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of State, the Secretary of Homeland Security,
and the Director of Central Intelligence shall
implement appropriate procedures and safe-
guards with respect to all such information
about United States persons. The TTIC will
provide the organization referenced in para-
graph (1) with access to all appropriate infor-
mation or intelligence in the TTIC’s custody,
possession, or control that the organization
requires to perform its functions.

(3) The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall conduct screening using
such information at all appropriate opportu-
nities, and shall report to the Attorney Gen-
eral not later than 90 days from the date of
this directive, as to the opportunities at which
such screening shall and shall not be con-
ducted.

(4) The Secretary of Homeland Security
shall develop guidelines to govern the use
of such information to support State, local,
territorial, and tribal screening processes,
and private sector screening processes that
have a substantial bearing on homeland secu-
rity.
(5) The Secretary of State shall develop
a proposal for my approval for enhancing co-
operation with certain foreign governments,
beginning with those countries for which the
United States has waived visa requirements,
to establish appropriate access to terrorism
screening information of the participating
governments.

This directive does not alter existing au-
thorities or responsibilities of department
and agency heads to carry out operational ac-
tivities or provide or receive information.
This directive is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and is not intended to, and does not,
create any right or benefit enforceable at law
or in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, entities, of-
ficers, employees or agents, or any other per-
son.

The Attorney General, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and the Director of
Central Intelligence, shall report to me
through the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security not later than October
31, 2003, on progress made to implement
this directive and shall thereafter report to
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me on such progress or any recommended
changes from time to time as appropriate.

George W. Bush

Proclamation 7705—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 2003

September 16, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In the summer of 1787, representatives
from the States met in Philadelphia to estab-
lish a new Constitution that would unite
America. They intended the Constitution to
achieve six purposes: “to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity.” Their work was successful
and enduring. For more than two centuries,
the American people have honored the fore-
sight and wisdom of the Framers by respect-
ing and defending our Constitution.

Our Constitution and our country have
grown stronger over the last 216 years—
through wars, searing internal conflicts, and
great social, economic, and technological
change. In the last 2 years, America has again
been tested, this time by terrorist attacks de-
signed to strike at our people, our institu-
tions, and our constitutional government. In
the wake of those attacks, we have renewed
and strengthened our commitment to a more
perfect Union and common defense, to jus-
tice and domestic tranquility, to the general
welfare and the blessings of liberty.

On Citizenship Day and during Constitu-
tion Week, we remember those who have
fought and those who have died to preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution. We re-
call and reiterate the vow of President Abra-
ham Lincoln that these “dead shall not have
died in vain—that this Nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

In remembrance of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans
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who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C.
106, as amended), designated September 17
as “Citizenship Day,” and by joint resolution
of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amend-
ed), requested that the President proclaim
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as “Constitu-
tion Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2003, as
Citizenship Day, and September 17 through
September 23, 2003, as Constitution Week.
I encourage Federal, State, and local offi-
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs to celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our commitment as
citizens to this great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2003]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 17, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this procla-
mation.

Remarks at the Rededication of the
Rotunda at the National Archives

September 17, 2003

Speaker Hastert, Mr. Chief Justice, Justice
Kennedy, Justice Thomas, Senator Frist and
Senator Daschle, Representative Pelosi,
Members of Congress, Governor Carlin, la-
dies and gentlemen: Laura and I are pleased
to join with all of you for this morning’s im-
portant ceremony. And all of us here today
are honored to witness the unveiling of our
Declaration of Independence, our original
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Because
of the careful, patient work carried out these
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last 2 years, all Americans and visitors from
across the world can once again step forward
and see our Nation’s founding documents.

This new display is certainly preferable to
the burlap sacks once used to carry the Dec-
laration. Since the Declaration of Independ-
ence first left Philadelphia in a horse cart,
the founding documents have been moved
many times, including a secret trip to Fort
Knox during World War II. For the last half-
century, their home has been this Rotunda.

When President Harry Truman stood here
51 years ago, he rightly praised modern
methods of document preservation. These
methods served us well. In our day, preserva-
tion has become an even higher art, through
the skill of conservators like those who ac-
cepted this very demanding assignment. The
work of handling the fragile parchment and
preparing it for these new encasements had
to be difficult and must have been pretty
nerve-wracking. I don’t know how you prac-
tice for a job like that. [Laughter] But I do
know there’s little margin for error. And so,
to all the professionals involved in this great
task, we thank you for your work, and we
thank you for the contribution to our country.

Many Americans have seen reproductions
of the Declaration of Independence. A lot
of us have seen reproductions of the Con-
stitution. We know so well the first three
words of our Constitution, “We the people.”
Yet, as familiar as these documents are, to
see them in their originals is a moving experi-
ence. I hope a lot of our fellow citizens come
to this Rotunda and see firsthand the work
of our Founding Fathers.

Looking at the faded names of Hancock
and Adams and Jefferson, Franklin, and oth-
ers, you can better see the bravery behind
the stirring words declaring independence.
It was one thing to nod in agreement as the
text was read and approved. It's quite an-
other to take the quill and add your name,
becoming at that instant the enemy of an em-
pire. And each of the signers, as his pen
moved across the page, had not only reached
a great turning point in his own life but in
the life of the world. The true revolution was
not to defy one earthly power but to declare
principles that stand above every earthly
power, the equality of each person before



