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causing serious injury to our domestic steel
industry. | took action to give the industry
a chance to adjust to the surge in foreign
imports and to give relief to the workers and
communities that depend on steel for their
jobs and livelihoods. These safeguard meas-
ures have now achieved their purpose, and
as a result of changed economic cir-
cumstances it is time to lift them.

The U.S. steel industry wisely used the 21
months of breathing space we provided to
consolidate and restructure. The industry
made progress increasing productivity, low-
ering production costs, and making America
more competitive with foreign steel pro-
ducers. Steel producers and workers have ne-
gotiated new groundbreaking labor agree-
ments that allow greater flexibility and in-
crease job stability. The Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation has guaranteed the
pensions of eligible steelworkers and retirees
and relieved the high pension costs that bur-
dened some companies. My jobs-and-growth
plan has also created more favorable eco-
nomic conditions for the industry, and the
improving economy will help further stimu-
late demand.

To keep the positive momentum going, we
will continue our steel import licensing and
monitoring program so that my administra-
tion can quickly respond to future import
surges that could unfairly damage the indus-
try. We will continue negotiations with our
trading partners through the Organization of
Economic Cooperation and Development to
establish new and stronger disciplines on
subsidies that governments grant to their
steel producers. We will continue to pursue
economic policies that create the conditions
for steel producers, steel consumers—who
rely on steel to produce goods ranging from
refrigerators to auto parts—and other U.S.
manufacturers to succeed.

I strongly believe that America’s workers
can compete with anyone in the world as long
as we have a fair and level playing field. Free
trade opens foreign markets to American
products and creates jobs for American work-
ers, and an integral part of our commitment
to free trade is our commitment to enforcing
our trade laws. | am pleased the steel indus-
try seized the opportunity we provided to re-
gain its competitiveness and assist steel-
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workers and their communities. As a result,
U.S. steel companies are now once again
well-positioned to compete both at home and
globally.

Proclamation 7741—To Provide for
the Termination of Action Taken
With Regard to Imports of Certain
Steel Products

December 4, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Proclamation 7529 of March 5, 2002,
implemented actions (safeguard measures) of
a type described in section 203(a)(3)(A) and
(B) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2253(a)(3)(A) and (B)) (the
“Trade Act”), with respect to imports of cer-
tain flat steel (consisting of slabs, plate, hot-
rolled steel, cold-rolled steel, and coated
steel), hot-rolled bar, cold-finished bar,
rebar, certain welded tubular products, car-
bon and alloy fittings, stainless steel bar,
stainless steel rod, tin mill products, and
stainless steel wire, as defined in paragraph
7 of Proclamation 7529 (collectively, “certain
steel products™).

2. In Proclamation 7529 and Proclamation
7576 of July 3, 2002, | authorized the United
States Trade Representative (USTR) to fur-
ther consider any request for exclusion of a
particular product and upon finding that a
particular product should be excluded, to
modify the provisions of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS)
created by the Annex to Proclamation 7529
to exclude such particular product from the
pertinent safeguard measure established in
Proclamation 7529. Pursuant to that author-
ization, the USTR published four notices of
exclusions of products from the safeguard
measures in the Federal Register at 67 Fed.
Reg. 16484 (April 5, 2002), 67 Fed. Reg.
46221 (July 12, 2002), 67 Fed. Reg. 56182
(August 30, 2002), and 68 Fed. Reg. 15494
(March 31, 2003). The USTR also published
notice in the Federal Register of technical
corrections to that Annex.
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3. In a Memorandum of March 5, 2002
(67 Fed. Reg. 10593), pursuant to section
203(@)(3)(1) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2253(a)(3)()), I instructed the Secretary of
the Treasury and the Secretary of Commerce
to establish a system of import licensing to
facilitate the monitoring of imports of certain
steel products. To provide for efficient and
fair administration of this action, pursuant to
section 203(g) of the Trade Act, | instructed
the Secretary of Commerce to publish regu-
lations in the Federal Register establishing
such a system of import licensing (the “Li-
censing System”). Those regulations were
published on December 31, 2002, at 67 Fed.
Reg. 79845.

4. Section 204(a) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2254(a)) requires the United States
International Trade Commission (ITC) to
monitor developments with respect to the
domestic industry while action taken under
section 203 remains in effect. If the initial
period of a safeguard action exceeds 3 years,
then the ITC must submit to the President
a report on the results of such monitoring
not later than the date that is the mid-point
of the initial period of the safeguard action.
The ITC report in Investigation Number
TA-204-9 was submitted on September 19,
2003.

5. Section 204(b)(1)(A) of the Trade Act
(19 U.S.C. 2254(b)(1)(A)) authorizes the
President to reduce, modify, or terminate a
safeguard action if, after taking into account
any report or advice submitted by the ITC
and after seeking the advice of the Secretary
of Commerce and the Secretary of Labor,
he determines that changed circumstances
warrant such reduction, modification, or ter-
mination. The President’s determination may
be made, inter alia, on the basis that the ef-
fectiveness of the action taken under section
203 has been impaired by changed economic
circumstances.

6. In view of the information provided in
the ITC report, and having sought advice
from the Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary of Labor, | determine that the ef-
fectiveness of the actions taken under section
203(a)(3)(A) and (B) of the Trade Act with
respect to imports of certain steel products
and the exclusions from and technical correc-
tions to the coverage of Proclamation 7529
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has been impaired by changed economic cir-
cumstances. Accordingly, | have determined,
pursuant to section 204(b)(1)(A)(ii), that ter-
mination of the actions taken under section
203(a)(3)(A) and (B) set forth in Proclama-
tion 7529 taken with respect to certain steel
imports is warranted. The action taken under
section 203(a)(3)(1) set forth in the Memo-
randum of March 5, 2002, requiring the li-
censing and monitoring of imports of certain
steel products remains in effect and shall not
terminate until the earlier of March 21, 2005,
or such time as the Secretary of Commerce
establishes a replacement program.

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including, but not limited
to sections 204 and 604 of the Trade Act and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
do proclaim that:

(1) The HTS is modified as provided in
the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) The United States Trade Representa-
tive is authorized, upon his determination
that the Secretary of Commerce has estab-
lished a replacement program pursuant to
paragraph 6 of this proclamation, to termi-
nate the action under section 203(a)(3)(l) of
the Trade Act set forth in the Memorandum
of March 5, 2002, and the Licensing System
and to publish notice of this determination
and action in the Federal Register.

(3) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(4) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after 12:01
a.m., eastern standard time, December 5,
2003.
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In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:22 a.m., December 5, 2003]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 8.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Luncheon in Baltimore, Maryland
December 5, 2003

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks
for the bumper sticker. [Laughter] Thanks
for making this such a successful event.
Thanks for laying the foundation for what is
going to be a victory in the State of Maryland
in 2004.

I want to thank you for your contributions.
I also want to thank you for the contribution
of time you're going to make. [Laughter] We
want you to help energize the grassroots, to
put up the signs, and to get on the phones
and to mail the letters, all reminding your
fellow citizens that we have a duty to vote
in America; we have an obligation in a de-
mocracy to participate.

You know, the political season is going to
come in its own time, and I'm getting ready.
I'm loosening up. [Laughter] But I've got a
job to do. Right now, I'm focused on the peo-
ple’s business, and there’s a lot on the agen-
da. 1 will continue to work hard to earn the
confidence of all Americans by keeping this
Nation secure and strong and prosperous and
free.

Laura sends her best. I'm sorry she’s not
with me. She is a fabulous wife and mom.
She’s doing a great job as our First Lady.
I'm incredibly proud of her.

Fortunately, my favorite sister came—
[laughter]—well, my only sister. I love Doro.
A brother could have no finer sister than
Dorothy Koch. Thank you for coming.

I appreciate your Governor. He is a
livewire—[laughter]—which is what this
State needed. | love his attitude. He never
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forgot his roots, but he’s an incurable opti-
mist as well, because he brings some com-
mon sense to the Governor’'s office. He’s
doing a fine job. I'm proud to be here with
the first lady, Kendel, as well. Thank you,
Kendel.

I'm also proud to be with Michael—Mi-
chael Steele, the Lieutenant Governor, and
Andrea. | thank them for their service and
for working with the Ehrlichs to set such a
positive tone for the great State of Maryland.
Thank you, Lieutenant Governor, for com-
ing.

Congressman Roscoe Bartlett is with us
today. Congressman, thank you for coming.
I know there’s a lot of State and local officials
who are here. Thank you all for coming
today. | appreciate you coming. When I'm
talking about energizing the grassroots, I'm
talking to you. [Laughter] We need you to
get into your districts and to energize people
and get them to vote. If you happen to be
a mayor, my only advice is to fill the potholes.
[Laughter]

My campaign is going to be run by a fellow
named Ken Mehlman. I just had to mention
him. You know why? Because his mother and
dad are here, and | appreciate them coming.
You raised a good man in Ken Mehlman. My
friend Mercer Reynolds is with us. He’s the
national finance chairman. Dick Hug is the
State finance chairman, and Dick, | want to
thank you and the team that made this event
so successful. Thanks for working very hard,
for what you’re doing.

Shelly Kamins gets a lot of credit for work-
ing hard as well. Shelly, I'm honored to have
your friendship and to have your hard work,
along with Dick, to make this work. | want
to thank all of you all for being here. | really
appreciate you taking time to come. I'm
proud to have your support.

I want you to tell your friends and neigh-
bors, in the last 3 years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. |
came to this office to solve problems, not to
pass them on to future Presidents and to fu-
ture generations. | came to seize opportuni-
ties, instead of letting them slip away. My
administration is meeting the tests of our
time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.



