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Message to the Congress Reporting 
on the Memorandum of 
Understanding Between the 
Secretaries of State and Homeland 
Security Concerning 
Implementation of Section 428 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002
September 29, 2003

Message to the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 428(e)(8)(A) of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public Law 
107–296) (the ‘‘Act’’), I am pleased to report 
that the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security have completed a 
Memorandum of Understanding concerning 
implementation of section 428 of the Act. 
The Memorandum of Understanding will 
allow the Departments of State and Home-
land Security to work cooperatively to create 
and maintain an effective, efficient visa proc-
ess that secures America’s borders from ex-
ternal threats and ensures that our borders 
remain open to legitimate travel to the 
United States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 29, 2003.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Chicago, Illinois 
September 30, 2003

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Please be seated. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. I always love coming to the great 
city of Chicago. It’s really one of the great 
cities in our country. I was here last summer, 
and I’m really happy the baseball season is 
still going on. It’s exciting for the citizens of 
this city to know that the Cubs are still alive 
and kicking. I wish you all the best. 

Thanks for your help. And what we’re 
doing today is laying the groundwork, putting 
down the foundation for what is going to be 
a great national victory in November of 2004. 
I appreciate your generosity. I want to thank 
you for your hard work. I thank you for your 
contributions, but I’m going to call on you 
to do more. I’m going to ask you to go to 
your coffee shops, drug stores, community 

centers and remind the people that this ad-
ministration has got a message that is positive 
and hopeful and optimistic for every single 
American. 

I’m getting ready, and I’m loosening up. 
But there’s a time for politics. This political 
season will come in its own time. Right now 
I’m focused on doing the people’s business. 
I’ve got a job to do, and there’s a lot on the 
agenda. I will continue to work hard to earn 
the confidence of every American by keeping 
this Nation strong and secure, prosperous, 
and free. 

I want to thank Pat Ryan and all those who 
worked hard to put this event on. It is a fan-
tastic turnout, and I understand how much 
work goes into a successful lunch like today, 
and I really thank you a lot. I appreciate your 
leadership, Pat. 

I’m also honored to be introduced by the 
great Speaker of the House, Denny Hastert. 
He’s truly one of the greats. I really do enjoy 
working with Denny. He’s a no-nonsense 
kind of fellow. He looks you in the eye and 
tells you what he believes. And that’s refresh-
ing in Washington, DC, by the way. He cares 
a lot about the people of his district, the peo-
ple of this State, and he loves his country. 
And like me, he married above himself. 
[Laughter] And I’m glad Jean is here with 
us today as well. 

Speaking about wives, I notice Laura was 
doing a little diplomacy today. [Laughter] I’m 
really proud of her. She is a fabulous woman, 
a great mom, a great wife, and a terrific First 
Lady for the people of this country. 

I’m honored as well that members of the 
Illinois congressional delegation are here. I 
want to thank them for their hard work on 
behalf of this State and for helping out at 
this fundraiser today. Mark Kirk; Phil 
Crane—Congressman Crane is with us. Judy 
Biggert is with us. Dan Manzullo is with us. 
John Shimkus is with us. I appreciate you 
all coming, and I’m honored to call you 
friend. 

We had a member—a meeting of the 
former Governors club behind the stage 
here. And I’m a member. It was good to see 
two other members. That would be Jim 
Edgar and Jim Thompson, and I’m honored 
they’re here. I’m proud to call them friend. 
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