
1439Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 20

Thailand. At the meeting, the two Presidents 
noted with satisfaction that there has been 
smooth progress in building a comprehensive 
and dynamic alliance relationship between 
the two countries as declared in the Joint 
Statement adopted on May 14. In addition, 
the two Presidents had a broad and sincere 
exchange of views on various issues between 
the two countries, including North Korea’s 
nuclear issue, Iraq reconstruction, and the 
issue of upgrading the U.S.-ROK alliance. 

Regarding the U.S. request for the dis-
patch of additional troops to Iraq, President 
Roh explained that as a result of conducting 
a comprehensive review of the overall situa-
tion, including the importance of the U.S.-
ROK alliance and national interest, the ROK 
government has decided to dispatch addi-
tional troops to Iraq so as to provide assist-
ance for a prompt establishment of peace and 
reconstruction in Iraq. President Roh stated 
that the size, type and form of the troops 
as well as the timing of the dispatch will be 
decided by taking into account public opin-
ion, the result of the survey teams and the 
characteristics and capability of the Korean 
military forces. President Bush expressed re-
spect and gratitude to President Roh for 
making the principled determination to dis-
patch troops. President Bush also stated that 
the ROK’s dispatch of troops to Iraq will not 
only further strengthen the U.S.-ROK alli-
ance and contribute to the reconstruction 
and stabilization of Iraq, but also will serve 
as an opportunity to increase the ROK’s pres-
tige in the international community. 

President Bush and President Roh recon-
firmed the principles agreed upon in their 
summit meeting in May, that they will not 
tolerate nuclear weapons in North Korea and 
that they are committed to a peaceful resolu-
tion of the issue. The leaders noted the im-
portance of the Six Party talks for achieving 
the goal of the complete, verifiable and irre-
versible elimination of North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons programs. The two Presidents 
shared the view that it is desirable to hold 
the next round of the talks at an early date 
and to make concrete progress. President 
Bush reiterated that the U.S. has no intention 
of invading North Korea and that the U.S. 
expects North Korea to end its nuclear weap-
ons ambitions. President Bush explained how 

security assurances might be provided within 
the multilateral context, conditioned on 
North Korea’s progress in nuclear dismantle-
ment. President Roh expressed appreciation 
for President Bush’s efforts toward resolving 
the issue. The two Presidents agreed to study 
ways and means to seek progress in the next 
round of the talks. The two Presidents also 
urged North Korea to respond positively to 
the other parties’ diplomatic efforts and to 
refrain from any action which would exacer-
bate the situation. 

President Bush and President Roh noted 
that the strong alliance between the ROK 
and the U.S. and the presence of US Forces 
Korea have made great contributions to 
peace and stability on the Korean peninsula 
as well as in Northeast Asia. The two Presi-
dents agreed to pursue the relocation of 
USFK bases in careful consideration of the 
security environment on the Korean penin-
sula. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Memorandum on Certification 
Concerning U.S. Participation in the 
U.N. Mission in Liberia Consistent 
With Section 2005 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act 
October 20, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Certification Concerning U.S. 
Participation in the U.N. Mission in Liberia 
Consistent With Section 2005 of the 
American Servicemembers’ Protection Act

Consistent with section 2005 of the Amer-
ican Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–206; 22 U.S.C. 7421 et 
seq.), concerning the participation of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States in certain United Nations peace-
keeping and peace enforcement operations, 
I hereby certify that members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces participating in the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) are 
without risk of criminal prosecution or other 
assertion of jurisdiction by the International 
Criminal Court because, in authorizing the 
operation, the United Nations Security 
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Council (in Resolutions 1497 (2003) and 
1509 (2003)) has provided for the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the contributing State for all 
acts or omissions arising out of or related to 
UNMIL, unless such exclusive jurisdiction is 
expressly waived. 

You are authorized and directed to submit 
this certification to the Congress and arrange 
for its publication in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Singapore 
October 21, 2003

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong and Presi-
dent George W. Bush held discussions on 
a broad range of issues during President 
Bush’s first official visit to Singapore. This 
visit builds upon the strong and multi-faceted 
U.S.-Singapore partnership, which saw the 
signing of the U.S.-Singapore Free Trade 
Agreement earlier this year, and on a history 
of cooperation, congruent interests, and 
shared perspectives. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
reviewed recent developments in Southeast 
Asia and regional efforts in the war against 
terrorism. They welcomed the recent arrest 
of Riduan Isamuddin (also known as 
Hambali) and the conviction of key perpetra-
tors of the Bali bombings. They recognized 
that much headway had been made in dis-
rupting terrorist networks, but agreed that 
more needed to be done and that the cam-
paign against terrorism required a sustained 
long-term effort. The two leaders pledged to 
continue to work closely, both bilaterally and 
through multilateral institutions such as 
ASEAN, APEC, and the UN, to defeat ter-
rorism. 

The Prime Minister and the President also 
discussed the situation in Iraq. They ex-
pressed hope for Iraq’s early reintegration 
into the global community. They welcomed 
the positive steps taken by the Coalition Pro-
visional Authority and the Iraqi Governing 
Council, in particular the new investment 
laws passed to restore international investor 
confidence in the country. President Bush 
expressed gratitude for Singapore’s contribu-

tion toward Iraq’s reconstruction and com-
mended the Singapore police training contin-
gent’s efforts to help train the Iraqi police 
to protect critical installations. 

The President and the Prime Minister re-
affirmed the need for a strong U.S. security 
presence in Asia, which continues to be vital 
for the peace and stability of the region. 
President Bush recognized the important 
role played by Singapore as a major security 
cooperation partner and expressed apprecia-
tion for Singapore’s support for the U.S. as 
reflected in the 1990 Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the U.S. and Singapore. 
Both leaders expressed concern over the 
emergence of new threats to global peace 
and stability such as terrorism and prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and 
agreed that such threats required even closer 
cooperation between the U.S. and Singapore. 

To this end, Prime Minister Goh and 
President Bush agreed that the United States 
and Singapore would enter into negotiations 
for a Framework Agreement for the Pro-
motion of a Strategic Cooperation Partner-
ship in Defense and Security. This strategic 
framework agreement will expand upon the 
scope of current bilateral cooperation in 
areas of defense and security such as 
counterterrorism, counterproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, joint military 
exercises and training, policy dialogues, and 
defense technology. Both leaders expressed 
the desire to see this Framework Agreement 
implemented as soon as possible. 

President Bush and Prime Minister Goh 
emphasized the value of collaborative efforts 
to respond to new health threats, including 
emerging diseases and use of biological 
agents by terrorists. In this regard, both lead-
ers were pleased to endorse the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) on col-
laboration recently concluded between the 
United States Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Singapore Ministry 
of Health. The MOU will establish the Re-
gional Emerging Diseases Intervention 
(REDI) Center. Based in Singapore’s newly 
opened Biopolis, the REDI Center will facili-
tate the exchange of information and exper-
tise on surveillance; prevention and control 
of, and research on, communicable and non-
communicable diseases; and on bioterrorism 
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