manufacturing sector a lot, in Indiana. You
need to have reliable sources of energy if you
want your economy to grow. We need an en-
ergy policy. I've been talking to Congress
about this for 2 years. It doesn’'t make any
sense to have haphazard policy.

We need energy policy to make sure our
electricity grid is brought up to date and is
more modern. We need energy policy that
encourages alternative sources of energy, like
those grown right here in the fields of Indi-
ana, called corn, converted to ethanol. We
need to make sure we develop environ-
mentally friendly ways to explore for more
energy. We need clean coal technology. We
need, for the sake of national security and
economic security, to be less dependent on
foreign sources of energy.

I believe when you see the label “Made
in the U.S.A.,” it's the stamp of quality. And
therefore, one way to encourage job growth
is to open up markets and to level the playing
field for U.S. products. Just give us a level
playing field, and we can compete with any-
body, anyplace, anytime.

And finally, in order for there to be eco-
nomic vitality and job creation and growth,
there needs to be certainty in the Tax Code.
In other words, people who are making in-
vestments must understand what the rules
are going to be. The problem is, is that all
the tax relief I've discussed with you, because
of quirks in the rules, start fading out in 2005.
The child credit, at some point in time, will
go back down. The marriage penalty will go
up. In other words, what | described to you
goes away. If Congress is really interested
in job creation, they will make every one of
the tax relief measures we passed permanent.

You will hear talk about the deficit. We
have a deficit. We have a deficit in part be-
cause of the recession. When you have a re-
cession, you get less money into your treas-
ury. When the economy slows, there’s less
revenue coming to Washington, DC. About
half of the deficit is caused by the recession
that we're trying to get out of.

A quarter of the deficit is caused by the
fact that we're spending money to defend
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America. My attitude is, anytime we put one
of our troops in harm’s way, they deserve the
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. This Nation will spend what
it takes to win the war on terror and to pro-
tect the American people.

About a quarter of the deficit was caused
by the tax relief. But the tax relief is helping
us recover from the recession. It was needed.
It was needed to make this economy grow.
And as the economy grows, more revenues
come into the Treasury. The best way to cut
down the deficit—and I've got a plan to re-
duce it in half in 5 years—is for Congress
to set priorities and not overspend.

Discretionary spending prior to my arrival
was increasing at 8.7 percent. Working with
fine Senators like Dick Lugar, we've got dis-
cretionary spending down during this budget
cycle to 4 percent.

There is no question that we’ve been chal-
lenged. But those challenges came to the
right people. 1 have been so proud of our
country. We are a country that is determined
and strong and tough when we need to be
tough and compassionate when we need to
be compassionate. We've overcome a lot.
We've overcome war, attacks on our country,
recessions, corporate scandals. And yet we're
still strong. We're vibrant. We're a great na-
tion. We're a great nation because of our
ideals and our beliefs. We believe in human
dignity. We believe everybody has worth. We
believe in freedom and the promise of free-
dom.

Ours is a nation dedicated to a world of
peace, and we will use our strength to
achieve peace. And ours is a nation dedica-
tion to uplifting every citizen who lives in
this country by giving every person a chance
to realize the great promise, the American
Dream.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you, and may God bless America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the
warehouse at Langham Co. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Frank O'Bannon of Indiana; and
Cathy Langham, president, John Langham, vice
president, finance and administration, and Mar-
garet Langham, vice president, operations,
Langham Co. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Indianapolis

September 5, 2003

Thank you very much. | appreciate it.
Thanks. Thank you all. Please be seated.
Thanks for the warm welcome. It's great to
be back in the great State of Indiana. It's
such a beautiful part of America. You know,
Vice President Cheney and | did pretty well
in the year 2000 in this State. [Laughter] The
next time around we should do even better,
riding on the coattails of my man Mitch.

I want to thank you all for coming tonight.
It's a spectacular turnout. What we’re doing
is laying the groundwork for a strong founda-
tion for what will become a great victory in
November of 2004.

I’'m going to count on you for energizing
the grassroots, for putting up the signs and
mailing out the mailers and making the
phone calls, for going to the coffee shops and
reminding your fellow citizens that ours is
a vision that includes everybody. Ours is a
hopeful and optimistic vision for everybody
who lives in the United States of America.

The political season is coming pretty soon,
and I'm loosening up. I'm getting ready, but
right now I've got a job to do. And my job
is to work on behalf of the people of America.
I’'m going to continue to work hard to earn
the confidence of every American, keeping
this Nation secure and strong and prosperous
and free.

I appreciate so very much my friend Al
Hubbard. I didn't realize he was so articulate.
[Laughter] Maybe he wasn’t. [Laughter] But
he’s a great friend. |1 want to thank his leader-
ship.

My regret tonight is that the First Lady
is not traveling with me. I married above my-
self. Laura is a remarkable person. I love her
dearly. She’s doing a great job on behalf of
the American people.

I want to thank Bob Graham for his work
on this event. I, too, want to thank all the
table captains and people who have worked
hard to make this an enormous success. |
appreciate my friend Mercer Reynolds from
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Cincinnati, Ohio, who is the national chair-
man of the Bush-Cheney campaign. He's a
business guy who's taking time out of his life
to help us collect enough money to wage a
viable campaign in 2004.

I’'m honored that members of the congres-
sional delegation are with us. I'm particularly
pleased that the chairman is with us, a fine
American, a great friend, a person whose
counsel and advice | take seriously, Senator
Dick Lugar; a person with whom I've played
golf and don’t intend to play again since he
took money from me—[laughter]—Con-
gressman Dan Burton; and another star of
the congressional delegation is with us, and
that’s Congressman Mike Pence.

I'm so pleased we've got State officials
with us, Todd Rokita, who is the secretary
of state—Mr. Secretary, I'm glad you're
here—the State auditor, Connie Nass, is with
us; the Republican house leader, Brian
Bosma, is with us today, as is State Rep-
resentative Mike Murphy. I'm so honored
you all are taking time out of your day to
be here. All politics is local. You have to work
to prepare the groundwork for a new Gov-
ernor who'’s coming soon, Mitch Daniels.

Speaking about my man Mitch, I noticed
a gracious move by David Mclntosh in to-
day’s newspaper, a move of party unity, a
move of serving something greater than him-
self. David, | appreciate your class act. I'm
proud to call you friend, and I'm glad you're
here tonight. Thank you for coming.

There are people who have worked in my
administration who are here. But one of the
more famous Indianapolis citizens is with us
tonight, who is serving our country with dis-
tinction, a man who understands the Faith-
Based Initiative about as well as anybody in
the country, and that's my friend Stephen
Goldsmith. Thank you for coming, Stephen.

Finally, I'd like to thank Jim Kittle, who
is the chairman of the Indiana Republican
Party. Get your uniform on, Jim. We're ready
to roll. But | appreciate your service. Thank
you all again for coming. It’s a huge turnout.

In the last 2% years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems, not to
pass them on to future Presidents and future
generations. | came to seize opportunities in-
stead of letting them slip away. | believe this
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administration is meeting the tests of our
time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
We've captured or killed many leaders of the
Al Qaida network, and the rest of them know
we're on their trail. In Afghanistan, in Iraq,
we gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those
regimes chose defiance, and those regimes
are no more. Fifty million people—50 mil-
lion people in those two countries once lived
under tyranny, and now they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased
the defense budget to prepare for the threats
of a new era. And today, no one in the world
can question the skill and the strength and
the spirit of the United States military.

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then the attacks
came on our country, and we had scandals
in corporate America, and war. All affected
the people’s confidence. But we acted. We
passed tough new laws to hold corporate
criminals to account. And to get the economy
going again, | have twice led the United
States Congress to pass historic tax relief for
the American people.

Here is what | know, and here’s what |
believe, that when Americans have more
take-home pay to spend, to save, or to invest,
the whole economy grows, and people are
more likely to find a job. We understand
whose money we spend in Washington, DC.
It is not the Government’s money we spend.
It's the people’s money.

We're returning more money to people to
help them raise their families. We’re reduc-
ing taxes on dividends and capital gains to
encourage investment. We're giving small
businesses incentives to expand and to hire
new people. With all these actions, we’re lay-
ing the foundation for greater prosperity and
more jobs across America so every single per-
son in this country has a chance to realize
the American Dream.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn't much action. So | acted. | called for
and Congress passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority,
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we delivered the most dramatic education re-
forms in a generation. We're bringing high
standards, and in return for Federal money,
strong accountability measures to every pub-
lic school in America. We believe that every
child can learn the basics of reading and
math, and we believe every school must
teach the basics. This administration is chal-
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations.
The days of excuse-making are over when
it comes to education. We now expect results
in every classroom so that not one child in
America is left behind.

During these 2%> years, we reorganized
our Government and created the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to better safe-
guard our borders and ports and to protect
the American people. We passed trade pro-
motion authority to open up new markets for
Indiana’s farmers and ranchers and entre-
preneurs and manufacturers. We passed
budget agreements to help maintain much
needed spending discipline in Washington,
DC. On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and
has made progress for the American people.

The U.S. Congress has shared in these
great achievements. I've got a great working
relationship with Speaker Hastert and Lead-
er Frist, and | intend to keep it that way.
I look forward to working with Members of
Congress to change the tone in Washington,
DC, to get rid of the needless partisan bick-
ering, and to focus on results, so the people
know we have done our job.

And those are the kind of people I've at-
tracted to my administration. I've put to-
gether a fantastic administration to serve the
American people, good, honorable, decent
people. Our Nation has had no finer Vice
President than Vice President Dick Cheney.
Mother may have a different opinion.
[Laughter]

In 2¥2 years, in 2% years’ time, we have
come far, but our work is only beginning.
| have set great goals worthy of a great na-
tion. First, America is committed to expand-
ing the realm of freedom and peace for our
own security and for the benefit of the world.
And second, in our own country, we must
work for a society of prosperity and compas-
sion so that every citizen—every single cit-

Sept. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

izen—has a chance to work and to succeed
and realize the great promise of our land.

It is clear that the future of freedom and
peace depend on the actions of America. This
Nation is freedom’s home, and we are free-
dom’s defender. We welcome this charge of
history, and we are keeping it. Our war on
terror continues. The enemies of freedom
are not idle, and neither are we. This country
will not rest. We will not tire. We will not
stop until this danger to civilization is re-
moved.

Yet our national interest involves more
than eliminating aggressive threats to our
safety. Our greatest security comes from the
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do
not threaten the world with weapons of mass
terror. Americans believe that freedom is the
deepest need and hope of every human
heart. And I believe that freedom is the right
of every person. And | believe that freedom
is the future of every nation.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world, and
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren now suffering with AIDS. I've called
upon a fine citizen of Indianapolis to lead
an incredibly important mission of human
rescue. | want to thank Randy Tobias for his
willingness to serve in a great cause.

We face challenges at home as well, and
our actions will prove that we're equal to
those challenges. The economy is getting bet-
ter, but so long as people who want to work
are looking for a job, I will continue to work
to make the conditions for capital investment
for the entrepreneurial spirit to remain
strong. | care when | hear that people are
not working.

As well, we have a duty to make a commit-
ment to America’s seniors by strengthening
and modernizing Medicare. A few weeks ago,
the Congress took historic action to improve
the lives of older Americans. For the first
time since the creation of Medicare, the
House and Senate passed reforms to increase
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choices for our seniors and to provide cov-
erage for prescription drugs. Now that the
Congress is back from their August break,
it is time for the House and the Senate to
iron out their differences and to get a bill
to my desk. The sooner they get the job done,
the sooner American seniors will get the
health care they need.

And for the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doctor de-
serve their day in court, yet the system
should not reward lawyers who are simply
fishing for rich settlements. Because frivo-
lous lawsuits drive up the cost of health care,
they affect the Federal budget. And there-
fore, medical liability reform is a national
issue which requires a national solution. |
have proposed a good plan to the Congress.
The House of Representatives responded
with a good bill. The bill is now stuck in the
United States Senate. Senators must realize
that no one in America has ever been healed
by a frivolous lawsuit.

I have a responsibility as your President
to make sure the judicial system runs well,
and | have met that duty. |1 have nominated
superb men and women for the Federal
courts, people who will interpret the law, not
legislate from the bench. Some Members of
the Senate are trying to keep my nominees
off the bench by blocking up-or-down votes.
Every judicial nominee deserves a fair hear-
ing and an up-or-down vote on the floor of
the United States Senate. It is time for some
Members of the Senate to stop playing poli-
tics with American justice.

In order to make sure we have economic
vitality, the Congress needs to complete work
on a comprehensive energy plan. Our Nation
must realize that our electricity grid needs
to be modernized. | have proposed a mod-
ernization plan to the Congress. We need to
promote alternative sources of energy like
ethanol. We need to use our technologies to
be able to explore for energy here at home
in environmentally friendly ways. We need
clean coal technology. For the sake of eco-
nomic security and for the sake of national
security, this Nation must become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. Both
the Senate and House have passed an energy
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bill. They need to get together and get a bill
to my desk.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. 1 will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism. We will apply the best
and most innovative ideas to the task of help-
ing our fellow citizens in need.

There are still millions of men and women
who want to end their dependence on Gov-
ernment and become independent through
hard work. Congress must work with us to
build on the success of welfare reform, to
bring work and dignity into more of—in the
lives of more of our fellow citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” so that more Americans can
serve their community and their country.
And both Houses should reach agreement on
my Faith-Based Initiative to support the ar-
mies of compassion that are mentoring our
children, that are caring for the homeless,
that are offering hope to the addicted. Our
Nation should not fear faith. We should wel-
come faith into the lives and to help heal
our fellow citizens who hurt.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence
and dignity that come from ownership. This
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We
want more people owning a home. We will
continue to promote policies which will close
the minority homeownership gap in America.
We want people controlling their own health
care plans. We want people in control of their
own retirement accounts. And we want more
people owning a small business, because we
understand in this administration, when an
American owns something, he or she has a
piece of the future, a vital stake in the future
of our country.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. The old culture of
America is changing. The old culture used
to say, “If it feels good, do it,” and “If you've
got a problem, blame somebody else.” It's
changing to a new day in which each of us
understands that we're responsible for the
decisions we make in life.

If you're fortunate enough to be a mom
or a dad, you're responsible for loving your
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child with all your heart and all your soul.
If you're worried about the quality of the
education in the community in which you
live, you're responsible for doing something
about it. If you're a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, you're responsible for telling the truth
to your shareholders and your employees.

And in the new responsibility society, each
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor
just like we'd like to be loved ourself. The
culture of service and the culture of responsi-
bility is growing around us. | started what
we call the USA Freedom Corps to encour-
age Americans to extend a compassionate
hand to neighbors in need, and the response
has been strong. People have heard the call
to serve our country.

Our charities are strong. Our faith-based
efforts are vibrant. People are being healed
because fellow Americans are serving our
Nation by loving somebody. Policemen and
firefighters and people who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform are constantly reminding us
what it means to sacrifice for something
greater than yourself. Once again, the chil-
dren of America believe in heroes, because
they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world is
seeing the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica, and | have been privileged to see the
compassion and character of the American
people. All the tests of the last 2%2 years have
come to the right nation. We're a strong
country, and we use that strength to defend
the peace. We're an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than
ourselves. Abroad, we seek to lift whole na-
tions by spreading freedom. At home, we
seek to lift up lives by spreading opportunity
to every corner of America. This is the work
that history has set before us. We welcome
it. And we know that for our country and
for our cause, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at the
Murat Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Indi-
ana gubernatorial candidate Mitchell Daniels, Jr.;
Allan B. Hubbard, former chairman, Indiana State
Republican Party; former Indiana gubernatorial
candidate David Mclntosh, who withdrew his can-
didacy September 4; Stephen Goldsmith, chair,
board of directors, Corporation for National and
Community Service; and Randall Tobias, nominee
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to be Global AIDS Coordinator. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 6, 2003

Good morning. This month, as students
across the Nation are starting a new school
year, parents, teachers, and principals are
starting to notice a difference in America’s
schools. The No Child Left Behind Act that
I signed into law last year is raising standards
for student achievement, giving parents more
information and more choices, requiring
more accountability from schools, and fund-
ing education at record levels.

The premise of the No Child Left Behind
Act is simple: All children can learn, and the
only way to make sure our children are learn-
ing is to measure their progress with tests.
So the No Child Left Behind Act requires
regular testing in the basics of reading and
math for every child in every school, starting
in the third grade. And the law sets a clear
goal for American education: Every child in
every school must perform at grade level in
reading and math, which are the keys to all
learning.

To meet this goal, all 50 States and the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have
designed accountability plans that have been
approved by the Department of Education
and are now being put into effect in Amer-
ica’s schools. School districts across America
are now providing parents with lists of out-
side tutors who can give extra help at no cost
to low-income children in underperforming
schools. Those parents also have the option
of transferring a son or a daughter out of
a school that is not doing the job to a better
public school or charter school. And soon
every community in America will have report
cards on every local public school, so citizens
can measure progress and push for reform.

While we're demanding excellence from
schools, we're also giving them extra re-
sources to succeed. Since this new law went
into effect, 40 States have received a total



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 7

of nearly $1.3 billion in grant money to sup-
port scientifically based reading instruction
in kindergarten through the third grade.

My budget for next year includes more
than $1.1 billion for effective reading pro-
grams, 4 times the amount we were spending
on these programs when | took office. And
overall Federal spending for elementary and
secondary education is higher than ever be-
fore. My budget for next year boosts edu-
cation funding to $53.1 billion, an increase
of nearly $11 billion since | took office.

Schools are getting the Federal resources
and help they need to improve, and parents
are getting the information and options they
need to support reform. And we're just be-
ginning. This new school year will be a year
of challenges and hard work and great
progress. And through it all we will keep in
mind the focus of all our efforts, our children,
who deserve an education worthy of this
great Nation. Together we will make sure
that every child learns and no child is left
behind.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 8:55 a.m. on
September 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
6. The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 5 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Address to the Nation on the
War on Terror

September 7, 2003

Good evening. | have asked for this time
to keep you informed of America’s actions
in the war on terror.

Nearly 2 years ago, following deadly at-
tacks on our country, we began a systematic
campaign against terrorism. These months
have been a time of new responsibilities and
sacrifice and national resolve and great
progress.

America and a broad coalition acted first
in Afghanistan, by destroying the training
camps of terror and removing the regime
that harbored Al Qaida. In a series of raids
and actions around the world, nearly two-
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thirds of Al Qaida’s known leaders have been
captured or killed, and we continue on Al
Qaida’s trail. We have exposed terrorist front
groups, seized terrorist accounts, taken new
measures to protect our homeland, and un-
covered sleeper cells inside the United
States. And we acted in Irag, where the
former regime sponsored terror, possessed
and used weapons of mass destruction, and
for 12 years defied the clear demands of the
United Nations Security Council. Our coali-
tion enforced these international demands in
one of the swiftest and most humane military
campaigns in history.

For a generation leading up to September
the 11th, 2001, terrorists and their radical
allies attacked innocent people in the Middle
East and beyond without facing a sustained
and serious response. The terrorists became
convinced that free nations were decadent
and weak. And they grew bolder, believing
that history was on their side. Since America
put out the fires of September the 11th and
mourned our dead and went to war, history
has taken a different turn. We have carried
the fight to the enemy. We are rolling back
the terrorist threat to civilization, not on the
fringes of its influence but at the heart of
its power.

This work continues. In Irag, we are help-
ing the long-suffering people of that country
to build a decent and democratic society at
the center of the Middle East. Together we
are transforming a place of torture chambers
and mass graves into a nation of laws and
free institutions. This undertaking is difficult
and costly, yet worthy of our country and crit-
ical to our security.

The Middle East will either become a
place of progress and peace, or it will be an
exporter of violence and terror that takes
more lives in America and in other free na-
tions. The triumph of democracy and toler-
ance in lIrag, in Afghanistan, and beyond
would be a grave setback for international
terrorism. The terrorists thrive on the sup-
port of tyrants and the resentments of op-
pressed peoples. When tyrants fall and re-
sentment gives way to hope, men and women
in every culture reject the ideologies of terror
and turn to the pursuits of peace. Every-
where that freedom takes hold, terror will
retreat.
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Our enemies understand this. They know
that a free Iraq will be free of them—free
of assassins and torturers and secret police.
They know that as democracy rises in Iraq,
all of their hateful ambitions will fall like the
statues of the former dictator. And that is
why, 5 months after we liberated Iraq, a col-
lection of Killers is desperately trying to un-
dermine Iraq’s progress and throw the coun-
try into chaos.

Some of the attackers are members of the
old Saddam regime who fled the battlefield
and now fight in the shadows. Some of the
attackers are foreign terrorists who have
come to Irag to pursue their war on America
and other free nations. We cannot be certain
to what extent these groups work together.
We do know they have a common goal, re-
claiming Iraq for tyranny.

Most but not all of these killers operate
in one area of the country. The attacks you
have heard and read about in the last few
weeks have occurred predominantly in the
central region of Iraq, between Baghdad and
Tikrit, Saddam Hussein’s former stronghold.
The north of Iraq is generally stable and is
moving forward with reconstruction and self-
government. The same trends are evident in
the south, despite recent attacks by terrorist
groups.

Though their attacks are localized, the ter-
rorists and Saddam loyalists have done great
harm. They have ambushed American and
British service members, who stand for free-
dom and order. They have killed civilian aid
workers of the United Nations, who rep-
resent the compassion and generosity of the
world. They have bombed the Jordanian Em-
bassy, the symbol of a peaceful Arab country.
And last week, they murdered a respected
cleric and over a hundred Muslims at prayer,
bombing a holy shrine and a symbol of Is-
lam’s peaceful teachings.

This violence is directed not only against
our coalition but against anyone in Irag who
stands for decency and freedom and
progress. There is more at work in these at-
tacks than blind rage. The terrorists have a
strategic goal. They want us to leave Iraq be-
fore our work is done. They want to shake
the will of the civilized world. In the past,
the terrorists have cited the examples of Bei-
rut and Somalia, claiming that if you inflict
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harm on Americans, we will run from a chal-
lenge. In this, they are mistaken.

Two years ago, | told the Congress and
the country that the war on terror would be
a lengthy war, a different kind of war, fought
on many fronts in many places. Irag is now
the central front. Enemies of freedom are
making a desperate stand there, and there
they must be defeated. This will take time
and require sacrifice. Yet we will do what
is necessary, we will spend what is necessary,
to achieve this essential victory in the war
on terror, to promote freedom, and to make
our own Nation more secure.

America has done this kind of work before.
Following World War 11, we lifted up the
defeated nations of Japan and Germany and
stood with them as they built representative
governments. We committed years and re-
sources to this cause. And that effort has
been repaid many times over in three genera-
tions of friendship and peace. America today
accepts the challenge of helping Iraq in the
same spirit, for their sake and our own.

Our strategy in lIraq has three objectives:
destroying the terrorists; enlisting the sup-
port of other nations for a free Irag; and
helping Iraqis assume responsibility for their
own defense and their own future.

First, we are taking direct action against
the terrorists in the lIraqi theater, which is
the surest way to prevent future attacks on
coalition forces and the Iraqi people. We are
staying on the offensive with a series of pre-
cise strikes against enemy targets increasingly
guided by intelligence given to us by Iraqi
citizens. Since the end of major combat oper-
ations, we have conducted raids seizing many
caches of enemy weapons and massive
amounts of ammunition, and we have cap-
tured or killed hundreds of Saddam loyalists
and terrorists. So far, of the 55 most wanted
former lragi leaders, 42 are dead or in cus-
tody. We are sending a clear message: Any-
one who seeks to harm our soldiers can know
that our soldiers are hunting for them.

Second, we are committed to expanding
international cooperation in the reconstruc-
tion and security of Iraq, just as we are in
Afghanistan. Our military commanders in
Iraq advise me that the current number of
American troops, nearly 130,000, is appro-
priate to their mission. They are joined by
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over 20,000 service members from 29 other
countries. Two multinational divisions led by
the British and the Poles are serving along-
side our forces, and in order to share the
burden more broadly, our commanders have
requested a third multinational division to
serve in Iraq.

Some countries have requested an explicit
authorization of the United Nations Security
Council before committing troops to Iraq. |
have directed Secretary of State Colin Powell
to introduce a new Security Council resolu-
tion which would authorize the creation of
a multinational force in Iraq, to be led by
America. | recognize that not all of our
friends agreed with our decision to enforce
the Security Council resolutions and remove
Saddam Hussein from power. Yet we cannot
let past differences interfere with present du-
ties. Terrorists in Iraq have attacked rep-
resentatives of the civilized world, and oppos-
ing them must be the cause of the civilized
world. Members of the United Nations now
have an opportunity and the responsibility to
assume a broader role in assuring that Iraq
becomes a free and democratic nation.

Third, we are encouraging the orderly
transfer of sovereignty and authority to the
Iragi people. Our coalition came to lIraq as
liberators, and we will depart as liberators.
Right now, Iraq has its own Governing Coun-
cil, comprised of 25 leaders representing
Iraqg’s diverse people. The Governing Coun-
cil recently appointed cabinet ministers to
run Government departments. Already more
than 90 percent of towns and cities have
functioning local governments, which are re-
storing basic services. We're helping to train
civil defense forces to keep order and an
Iraqi police service to enforce the law, a fa-
cilities protection service, lraqi border
guards to help secure the borders, and a new
Iragi army. In all these roles, there are now
some 60,000 Iragi citizens under arms, de-
fending the security of their own country,
and we are accelerating the training of more.

Iraq is ready to take the next steps toward
self-government. The Security Council reso-
lution we introduce will encourage Iraq's
Governing Council to submit a plan and a
timetable for the drafting of a constitution
and for free elections. From the outset, |
have expressed confidence in the ability of

1165

the Iragi people to govern themselves. Now
they must rise to the responsibilities of a free
people and secure the blessings of their own
liberty.

Our strategy in Irag will require new re-
sources. We have conducted a thorough as-
sessment of our military and reconstruction
needs in Iraq and also in Afghanistan. I will
soon submit to Congress a request for $87
billion. The request will cover ongoing mili-
tary and intelligence operations in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, and elsewhere, which we expect
will cost $66 billion over the next year. This
budget request will also support our commit-
ment to helping the Iragi and Afghan people
rebuild their own nations after decades of
oppression and mismanagement. We will
provide funds to help them improve security,
and we will help them to restore basic serv-
ices such as electricity and water and to build
new schools, roads, and medical clinics. This
effort is essential to the stability of those na-
tions and, therefore, to our own security.
Now and in the future, we will support our
troops, and we will keep our word to the
more than 50 million people of Afghanistan
and Iraq.

Later this month, Secretary Powell will
meet with representatives of many nations
to discuss their financial contributions to the
reconstruction of Afghanistan. Next month,
he will hold a similar funding conference for
the reconstruction of Iraq. Europe, Japan,
and states in the Middle East all will benefit
from the success of freedom in these two
countries, and they should contribute to that
success.

The people of Iraq are emerging from a
long trial. For them, there will be no going
back to the days of the dictator, to the mis-
eries of humiliation he inflicted on that good
country. For the Middle East and the world,
there will be no going back to the days of
fear when a brutal and aggressive tyrant pos-
sessed terrible weapons. And for America,
there will be no going back to the era before
September the 11th, 2001, to false comfort
in a dangerous world. We have learned that
terrorist attacks are not caused by the use
of strength. They are invited by the percep-
tion of weakness. And the surest way to avoid
attacks on our own people is to engage the
enemy where he lives and plans. We are



1166

fighting that enemy in Irag and Afghanistan
today so that we do not meet him again on
our own streets, in our own cities.

The heaviest burdens in our war on terror
fall, as always, on the men and women of
our Armed Forces and our intelligence serv-
ices. They have removed gathering threats
to America and our friends, and this Nation
takes great pride in their incredible achieve-
ments. We are grateful for their skill and
courage and for their acts of decency, which
have shown America’s character to the world.
We honor the sacrifice of their families. And
we mourn every American who has died so
bravely, so far from home.

The Americans who assume great risk
overseas understand the great cause they are
in. Not long ago, | received a letter from a
captain in the 3d Infantry Division in Bagh-
dad. He wrote about his pride in serving a
just cause and about the deep desire of Iragis
for liberty. “I see it,” he said, “in the eyes
of a hungry people every day here. They are
starved for freedom and opportunity.” And
he concluded, “I just thought you'd like a
note from the frontlines of freedom.” That
Army captain and all of our men and women
serving in the war on terror are on the
frontlines of freedom. And | want each of
them to know, your country thanks you, and
your country supports you.

Fellow citizens, we've been tested these
past 24 months, and the dangers have not
passed. Yet Americans are responding with
courage and confidence. We accept the du-
ties of our generation. We are active and res-
olute in our own defense. We are serving in
freedom’s cause, and that is the cause of all
mankind.

Thank you, and may God continue to bless
America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:31 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; and Ayatollah Mohammed Bagqir
al-Hakim, a Muslim cleric killed in a terrorist
bombing in Najaf, Iraq, on August 29. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.
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Remarks at Kirkpatrick Elementary
School in Nashville, Tennessee

September 8, 2003

Thank you all very much. 1 am honored
to be at a school which refuses to leave any
child behind. A good school begins with a
good principal, somebody who is willing to
challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations.
And that’'s what Kim Fowler has done, and
we're honored to be here. And | want to
thank you for putting up with this huge en-
tourage that travels with me. [Laughter]

We're here because, as you may remem-
ber, the Federal Government passed an in-
novative law recently, and a lot of people are
wondering what that law means. And we have
used this school as an example of what is
possible for parents and for educators to
make sure that not a single child gets left
behind.

Before | begin to talk about the school,
I do want to say that | am most appreciative
that the superintendent of schools from
Nashville Public Schools is with us today.
He’s an innovator. He believes in setting high
expectations for every child. It's not my first
time | have been in Pedro Garcia’s presence.

I love the motto of the school district here:
Whatever It Takes—whatever it takes to suc-
ceed. And Pedro, thank you for setting a
good example. We appreciate what you're
doing, and we appreciate what the Nashville
schools are doing to take advantage of the
No Child Left Behind Act.

When | was looking for somebody to be
the head of the Department of Education,
I wanted somebody who had been on the
frontlines of education, perhaps a super-
intendent of schools. And | knew a man in
Houston, when | was the Governor of Texas,
who was setting high standards and using in-
novation when innovation was needed to
make sure the children of Houston, Texas,
learned. And that man is with us today, who
is now the head of the Department of Edu-
cation, the Secretary of Education, Rod
Paige. And thank you for coming.

He’s not the only person in this audience
who has been the Secretary of Education.
Senator Lamar Alexander was the Secretary
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of Education and did a fine job. I'm so hon-
ored you're here, Senator. Thank you for
coming.

And I'm honored also to have traveled
down with Senator Bill Frist, the majority
leader of the United States Senate. He’s
doing a fabulous job for the country. As well,
we've got Congressman Zach Wamp and
Congressman Lincoln Davis and Congress-
woman Marsha Blackburn with us from the
mighty Tennessee delegation. We’re hon-
ored you all are here, and thank you for com-
ing.

The mayor of Nashville, Tennessee, Bill
Purcell, is here. And Mr. Mayor, thank you
for coming. I'm honored you would take time
out to greet us. It means a lot that you're
here, and we appreciate you coming as well.

Finally, when I landed at the airport, | had
the honor of meeting Brenda Wilson. The
people of this good elementary school know
who Brenda is; people around the city may
not. She’s a soldier in the army of compas-
sion. She’s a person who volunteers to make
sure the children can learn. She represents
the thousands of people in this city and in
this State who say, “If I've got a problem
with a public school, I'm going to be involved
with it. Instead of hoping that some distant
government insists upon excellence, I, Bren-
da Wilson, will dedicate myself by donating
time to make sure children get the very best.”

She volunteered from 1995 to 2002 in this
school. She did such a good job that you've
named her the coordinator of volunteer serv-
ices. That means if a child is going hungry,
somebody will help find the food. If a child
needs clothing, somebody will help find the
clothes. If a child needs extra tutorial help
beyond that which I'm going to describe,
Brenda’s job is to find people to volunteer,
and she herself volunteers.

You know, there’s a lot of talk in our—
across our country about how strong America
is. And we're strong, and | intend to keep
us that way. But the true strength is not our
military strength or our military muscle. The
true strength is the heart and soul of the
American people, people who are willing to
say, “How can | help somebody? What can
| do to make my community a better place?”
Brenda, thank you for being one of those sol-
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diers in the army of compassion. | appreciate
you being here. Thank you, Brenda.

So there’s been a lot of talk about the No
Child Left Behind Act. Let me describe the
principles inherent in the act, what we're
doing to make sure no child gets left behind,
and why I'm here at this elementary school.

First, as I mentioned, this society of ours
must challenge the soft bigotry of low expec-
tations. | believe, Kim believes, I know the
teachers at this good school believe that
every child can learn. We believe in the po-
tential of every single child and, therefore,
must insist that every child learns. See, if you
don’t believe certain children can’t learn,
then the tendency is just to shuffle them
through the system. If you don’t believe
every child has worth, then the system tends
just to give up on the child and move them
through. And then at the end of high school,
people can’t read, and we've created a social
problem.

So the No Child Left Behind Act says that
we’re going to challenge the soft bigotry of
low expectations. And | want to thank Kim
for doing that, and | want to thank the teach-
ers in this school and across this city who
are willing to challenge the soft bigotry of
low expectations. Teaching is a noble profes-
sion; it’s an honorable profession. And we
want to thank our teachers, not only at this
school but across this city and this State for
agreeing to teach.

So, in other words, the bill basically says,
“We believe in high expectations, and we be-
lieve it so strongly, we want to measure to
see if those expectations are being met.” It's
one thing to say, “I believe in high expecta-
tions,” but unless you measure, you don't
know whether expectations are being
achieved.

And so, for the first time, the Federal Gov-
ernment has said, “In return for Federal dol-
lars, we're going to measure”—not we, the
Federal Government, but the State and local
authorities will measure. In return for the
Federal Government writing checks to States
and to children, we want to know.

The person who doesn’t believe certain
children can learn just don't—doesn't care
about the measurement system. If you do
care about each child, then you want to know
whether or not expectations are being met.
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There’s a lot of talk—Ilisten, I cut my teeth
in accountability in the State of Texas. I've
heard every excuse in the book why not to
measure. “Oh, you're teaching to test,” you'll
hear. Well, if you're teaching a child to read,
that child will pass the test. “We're testing
too much.” My attitude is, is that in order
to know, in order to diagnose a problem, you
have to measure it in the first place. You can-
not solve a problem until you measure in the
first place.

And so the Congress did the right thing
in insisting that we hold people accountable
for results, and now we measure. And for
the schools that are doing great, there ought
to be nothing but praise. And for the schools
that need help in meeting high expectations,
there needs to be extra resources. And that'’s
what this bill did. The budget for next year
boosts funding for elementary and secondary
education to $53.1 billion. That's a 26-per-
cent increase since | took office. In other
words, we understand that resources need to
flow to help solve the problem.

Of that money, a lot of it goes to Title
I, Title I money to help certain children.
That's to the tune of $12.3 billion. That's a
41-percent increase for Title I students. And
that's where the money goes, to help the
Title | students in this school on special
needs.

Now, the other thing we've done, which
I’'m proud of, is to fund effective reading pro-
grams. If you can't read, you're not going to
do math, and if you can’t read, you can't be
a scientist. If you can’t read, you can’t under-
stand history. If you can't read, you're going
nowhere, if the truth be known. And so we've
spent money for reading programs, money
that will fund curriculum that actually works.
There’s a science with reading; it’s not a art.
They know what it takes to teach a child how
to read. | appreciate the fact that the Nash-
ville school system and this school uses read-
ing programs that will teach a child how to
read, not that sound good or feel good but
actually achieve the results necessary so no
child is left behind.

And so, the resources were there for—not
only to make sure that teacher training is
available and methodologies that work. |
know we've had a lot of teacher training pro-
grams all around the country. It’s beginning
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to make a significant effect. We started with
the early grades first. We've got money in
place to fund the measurement systems, to
make sure the measurement systems get up
and running and operate well. And we've got
money in place to help students that need
extra work.

And that’'s why we’re here, because there
is a triggering event in the bill, and it says
that if schools are not meeting expectations,
then parents should be given different op-
tions. If students—if the school is not achiev-
ing that which is expected and there’s a
chance a child will be left behind, then one
remedy is to give parents the choice to
choose another public school or perhaps to
send their—a child to a tutorial sessions like
we just saw today.

We have come from a really interesting
little laboratory of excellence that Kim set
up where three different providers were tu-
toring children. It gave me a chance to see
that this school and this school district has
not only reached out to parents but has
reached out to educational providers that say,
“We want to enlist your services to make sure
no child is left behind.” We measure. We
determine which children need help. Parents
are then given the option to decide what kind
of tutors is needed to meet that child’s needs.

The school district and the school don’t
fear extra help. They welcome extra help.
They have used the measuring system not
to punish anybody but determine what else
is needed to make sure the child gets extra
help. We not only saw the children learning
and practicing to read; we met their parents.
They could provide the testimony a lot more
eloquently than me. But when you hear a
parent—a mom say to me, “My child was
at a second-grade level; the measurement
system saw that she needed help. Thankfully,
the Federal Government passed a law which
provides extra time on tasks for my child, and
now she’s reading at the fifth-grade level, and
she’s in the fourth grade,” that’s a good sign.
It means this particular child will not be left
behind. It means the system is working. We
measure to determine who needs help, and
we provide the help.

And so, one of the problems we face—
obviously, not here, but one of the problems
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we face is whether or not other school dis-
tricts are properly advertising that which is
available for students that need help. We've
come to Nashville because the super-
intendent of schools has decided to make it
widely known that extra services for children
are available; made it widely known that sum-
mer school, after-school programs, Saturday
programs, tutorials provided by the school
district and/or private enterprise, are all avail-
able for parents whose children qualify.

You see, if you measure and then don't
provide extra help, the measurement system
is empty. If you measure, determine who
needs help, and then provide the extra help,
we have done our duty as adults to provide
the skills necessary for children to succeed
in life. And that’s what this school is doing.
The tutorials have got to make sure that the
programs have got proven track records, that
they relate to directly what is needed to meet
the curriculum needs of a school.

One other thing that’s interesting that we
have discovered is that research shows that
after-school tutoring programs can do a lot
for student achievement. That makes sense.
If you focus on a child, focus energies on
an individual child and stay on it and stay
on task and if you believe every child can
learn, then we will succeed.

And so, what | want people to understand
around the country is that leaders, education
leaders and Governors must advertise to the
parents that which is now available under the
No Child Left Behind Act, just like they're
doing here in Nashville, Tennessee.

Kim was telling me they sent out flyers
to parents in her—the parents of the children
who go to her school. They're aggressive in
the outreach to make sure parents know that
which is available. And that's what other
States must now do. Other States must seize
the moment. Other States must not fear
measurement but use the measuring tool as
a way to determine who needs help. And the
resources are there to provide that help.
Other States must challenge the soft bigotry
of low expectations. Other States must do
their duty to their children.

Kim Fowler is—has got the right attitude.
She is not intimidated by measurement.
She’s not afraid to be held to account. She
looks at the tests as a way to help people.
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She knows that you don’t teach self-esteem—
there’s not a course that says the self-es-
teem—you teach a child to read, and he or
she earns self-esteem. And that's the right
attitude.

I'm so thankful that we've got people like
Kim all across America who have got the
right attitude. And I’'m so thankful that we've
got teachers like the teachers here that work
with Kim, to make sure that no child is left
behind.

Lakeisha Begley is a fourth-grader here.
She was way below grade level. The system
kicked in. Barbara, her mama, said that, one,
she was appreciative of the fact that she had
a choice. See, she was notified, said, “You're
daughter’s not doing well,” and then was
given an option, a range of options. The
school and the district trust the parents to
make the right choice. It's not one of these
paternalistic things that, “This is what'’s going
to happen.” They say, “We've got a problem
with your child. We’re going to give you some
options from which to choose.” So she signed
up for a private tutor.

Barbara said she’s already seen the dif-
ference. The child is excited. The child can’t
wait to read. “From day one, Lakeisha
learned better study skills,” she said. She was
thrilled about doing it and thrilled about
learning. The program motivated her to learn
more. And that’'s what we’re here to talk
about, how to make sure we can put pro-
grams in place that motivate our children
who need help to learn more.

I'm excited to be here. I'm excited to be
here because | believe that this country can
solve any problem that we face. We face a
problem, to make sure every child can read.
The statistics are loud and clear, too many
of our fourth-graders cannot read at grade
level. The Federal Government decided to
do its part by not only providing the re-
sources but by insisting upon results.

We are challenging the soft bigotry of low
expectations. We believe every child can
learn. And I'm convinced when these pro-
grams are fully implemented, children will
learn, and America will be better off.

Thank you for having me here today. May
God bless you all.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to Kim
Fowler, principal, Kirkpatrick Elementary School;
Pedro E. Garcia, director of schools, Metropolitan
Nashville Davidson County Board of Public Edu-
cation; and Kirkpatrick student Lakeisha Begley,
and her grandmother, Barbara Stegall. He also
referred to Title 1 of the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No. 103-382),
which amended Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public Law No.
89-10).

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Nashville

September 8, 2003

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Lamar puts it a little less delicately:
“Without Tennessee, there would be no
Texas.” [Laughter] Without Tennessee, there
would be no President George W. Bush.

I want to thank you all for coming tonight.
| really appreciate your support and your
friendship and your prayers. Tonight is the
beginning of what is going to be a successful
campaign here. We're laying the groundwork
not only for a victory here in Tennessee, but
we're laying the groundwork for what is going
to be a victory in November of 2004.

I appreciate your contributions, but I will
remind you there are other contributions to
make. Going to need you to put your signs
in the yard, need you to put out the mailers.
When you go to the coffee shop, make sure
you talk it up. [Laughter] And remind them
that this administration has a vision which
is positive and hopeful and optimistic for
every single American.

The political season will come in its own
time. I'm loosening up. [Laughter] And I'm
getting ready. But I've got a job to do, and
right now I'm focused on the people’s busi-
ness. We will continue to work hard to earn
the confidence of every American by keeping
this Nation secure and strong and prosperous
and free.

I have only one regret tonight, and that
is that the First Lady didn’t come with me.
I am one lucky man that Laura Bush said
yes. We're there on bended knee, | said,
“Would you marry me?” She is a fabulous
First Lady, a great wife.
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I'm proud to have been introduced by a
fabulous United States Senator, Senator Bill
Frist. He is doing a great job, not only for
Tennessee but for our Nation. He’s a steady
hand. He's a good man to deal with. He's
got our country’s interests at heart, and I'm
proud, like you are, to call him friend.

I'm also proud to call Lamar Alexander
friend. He too is doing a fabulous job in the
United States Senate. We've got two Mem-
bers from the House of Representatives with
us tonight. One of the event’s vice chairmen,
Congresswoman Marsha Blackburn—I'm
honored that Marsha is with us. | want to
thank you for coming, Marsha. And Con-
gressman Zach Wamp is with us as well.

I appreciate all those who put this event
together. My great friend from Cincinnati,
Ohio, who is our national finance chairman,
Mercer Reynolds. | want to thank Mercer
for being here. 1 want to thank Jim Haslam,
our State finance chair, for his hard work.
I want to thank all who put this event to-
gether. | particularly want to thank Beth
Harwell, the State party chairman.

I want to thank Gracie Rosenberger for
performing the anthem. You know, when you
come to Nashville, you hope to see some of
your favorite entertainers. Fortunately, some
of them showed up tonight, starting with Mi-
chael W. Smith, my good friend, and Debbie.
I’'m also so pleased that Ricky Scaggs came
tonight. He’s a—that boy can sing. Steve
Wariner is with us tonight. Brad Paisley flew
in from California to be with us tonight. I
want to thank them all for coming.

There’s less road rage at NASCAR now
because Darrell Waltrip is retired, but I'm
still glad to call him—I'm glad he’s here. But
most of all, I really want to thank you all
for being here. It means an awful lot.

In the last 2¥2 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems instead
of passing them on to future Presidents and
future generations. | came to seize opportu-
nities instead of letting them slip away. This
administration is meeting the tests of our
time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
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We have captured or killed many key leaders
of Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we're
on their trail. In Afghanistan and in lIrag, we
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are
no more. Fifty million people—50 million
people in those two countries once lived
under tyranny, and now they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budget to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no one
in the world can question the strength, the
skill, and the spirit of the United States mili-
tary.

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then our country
was attacked, and we began a march to war.
And there were some corporate scandals, all
of which affected the confidence of the
American people. But we acted. We passed
tough new laws to hold corporate criminals
to account. And to get the economy going
again, | have twice led the United States
Congress to pass historic tax relief for the
American people. Here is what | know, that
when Americans have more take-home pay
to spend, to save, or invest, the whole econ-
omy will grow, and people are more likely
to find a job.

We also understand whose money we
spend in Washington. We don’t spend the
Government’s money. We spend the people’s
money. We are returning more money to the
people to help them raise their families.
We're reducing taxes on dividends and cap-
ital gains to encourage investment. We're giv-
ing small businesses incentives to expand and
to hire new people. With all these actions,
this administration is laying the foundation
for greater prosperity and more jobs across
America so every one of our citizens can real-
ize the great promise of our country.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn’t much action. So | acted. | called for
and the Congress passed the No Child Left
Behind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority,
we delivered the most dramatic education re-
forms in a generation. We're bringing high
standards and strong accountability measures
to every public school in America. You see,
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we believe that every child can learn the ba-
sics of reading and math, and we expect every
school in America to teach the basics of read-
ing and math. In return for Federal money,
we now expect results.

I went to Kirkpatrick Elementary School
today, and they're achieving results. They're
using the accountability system to focus ef-
forts on children who need help. | saw pri-
vate tutoring lessons being—taking place be-
cause of the No Child Left Behind Act. The
days of excuse-making are over. We expect
every child to learn. We want to make sure
in this country that not one single child is
left behind.

The last 2% years, we reorganized the
Government and created the Department of
Homeland Security to better guard our bor-
ders and our ports and to better protect the
American people. We passed trade pro-
motion authority to open up new markets for
Tennessee’s farmers and ranchers and entre-
preneurs and manufacturers. We passed
budget agreements to bring much needed
spending discipline to Washington, DC. On
issue after issue, this administration has acted
on principle. We have kept our word, and
we have made good progress on behalf of
the American people.

And the United States Congress shares in
these great achievements. | appreciate work-
ing with Bill Frist and Speaker Denny
Hastert. We've got a great relationship. We
will continue to work to change the tone of
Washington, DC, to elevate the discourse, to
focus on the people’s business by focusing
on results.

And those are the kind of people | have
attracted to my administration. | have put to-
gether a fantastic team to serve the American
people, good, honorable, decent Americans
from all walks of life who are in Washington,
DC, for one reason, to serve the country they
love. Our Nation has had no finer Vice Presi-
dent than Vice President Dick Cheney.
Mother may have a different opinion.
[Laughter]

In 2%> years, we have come far, but our
work is only beginning. I've set great goals
worthy of a great nation. First, America is
committed to expanding the realm of free-
dom and peace for our own security and for
the benefit of the world. And second, in our
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own country, we must work for a society of
prosperity and compassion so that every sin-
gle citizen has a chance to work, to succeed
and realize the American Dream. It is clear
that the future of freedom and peace depend
on the actions of America. This Nation is
freedom’s home and freedom’s defender. We
welcome this charge of history, and we are
keeping it.

Our war on terror continues. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither is Amer-
ica. This country will not rest; we will not
tire; we will not stop until this danger to civ-
ilization is removed.

Yet, our national interest involves more
than eliminating aggressive threats to our se-
curity. Our greatest security comes from the
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do
not threaten the world with weapons of mass
destruction. Americans believe that freedom
is the deepest need and hope of every human
heart. And I believe that freedom is the right
of every person and that freedom is the fu-
ture of every nation.

This country also understands that unprec-
edented influence brings tremendous re-
sponsibilities. We have duties in the world.
And when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren now suffering with AIDS. This great
land, this compassionate Nation is leading
the world in this incredibly important work
of human rescue.

We also face challenges at home, and our
actions will prove worthy of those challenges.
So long as anybody is looking for a job and
can’'t find work, 1 will continue to try and
foster an environment that encourages the
entrepreneurial spirit, that encourages job
creation in the private sector so people can
find work.

We have a duty to keep our commitment
to America’s seniors by strengthening and
modernizing Medicare. Congress took his-
toric action; both the House and the Senate
took historic action to improve the lives of
older Americans. For the first time since the
creation of Medicare, the House and Senate
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has passed reforms to increase choices for
seniors and to provide coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs. It is now time for both bodies
to iron out their differences, to keep our
commitment to America’s seniors today and
seniors-to-be tomorrow and modernize the
Medicare system.

For the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doctor de-
serve their day in court. Yet, the system
should not reward lawyers who are fishing
for rich settlements. Because frivolous law-
suits drive up the cost of health care, they
affect the Federal budget. Therefore, med-
ical liability reform is a national issue which
requires a national solution. I have proposed
medical liability reform. It has passed the
House. It is stuck in the Senate. Senator Frist
is working hard to get that bill off the floor.
Nobody has been healed by a frivolous law-
suit in America.

I have a responsibility as President to make
sure the judicial system runs well, and | have
met that duty. | have nominated superb men
and women for the Federal courts, people
who will interpret the law, not legislate from
the bench. Some Members of the Senate are
trying to keep my nominees off the bench
by blocking up-or-down votes. Every judicial
nominee deserves a fair hearing and an up-
or-down vote on the floor of the Senate. It
is time for some Members of the United
States Senate to stop playing politics with
American justice.

The Congress needs to complete work on
a comprehensive energy plan. We need to
modernize our electricity grid. We need to
encourage more investment and to make
sure reliability standards are mandatory, not
voluntary. We need to explore for new
sources of energy in environmentally friendly
ways. We need to use technology to come
up with alternative sources of energy. We
need to encourage conservation. What we
really need to do, for the sake of national
security and economic security, is to become
less dependent on foreign sources of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. | will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism. We will apply the best
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and most innovative ideas to the task of help-
ing our fellow citizens who hurt. There are
still millions of men and women who want
to end their dependence on Government and
become independent through hard work. We
must build on the success of welfare reform
to bring work and dignity into the lives of
more of our fellow citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” so that more Americans can
serve their communities and their country.
And both Houses should reach agreement on
my Faith-Based Initiative to encourage the
armies of compassion to love those who hurt,
to mentor our children, to care for the home-
less, to offer hope to the addicted. This great
Nation should not fear the works of faith.
We should welcome faith into the commu-
nity of help.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence
that come from ownership. This administra-
tion will constantly strive to promote an own-
ership society all throughout America. We
want more people owning their home. I have
put forth policies to decrease the minority
homeownership gap in America. We want
people owning and managing their own
health care accounts. We want people own-
ing and controlling their own retirement ac-
counts. We want more people owning their
own small business, because when a person
owns something in America, he or she has
a vital stake in the future of this country.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. We're changing the cul-
ture of this country from one that has said,
“If it feels good, do it,” and “If you've got
a problem, blame somebody else,” to a cul-
ture in which each of us understands we are
responsible for the decisions we make in life.

If you are fortunate enough to be a mother
or father, you're responsible for loving your
child with all your heart and all your soul.
If you're concerned about the quality of edu-
cation in your community, you're responsible
for doing something about it. If you're a CEO
in corporate America, you're responsible for
telling the truth to your shareholders and
your employees. And in the new responsi-
bility society, each of us is responsible for
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loving our neighbor just like we'd like to be
loved ourselves.

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. | started the
USA Freedom Corps to encourage Ameri-
cans to extend a compassionate hand to a
neighbor in need, and the response has been
fantastic. Faith-based programs and chari-
table programs are strong and vibrant all
across America. Policemen and firefighters
and people who wear the Nation’s uniform
are reminding us what it means to sacrifice
for something greater than yourself. Once
again, the children of America believe in he-
roes, because they see them every day. In
these challenging times, the world has seen
the resolve and the courage of America. And
I have been privileged to see the compassion
and the character of the American people.

All the tests of the last 2%2 years have come
to the right Nation. We're a strong country,
and we use our strength to defend the peace.
We're an optimistic country, confident in
ourselves and in ideals bigger than ourselves.
Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations by
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift
up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And
we know that for our country and for our
cause, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thank you very
much.

NoTEe: The President spoke at 6 p.m. at the Loews
Vanderbilt Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Debbie Smith, wife of entertainer Mi-
chael W. Smith; and Darrell Waltrip, retired
NASCAR driver.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Jacksonville, Florida

September 9, 2003

Thank you all very much. Glad you're here.
Thanks for coming. It’s great to be in Florida.
It's great to be with a great Governor.
[Laughter] I'm not surprised he has been so
successful; we both share the same political
consultant—[laughter]—Mother. [Laughter]
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Thanks for coming. This is a huge crowd,
and it's a good sign. Today we're laying the
groundwork for what is going to be a great
national victory in November of 2004. Jeb
is right. I'm going to need your help. I'm
going to need your help in putting up the
signs. 1'm going to need your help when you
go to those coffee shops, to talk it up, put
out the mailers. | want you to remind people
that the vision | have for America is opti-
mistic and hopeful for every single citizen
who lives in this country.

The politics season—you know, there’s a
lot of talk about politics these days. And I'm
loosening up. [Laughter] I'm getting ready.
The truth of the matter is, the political season
will come in its own time, because I've got
a job to do. I've got to do the people’s work,
people’s business. And there’s a lot on the
agenda. And | want you to know, as friends
and supporters, | will continue to work hard
to earn the confidence of all Americans by
keeping this Nation strong and secure and
prosperous and free.

I regret that Laura is not traveling with
me today. She is a fabulous First Lady. | was
a lucky man when she said, “Yes, | agree
to marry you.” | love her dearly, and I'm
proud of the job she’s doing on behalf of all
Americans.

Just like 1 love my brother. He’s a coura-
geous man. He’s a strong man. He stands
on principle, and nothing can shake him.

| appreciate my friends Al Hoffman and
Tom Petway and Johnny Rood and Zach
Zachariah, and you all for making this a spec-
tacular event. I want to thank my friend Mer-
cer Reynolds from Cincinnati, Ohio, who is
the national finance chairman. There’s this
fellow who has taken time out of his life to
go help us raise the monies necessary to wage
a viable campaign in 2004.

| appreciate the fact that we've got elected
officials with us today. The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Toni Jennings, is with us. The attorney
general is with us, Charlie Crist. | appreciate
the speaker, Johnnie Byrd, being here today.
I want to thank Jim King, the senate presi-
dent. I had a chance to ride in the limousine
with the mayor of this great city, John Pey-
ton. It didn’t seem like traffic was a problem
for—to me. [Laughter]
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I want to thank Carole Jean Jordan, who
is the chairwoman of the Republican Party,
for being here.

You know, we're here at a—I appreciate
so very much a really fine, strong man, a man
of great character, Jack Del Rio, who is the
head coach of the Jaguars, for joining us
today. I'm real proud he came. And I'm hon-
ored that the quarterback and his wife, Mark
Brunell, came with us. I want to tell you
something about him. He didn't say to me,
“Can you still run a fly pattern?” He didn’t
say, “How are you on the down and out?”
He said, “Mr. President, my family prays for
you.” I'm proud that both have come.

Before | begin, | do want to make mention
of former Congressman Charles Bennett, a
man who served his country and this commu-
nity, longstanding United States Congress-
man from this part of the country, who is
an honest, honorable, decent man who loved
America. Today | know that he’s being bur-
ied, and our thoughts and prayers go to his
family during this tough moment. And we
thank Congressman Bennett for being such
agreat American.

In the last 2¥> years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems instead
of passing them on to future Presidents and
future generations. | came to seize opportu-
nities instead of letting them slip away. This
administration is meeting the tests of our
time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
We have captured or killed many key leaders
of Al Qaida. And | can assure you, we're on
the trail of the rest of them.

In Afghanistan, in lIrag, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more. Fifty million people in those two coun-
tries once lived under tyranny, and today
they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased
the defense budget to prepare for the threats
of a new era, and today no one in the world
can question the skill and the strength and
the spirit of the United States military.
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Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then the attacks
came on our country, and we had corporate
scandals, and we began to march to war,
which all affected the people’s confidence.
But we acted. We passed tough new laws
to hold corporate criminals to account. And
| twice led the United States Congress to
historic tax relief to get our economy going
again.

I understand this, that when Americans
have more take-home pay to spend, to save,
to invest, the whole economy grows, and
someone is more likely to be able to find
a job. I also understand whose money we
spend in Washington, DC. It's not the Gov-
ernment’s money. It's the people’s money.
So we’re returning more money to Ameri-
cans to help them raise their families. We're
reducing taxes on dividends and capital gains
to encourage investment. We're giving small
businesses incentives to expand so they can
hire new people.

With all these actions, this administration
has taken bold steps to lay the foundation
for greater prosperity and for more jobs
across America, so that every one of our citi-
zens can realize the American Dream.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn’t much action. So | called for and the
Congress passed the No Child Left Behind
Act, and we passed it with a solid bipartisan
majority. And by doing so, we delivered the
most dramatic education reforms at the Fed-
eral level in a generation. We're bringing
high standards, strong accountability meas-
ures to every public school in America.

We're bringing to the country what Gov-
ernor Jeb Bush has brought to Florida, the
belief that every single child can learn, the
belief that every school must be challenged
to make sure that they teach the basics of
reading and math. Just like your Governor
is doing here, we're doing nationwide. We
are challenging the soft bigotry of low expec-
tations. The days of excuse-making are over.
In return for Federal money, we expect re-
sults in every classroom all across America,
so that not one single child is left behind.

During that 2%2 period, we reorganized
the Government and created the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to better safe-
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guard our ports and borders and better pro-
tect the American people. We passed trade
promotion authority to open up new markets
for Florida’s farmers and ranchers and manu-
facturers and entrepreneurs. We passed
much needed budget agreements to bring
spending discipline to Washington, DC. On
issue after issue, this administration has acted
on principle. We've kept our word, and we've
made progress on behalf of the American
people.

The United States Congress shares in
these great achievements, and | want to
thank the members of the Florida congres-
sional delegation for working closely with the
administration—some members of the Flor-
ida congressional delegation. [Laughter] I've
got a great relationship with Leader Bill Frist
and Speaker Denny Hastert. We're working
hard to change the tone of Washington, DC,
to end all the needless partisan bickering, to
elevate the discourse, to focus on results so
the people know that we're doing their busi-
ness.

And those are the kind of people I've at-
tracted to my administration. | have put to-
gether a great team of honorable, decent
people to serve the American people. Our
country has had no finer Vice President than
Vice President Dick Cheney. Mother may
have a second opinion. [Laughter]

In 2%2 years—in 2¥2 years, we have done
a lot, and we've come far. But our work is
only beginning. | have set great goals worthy
of a great nation. First, America is committed
to expanding the realm of freedom and peace
for our own security and for the benefit of
the world. And second, in our own country,
we must work for a society of prosperity and
compassion, so that every citizen—every sin-
gle citizen—has a chance to work and suc-
ceed and realize the great promise of our
country.

It is clear that the future of freedom and
peace depend on the actions of America. This
Nation is freedom’s home. This Nation is
freedom’s defender. We welcome this charge
of history, and we are keeping it.

Our war on terror continues. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither are we.
This country will not rest; we will not tire;
we will not stop until this danger to civiliza-
tion is removed. We are confronting that
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danger in Irag, where Saddam Hussein’s
holdouts and foreign terrorists are des-
perately trying to throw Irag into chaos by
attacking coalition forces and aid workers and
innocent Iragis.

And there’s a reason. They know that the
advance of freedom in Iraq will be a major
cause of defeat for terror. This collection of
killers is trying to shape the will of the civ-
ilized world. They’re challenging the resolve
of the United States of America. This country
will not be intimidated.

We are aggressively striking the terrorists
in Iraq, defeating them there so we will not
have to face them in our own country. We're
calling on other nations to help Iraq build
a free country which will make us all more
secure. We're standing with the Iraqi people
as they assume more of their own defense
and move toward self-government. These
aren’t easy tasks, but they're essential tasks.
And we will finish what we have begun. We
will win this essential victory in the war on
terror.

Our greatest security comes from the ad-
vance of human liberty, because free nations
do not support terror. Free nations do not
attack their neighbors. Free nations do not
threaten the world with weapons of mass ter-
ror. Americans believe that freedom is the
deepest need and the deepest hope of every
human heart. And | believe that freedom is
the right of every person and the future of
every nation.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world. And
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren now suffering with AIDS. This great
land, this compassionate people, is leading
the world in the incredibly important work
of human rescue.

We've got challenges here at home, and
there’s no doubt our actions will prove that
we're equal to those challenges. I'm going
to continue to work to create an environment
that is strong for the entrepreneur and cre-
ates the conditions for economic growth. Just
so long as somebody is looking for a job who
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wants to work and can't find one, says to me
we've got a problem. Economic vitality, to
me, means Americans will be able to find
ajob.

We have a duty to keep our commitment
to America’s seniors by strengthening and
modernizing Medicare. The United States
Congress took historic action in both bodies
to improve the lives of older Americans. For
the first time since the creation of Medicare,
the House and the Senate have passed re-
forms to increase choices for our seniors and
to provide coverage for prescription drugs.
They are now back from vacation. It is time
for the House and the Senate to reconcile
their differences, to keep our promises to not
only the seniors of today but those of us who
are fixing to be seniors tomorrow, and mod-
ernize the Medicare system.

For the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. And |
appreciate the leadership of Governor Jeb
Bush on this issue here in the State of Flor-
ida. Listen, people who have been harmed
by a bad doc deserve their day in court, no
question about it. Yet the system should not
reward lawyers who are simply fishing for a
rich settlement.

Because frivolous lawsuits drive up the
cost of health care, they affect the Federal
budget. And therefore, medical liability re-
form is a national issue that requires a na-
tional solution. | submitted a good plan to
the Congress. The House of Representative
acted. The Senate hadn’t. Senators must un-
derstand that no one in America has ever
been healed by a frivolous lawsuit. We need
medical liability reform now.

I have a responsibility as President to make
sure the judicial system runs well, and | have
met that duty. | have named superb men and
women for the Federal courts, people who
will interpret the law, not legislate from the
bench. Yet, some Members of the Senate are
trying to keep my nominees off the bench
by blocking up-or-down votes. Every judicial
nominee deserves a fair hearing and an up-
or-down vote on the Senate floor. It is time
for some Members of the United States Sen-
ate to stop playing politics with American jus-
tice.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 9

This country needs a comprehensive en-
ergy plan. | have proposed a comprehensive
energy plan, and the Congress needs to com-
plete its work on a plan. Listen, we need to
modernize the electricity grid. We need to
encourage new investment into the elec-
tricity grids all across America, and we need
to make sure that the reliability standards are
mandatory, not voluntary. We need new
sources of energy. We need to use our tech-
nology to find alternative sources of energy.
We need to use our technologies to encour-
age conservation. We need to use our tech-
nologies so that we can explore for environ-
mentally friendly ways for new energy. What
this country needs for economic security and
national security is to become less dependent
on foreign sources of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. | will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism. We will apply the best
and most innovative ideas to the task of help-
ing our fellow citizens who hurt.

There are still millions of men and women
who want to end their dependence on the
Government and become independent
through hard work. We must build on the
success of welfare reform to bring work and
dignity into the lives of more of our fellow
citizens. Congress should complete the “Cit-
izen Service Act” so that more Americans will
serve their communities and their country.
And both Houses should reach agreement on
my Faith-Based Initiative, which will support
the armies of compassion that are mentoring
our children, that are caring for the home-
less, that are offering hope to the addicted.
This Nation should not fear faith. We ought
to welcome faith into the compassionate de-
livery of help to those who suffer.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the dignity that
comes from ownership. This administration
will constantly strive to promote an owner-
ship society all across America. We want
more of our citizens owning their own home.
Today in America, we have a minority home-
ownership gap. | have proposed plans to the
United States Congress to reduce that gap,
and they must act.

We want more people owning and control-
ling their own health care plans. We want
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Americans being able to own and control
their own retirement accounts. We want
more people owning their own small busi-
ness, because | understand and this adminis-
tration understands that when a person owns
something, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of the United States of America.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. The culture of this
country is changing from one that has said,
“If it feels good, do it,” and “If you've got
a problem, blame somebody else,” to a new
culture in which each of us understands that
we are responsible for the decisions we make
in life. If you are fortunate enough to be a
mom or a dad, you're responsible for loving
your child with all your heart and all your
soul. If you're worried about the quality of
the education in the community in which you
live, you're responsible for doing something
about it. If you're a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, you are responsible for telling the truth
to your employees and your shareholders.
And in a responsibility society, each of us
is responsible for loving our neighbor just like
we'd like to be loved ourself.

The culture of service and responsibility
is growing around us in America. | started
what'’s called the USA Freedom Corps, an
opportunity for people to serve in their com-
munities. And the response has been strong.
Our faith-based community is strong. Chari-
table programs are vibrant. Americans are
hearing the call to serve something greater
than themselves. After all, our policemen,
firefighters, people who wear the Nation’s
uniform are reminding us on a daily basis
what it means to sacrifice for something
greater than yourself. Once again, the chil-
dren of America believe in heroes, because
they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of America.
And | have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American
people. All the tests of the last 2%2 years have
come to the right Nation. We're a strong
country, and we use that strength to defend
the peace. We're an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than
ourselves.
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Abroad, we seek to lift whole Nations by
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift
up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of our country. This is the work that
history has set before us. We welcome it. And
we know that for our country and our cause,
the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:21 p.m. in the
Touchdown Club at Alltel Stadium. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush and Lt. Gov.
Toni Jennings of Florida; Charlie Crist, Florida
State attorney general; Johnnie Byrd, speaker,
Florida State house of representatives; James E.
“Jim” King, Jr., president, Florida State senate;
Mayor John Peyton of Jacksonville; Al Hoffman,
finance chairman, Republican National Com-
mittee; Tom Petway Il and Zach Zachariah, Flor-
ida State finance cochairmen, and Mercer Rey-
nolds, national finance chairman, Bush-Cheney
‘04, Inc.; Carole Jean Jordan, chairwoman, and
John Rood, finance vice chairman, Republican
Party of Florida; Jack Del Rio, head coach, Jack-
sonville Jaguars football team, and Jaguars quar-
terback Mark Brunell and his wife, Stacy; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag.

Remarks at Hyde Park Elementary in
Jacksonville

September 9, 2003

Thanks for coming. Please be seated—un-
less you don't have a chair. [Laughter]
Thanks for coming, and thanks for letting me
come. We're thrilled to be at Hyde Park Ele-
mentary School. I'm here to talk about some
recent reforms we've had in education, the
Federal role in education. | want to describe
to you the No Child Left Behind Act and
the principles behind the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, and why | believe the No Child
Left Behind Act, in combination with the ef-
forts of Governors like Jeb Bush and fantastic
teachers who are in this room, are going to
help America realize its full promise.

Before | begin—you may recall, 1 was a
Governor as well, and | spent a lot of time
on making sure the Texas schools were as
good as they could possibly be. | learned
some pretty interesting lessons as the Gov-
ernor. And one lesson is that in order for
schools to succeed, you'd better have you a
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good principal. Dr. Nancy Miller is a really
good principal. She believes in the worth of
each individual. She believes in high stand-
ards. She believes in empowering her teach-
ers to do the right thing. She’s constantly
willing to challenge the status quo if the sta-
tus quo is not good enough.

We're at Hyde Park Elementary School
because it is one of the many successful
schools in Jacksonville and across the State
of Florida. And | want to thank Dr. Miller,
and | want to thank the teachers of Hyde
Park for not only listening to your hearts but
using logic and sound thought to challenge
mediocrity wherever you might find it. You
know, one of the inherent principles in the
No Child Left Behind Act is that we believe
every child can learn, and we want to con-
tinue to raise the bar, continue to raise expec-
tations so that every child does learn.

I appreciate so much Secretary Rod Paige
for joining us. | like to remind people that
he actually knows what he’s talking about
when it comes to public schools because he
was the superintendent of public schools in
Houston, Texas. It's a pretty tough assign-
ment, 1 want you to know. It's not an easy
school district to govern. But he did a heck
of a good job. He too believes every child
can learn. He believes in setting high stand-
ards. He believes in asking the question, “Are
we meeting the standards?” And I'm hon-
ored that Rod has served our country so well.
And I'm proud to have him on the stage with
me today. Thank you, Rod.

And then there’s Brother. [Laughter] We
were educated by the same person—[laugh-
ter]—Mother. [Laughter] We both have a
passion for making sure every child learns.
That's how we were raised, to do the best
we could do in the schoolrooms. The truth
of the matter is, when you really think about
it, education—true education begins at
home. Every mom and dad is a teacher. We
had a pretty darn good teacher, | want you
to know.

I'm proud of my brother. He’s willing to
take risks on behalf of the children of the
State of Florida. He’s willing to stand up to
the critics. He’s willing to stand strong when
it comes to insisting upon certain principles.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 9

We love him, and I'm proud that he has
joined us here today as well.

I want to thank Jim Horne, the Florida
commissioner of education. These commis-
sioners of these States have got big jobs al-
ready, and then we’ve compounded their job.
We've got a new Federal law that needs to
be implemented, and we expect these com-
missioners to implement the law, and Jim is
doing just that.

I’'m honored that the mayor is here, Mayor
Peyton. He’s a—I know, | saw him sitting
over there. [Laughter] He drove from the
airport to the football stadium with us. And
I told him, I said he's doing a pretty good
job of handling the traffic. We didn't see a
lot. [Laughter]

I know we’ve got State legislators here. My
only admonition to the State legislators is to
make sure that public education is the num-
ber one priority of the State of Florida, to
do the best you can do about setting prior-
ities.

I want to thank General John Fryer, the
superintendent of schools here. | thought it
was pretty interesting, when | was reading
the background of the schools here, | see
that you got you a general—[laughter]—run-
ning the school system. That’s good. [Laugh-
ter] It's also good that somebody who served
this country in one capacity is willing to serve
again.

And one of the things that Laura and |
are trying to do is encourage people to serve
the public school system, particularly Laura.
She’s spending a lot of time heralding Troops
to Teachers programs to encourage people
who have served in one capacity to go ahead
and get back in the classroom or to serve
your community by teaching in the school
system. We need more of our fellow Ameri-
cans who are looking for something to do
to get involved in public education. Teaching
is a noble profession. Teaching is a chance
to leave behind a really important legacy, and
that is a saved life.

I want to thank Kim Barnes, who is the
chairman—chairwoman of the Duval County
School Board. That's probably the hardest
job in America, is to be on the school board.
[Laughter] It’s difficult because a lot of pres-
sures and a lot of people who have got opin-
ions. And so | want to thank the school board
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members who are here with us today for
serving this important community, for lend-
ing your time and talents to always, hope-
fully, raising the bar and always insisting on
the best.

We've got some interesting—we had an in-
teresting forum. I'm going to describe what
we discussed a little earlier, but we've got
Wandra Sanders here, who's a teacher at
Hyde Park, a representative of—we had a
chance to visit with Teresa Nelson, who's a
parent, and a mom or a dad.

By the way, schools really do well when
mothers and dads take an interest in the
school. And for you parents who are here,
I want to thank you very much for not only,
obviously, loving your child but also working
hard to make sure the school in your commu-
nity, in your neighborhood, has not only the
resources necessary to succeed but your time
and talents to help these good hard-working
teachers and this good principal to achieve
their objectives.

We've got some folks from around the
country who are here, and I'm going to talk
about why they’re here a little bit. But I do
want to recognize Eli Broad. He is the presi-
dent of the Broad Foundation. He is from
Los Angeles, California. He is an incredibly
successful business person. He and his wife
put together a little nest egg. And they asked
a question, “What can we do to help the
country?” And they have decided that they
would lend their resources and talents to the
improvement of public education all across
America. And Eli, thank you so very much
for your generosity.

Tom Luce is with us. He’s from the great
State of Texas. [Laughter] I've known Tom
a long time. He runs what's called Just for
the Kids. Just for the Kids is a program that
said, how can we make the accountability sys-
tems all around America become an effective
tool to make sure no child is left behind. Tom
has been an agitator for change in our State
of Texas ever since I've known him, and I'm
proud he’s here. Thank you for coming, Tom.

Bill Cox is with us today. Bill Cox is the
managing director of School Evaluation Serv-
ices for Standard & Poor’s. Standard & Poor’s
is a part of this new initiative that I'm going
to describe here in a little bit. And | want
to thank Bill and people from Standard &
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Poor’s who have joined us as well. | find it
interesting that Standard & Poor’s, which is
mainly associated with stocks and bonds, is
associated with the true wealth of our coun-
try, and that is the children of our country,
and thank you for coming as well. I'm hon-
ored you're here.

Today when I landed at the Naval Air Sta-
tion, I met a guy named Daniel Trifiletti. You
don’t know Daniel. I didn’'t know him until
I got the chance to read his background. He’s
a high school student who is a mentor for
kids in middle school. He’s an amazing guy,
when you think about it, that he is willing
to take time to help somebody else.

I bring this up because there’s a lot made
about the might of the United States of
America, and we're plenty mighty. We're
strong militarily. And by the way, | intend
to keep it that way, in order to make the
world more peaceful. But that’s not the true
strength of the country. The true strength
of the country is the heart and soul of our
citizens. Really think about what makes
America unique. It's the fact that we've got
millions of people who are willing to dedicate
their time to help somebody else. And | think
it's a remarkable part of our country and the
fabric of our country.

I also find it to be great that we have a
high school student who is willing to be a
soldier in the army of compassion, and that’s
Daniel. And so, Daniel, | want to thank you
for coming. | want to thank you for setting
the example. I want to thank you for serving
meals at the local soup kitchen. | want to
thank you for your participation in Habitat
for Humanity. | want to thank you for lend-
ing your talents to help some kid achieve his
or her dreams. Welcome, and thank you for
being a leader.

I like to tell people that the No Child Left
Behind Act was the most dramatic reforms
in public education in a generation. And
here’s why | think it is: First, inherent in the
law is the belief that every child can learn.
That sounds simple, doesn’t it? Sometimes,
if you think back to past practices in public
schools, that necessarily wasn't the attitude.
When you had a system that was just shuf-
fling kids through, it said to me that some
perhaps thought certain kids couldn’t learn,
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and therefore, the best thing to do was just
move them on.

If you believe every child can learn, if
you're willing to challenge the soft bigotry
of low expectations, then you want to know,
is it true that each child is learning? That’s
what you want to find out. A system which
measures progress for each child is a system
in which the inherent philosophy is, | believe
every child can learn.

If you don’t want to know, then you prob-
ably don'’t believe they can learn. If you do
want to know, then you have this sense of
high expectations for each child. And so for
the first time, the Federal Government said,
“In return for money from the Federal Gov-
ernment, we are now going to ask the ques-
tions, can a child read and write? Can a child
add and subtract?” For the first time, the
Federal Government got involved in edu-
cation in a different way. We expect results.
If you believe every child can learn, then you
shouldn’t fear that question, or those ques-
tions. You shouldn’t fear results.

People who believe that children can learn
say, “I want to be measured to show you that
I'm teaching every child. That's what | want
to show you. I'm a teacher because | love
children. I'm a teacher because I care about
the future. 1 want to show you. | want to
show you, the community and the taxpayers
and the moms and dads, that | can teach
and our children are learning.”

And so we changed the attitude of the
Federal Government toward just handing out
money. You know, I've heard all the debates
about accountability systems. |1 mean, you
hear it's discriminatory to measure. It is dis-
criminatory not to measure. It is pure dis-
crimination—it is discrimination not to meas-
ure, because guess who gets shuffled through
the system? Guess who just gets shoved
through? It's generally children whose par-
ents don’t have money. It's generally minor-
ity kids. We're just going to move them
through and hope they come out okay in the
end. Well, they don’t come out okay in the
end. We must focus early to make sure every
child can read and write and add and sub-
tract. The measurement system is the way
you save lives in America.

And so the Federal Government said not
only in return for money, you'll measure, we
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said we're going to disaggregate results.
That's a fancy word that says we want to
know whether or not Hispanic students are
learning, whether or not the African Amer-
ican students are learning. We want to know
if every child is learning; that’s what we want
to know. We want to take a look at every
single possible group of citizens to determine
whether or not we are meeting the high
standards that we believe so strongly in our
hearts.

So we’ve got a new system. And we’re put-
ting money behind what we said we would
do. The '04 request by the administration—
that's me—{[laughter]—is $53.1 billion for
the Elementary and Secondary School Act,
which, as you know, is where the majority
of Federal money comes from. That’s a sig-
nificant increase since | became the Presi-
dent of the United States. The Title I portion
of that title in the appropriations bill is $12.3
billion. That’s up 41 percent since | became
President of the United States. We're putting
money into the system.

We've got a brand new reading initiative
where we will have spent, since the No Child
Left Behind Act was passed, $1.2 billion for
reading instruction. By the way, we’re trying
to promote curriculum which actually works.
We want to make sure, if we spend money
on reading, that children learn to read. We
want to make sure as we spend money on
reading, teachers know how to teach that
which works. Part of that money went to
teacher training. Eight thousand Florida
teachers have now been retrained since the
law came into being. They're retrained on
curriculum which work. So the whole pur-
pose is to take Federal money and focus it
on Title I kids and on teachers and on read-
ing curriculum. It's to make sure we meet
the objective, make sure we meet the high
standards that we believe are necessary.

The money also, by the way, goes to help
children who could conceivably be left be-
hind. 1 was in Nashville, Tennessee, yester-
day at Kirkpatrick Elementary School. A part
of the monies I just described to you are used
for after-school tutoring programs. Those go
to a low-performing, low-performing schools,
low-income people. You don't get that money
here at Hyde Park because you're not a low-
performing school. But they still have after-
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school tutoring here. It's one of the reasons
why I think the children are doing well and
no child is being left behind here.

At Kirkpatrick School, a parent is notified
because the school district’s aggressive. They
reach out to parents. They say, “These op-
tions are available for your parents. Here’s
a list of providers, a specialist in reading and
math that are now available for your child
so that your child, at no cost, can get after-
school tutoring.” In other words, the No
Child Left Behind Act does hold people to
account, but it says that there are—we want
to help people out of mediocrity when we
find it. And there’s resources available pro-
viding incredibly important tutoring.

You know, one of the things | called for
yesterday was to make sure Governors and
superintendents make it very clear to parents
that, where applicable, that there is money
available for low-income tutoring, money
available for special focus, money available
to make sure that every child has an oppor-
tunity to succeed. As well, the system says
that after a period of time, if schools don't
improve, then a parent can send their child
to another public school or a charter school.
In other words, there’s different options
available to moms and dads. And that’s posi-
tive, and that’s helpful, and that’s healthy.

In order for parents to be involved—and
for that matter, citizens to be involved—they
have to be able to make informed decisions.
As Luce reminded me, he said, “Without
data, without facts, without information, the
discussions about public education mean that
a person is just another opinion.” In other
words, what we're interested in doing is lay-
ing out the facts for people to see so people
can make informed decisions.

And so, therefore, I'm going to describe
to you a really innovative plan that is being
produced by Tom and Eli and Standard &
Poor’s in conjunction with the Department
of Education. It's a $50-million plan, plus $5
million from the Federal Government, to
create a data bank for every citizen in the
country to access to determine how the
schools are doing all around the country.

It's an interesting opportunity, when you
think about it, certainly necessary for parents
in order for them to make an informed opin-
ion about their child. It will help principals
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determine whether or not the curriculum
their particular school is using works. It
should help teachers decide—know whether
or not what they’'re doing is working or not
working. It will make sure that best practices
is—becomes a integral part of the dialog all
throughout the school system.

You know, people say to me, “Well, we
can't have a measuring system because it's
going to be punitive.” Quite the contrary. A
measuring system is a useful tool. A meas-
uring system will allow people to know where
they stand relative to where they need to go.
You cannot solve a problem until you first
diagnose the problem. And that's exactly
what the accountability system that States de-
sign, not the Federal Government, is in-
tended to do.

You might hear us talk about, well, the
Federal Government told us to design a ac-
countability system, but we have to pay for
it. Not true. The Federal Government said—
in this case, we said, “You need to design
a system to show us whether or not you're
achieving objectives with all this money we’re
sending you. And, oh, by the way, here’s a
little extra money for you to design the sys-
tems so we can measure.”

So this month, we’re beginning a new pub-
lic/private effort that will post information
about test results and student achievement
on the Internet so all parents, all teachers,
can monitor progress of their local schools,
their schools relative to other schools in the
neighborhood, the schools relative to schools
from county to county. The program will help
States analyze the data, the test results, the
financial data, and other school information
required by the Federal act to be posted.

In other words, we're not only going to
measure, but an effective measurement sys-
tem is one that says, “Oh, by the way, here
are the results for everybody to see, not just
a few people, not just a planner here or
maybe a measurement expert there.” We
want full disclosure. We have nothing to hide
in America when it comes to results. As a
matter of fact, since the measurement sys-
tems is a tool to achieve that which we be-
lieve, which is every child can learn, there
needs to be full disclosure. It's an essential
part of developing trust in the public school
system. It's an essential part of making sure
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that the best practices are shared widely
across any particular school district or any
State. It is essential that parents have data
at their disposal.

I can assure you that a parent who under-
stands what’s going on is going to be a less
frustrated parent. The parent will be more
comfortable when there’s full disclosure
about the results and the progress toward the
standard of excellence that’s being made.

I mention the fact that there’s $50 million
from the private sector being put up. That's
where Eli came in. That’s an incredibly gen-
erous contribution to make, when you think
about it. I'll tell you why it's so generous,
is because the access to the Internet will be
at no cost. I mean, this is a man who said,
“How can | help public schools?” He said,
“l want to be an integral part of the account-
ability system nationwide.” And initially,
there will be 10 States up by the end of this
January. By the end of '04, every State will
be—have their results posted, school by
school, district by district, county by county,
all across the State.

If you're fixing to move from point X to
Florida—of course, that seems like what’s
happening, at least according to the Gov-
ernor, people are moving here and not mov-
ing out—you’ll be able to get on the Internet,
and you can determine whether the school
in your particular neighborhood, how it’s
faring relative to other schools. If you're a
teacher and you've got a cousin who is a
teacher, and they’re saying, “Well, our school
system in Tampa is a little better than it is
here in Jacksonville,” you can get on the
Internet to determine whether that’s the
case. [Laughter]

If you're a principal and you hear a school
is using a reading curriculum that seems to
make sense and you want to determine
whether or not it's working, you can get on.
And not only can you get on the system to
determine how that school is doing, you can
get on the system to determine whether or
not the reading curriculum is working for
Hispanic kids, African American kids, Anglo
kids.

In other words, this is full disclosure of
information, because we believe every child
can learn. We know that by using information
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correctly, every child’s problems can be ad-
dressed. And we know how essential it is that
every child does learn in America. The truth
of the matter is, we're talking about the fu-
ture of this country right now.

I mean, | spent a lot of time on the security
of our Nation, and | can assure you | will
continue spending time on the security of our
Nation. One aspect of that security is to deal
with people who hate America. It's to go get
them before they get us, and that’s what we’ll
continue to do. But when you really think
about it, when you put your mind to it, a
second aspect of the security of America is
to make sure every child is educated. Our
country—I'm talking about every aspect of
security, economic security, security of our
families. A hopeful America is what | believe
in and | know you believe in. A hopeful
America is an America in which each child
can read and write and add and subtract. A
hopeful America is where children say, “You
know, I'm going to get an education early,
and I'm going to go to college.” A hopeful
America is where people can dream and real-
ize their dreams because the education sys-
tem is fulfilling its promise.

America’s past has been defined by a pub-
lic school system that has met the needs of
a complex society. This No Child Left Be-
hind Act and the good work of our principals
and teachers and good cooperation and hard
work of Governors like Jeb Bush will mean
that the public school system in the future
will meet the needs of a complex society.
Working together, we’ll make sure that we
fulfill our promise to the future, and that is,
no child will be left behind in America.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
our country.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida; Mayor John Peyton of Jack-
sonville; Nancy Miller, principal, Hyde Park Ele-
mentary; John C. Fryer, superintendent, Duval
County Public Schools; and Kris Barnes, chair-
man, Duval County School Board.
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Presidential Determination on
Certification To Permit U.S.
Contributions to the International
Fund for Ireland With Fiscal Year
2002 and 2003 ESF Funds

September 9, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-34

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Certification to Permit U.S. Contributions to
the International Fund for Ireland with
Fiscal Year 2002 and 2003 ESF Funds

Consistent with section 5(c) of the Anglo-
Irish Agreement Support Act of 1986 (Public
Law 99-415), as amended by section 2811
of the Omnibus Consolidated and Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations Act,
1999 (as contained in Public Law 105-277),
| hereby certify that | am satisfied that: (1)
the Board of the International Fund for Ire-
land, as a whole, is broadly representative of
the interests of the communities in Ireland
and Northern Ireland; and (2) disbursements
from the International Fund for Ireland (a)
will be distributed to individuals and entities
whose practices are consistent with prin-
ciples of economic justice; and (b) will ad-
dress the needs of both communities in
Northern Ireland and will create employ-
ment opportunities in regions and commu-
nities of Northern Ireland suffering from
high rates of unemployment.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification, together with the
memorandum of justification prepared by my
Administration, to the Congress and to pub-
lish this certification in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida

September 9, 2003

Thanks for coming. Great to be back in
beautiful Fort Lauderdale. | appreciate so
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many folks showing up tonight, and I’'m hon-
ored to be introduced by a great Governor.
I’'m not surprised he’s so successful. We both
share the same political consultant—[laugh-
ter]—Mother. [Laughter]

This is a fantastic turnout, and I'm so hon-
ored you're here. What we're doing is laying
the framework and the foundation for what
will be a great victory in November of 2004.
| appreciate your contributions, but Jeb is
right. We’re going to count on you to ener-
gize the grassroots, to make the phone calls,
and to put up the signs. And when you go
to the coffee shop, you tell them that this
administration is committed to making sure
that our country is positive and hopeful and
optimistic for every single citizen who lives
in America.

There’s a lot of politics in the air, it seems
like. And I'm loosening up, and I'm getting
ready. The truth of the matter is, the political
season will come in its own time. I've got
a job to do. I've got a job to do on behalf
of the American people, and there’s a lot on
the agenda. But I will assure you, my admin-
istration will continue to work hard to earn
the confidence of all Americans by keeping
this Nation secure and strong and prosperous
and free.

I am sorry Laura didn't travel with me
today, not as sorry as you, probably. [Laugh-
ter] But | am really proud of Laura. She’s
a fabulous wife, great mom, and a terrific
First Lady for the United States of America.

I want to thank this cast of characters who
is on the stage with me tonight: my great
friend Al Hoffman, who is the honorary State
finance chair; Tom Petway, who is the State
finance cochair; Zach Zachariah, the State fi-
nance cochair; and my friend Jim Blosser,
who is the event chairman tonight. 1 want
to thank you guys for your hard work. Thank
you all.

Also, | want to thank my friend Mercer
Reynolds, the national finance chairman,
from Cincinnati, Ohio, who is taking a lot
of time off to make sure that this campaign
is well-funded. I appreciate members of the
statehouse who are here. Johnny Byrd, the
speaker of the house, is with us today. Other
members of the statehouse, State senators
are with us. | want to thank you all for com-
ing. Make sure you do what Brother says to
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do—T{laughter]—most of the time. [Laugh-
ter] I'm honored that our attorney general,
Charlie Crist, is with us today. | know we've
got local officials with us. | particularly want
to say thanks to the mayor, Jim Naugle of
Fort Lauderdale, and Oliver Parker, mayor
of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea.

But most of all, I want to thank you all
for coming. This is a big turnout. It makes
me feel pretty spunky to see this many peo-
ple out there.

In the last 2% years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems and not
pass them on to future Presidents and future
generations. | came to seize opportunities in-
stead of letting them slip away. This adminis-
tration is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists, coldblooded killers, declared
war on the United States of America, and
war is what they got. We have captured or
killed many key leaders of Al Qaida, and the
rest of them know we're on their trail. In
Afghanistan and Irag, we gave ultimatums to
terror regimes. Those regimes chose defi-
ance, and those regimes are no more. Think
about this: 50 million people who once lived
under tyranny in those two countries now live
in freedom, thanks to the United States of
America and our friends and allies.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no one
in the world can question the skill and the
strength and the spirit of the United States
military.

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then the attacks
came on our country, and we had scandals
in corporate America, and war. All affected
the people’s confidence. But we acted. We
passed tough new laws to hold corporate
criminals to account. And to get the economy
going again, | have twice led the United
States Congress to pass historic tax relief.

I know that when Americans have more
take-home pay to spend, to save, or to invest,
the whole economy grows and people are
more likely to find a job. I also know whose
money we spend in Washington, DC. We do
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not spend the Government’s money. We
spend the people’s money.

We're returning the money to the people
so they can better raise their families. We're
reducing taxes on dividends and capital gains
to encourage investment. We're giving small
businesses incentives to expand and, there-
fore, to hire new workers. With all these ac-
tions, we are laying the foundation for greater
prosperity and more jobs so that everybody
in America has a chance to realize the great
promise of our country.

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn’'t much action. So | acted. | called upon
the Congress to pass the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. And with a solid bipartisan major-
ity, we delivered the most dramatic edu-
cation reforms in a generation. We bring high
standards and strong accountability to every
public school in America. We are challenging
the soft bigotry of low expectations, because
we believe every child can learn the basics
of reading and math, and we insist that every
school teach the basics of reading and math.
In return for Federal money, we're now ask-
ing schools to show us whether or not chil-
dren are learning to read and write and add
and subtract. We're providing extra resources
to make sure that not one single child is left
behind in America.

We reorganized our Government to create
the Department of Homeland Security to
better guard our ports and borders and to
protect the American people. We passed
trade promotion authority to open up new
markets for Florida’s ranchers and farmers
and entrepreneurs and manufacturers. We
passed budget agreements to—so that we
have much-needed spending discipline in
Washington, DC. On issue after issue, this
administration has acted on principle. We
have kept our word, and we have made
progress for the American people.

The Congress gets a lot of credit. I'm
happy to work with Speaker Hastert and Sen-
ator Frist. We're working hard to change the
tone in Washington, to get rid of all the need-
less politics, to elevate the discourse, to focus
on results, so the people know we went to
the Nation’s Capital to serve our country.

And those are the kind of people who I've
attracted to my administration. | have put to-
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gether a fabulous team on behalf of the
American people, good, honorable, hard-
working, decent Americans. Our country has
had no finer Vice President than Dick Che-
ney. Mother may have a second opinion.
[Laughter]

In 2¥%2 years—2Y¥2 years, we've done a lot.
We have come far, but our work is only be-
ginning. | have set great goals worthy of a
great nation. First, America is committed to
expanding the realm of freedom and peace,
not only for our own security but for the ben-
efit of the world. And second, in our own
country, we must work for a society of pros-
perity and compassion so that every single
citizen has a chance to work and to succeed
and realize the American Dream. It is clear
that the future of peace and freedom depend
on the actions of America. This Nation is
freedom’s home. This Nation is freedom’s
defender. We welcome this charge of history,
and we are keeping it.

Our war on terror continues. The enemies
of freedom are not idle, and neither are we.
This country will not rest. We will not tire.
We will not stop until this danger to civiliza-
tion is removed. We are confronting that
danger in Irag, where Saddam Hussein hold-
outs and foreign terrorists are desperately
trying to throw Iraq into chaos by attacking
coalition forces, aid workers, and innocent
Iraqgis. They know that the advance of free-
dom in Irag would be a major defeat for their
cause of terror. The collection of killers is
trying to shake the will of the United States
of America and the civilized world. This
country will not be intimidated.

We are aggressively striking the terrorists
in Iraq. By defeating them there, we will not
have to face them on our own streets. We're
calling other nations to help Iraq build a free
country, which will make us all more secure.
We're standing with the Iraqi people as they
assume more of their own defense and move
toward self-government. These are not easy
tasks, but they are essential tasks. We will
finish what we have begun, and we will win
this essential victory in the war on terror.

Yet | understand that our greatest security
comes from the advance of human liberty,
because free nations do not support terror.
Free nations do not attack their neighbors.
And free nations do not threaten the world
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with weapons of mass terror. Americans be-
lieve that freedom is the deepest need and
hope of every human heart, and | believe
that freedom is the right of every person and
the future of every nation, including nations
like Cuba.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world. And
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
the continent of Africa, this great, strong,
compassionate Nation is now committed to
bringing the healing power of medicine to
millions of men and women and children
now suffering with AIDS. This great land is
leading the world in this incredibly important
work of human rescue.

We face challenges at home as well. And
our actions will prove that we are equal to
those challenges. So long as anybody who
wants to work cannot find a job, I will con-
tinue to work to create an environment that
emphasizes job growth.

As well, we must keep our duty and com-
mitment to America’s seniors by strength-
ening and modernizing Medicare. Congress
took historic action to improve the lives of
older Americans. For the first time since the
creation of Medicare, the House and the
Senate have passed reforms to increase
choices for our seniors and to provide cov-
erage for prescription drugs. It is now time
for the House and the Senate to iron out
their differences, to modernize Medicare,
not only for the seniors who are depending
upon Medicare today but for those of us who
will be depending upon Medicare tomorrow.
We have an obligation to the future of this
country.

For the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. | appre-
ciate Jeb’s leadership on this issue here in
the State of Florida. Listen, people who have
been harmed by a bad doctor of course de-
serve their day in court. The system should
not reward lawyers who are simply fishing
for rich settlements.

Because frivolous lawsuits drive up the
cost of health care, they affect the Federal
budget. Medical liability reform is a national
issue that requires a national solution. I have
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put out a good reform plan for medical liabil-
ity. The House acted. It is stuck in the Sen-
ate. Senators must understand, we need to
change the system. No one has ever been
healed in America because of a frivolous law-
suit.

I have a responsibility as President to make
sure the judicial system runs well, and | have
met that duty. | have nominated superb men
and women to the Federal courts, people
who will interpret the law, not legislate from
the bench. Some Members of the United
States Senate are trying to keep my nominees
off the bench by blocking up-or-down votes.
Every judicial nominee deserves a fair hear-
ing and an up-or-down vote on the floor of
the United States Senate. It is time for some
Members of the United States Senate to stop
playing politics with American justice.

Our Congress needs to complete work on
a comprehensive energy plan. It should be
clear to the Congress that we need to mod-
ernize our electricity grid. [Laughter] We
have put forth a plan to do so. We must pro-
mote energy efficiency and more conserva-
tion. We must use our technologies to dis-
cover new sources of energy. We must use
technology to find more energy here at home
in environmentally friendly ways. For the
sake of economic security and for the sake
of national security, this Nation must become
less dependent on foreign sources of energy.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. 1 will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism. We will apply the best
and most innovative ideas to the task of help-
ing our fellow citizens who hurt. There are
still millions of men and women who want
to end their dependence on Government and
become independent through hard work. We
must build on the success of welfare reform
to bring work and, therefore, dignity into the
lives of more of our fellow citizens.

Congress should complete the “Citizen
Service Act” so that more Americans can
serve their communities and their country.
And the Congress should reach agreement
on my Faith-Based Initiative to support the
armies of compassion, Christian, Jew, Hindu,
and Muslim, all of whom are serving our
country by mentoring children, by caring for
the homeless, and by offering hope to the
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addicted. Our Nation should not fear faith.
We should welcome faith into the compas-
sionate delivery of those who hurt.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence
and the dignity that come from ownership.
This administration will constantly strive to
promote an ownership society in America.
We want more people owning their own
home. We have a minority homeownership
gap in America, and | have submitted plans
to the United States Congress to close that
gap. We want more Americans owning and
managing their own health care accounts. We
want more Americans owning and managing
their own retirement accounts. We want
more Americans starting their own small
business, because we understand in the Bush
administration that when a person owns
something, he or she has a vital stake in the
future of our country.

In a compassionate society, people respect
one another, and they take responsibility for
the decisions they make. We're changing the
culture of America from one that has said,
“If it feels good, just go ahead and do it,”
and “If you've got a problem, blame some-
body else,” to a culture in which each of us
understands that we are responsible for the
decisions we make in life. If you're lucky
enough to be a mom or a dad, you're respon-
sible for loving your child with all your heart
and all your soul. If you're concerned about
the quality of the education in your commu-
nity, you’re responsible for doing something
about it. If you're a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, you are responsible for telling the truth
to your shareholders and your employees.
And in this new responsibility society, each
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor
just like we’d like to be loved ourself.

We can see the culture of service and the
culture of responsibility growing around us
here in America. It was right after 9/11/2001,
| started what's called the USA Freedom
Corps to encourage Americans to extend a
compassionate hand to a neighbor in need.
And the response has been great. Our faith-
based organizations are vibrant and strong.
Our charities are doing well here in America.
People understand the call to serve some-
thing greater than yourself in life, just like
our policemen and firefighters and people
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who wear our Nation’s uniform. Once again,
the children of America believe in heroes,
because they see them every day. And in
these challenging times, the world has seen
the resolve and the courage of America. And
I've been privileged to see the compassion
and the character of the American people.

All the tests of the last 22 years have come
to the right nation. We're a strong country,
and we use our strength to defend the peace.
We're an optimistic country, confident in
ourselves and in ideals better than ourselves.
Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations by
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift
up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And
we know that for our country and for our
cause, the best days lie ahead.

Thank you for coming. May God bless.

NoTEe: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Pier Sixty-Six. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; and Charlie
Crist, Florida State attorney general.

Presidential Determination With
Respect to Foreign Governments’
Efforts Regarding Trafficking in
Persons

September 9, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-35

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination with
Respect to Foreign Governments’ Efforts
Regarding Trafficking in Persons

Consistent with section 110 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (Divi-
sion A of Public Law 106-386) (the “Act”),
| hereby:

Make the determination provided in sec-
tion 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act, with respect
to Burma, Cuba, Liberia, North Korea, and
Sudan, not to provide certain funding for
those countries’ governments for fiscal year
2004, until such a government complies with
the minimum standards or makes significant
efforts to bring itself into compliance, as may
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be determined by the Secretary of State in
a report to the Congress pursuant to section
110(b) of the Act;

Make the determination provided in sec-
tion 110(d)(3) of the Act, concerning the de-
terminations of the Secretary of State with
respect to Belize, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
the Dominican Republic, Georgia, Greece,
Haiti, Kazakhstan, Suriname, Turkey, and
Uzbekistan;

Determine, consistent with  section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to Liberia,
that provision to Liberia of the multilateral
assistance described in section 110(d)(1)(B)
of the Act would promote the purposes of
the Act or is otherwise in the national interest
of the United States; and

Determine, consistent with  section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to Sudan
for all programs, projects, or activities of as-
sistance as may be necessary to implement
a peace accord, that provision to Sudan of
the multilateral assistance described in sec-
tion 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act for such pro-
grams, projects, or activities would promote
the purposes of the Act or is otherwise in
the national interest of the United States.

The certification required by section
110(e) of the Act is provided herewith.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this determination to the Congress,
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2003]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 10, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 15.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Sabah of Kuwait and
an Exchange With Reporters

September 10, 2003

The President. A couple of questions.
First, we’ll have a couple of statements.

It's my honor and honor of senior mem-
bers of my administration to welcome you,
sir, to the Oval Office. Kuwait is a steady
and strong friend of the United States. |
thank you for your friendship.
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This country led a vast coalition to make
the world more secure and more peaceful,
and Kuwait was steadfast in your support of
our common desire to respect human life,
to promote peace, and | want to thank you
for that very much. We called upon you to
make some difficult choices, and you made
those choices, and the world is better off as
a result of the decisions your Government
made. So it's my honor to welcome you here,
sir, today.

Prime Minister Sabah. | would like to
take this opportunity to thank the President,
and thank you, Mr. President, for this invita-
tion and for asking us to come here. | believe
that the discussions that | had with you were
frank discussions, and they were discussions
between friends, people who are friends and
allies together.

I would like to assure you that this friend-
ship and the alliance between our two coun-
tries and our two peoples will continue. And
it will not be limited to the official Govern-
ment levels, but it will be also, and continue
to be, between the people. This relationship
will continue to exist because we strongly be-
lieve that it's in the interest of the peoples
in both countries as well as the region.

Once again, Mr. President, thank you, sir,
for this invitation.

The President. Mr. Prime Minister.

Terry [Terry Hunt, Associated Press].

PLO Prime-Minister-Designate Ahmed
Korei

Q. Mr. President, what’s your evaluation
of the new Palestinian Prime Minister? Do
you think he’s someone that you'll be able
to work with as well as you were able to work
with Mr. Mahmoud Abbas?

The President. Well, time will tell. I still
believe strongly that two states living side by
side in peace is a hopeful vision for the future
of the Middle East. The roadmap is still
there. The fundamental question is whether
or not people, peaceful people, will be on
the road.

And one of the essential tenets of the road-
map is that people are responsible, parties
need to be responsible for creating the condi-
tions necessary for peace to prevail. Probably
the most—the most important condition for
peace to prevail is for all parties to fight off
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terror, to dismantle organizations whose in-
tent is to destroy the vision of peace.

And the Prime-Minister-designee—I un-
derstand he accepted the position minutes
ago—the question is, will he be confirmed
by his—Parliament? And his job is, if he's
interested in a two-state solution, is to con-
solidate power within his administration, to
get the security forces under control—all se-
curity forces—and then to unleash those se-
curity forces against killers. And we can make
progress if that's the case.

But the Prime Minister and | discussed
this subject. He made a very interesting
point, that nations need to cut off funding
to terrorist groups. And | appreciated that
very much. In other words, that’s part of the
responsibility. Israel, of course, has got re-
sponsibility not only to protect her people
but to create the conditions necessary for
those in the Palestinian Authority who do be-
lieve in peace, who do believe in the vision,
to prevail.

And so it's tough times there now, and we
mourn the loss of innocent life. But the vision
is still there, because | strongly believe it’s
in the interest of everybody that two states
live side by side in peace.

Would you care to call on somebody from
the press?

Kuwait

Q. Mr. President, what do you expect from
Kuwait, to play a role in the future in peace
and the future of Iraq? And how do you view
this visit and Kuwait as an ally to the United
States?

The President. Well, this is a very impor-
tant visit, because it gives me a chance to
publicly offer my sincere thanks to an impor-
tant leader in the Oval Office. Secondly, we
did discuss our mutual responsibilities to pro-
mote peace. | assured the Prime Minister
that this country would stay in Iraq to fulfill
our promise to lIraqi citizens who are des-
perate for peace and for the chance to suc-
ceed.

The Prime Minister said that he appre-
ciated our commitment; he was glad to be
reassured that we will finish the job and said
he’d be willing to help. And | appreciate that.
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Our friendship is one where we're able to
have mutual but frank discussions, and we
will continue our discussions over lunch. And
I am grateful for his presence and his willing-
ness to talk frankly about issues that relate
to our future.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

New U.N. Resolution on Iraq

Q. Given the French and German opposi-
tion, how are you going to get a new U.N.
resolution on lIrag? Are you willing to con-
cede any control to the U.N.?

The President. Oh, | think that—we're
hopeful we can get a good resolution. We're
in consultations now. | think it's in
everybody’s interest that Iraq be free and be
peaceful. And we will continue to work
through issues. 1 don't think they're opposed
to the resolution. I think you're putting words
in their mouth that—they may want to fine-
tune a resolution, and we're—listen, we're
open for suggestions.

But what is necessary is, however, to trust
the Iragi people to—the Governing Council
to come up with a timetable for elections.
They're making good progress there now.
They've got ministers in charge of key parts
of the country. They are beginning to put
in place the timetable necessary for the writ-
ing of a constitution. And there will be free
elections. And that ought to be decided by
the Governing Council. These are people
who know full well how best to move Iraq
forward.

And we’ll work with all parties involved.
My call, however, to nations is, is that let
us not get caught up in past bickering. Let
us move forward. A free lIraq is in
everybody’s interest. A peaceful Iraq is in the
world’s interest. And I'm confident we can
work together to achieve that. The Secretary
of State will be going around the world urg-
ing people to make serious contributions, and
I will, once again, make that plea. We expect
and hope that our friends contribute to the
reconstruction of Irag. It is in your interest
that you do so.

Final question, Dick—Stretch [Richard
Keil, Bloomberg News].
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Funding for Iraq and Domestic Programs

Q. Mr. President, the $87 billion you say
will be needed for peacekeeping in Iraq ac-
counts for roughly a fifth of the domestic dis-
cretionary spending next year. Realistically,
sir, how can you do that and hold the line
on domestic programs without gutting those
programs? Can you really have one——

The President. Of course, we can do—
first of all, the $87 billion, it's important to
spend that money. It's in our national interest
that we spend it. A free and peaceful Iraq
will save this country money in the long term.
It's important to get it done now.

And yes, | also believe the 4-percent dis-
cretionary—increase in discretionary spend-
ing number | sent up to Congress makes
sense. Somebody—I heard somebody say,
“Well, what we need to do is have a tax in-
crease to pay for this.” That’s an absurd no-
tion. You don't raise taxes when an economy
is recovering. Matter of fact, lower taxes will
help enhance economic recovery. We want
our people going back to work. We've got
good momentum now in our economy. We
don’t want to destroy that momentum.

But the $87 billion is worth it. And I look
forward to working with Congress to get that
number completed and get the job done.

Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to former Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. Prime
Minister Sabah spoke in Arabic, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at the Federal Bureau of
Investigation Academy in Quantico,
Virginia

September 10, 2003

The President. Thanks a lot. Please be
seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. I'm
proud to visit the FBI Academy here at
Quantico, where so much hard and essential
work in the war on terror goes on.

The FBI Academy, new agents who risk
their lives to keep America safe learn their
craft. In forensics lab, experts examine vital
evidence that leads to victory against terror.
In the engineering research facility, special-
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ists apply the latest technology to fight crime
and terror. You do a terrific job for the Amer-
ican people, and I'm here to tell you our Na-
tion is grateful.

Quantico is also known as the “crossroad
of the Corps”"——

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. ——since so many Ma-
rines pass through the Marine Corps Univer-
sity here. I'm sure it’s just a coincidence that
Quantico, population 561 fine souls, is said
to have the highest number of barber
shops—[laughter]—per capita than any town
in the Nation. What strikes me, it looks like
all those barbers specialize in one kind of
haircut. [Laughter]

I appreciate the men and women who
wear our Nation’s uniform. The Marines
make us proud. | appreciate the men and
women from the Department of Homeland
Security who are with us today. You've been
given a great responsibility, and you're car-
rying it out with focus and professionalism.

I want to thank the DEA agents who are
with us today. By working to keep drug
money from financing terror, you're playing
an important part of this war. I also thank
the first-responders from the nearby commu-
nities who are with us today. You're the ones
Americans count on in times of emergency,
and you do not let us down.

The lives of every person here were
changed by the events of September the
11th, 2001. You felt the anger and the sense
of loss that day. You stood ready to serve
your country in a time of need. And each
of you now has a part in protecting America
against the threats of a new era.

For 2 years, this Nation has been on the
offensive against global terror networks,
overseas and at home. We've taken unprece-
dented, effective measures to protect this
homeland. Yet, our Nation has more to do.
We will never be complacent. We will defend
our people, and we will win this war.

I appreciate the Attorney General being
here today. | picked a good man, who's doing
a fine job on behalf of all Americans, when
I picked John Ashcroft to be the Attorney
General of the United States.
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I appreciate my friend Tom Ridge. See,
we were both Governors at one time, so |
got to know him as the Governor of a rel-
atively small State—([laughter]—Pennsyl-
vania. He did a great job as Governor. He’s
been given an enormous task to reorganize
our Government. I'm proud that he’s taken
on the Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security. I'm proud of the job he’s
doing on behalf of America.

I'm also honored to be up here with Bob
Mueller, who is the head of the FBI. He was
just recounting what it was like to go to the
Marine Corps University—a couple of dec-
ades ago. [Laughter] A proud Marine then,
he’s now proud to run the FBI. He knows
what | know: Our Nation is fortunate to have
such fine men and women work for the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.

| appreciate John Gordon being up here.
He’s the Homeland Security Adviser, works
right there in the White House. | meet with
him every single day. He’s got good, sound
judgment and good advice. I'm honored that
Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis is with us
today. Congresswoman, we're glad you're
here. Thank you for coming today. | appre-
ciate Dwight Adams, who is the Director of
the FBI Laboratory. He just gave me a fine
tour. It's pretty sophisticated facilities. I ap-
preciate the chance to see it.

Tomorrow, America will mark a sad anni-
versary. The memories of September 11th
will never leave us. We will not forget the
burning towers and the last phone calls and
the smoke over Arlington. We will not forget
the rescuers who ran toward danger and the
passengers who rushed the hijackers. We will
not forget the men and women who went
to work on a typical day and never came
home. We will not forget the death of school-
children who were on a school trip.

And we will never forget the servants of
evil who plotted the attacks. And we will
never forget those who rejoiced at our grief
and our mourning.

America honors and remembers the names
of all victims. And tomorrow, some families
will be thinking of one name in particular,
a person they still love and deeply miss. The
prayers of our whole Nation are with the
families of the lost who feel a grief that does
not end.
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Tomorrow’s anniversary is a time for re-
membrance. Yet history asked more than
memory. The attacks on this Nation revealed
the intentions of a determined and ruthless
enemy that still plots against our people. The
forces of global terror cannot be appeased,
and they cannot be ignored. They must be
hunted; they must be found; and they will
be defeated. We will not wait for further at-
tacks on innocent Americans. The best way
to protect the American people is to stay on
the offensive, to stay on the offensive at home
and to stay on the offensive overseas.

And that is what this country is doing.
We've undertaken a global campaign against
terrorist networks. We're going after the ter-
rorists wherever they hide and wherever they
plan. We will keep them on the run. We'll
bring them to justice. We have made clear
the doctrine that says, “If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide a
terrorist, you're just as guilty as the terror-
ists.” We're holding regimes accountable for
harboring and supporting terror.

We're determined to prevent terrorist net-
works from gaining weapons of mass destruc-
tion. We're committed to spreading democ-
racy and tolerance and freedom in the Mid-
dle East, to replace the hatred and bitterness
with progress and hope and peace.

These 24 months have been a time of
progress against the enemy. Terrorists have
lost their training camps in Afghanistan. They
lost the protection of the Taliban. Al Qaida
has lost nearly two-thirds of its known lead-
ers. They've either been captured or they've
been killed. Terror networks have lost access
to some $200 million, which we have frozen
or seized in more than 1,400 terrorist ac-
counts around the world. The terrorists have
lost a sponsor in Irag. And no terrorist net-
works will ever gain weapons of mass de-
struction from Saddam Hussein’s regime.
That regime is no more.

Now we are engaged in other essential
missions in the war on terrorism. We're help-
ing the Afghan people to build free institu-
tions after years of oppression. We're work-
ing with the Iraqi people to build a new home
for freedom and democracy at the heart of
the Middle East. The spread of freedom is
one of the keys to the victory against terror.
The Middle East will either be a place of
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increasing hope or a place of a bitterness and
violence that exports terrorism—exports ter-
rorism to America or other Nations. By re-
moving the tyrants who support terror and
by ending the hopelessness that feeds terror,
we are helping the people of the Middle
East, and we're strengthening the security of
America.

The terrorists understand what is at stake.
They understand that the advance of free-
dom will discredit their cause, and they know
that the advance of freedom will isolate them
from sources of support. That is why Saddam
holdouts and foreign terrorists are des-
perately trying to throw Irag into chaos by
attacking our forces, by killing aid workers,
by destroying innocent Iragis. This collection
of killers is desperately trying to shake the
will of the civilized world. But America will
not be intimidated.

We are following a clear strategy with
three objectives: We're going to destroy the
terrorists; we'll enlist the support for a free
Irag—international support for a free Irag;
and we’ll quickly transfer authority to the
Iraqi people. We're aggressively striking the
terrorists in Iraq with great troops. We're
using better intelligence, because we know
when we defeat them there, we won’t have
to face them in our own country.

We're calling on other nations to help
Iraqgis build a free nation, which will make
us all more secure. We're helping the Iragi
people assume more of their own defense
and move toward self-government. | recog-
nize these are not easy tasks, but they're es-
sential tasks. And this country will do what
is ever necessary to win this victory in the
war on terror.

As we wage this war abroad, we must re-
member where it began, here on our home-
land. In this new kind of war, the enemy’s
objective is to strike us on our own territory
and make our people live in fear. This danger
places all of you, every person here and the
people you work with, on the frontlines of
the war on terror.

Our methods for fighting this war at home
are very different from those we use abroad.
Yet our strategy is the same: We're on the
offensive against terror; we're determined to
stop the enemy before they can strike our
people.
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Every morning | am briefed from the lat-
est information on the threats to our country,
and those threats are real. The enemy is
wounded but still resourceful and actively re-
cruiting and still dangerous. We cannot af-
ford a moment of complacency. Yet, as you
know, we've taken extraordinary measures
these past 2 years to protect America. And
we're making progress. There are solid re-
sults that we can report to the American peo-
ple.

We have shut down phony charities that
serve as fronts for terrorists. We've thwarted
terrorists in Buffalo and Seattle, in Portland,
Detroit, North Carolina, and Tampa, Florida.
More than 260 suspected terrorists have
been charged in United States courts; more
than 140 have already been convicted.

We're making progress because we have
got skilled professionals on the job, and we've
got a clear strategy. We reorganized our Gov-
ernment to enhance our strategy, and we set
three national objectives for homeland secu-
rity: One, to prevent attacks on America; to
reduce our vulnerabilities; and to prepare for
any attack that might come.

Under Director Mueller, the FBI is trans-
forming itself to face the new threats of our
time. Instead of just investigating past
crimes, the agency is now dedicated to pre-
venting future attacks. Since September the
11th, the share of FBI resources dedicating
to fighting terror has more than doubled. The
agency remains fully committed to its tradi-
tional law enforcement duties. Yet now the
FBI is better at analyzing threats and sharing
more information with other agencies at
every level of Government. The FBI, much
to the chagrin of the enemy, is fully engaged
on the war on terror. America is proud of
your efforts.

To make our antiterror efforts more effec-
tive, we established the Terrorism Threat In-
tegration Center to merge and analyze in a
single place all the vital intelligence on global
terror from across our Government. We're
doing a better job of talking to each other.
The left hand now knows what the right hand
is doing. We're gathering intelligence and
preparing the homeland and the people in
charge of protecting the homeland with the
best information we can possibly find.
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We also have merged 22 Federal agencies
into the Department of Homeland Security.
Employees of DHS go to work every day with
a single overriding responsibility, to make
America more secure. Secretary Ridge and
his team have done a fine job in getting the
difficult work of organizing the Department,
and we appreciate your service to America
as well.

DHS has spearheaded a massive overhaul
of security at America’s airports. Some
48,000 professional screeners, employed and
supervised by the Transportation Security
Administration, are now on the job across
America. With new equipment, we're now
screening every bag that goes to every air-
plane. The cockpit doors of every large pas-
senger airplane that flies in the United States
have been hardened. Thousands of Federal
air marshals are flying on commercial flights.
We're determined to protect Americans who
travel by plane and to prevent those planes
from being used as weapons against the
American people.

The Department of Homeland Security is
focused on making the border more secure.
Our Smart Border strategy uses technology
and background checks to allow law-abiding
travelers to cross the border, while officials
concentrate on possible threats. We've im-
proved the entry process. People coming into
the United States will soon be met by a single
uniformed officer, rather than the separate
officials from Customs, Agricultural, and Im-
migration.

Working with the State Department, DHS
is doing a better job of screening visa appli-
cants and keeping track of short-term visitors
while they’re in our country. America will re-
main a welcoming society. We welcome fami-
lies and tourists, students and business peo-
ple from other countries. But our border
must be closed to criminals and terrorists.

Since September the 11th, 2001, America
has made the largest commitment to securing
our seaports since World War 1l. In these
2 years, the Coast Guard, which is now part
of the Department of Homeland Security,
has conducted more than 124,000 port secu-
rity patrols, more than 13,300 air patrols, and
has boarded more than 92,000 vessels. DHS
now requires electronic advance cargo mani-
fests from ships 24 hours before containers
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are loaded onto ships, giving officials time
to check for potential dangers. We're enforc-
ing tough rules that require ports and vessels
and facilities to upgrade their security. This
Nation is determined to protect our ports
from all the threats around the world.

We're determined as well to reduce the
vulnerabilities of our Nation’s infrastructure.
The Department of Homeland Security is
working closely with State and local govern-
ments to identify key vulnerabilities in our
communications systems, our power grids,
and our transportation networks, and we're
taking action to protect them. DHS has es-
tablished a National Cyber Security Division
to examine cybersecurity incidents, to track
attacks, and to coordinate nationwide re-
sponses. DHS is also helping the operators
of chemical facilities improve security. We're
working on Congress—with Congress on
new legislation that establishes uniform
standards for security of chemical sites.

Even with all these measures, there is no
such thing as perfect security in a vast and
free country. So all levels of government
must be prepared to respond quickly and ef-
fectively to any emergency. In responding to
most incidents, local officials such as fire-
fighters will be the first on the scene. Amer-
ica’s first-responders need to be well-
equipped, and they need to be well-trained.

The Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to help, and we’re meeting that respon-
sibility. We've committed nearly $8 billion
over the past 2 years to better equip and train
our State and local first-responders and hos-
pitals and laboratories. | proposed more than
5 billion more for the coming fiscal year.
We're spending this money wisely, 1 want
you to know. We're targeting resources
where they're needed, where they’ll do the
most good.

An effective response system requires ef-
fective communications. You know that.
First-responders know what I'm talking
about. So we're upgrading communication
systems all across the country to make sure
that people from all agencies, at all levels of
government, can talk to one another in crisis.

We're making a special effort to prepare
for the possibility of a biological or chemical
attack. We've improved our ability to quickly
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detect such attacks if they occur. We've en-
larged the strategic national stockpile of
drugs and vaccines and medical supplies. We
now have on hand, for instance, enough
smallpox vaccine to immunize every Amer-
ican in the case of an emergency.

Earlier this year, | proposed Project Bio-
Shield which will speed the development of
new vaccines and treatments for biological
agents that could be used in a terrorist attack.
The Senate needs to act on this important
measure. The House has acted, and | appre-
ciate their action. For the sake of national
security, the Senate needs to pass Project
BioShield.

Since September the 11th, this Nation has
been unrelenting in the work on protecting
the homeland. And we’ll stay that way. That’s
our duty. That's our job. We accept the re-
sponsibility.

Across our Government, there’s a new
spirit, sense of mission. In our country,
Americans are volunteering to help, and 1
want to thank them for that. For example,
they’re volunteering their expertise in the
Citizen Corps efforts to help local commu-
nities prepare for emergencies. And | appre-
ciate the bipartisan efforts in Congress to
prepare our country and to give law enforce-
ment officials the tools they need.

Almost 2 years ago, | signed the USA Pa-
triot Act. That essential law, supported by
a large bipartisan majority in the Congress,
tore down the walls that blocked America’s
intelligence and law enforcement officials
from sharing intelligence. It enabled our
team to talk to each other, to better prepare
against an enemy which hates us because of
what we love, freedom.

The Patriot Act imposed tough new pen-
alties on terrorists and those who support
them. But as the fight against terrorists pro-
gressed, we have found areas where more
help is required. Under current Federal law,
there are unreasonable obstacles to inves-
tigating and prosecuting terrorism, obstacles
that don’t exist when law enforcement offi-
cials are going after embezzlers or drug traf-
fickers. For the sake of the American people,
Congress should change the law and give law
enforcement officials the same tools they
have to fight terror that they have to fight
other crime.
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Here’s some examples. Administrative
subpoenas, which enable law enforcement
officials to obtain certain records quickly, are
critical to many investigations. They're used
in a wide range of criminal and civil matters,
including health care fraud and child abuse
cases. Yet, incredibly enough, in terrorism
cases, where speed is often of the essence,
officials lack the authority to use administra-
tive subpoenas. If we can use these sub-
poenas to catch crooked doctors, the Con-
gress should allow law enforcement officials
to use them in catching terrorists.

Today, people charged with certain
crimes, including some drug offenses, are not
eligible for bail. But terrorist-related crimes
are not on that list. Suspected terrorists could
be released, free to leave the country or
worse, before the trial. This disparity in the
law makes no sense. If dangerous drug deal-
ers can be held without bail in this way, Con-
gress should allow for the same treatment
for accused terrorists.

Let me give you another example. Under
existing law, the death penalty applies to
many serious crimes that result in death, in-
cluding sexual abuse and certain drug-related
offenses. Some terrorist crimes that result in
death do not qualify for capital punishment.
Sabotaging a defense installation or a nuclear
facility in a way that takes innocent life does
not carry the Federal death penalty. This
kind of technicality should never protect ter-
rorists from the ultimate justice.

These and other measures have long been
on the books for other crimes. They have
been tested by time, affirmed by the court,
and what we are proposing, they are fully
consistent with the United States Constitu-
tion.

Members of the Congress agree that we
need to close the loopholes—not every
Member, but a lot of them agree with that.
People in law enforcement are counting on
Congress to follow through. We're asking a
lot of these folks out here. You need to have
every tool at your disposal to be able to do
your job on behalf of the American people.
The House and the Senate have a responsi-
bility to act quickly on these matters. Untie
the hands of our law enforcement officials
so they can fight and win the war against
terror.
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Two years ago, this Nation saw the face
of a new enemy. We discovered that there
is no safety behind vast oceans. For our own
safety, we resolve to take the battle to the
enemy. America is making progress on every
front—every front—in this war. For that
progress, we know who to thank. We thank
the men and women who wear our Nation’s
uniform. We thank their families. We thank
our intelligence officers. We thank every
branch of law enforcement. We thank our
first-responders.

All of you may serve on different fronts,
but you're serving in the same war. | don’t
know how long this war will go on, but I
do know this: However long it takes, this Na-
tion will prevail.

May God bless you all. Thank you all very
much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Dwight E. Adams, Assist-
ant Director, Laboratory Division, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Irag. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of
Edward Teller

September 10, 2003

Edward Teller was a tireless patriot and
great American who devoted much of his life
to making Americans more secure. During
his life, Dr. Teller received honors including
the National Medal of Science and, in July,
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. His no-
table contributions to the security of our Na-
tion will not be forgotten. Laura joins me
in sending condolences to his family.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Certain Terrorist Attacks

September 10, 2003

Consistent with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency | declared on September 14, 2001, in
Proclamation 7463, with respect to the ter-

1195

rorist attacks at the World Trade Center,
New York, New York, and the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of fur-
ther attacks on the United States.

By Executive Order 13223 of September
14, 2001, and Executive Order 13253 of Jan-
uary 16, 2002, | delegated authority to the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Transportation to order members of the Re-
serve Components to active duty and to
waive certain statutory military personnel re-
quirements. By Executive Order 13235 of
November 16, 2001, | delegated authority to
the Secretary of Defense to exercise certain
emergency construction authority. By Execu-
tive Order 13286 of February 28, 2003, |
transferred the authority delegated to the
Secretary of Transportation in Executive
Order 13223 to the Secretary of Homeland
Security.

Because the terrorist threat continues, the
national emergency declared on September
14, 2001, and the measures taken on Sep-
tember 14, 2001, November 16, 2001, and
January 16, 2002, to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 14, 2003. Therefore, | am continuing
in effect for an additional year the national
emergency | declared on September 14,
2001, with respect to the terrorist threat.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 10, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 11, 2003]

NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on September 12.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Certain
Terrorist Attacks

September 10, 2003
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
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the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a natice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, |
have sent to the Federal Register the en-
closed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks
on the United States of September 11, 2001,
is to continue in effect for an additional year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, | have
determined that it is necessary to continue
in effect after September 14, 2003, the na-
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist
threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 10, 2003.

Remarks on the Anniversary of
September 11

September 11, 2003

Today our Nation remembers—we re-
member a sad and terrible day, September
the 11th, 2001. We remember lives lost. We
remember the heroic deeds. We remember
the compassion and the decency of our fellow
citizens on that terrible day.

Also, today is a day of prayer. We pray
for the husbands and wives and moms and
dads and sons and daughters and loved ones
of those who still grieve and hurt. We pray
for strength and wisdom. We thank God for
the many blessings of this Nation, and we
ask His blessings on those who especially
hurt today.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. to jour-
nalists at St. John’s Episcopal Church. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.
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Remarks on the Anniversary of
September 11 and an Exchange With
Reporters

September 11, 2003

The President. This morning, we had a
chance to go to a church service to remember
the victims and pray for their families, the
victims of 9/11/2001. Today—this afternoon,
Laura and I are here to thank the brave souls
who got wounded in the war on terror, peo-
ple who were willing to sacrifice in order to
make sure that attacks such as September
the 11th don’t happen again.

I want to thank the staff of Walter Reed,
the docs and the nurses and the caregivers,
the people who look after the families, for
enabling me to say to our fellow citizens that
when somebody gets hurt, somebody who
wears our uniform gets injured, they get the
absolute best care as quickly as possible. 1
was able to pin the Purple Heart on a num-
ber of people upstairs. | was able to hug their
parents and thank them. I'm just so grateful
that our country has got people who are will-
ing to serve in a cause greater than them-
selves.

I'll answer a couple of questions, and then
I’ve got to go.

Usama bin Laden Tape

Q. Sir, does this new bin Laden tape con-
cernyou at all?

The President. First of all, they're ana-
lyzing it. Secondly, his tape reminds us that
the war on terror goes on. As well, his rhet-
oric is trying to intimidate and, you know,
create fear. And he’s not going to intimidate
America. We are at war because of what he
and his fellow killers decided to do 2 years
ago today. And we will stay at war until we
have achieved our objective, the dismantle-
ment of terrorist organizations.

And it just reminds us of the duty we have
got to do. And I say “we,” my administration
and all who serve our country, our duty is
to protect our fellow citizens from people like
bin Laden.

War on Terror

Q. Mr. President, people are reminded of
what happened 2 years ago—think about
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what’s happened in the past 2 years. What
can you say to them to make them feel like
this won’t happen again, that there won't be
another——

The President. Yes. Well, | can just tell
them—people that, first of all, we have—
we're slowly but surely dismantling Al Qaida.
We are not only destroying terrorist training
camps, cutting off their money; we're either
killing or capturing a lot of their leadership.

And as | told the American people right
after September the 11th, 2001, this would
be a different kind of war, and this would
be a long war. And we’re fighting this war
on a lot of fronts, the major front of which
is now in Irag. And we're making steady
progress toward achieving our objective, and
we will continue to make progress. You can't
negotiate with these people. You can't try to
talk sense to these people. The only way to
deal with them is to find them and bring
them to justice, and that’s what the United
States—and a lot of other countries working
with the United States—will continue to do.

U.N. Resolution on Iraq

Q. Sir, are we any closer to getting a U.N.
resolution?

The President. Colin is going to be over-
seas starting tomorrow and over the week-
end, and we'll see when he comes back. But
the key thing for the United Nations resolu-
tion is that it will hopefully encourage other
nations to participate. And | think other na-
tions have an obligation to participate. A free
Irag will be in their Nation’s benefit. 1t will
make the world more peaceful and more se-
cure. And a free Iraq in the heart of the Mid-
dle East will make it more easy for us to
not only secure America and other free na-
tions but will make it easier for there to be
peace in the long run.

And therefore, | would hope that nations
would participate, and to the extent that
some nations need an additional United Na-
tions resolution, this could be helpful in en-
couraging international participation. But
Colin is sitting down with other foreign min-
isters from the Perm 5 as well as Kofi Annan,
starting tomorrow.

Okay, well, thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. at the
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. In his re-
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marks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell; and Secretary-General
Kofi Annan of the United Nations. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks to Military Personnel and
Families at Fort Stewart, Georgia

September 12, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for the warm welcome. It's a fine day
here in Georgia. Of course, the Governor
told me every day is a fine day in Georgia.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. It's a great day to visit the
soldiers and the families of the 3d Infantry
Division and to visit Fort Stewart. When |
came here in February of 2001, it was my
first—one of my first official trips, my first
visit to an Army post as Commander in Chief,
and my first chance as President to say:
Hooah!

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. Since we last met, soldiers
of the 3d Infantry Division have fought in
Afghanistan and have hunted terrorists in
Pakistan; you've launched the coalition offen-
sive into lIraq, defeated the enemy in Najaf;
you took the Saddam Hussein International
Airport and seized his palaces; and you led
the fighting into Baghdad the day the statue
of the dictator was pulled down.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. Following that day of lib-
eration, 3d ID soldiers have helped the Iraqi
people to recover from years of oppression,
to begin the work of building a free Iraq.
Two months ago, the Sergeant Major of the
Army, Jack Tilley, spoke to the 3d ID troops
in Fallujah. He said this—he said, “Be proud
of who you are. Stand up straight. You made
history.” As Commander in Chief, | second
those words. You made history. You've made
our Nation proud. And you have earned the
Presidential Unit Citation.

After a long deployment, the 3d ID is now
home. America is grateful for your devoted
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service in hard conditions. America is grate-
ful to the men and women right here on this
base who supported your mission.

And we're especially grateful to our mili-
tary families. 1 know it has been a tough 9
months for Fort Stewart families. But you've
been loyal and patient, and you've looked out
for one another. | want to thank you for the
support you've given to your loved ones.
Thank for the love of your country. Our Na-
tion is grateful.

I want to thank General Blount for inviting
me here today. I told him, I said he’s a pretty
eloquent speaker for a good warrior. [Laugh-
ter] | appreciate General Ellis, good to see
him again today, the commander of U.S.
Forces Command.

I’'m honored to be traveling with two fine
United States Senators, Senator Zell Miller
and Senator Saxby Chambliss of the great
State of Georgia, strong supporters of the
United States military. As well, we traveled
down with Jack Kingston and Max Burns, two
fine Members of the House of Representa-
tives. As well, they are strong supporters of
the United States military.

Of course, | already mentioned the Gov-
ernor once. He said, “Every day is a beautiful
day in Georgia.” I'm proud to be with him.
He’s a good friend, solid American.

I also am pleased to be here with Brigadier
General Joe Riojas, assistant division com-
mander; Bob Caslen—Colonel Caslen, assist-
ant division commander; Colonel Larry
Burch; Colonel John Kidd; Sergeant Major
Kellman; and Captain Vern Tubbs. | want
to thank you all very much for bringing me
here today. It's an honor to be here.

Two-and-a-half years ago—or 2 years ago,
this Nation came under enemy attack. Two
years ago yesterday we were attacked. On a
single morning, we suffered the highest cas-
ualties on our own soil since the Civil War.
America saw the face of a new adversary, an
enemy that plots in secret, an enemy that
rejects the rules of war, an enemy that re-
joices in the murder of the innocent. We
made a pledge that day, and we have kept
it: We are bringing the guilty to justice; we
are taking the fight to the enemy.

In this new kind of war, America has fol-
lowed a new strategy. We are not waiting for
further attacks on our citizens. We are strik-
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ing our enemies before they can strike us
again. As all of you know, wars are fought
on the offensive. The war on terror will be
won on the offensive, and America and our
friends are staying on the offensive. We're
rolling back the terrorist threat not on the
fringes of its influence but at the heart of
its power.

In Afghanistan, America and our broad co-
alition acted against a regime that harbored
Al Qaida and ruled by terror. We've sent a
message that is now understood throughout
the world: If you harbor a terrorist, if you
support a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist,
you're just as guilty as the terrorists. And the
Taliban found out what we meant. Thanks
to our men and women in uniform, Afghani-
stan is no longer a haven for terror, and as
aresult, the people of America are safer from
attack.

We are hunting the Al Qaida terrorists
wherever they still hide, from Pakistan to the
Philippines to the Horn of Africa. And we’re
making good progress. Nearly two-thirds of
Al Qaida’s known leaders have been captured
or killed. The rest of them are dangerous,
but the rest of them can be certain we're
on their trail. Our resolve is firm. The resolve
of this Nation is clear: No matter how long
it takes, we will bring justice to those who
plot against America.

And we have pursued the war on terror
in Irag. Our coalition enforced the demands
of the U.N. Security Council in one of the
swiftest and most humane military campaigns
in history. Because of our military, cata-
strophic weapons will no longer be in the
hands of a reckless dictator. Because of our
military, Middle Eastern countries no longer
fear subversion and attack by Saddam Hus-
sein. Because of our military, the torture
chambers in Iraq are closed, and people who
speak their minds need not fear execution.
Because of our military, the people of Iraq
are free.

Now we're working with the Iragi people
to build a decent and democratic society, a
country that is an example of peace, not an
exporter of violence. This undertaking is dif-
ficult, and it is costly. Yet it is worthy of our
country, and it is critical to our security.
You've seen how Saddam holdouts and for-
eign terrorists are desperately—desperately
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trying to undermine Irag’s progress and to
throw that country into chaos. You know,
they understand that a free Iraq will be free
of them, free of assassins and torturers and
secret police. As democracy and freedom rise
in Iraq, their ambitions will fall just like the
statues of Saddam Hussein.

The terrorists have a strategic goal. They
want America to leave Iraq before our work
is done. You see, they believe their attacks
on our people and on innocent people will
shake the will of the United States and the
civilized world. They believe America will
run from a challenge. They don’'t know us
very well.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. They're mistaken. Iraq is
now the central front in the war on terror.
This Nation will complete our work, and we
will win this essential victory.

The people of our military have faced
many hardships in Irag, and you faced them
with courage. You know the names of some
who fought for our country and didn’t come
home, who died in the line of duty. You re-
member them as comrades and friends. This
Nation will remember them for their unself-
ish courage, for their sacrifice in a time of
danger to America. We honor their memory.
We pray for God’s comfort on their family
and loved ones.

All who serve understand what this fight
is about. Our military is confronting terrorists
in Irag and Afghanistan and in other places,
so that our people will not have to confront
terrorist violence in our own cities.

Our strategy in lIraq has three objectives.
First, we are destroying the terrorists by swift
and decisive action. We continue to launch
raids against these enemies. We're rounding
them up. We're seizing their weapons. And
as for the leaders of the former regime, we're
working our way through the famous deck
of cards. The Iragi people are helping with
critical leads, and with each new capture the
word gets out.

In a letter home this summer, an American
soldier described the following scene in
Baghdad after two of those cards were dealt
with. He wrote: “The whole city was erupting
in gunfire. There were tracer rounds flying
through the air all over. Everyone was hyped
to the max. Then we got the call over the
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radio. It was celebration fire because we
caught Saddam’s sons.” Altogether, 42 of the
55 most wanted former Iragi leaders have
been captured or killed. It's a matter of time
for the rest of them.

Our second objective is to bring in other
nations to help Iraq build a free country;
that’ll make the world more secure. Already
two multinational divisions—perhaps you
saw brothers and sisters in combat when you
were in Irag—divisions led by the Brits and
the Poles, they're sharing responsibilities
with us. And we thank all the nations who
have contributed.

It's time for others to join us. Tomorrow
Secretary Powell will be in Geneva, con-
sulting with friends and allies and the officials
of the United Nations. He'll carry a message:
No free nation can be neutral in the fight
between civilization and chaos. Terrorists in
Iraq have attacked representatives of the civ-
ilized world, and opposing them and defeat-
ing them must be the cause of the civilized
world.

Our third goal is to encourage the orderly
transfer of sovereignty and authority to the
Iraqi people. We're helping to train Iraqgi civil
defense forces and police and border guards.
In these and other roles, some 60,000 Iraqis
are now helping to secure their country.
Irag’s new Governing Council represents the
nation’s diverse groups. Ninety percent of
the communities have local councils. In
Baghdad, a new city council is at work, cho-
sen by all the neighborhoods in the cities.
In the months ahead, the Iraqis will be draft-
ing a new constitution, and this will prepare
the way for elections. With our help, and with
the great strength of its own people, Iraq is
getting rid of the days of dictatorship and
terror and is moving toward a future of sta-
bility and freedom. And life is returning to
normal for a lot of the citizens in Irag.

The day the regime fell, only 30 percent
of the hospitals in Irag were functioning.
Now almost every hospital in Irag is open.
America and our coalition have provided
more than 22 million doses of vaccine to over
4 million children and a million pregnant
women. We're refurbishing more than 1,000
schools in Irag.

One school in Baghdad is called the Hiba
School. It was founded by a woman named



1200

Sarahiah, for children with Down syndrome.
The old regime gave the Hiba School no
help. You see, Down syndrome children
were viewed as hopeless and useless. By now
a unit of American soldiers has—but now a
unit of American soldiers has taken the Hiba
School under its wing. They've been col-
lecting donations from home to pay for sup-
plies and clothing for the children and sala-
ries for the teachers. The effort has been led
by Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer of the 1st Ar-
mored Division. He’s got a special interest.
You see, his own son, Samuel, has Down syn-
drome.

Sarahiah calls Colonel Bowyer “our first
friend and our best friend.” And in the Hiba
School, the Iraqi children have put up a pic-
ture of Sam Bowyer on the wall to thank
him—to thank his dad, to thank our country.

See, the Iraqgi people are coming to know
the kind of men and women we've sent to
liberate their country. In your courage and
in your compassion, the people of our Armed
Forces represent the best of American char-
acter.

When | addressed the Nation a few nights
ago from the White House, | read a letter
I'd received from an Army captain serving
in Baghdad. Some of you know him. You gave
him a pretty good seat here today—Captain
Vern Tubbs. He wrote about his pride in
serving a just cause and about the deep de-
sire for Iraqis for liberty. “I see it,” he said,
“in the eyes of a hungry people every day
here. They're starved for freedom and oppor-
tunity.” Captain Tubbs and all of you have
helped put Irag on the path to freedom and
opportunity. And every man, woman, and
child in Iraq can be certain of this: The old
regime is gone, and the regime is never com-
ing back.

As America carries out its strategy for se-
curity and reconstruction, we need the re-
sources to do the job in Irag. Soon | will
send Congress a request for additional
money we need to keep our commitments.
In this time of challenge of America, as we
ask so much of our military, we in Govern-
ment have a solemn responsibility to give you
every tool you need to achieve victory.
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This base and all of you serving here are
critical to the defense of the United States.
You've shown that, once again, by enduring
a long deployment and performing brilliantly
every day under difficult and dangerous cir-
cumstances, that you're worthy of the task,
and you're worthy of our trust. Our whole
Nation has been reminded that we can never
take our military for granted. 1 will keep our
military strong.

This was the message of another President,
John F. Kennedy, when he visited Fort Stew-
art in 1962 and spoke to the troops on Dono-
van Field. President Kennedy said this: “Re-
gardless of how persistent our diplomacy may
be in activities stretching all around the
globe, in the final analysis it rests upon the
power of the United States, and that power
rests upon the will and courage of our citi-
zens and upon you in this field.” Soldiers and
families of Fort Stewart, those words are still
true today. Peace and America’s security de-
pends on you.

In meeting the dangers of a new era, the
world looks to America for leadership. And
America counts on the men and women who
have stepped forward as volunteers in the
cause of freedom.

I want to thank you all for your good serv-
ice. Thank you for the credit and honor you
bring to our country every day. May God
bless you. May God bless your families, and
may God continue to bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. at Trent
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Sonny
Perdue of Georgia; Gen. Larry R. Ellis, USA,
commanding general, U.S. Army Forces Com-
mand; Gen. Buford C. Blount 111, USA, com-
manding general, Brig. Gen. Jose D. Riojas, USA,
assistant division commander, Col. Robert L.
Caslen, USA, assistant division commander, Col.
Glenn L. Burch, USA, chief of staff, Col. John
M. Kidd, USA, garrison commander, and Sgt.
Maj. Julian A. Kellman, USA, division command
sergeant major, 3d Infantry Division, Fort Stewart
and Hunter Army Airfield; former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; former President Hussein’s
sons, Uday and Qusay, who were killed July 22
by U.S. military forces in Mosul, Iraq; and Lt.
Col. Richard Bowyer, USA, 1st Armored Division.
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Remarks at a Luncheon for
Gubernatorial Candidate Haley
Barbour in Jackson, Mississippi

September 12, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks
for coming. I'm glad to be back in Mis-
sissippi. | thank the warm welcome for a
former Texas Governor who's proud to be
on stage with the future Mississippi Gov-
ernor. I'm here to remind the good people
of this State, Republican, Demaocrat, or inde-
pendent, if they're interested in good govern-
ment, if they want somebody to call upon
the best of Mississippi, if they’re interested
in every person being able to achieve their
dreams in this State, they need to elect Haley
Barbour as the Governor of Mississippi.

I like his slogan: Mississippi can do better.
It says when he’s your Governor, he’ll have
an optimistic outlook for all the people of
this State. He believes in high standards and
raising that bar. He believes in the vast
human potential of Mississippi. There’s no
doubt in my mind that when you elect Haley
Barbour as Governor of Mississippi, Mis-
sissippi will do better.

And | know him. This isn’t just your typical
hot air. [Laughter] | know him well. He re-
counted some of our history. We've been
friends for a long time. So when 1 say, for
example, he believes in personal responsi-
bility, I know he believes that way. And when
he says he’s going to focus on education to
make sure no child is left behind in Mis-
sissippi, | know he believes that.

Haley has served at the highest levels of
Government, but let me assure you of one
thing: Whether it was in my conversations
with him in Washington, DC, or in Austin,
Texas, he always talked about Yazoo City.
[Laughter] It is safe to say he never forgot
his roots. No, there’s no doubt in my mind
this good man can do the job. If the people
of this State give him a chance, they’re going
to realize that he’s going to call upon the
best of Mississippi.

He and I share something else in common.
We both married above ourselves. [Laugh-
ter] I'm proud to be on stage with Marsha,
had a chance to say hello to Sterling and
Reeves. My only advice to those boys was,
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listen to your mother. [Laughter] I'm still lis-
tening to mine.

Laura sends her love. She sends her love
not only to Haley and Marsha; she sends her
very best to many of our friends out here
today. She is a fabulous wife, by the way,
and a great First Lady for America.

Speaking about a guy who married well,
Senator Lott is with us. [Laughter] Tricia and
Trent are really good friends of Laura and
mine. We both love our country, and we both
love Scottish terriers. [Laughter] Let me tell
you something about Trent: Mississippi is
really, really lucky to have him as a United
States Senator.

You've got some pretty good Congress-
men, too. I'm proud to call Roger Wicker
and Chip Pickering friends. These guys are
doing a great job on behalf of this State. It's
great to see Chip and his beautiful wife
today. | do want you to do me a favor, if
you don’t mind, a little personal privilege
from the President. I hope you give your dad
my best, Judge Charles Pickering. 1 nomi-
nated him to a higher court because I believe
in his character. | trust his judicial philos-
ophy. He's a man who will interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench. Some Senators
are playing politics with American justice.
They did this man and this country a dis-
service. It is time for some on the Senate
floor to stop playing politics with people like
Charles Pickering’s good hame.

There’s a lot of people here hoping Haley
runs good at the top of the ticket, starting
with the Lieutenant Governor, Amy Tuck.
I’'m proud to have welcomed her to the Oval
Office the other day. It is—along with Travis
Little—they were up there to, oh, get a pic-
ture or two taken. [Laughter] But it was good
to talk to Amy again. | had the honor of wel-
coming her to the Republican Party. | appre-
ciate the courage of your decision, Amy, and
| appreciate your willingness to lead. Thank
you for being here. Of course, | did meet
Senator Little.

I also want to thank State auditor Phil Bry-
ant for being here. | want to thank the—
thank you, Phil. | appreciate Mike Retzer,
my long-time friend, for working hard for the
Bush-Cheney campaign. There is another
election around the corner one of these days.
We'll be back. [Laughter]
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I also know you've got some candidates
here running, and | always like to mention
candidates who have decided to take on the
task of a statewide race, because it's not an
easy job. It's not easy to ask your family to
run—have to ask your family to join you in
running. But we've got Julio Del Castillo
here, who's the candidate for secretary of
state. We've got Scott Newton, the candidate
for attorney general. We've got Max Phillips,
the candidate for agriculture commissioner.
And we've got Tate Reeves, the candidate
for treasurer. Thank you all for running, |
hope you help them.

It's good to see your former Governor,
Kirk Fordice, here today. Kirk, good to see
you, sir.

I want to thank Jim Herring, the chairman
of the Mississippi Republican Party, for his
hard work. And | want to thank all the folks
involved with grassroots politics here in Mis-
sissippi. | want to thank Cindy Phillips, who
is the national committeewoman, as well.

Finally, there is a special fellow here that
my family has known for a long time. He’s
a really great American, great fellow from
Mississippi. Laura and | occasionally slide
across the street there in Washington, DC,
to go to church at the little St. John’s Church
in Lafayette Square. One of our favorite
things when we get to church is to shake
hands and to say hello to one of the special
Americans, and that's my friend Sonny Mont-
gomery. It looks like they still remember you
here, Sonny. [Laughter]

I first want to thank you for your gen-
erosity but remind you that there is more
to do in the campaign for an important race
like Governor. You've got to turn out the
vote. You've got to go to your coffee shops
and tell the people that may not be quite
as interested in politics as you are that there’s
a lot at stake for Mississippi. When they’re
just about to sip that coffee, you tell them
that Haley Barbour has got a clear vision for
the future of this State. He’s not going to
win it on his looks alone. [Laughter] He’s
going to win it because he cares about peo-
ple.

See, when he hears somebody is looking
for a job, it bothers him. If somebody is look-
ing for a job and can’t find work, it means
you've got a problem here in Mississippi.
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That's the way | feel about the Nation. He
and | share a philosophy: The role of Govern-
ment is not to create wealth; the role of Gov-
ernment is to create an environment in which
entrepreneurship can flourish, in which small
businesses can grow to be big businesses.
And that’s why, for example, in Washington,
I worked with the Congress to pass tax relief.
When the economy goes slow, if you let peo-
ple have more of their own money, they're
likely to demand a good or a service.

Haley understands that. He understands
whose money we spend in Government.
We're not spending the Government’s
money. We're spending the people’s money,
and you better have you a Governor who un-
derstands that when he gets you elected to
represent this great State.

This economy is beginning to pick up a
little steam, but there are still some citizens
who hurt. So long as they're hurting, we've
got to keep creating an environment for eco-
nomic growth. It will be important to have
a Governor in Mississippi who understands
that fiscal discipline is necessary at the State
capital. If you're interested in job creation,
Government has got to be fiscally disciplined.
If you're interested in job creation, you've
got to put policy in place that encourages
small-business growth. After all, most small
businesses—most new jobs are created by
small businesses in America. Haley has got
a plan. He’s got good ideas. He comes with
the right philosophy, and he’s got a plan to
create jobs here in Mississippi. For the peo-
ple in Mississippi who are interested in job
creation, the right man for the job is Haley
Barbour.

By the way, one way to make sure this is
a good State in which to create jobs is to
have a Governor who's willing to take off
the—take on the plaintiffs’ attorneys and
fight for real, meaningful litigation reform.
You don't want it said that the fastest growth
industry in your State is the plaintiffs’ bar.
That's not good for attracting industry and
creating jobs. You don’'t want the greatest
wealth accumulation in any State to be in
the hands of plaintiffs’ attorneys. You need
to get you a Governor who understands that,
who's tough enough to stand up to the special
interests that oftentimes dominate State poli-
tics, is willing to look those in the eye who
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are trying to ruin the condition for job cre-
ation, who are running your doctors out of
your State, look them in the eye and say, “I
demand that we have reasonable tort reform
in the State of Mississippi,” and that man
is Haley Barbour.

Last time | came to your beautiful State,
| was here because | was worried about docs
getting run out of Mississippi. I'll never for-
get meeting with the guy from the Delta. It
was a fellow, he came down from the north.
He heard a call. He’s what you might call
a faith-based doctor, practicing real medi-
cine, but he was motivated by faith to help
people who hurt, a fantastic person. The guy
never grew up in Mississippi but heard there
was a need for health care in this State, so
he came here. He wanted to give of his time
and talents so somebody might live a better
life.

And he told me the stories about what it's
like to live in a State where the system isn’t
fair anymore, where the lawyers have pushed
too far. And he left your State of Mississippi
because the premiums went up too high. You
lost a good heart in your State because the
system is awry. You need you a Governor
who understands that health care must be
accessible and affordable, a Governor that
when he says he’s going to get you medical
liability reform, will get you real medical li-
ability reform, not only for the sake of the
docs but, more importantly, for the sake of
the people who need good health care. Haley
Barbour is that Governor.

In order for this State to reach its full po-
tential, you need to have a Governor who
understands the number one priority of any
State is the education of the children of that
State. Haley understands that. We passed
good law in Washington, DC. It’s an inter-
esting change of attitude for the Nation’s
Capital. It used to be we just passed out
money in Washington. And we're pretty good
at that, by the way. But now we've said, if
you're going to receive money for education
purposes and elementary and secondary act
money and Title 1 money within that title,
is now we expect to see whether or not the
children are learning to read and write and
add and subtract.

See, the State of Mississippi needs a Gov-
ernor, just like our country needed a Presi-
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dent, that was willing to challenge the soft
bigotry of low expectations. When you lower
the bar, you get bad results. If you believe
certain children can’t learn, you'll have a sys-
tem that just shuffles the kids through. If you
believe it’s impossible to teach a certain type
of child, guess what'’s going to happen? That
type of child will never learn.

I believe every child can learn. | believe
it's in the reach with every State and every
school to teach the basics. And therefore, in
return for Federal money, | expect the basics
to be taught. And | want to thank Senator
Lott and the Congressman here who stood
with me on that important initiative. Now,
in return for Federal money, States must
show people whether or not our children are
learning to read and write and add and sub-
tract. If you believe they can learn, then you
want to know. If you believe that the best
can happen, then we want to see. We don'’t
want somebody to theorize whether it's hap-
pening. We want concrete proof. And if it’s
not happening, we will use the measurement
systems not as a way to punish the good
teachers, but to correct the situation.

Haley Barbour agrees with that philos-
ophy. He believes about raising the bar. He
believes, support the teachers. But most of
all, he knows that we must correct problems
early, before they're too late, to make sure
that not one single child gets left behind in
the State of Mississippi.

I appreciate the fact that Haley under-
stands that there are people who hurt in Mis-
sissippi; there are people who are lonely and
addicted, people who are homeless, and peo-
ple who are hungry. He also understands
what | know, that the Government can hand
out money, but it cannot put hope in people’s
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s lives.
That's done when a loving soul puts their arm
around somebody who hurts and says, “I love
you. What can | do to help you?”

The true strength of this country is the
hearts and souls of the American people.
That's our strength. And the job of people
in positions of responsibility is to rally that
spirit. That's why the Faith-Based Initiative
that | proposed in Washington is so vital. It's
an initiative that Haley fully understands. It's
an initiative that he wants to get started here.
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Listen, there are great programs that come
out of Government, and sometimes they
work, and sometimes they don’t. But we
ought to use all avenues, all our strengths,
to achieve the common goal that everybody
feels the great hope of America. When we
find somebody who'’s lonely and addicted on
drugs, we ought not to fear a faith-based pro-
gram’s involvement with that person. You
see, sometimes it takes a change of heart to
change a habit. And when we find effective
programs based upon faith, Government at
the Federal level and State level should not
fear faith, we should welcome faith into the
important delivery of human services to peo-
ple who hurt.

I had a chance to talk to Haley on Air
Force One coming down. He came over to
Fort Stewart, and | thought it might be okay
if 1 shared some thoughts on the war on ter-
ror. So | think I will. I was in Fort Stewart;
it's the home of the 3d Infantry Division.
They're the troops who took it up the west
side, from the south of Iraq to free Baghdad.
What an honor it is to stand up in front of
fantastically brave troops and to thank them
on behalf of a grateful nation.

It's important for me to continue to do
this because this Nation still remains at war.
It's a different kind of war. You saw how dif-
ferent it was on September the 11th, 2001.
Instead of armies marching across plains or
Air Forces bombing Pearl Harbor, we were
attacked by coldblooded killers who took our
own assets and flew them into the buildings
without regard to the nature of the victim.
These people didn't care if they were young
kids, women, men—no such thing in their
mind as innocent or guilt. They’re interested
in one thing, death.

On that day, this country decided that no
matter how long it took, we would find those
who would inflict harm upon America and
bring them to justice. | will never forget the
lessons of September the 11th, 2001, so long
as | am your President. | have a solemn duty
to protect America, and we’re making
progress. We're slowly but surely bring the
Al Qaida Killers to justice. | remind people
that over two-thirds of the known operatives
and leaders are either dead or captured. And
I can assure you, we're after the rest of them.
No matter how long it takes, no matter what
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the cost, we will bring those who harmed
America and want to harm America to jus-
tice. We owe it to future generations of
Americans. We owe it to the peace and secu-
rity of the world to use our strength to find
the killers.

Therapy will not work with these kind of
people. Treaties make no sense. There’s only
one thing: Get them before they get us, to
stay on the offensive.

Right after September the 11th, | laid out
a new American doctrine that said, “If you
harbor a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if
you house a terrorist, you're just as guilty as
the terrorists.” And the Taliban found out
what the United States of America meant.
Not only were we able to destroy terrorist
training camps and cut off support for these
killers when we routed the Taliban out of
Afghanistan, but we did something even—
as important: Young girls now go to school
for the first time, because the Taliban is no
more. Girls go to school, thanks to the might
of the United States of America.

And that’s important, because we believe
everybody matters. We believe every life is
precious. We believe and know that freedom
is not America’s gift to the world; it is the
Almighty’s gift to every individual in the
world. And we've brought freedom to the
people of Irag in a military operation that
was one of the swiftest and most humane
military operations in history. We rid the
world of Saddam Hussein, and we freed mil-
lions of people in Iragq. There are no more
torture chambers in Irag. There will be no
more mass graves in Irag. Schools are—the
hospitals are now opened. Schools are flour-
ishing. And one thing is for certain: Terrorist
groups will no longer find support in Iraq,
and terrorist groups will not ever be able to
get weapons of mass destruction in lIraq be-
cause Saddam Hussein is no more.

But | understand this, that in order to
make sure America is secure in the long run
and the world is more peaceful, we must
spread freedom. Free people don't attack
their neighbors. Free people don’'t develop
weapons of mass destruction. The truth of
the matter is, the greatest security for Amer-
ica in the long term is the spread of liberty.
And that’s why it's so important in the heart
of the Middle East that we establish a free
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society in Irag. It is so important that we
succeed. And that’s why | went to the Nation
the other night and asked for a significant
amount of money from the United States
Congress to fund the efforts necessary to
make Iraq secure and free and peaceful. The
money we spend today to achieve this incred-
ibly important objective will be money that
others don’t have to spend in future years.
We would rather win our war against terror
in Iraq than to fight them here on the streets
of America. And we must succeed in making
sure that freedom takes hold in that impor-
tant part of the world.

There is no doubt in my mind America
will prevail. See, | understand the country
pretty well. 1 know the people of America.
We are resolved, and we are strong, and
we're plenty tough when we have to be
tough. The truth of the matter is, this is a
country as well that’s got a great heart, great
generosity. Not only are we going to work
hard here in Mississippi and other places to
make sure promise is available and hope is
available for everybody, ours is a nation that
is willing to lead the world in the incredibly
important work of human rescue. We're
going to provide medicine to millions of men
and women and children suffering from
AIDS on the continent of Africa.

See, that’s the spirit of the country. That’s
the country we are. We believe in freedom
for everybody. We believe in hope. We be-
lieve in opportunity. And when we see suf-
fering, we will not turn our back.

I believe that when you find somebody
good and honorable, you give him a chance
to represent you. In this State, you've found
a man that's good and honorable. The guy
has got the experience to do the job, a fellow
that when he picks up the phone, the Presi-
dent might just go ahead and answer it.
[Laughter] It's a man who will represent you
with class. He'll call upon the best of this
State. This is a man who is serving for the
right reason: He believes in serving some-
thing greater than himself in life. And that
man is your next Governor, Mr. Haley
Barbour. Thank you for supporting him.

God bless, and God bless America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. at the
Mississippi Coliseum. In his remarks, he referred
to Marsha Barbour, wife of Haley Barbour, and
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their sons Sterling and Reeves; Tricia Lott, wife
of Sen. Trent Lott; Leisha Pickering, wife of Rep.
Charles W. “Chip” Pickering, Jr.; Mississippi State
Senator Travis L. Little; former Rep. G.V.
“Sonny” Montgomery of Mississippi; Judge
Charles W. Pickering, Sr., whose nomination to
be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit failed
on March 14, 2002, when the Senate Judiciary
Committee refused to send it forward for a vote
by the Senate; Mike Retzer, treasurer, Republican
National Committee; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Irag.

Statement on the Death of
Johnny Cash

September 12, 2003

Johnny Cash was a music legend and
American icon whose career spanned dec-
ades and genres. His resonant voice and
human compassion reached the hearts and
souls of generations, and he will be missed.
Laura joins me in sending our thoughts and
prayers to his family.

Memorandum on Continuation of
the Exercise of Certain Authorities
Under the Trading With the Enemy
Act

September 12, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-36

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Continuation of the Exercise of
Certain Authorities Under the Trading with
the Enemy Act

Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95-
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note),
and a previous determination on September
13, 2002 (67 Fed. Reg. 58681), the exercise
of certain authorities under the Trading with
the Enemy Act is scheduled to terminate on
September 14, 2003.

I hereby determine that the continuation
for 1 year of the exercise of those authorities
with respect to the applicable countries is in
the national interest of the United States.

Therefore, consistent with the authority
vested in me by section 101(b) of Public Law
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95-223, | continue for 1 year, until Sep-
tember 14, 2004, the exercise of those au-
thorities with respect to countries affected
by:
(1) the Foreign Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 500;
(2) the Transaction Control Regulations,
31 C.F.R. part 505; and
(3) the Cuban Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 515.
The Secretary of the Treasury is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:44 p.m., September 15, 2003]

NoTe: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on September 16.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Amendments to the FY 2004 Budget

September 12, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to the FY 2004 Budget
for the Departments of Agriculture, Home-
land Security, and Housing and Urban De-
velopment, as well as the Corps of Engineers.

These amendments would not change the
total pending Presidential Request for FY
2004. However, they would adjust upward
the total discretionary budget authority re-
quested by $0.9 billion, bringing the total dis-
cretionary funding agreed to by the Adminis-
tration and the Congress to $785.6 billion.
This increase in discretionary funding is fully
offset by a corresponding decrease in manda-
tory funding. All other proposals are assumed
to be funded within this constraint.

This transmittal also contains FY 2004
budget amendments for the Legislative
Branch and FY 2003 supplemental proposals
for the Judicial Branch. As a matter of com-
ity, appropriations requests of the Legislative
and Judicial Branches are commonly trans-
mitted without change.
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The details of these proposals are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTe: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 6

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

September 7

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC. Later,
they attended a White House tee-ball game
on the South Lawn.

September 8

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone  conversation  with  President
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland to discuss
the situations in Iraq and the Middle East
and the war on terror. Later, he had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Later in the morning, in an Oval Office
ceremony, the President received diplomatic
credentials from Ambassadors Mikhail M.
Khvostov of Belarus, Abdoulaye Diop of
Mali, Raul Gangotena Rivadeneira of Ecua-
dor, Jose Octavio Bordon of Argentina,
Rastislav Kacer of the Slovak Republic, Evan
Jeremy Paki of Papua New Guinea, Barbara
Joyce Masekela of South Africa, Juri Luik of
Estonia, and Sir David Manning of the
United Kingdom.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Nashville, TN, where he toured the Tutoring
Center at Kirkpatrick Elementary School.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President
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Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan to discuss the
upcoming World Trade Organization (WTO)
ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexico,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India
to discuss the upcoming WTO meeting and
a potential United Nations Security Council
resolution on Iraq, and President Thabo
Mbeki of South Africa to discuss the upcom-
ing WTO meeting.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his designation
of Robert D. McCallum, Jr., as Acting Dep-
uty Attorney General.

September 9

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Jack-
sonville, FL, where he participated in a brief-
ing on educational tools available to parents
and teachers at Hyde Park Elementary
School.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roger Walton Ferguson, Jr., to be
Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ben S. Bernanke to be a member
of the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System for the Sixth District.

September 10

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and then met with Secretary
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. Later, he
met with the Dalai Lama of Tibet to discuss
Tibetan-Chinese relations.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Prime Minister Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir
Al Sabah of Kuwait, following their meeting
in the Oval Office. Later, he traveled to
Quantico, VA, where he toured the FBI lab-
oratory.

In the evening, at the White House, the
President hosted a dinner and screening of
“Twin Towers,” a documentary film on the
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
on September 11, 2001.
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September 11

In the morning, at St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Washington, DC, the President
and Mrs. Bush attended a prayer service
commemorating the September 11 terrorist
attacks. Later, on the South Lawn, they ob-
served a moment of silence with Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney and Mrs. Cheney and
White House staff for victims of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks.

Later in the morning, the President had
an intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President went to
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where
he visited U.S. military personnel injured in
Iraq and their family members. He also pre-
sented Purple Heart awards to some per-
sonnel.

The White House announced that the
President will host King Abdullah Il and
Queen Rania of Jordan at Camp David, MD,
on September 18-19.

September 12

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Fort
Stewart, GA. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had a telephone conversation
with President Nestor Kirchner of Argentina
to discuss the International Monetary Fund
agreement that was reached earlier in the
week. He also had a telephone conversation
with Prime Minister Goran Persson of Swe-
den to extend his condolences concerning
the death of Swedish Foreign Minister Anna
Lindh. Also en route, he met with Senators
Zell Miller and Saxby Chambliss and Rep-
resentatives Jack Kingston and Max Burns of
Georgia.

In the afternoon, at Fort Stewart, the
President presented the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation to the 3d Infantry Division of the U.S.
Army.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Jackson, MS. Later, he traveled to
Houston, TX, where he participated in the
10th anniversary celebration for the Power
Center.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Camp David, MD.

The White House announced that the
President will visit the United Nations in
New York on September 23-24 to address
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the General Assembly on the opening day
of the General Debate, and that he will meet
with U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
Foreign Minister Julian Hunte of Saint
Lucia, who is the incoming General Assem-
bly President, and other foreign leaders.

The White House announced that the
President will host President Mwai Kibaki of
Kenya for a state visit on October 6.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert L. Crandall, Louis S.
Thompson, and Floyd Hall to be members
of the Amtrak Reform Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gracia M. Hillman and Raymondo
Martinez 111 to be members of the Election
Assistance Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Wayne Anderson to be As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior for Indian
Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate W. Robert Pearson to be Director
General of Foreign Service, and to appoint
him as Chairman of the Board of the Foreign
Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Read Van de Water to be a mem-
ber of the National Mediation Board.

The President declared a major disaster in
Vermont and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding on
July 21 through August 18.

The President declared a major disaster in
New Hampshire and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms and flood-
ing on July 21 through August 18.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.
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Submitted September 10

Ben S. Bernanke,
of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
for a term of 14 years from February 1, 2004
(reappointment).

Roger Walton Ferguson, Jr.,

of Massachusetts, to be Vice Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System for a term of 4 years (reappointment).

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 6

Statement by the Press Secretary: Prime
Minister Abbas’ Submission of His Resigna-
tion

Released September 7

Excerpts of the President’s address to the
Nation on the war on terror

Advance text of the President’s address to
the Nation on the war on terror

Fact sheet: White House South Lawn Tee
Ball
Released September 8

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Fact sheet: Request for Additional FY 2004
Funding for the War on Terror

Released September 9

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Released September 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan
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Statement by the Press Secretary: Presi-
dential Determination Regarding the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act for 2003

Statement by Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with His Holiness, the XIV
Dalai Lama

Released September 11

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
King Abdullah Il and Queen Rania of Jordan

Statement by the Press Secretary on the mur-
der of Swedish Foreign Minister Anna Lindh

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Western District of Kentucky

Released September 12

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan
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Statement by the Press Secretary: State Visit
by President Kibaki of Kenya

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Bush To Participate in the 58th United Na-
tions General Assembly

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Vermont

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to New Hampshire

Acts Approved
by the President

NoTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.



