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hard work of the American people. During
Small Business Week, we celebrate the en-
trepreneurs and business people who create
goods, services, and jobs, and bring oppor-
tunity and economic prosperity to commu-
nities throughout our country. We also reaf-
firm our commitment to helping more small
business owners and their employees realize
the American Dream.

Small businesses create the majority of
new jobs in our Nation and account for more
than half of the output of our economy. They
lead the way in generating new ideas and cre-
ating new technologies, goods, and services
for our country and for the world.

Small businesses also reflect the diversity
of America. Nearly 40 percent of small com-
panies in the United States are owned by
women. There are also more than 3 million
minority-owned small businesses across the
country.

Because small businesses are vital to our
Nation’s prosperity and reflect the hard work
of the American people, my Administration
has taken important steps to assist small busi-
nesses and the people they employ. We have
reduced taxes, encouraged investment, and
removed obstacles to growth. The Jobs and
Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003
I signed into law will provide 23 million small
business owners with tax cuts averaging more
than $2,200 each. The Act also quadrupled
the amount that small businesses can expense
for new capital investments, encouraging
new investment in technology, machinery,
and other equipment. This new technology
and equipment will increase productivity and
create new jobs, thereby contributing to the
overall strength of our economy.

We are also seeking to permanently elimi-
nate the death tax. With the repeal of this
tax, small business men and women will be
able to pass their life’s work to the next gen-
eration without having to pay a punitive tax
that in many cases forces the sale of the busi-
ness or many of its assets. And I support leg-
islation that would make it easier for small
businesses to offer health coverage options
to their employees. Through Association
Health Plans, small businesses could pool to-
gether to offer group plans to all of their em-
ployees, like those available to large busi-
nesses. In addition, we are working to
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streamline small business regulations and pa-
perwork. To this end, I issued an Executive
Order that requires all Federal regulatory
agencies to minimize these burdens on our
Nation’s small businesses.

The Small Business Administration (SBA),
which helps American innovators and risk-
takers launch and build their businesses,
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. By
helping small businesses succeed, the SBA
continues to strengthen America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 14
through September 20, 2003, as Small Busi-
ness Week. I call upon all the people of the
United States to observe this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams that celebrate the achievements of
small business owners and their employees
and encourage and foster the development
of new small businesses.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:44 p.m., September 15, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 16. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 13, 2003

Good morning. Two years ago this week,
America suffered a brutal attack. We will
never forget the burning towers and the
smoke over Arlington Cemetery and the pas-
sengers who rushed the hijackers. Yet history
asks for more than memory. On September
the 11th, 2001, we began a war on global
terror that continues to this hour.
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In the decades before that terrible day, the
terrorists conducted a series of bolder and
bolder attacks in the Middle East and be-
yond. They became convinced that free na-
tions were decadent and weak and would
never offer a sustained and serious response.
They now know otherwise.

Together with a coalition of nations, we
have struck back against terror worldwide,
capturing and killing terrorists and breaking
cells and freezing assets. In Afghanistan, we
removed the Taliban regime that harbored
Al Qaida. In Iraq, we defeated a regime that
sponsored terror, possessed and used weap-
ons of mass destruction, and defied the
United Nations Security Council for 12 years.
We have helped to liberate people from op-
pression and fear.

Today, with our help, the people of Iraq
are working to create a free, functioning, and
prosperous society. The terrorists know that
if these efforts are successful, their ideology
of hate will suffer a grave defeat. So they
are attacking our forces, international aid
workers, and innocent civilians. Their goal is
to drive us out of Iraq before our work is
done. They are mistaken, and they will fail.
We will do what is necessary to win this vic-
tory in the war on terror.

We are following a clear strategy with
three objectives: Destroy the terrorists; enlist
international support for a free Iraq; and
quickly transfer authority to the Iraqi people.
Through a series of ongoing operations, our
military is taking direct action against Sad-
dam loyalists and foreign terrorists. One
major effort underway right now, called Op-
eration Longstreet, is seeking and finding our
enemies wherever they hide and plot. Al-
ready, this operation has yielded hundreds
of detainees and seized hundreds of weap-
ons, and we will remain on the offensive
against the terrorists.

We are expanding international coopera-
tion in rebuilding Iraq. Today in Geneva,
Secretary of State Powell is meeting with
Secretary-General of the United Nations and
representatives of the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council. They are dis-
cussing ideas for a new resolution to encour-
age wider participation in this vital task.
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And we're moving forward on a specific
plan to return sovereignty and authority to
the Iragi people. We have created a Gov-
erning Council made up of Iraqi citizens. The
Council has selected a committee that is de-
veloping a process through which Iraqis will
draft a new constitution for their country.
Day-to-day operations of many government
tasks have been turned over to ministers ap-
pointed by the Governing Council. And
when a constitution has been drafted and
ratified by the Iragi people, Iraq will enjoy
free and fair elections, and the coalition will
yield its remaining authority to a free and
sovereign Iraqi Government.

We have a strategy in Iraq and a mission.
We will fight and defeat the terrorists there
so we don’t have to face them in America.
And we will help transform Iraq into a exam-
ple of progress and democracy and freedom
that can inspire change and hope throughout
the Middle East.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:20 p.m. on
September 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
13. In his address, the President referred to Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 12 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of
Frank O’Bannon

September 13, 2003

Frank O’Bannon was a dedicated public
servant and a good and decent man. He led
a distinguished career, including service in
the Air Force, in the Indiana State senate,
and as Lieutenant Governor. Since being
sworn in as Governor of Indiana in 1997, he
has served the people of his State with integ-
rity and devotion. Laura joins me in sending
our thoughts and prayers to his wife, Judy,
and their family.



