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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Continued Operations 
of United States Forces in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
January 22, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of July 22, 

2003, I provided information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed 
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other 
states in the region in order to participate 
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force 
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and 
assumed authority from the NATO-led Im-
plementation Force on December 20, 1996. 
I am providing this supplemental report, pre-
pared by my Administration and consistent 
with the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 
93–148), to help ensure that the Congress 
is kept fully informed on continued U.S. con-
tributions in support of peacekeeping efforts 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized 
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1491 of July 11, 2003. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military 
presence in order to deter hostilities, stabilize 
and consolidate the peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, contribute to a secure environ-
ment, and provide, within its means and ca-
pabilities, selective support to key tasks and 
key civil implementation organizations. 

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately 
1,800 personnel. United States personnel 
comprise approximately 15 percent of the 
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000 
personnel. During the second half of 2003, 
14 NATO nations and 11 others provided 
military personnel or other support to SFOR. 
Most U.S. forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are assigned to Multinational Brigade, North, 
headquartered near the city of Tuzla. The 
U.S. forces continue to support SFOR efforts 
to apprehend persons indicted for war crimes 
and to conduct counterterrorism operations. 
In the last 6 months, U.S. forces have not 
sustained any combat-related fatalities. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 

to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed 
about developments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. I will continue to consult close-
ly with the Congress regarding our efforts 
to foster peace and stability in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate.

Remarks to the United States 
Conference of Mayors 
January 23, 2004

Thanks for your kind words, Big Jim. 
[Laughter] I’ve known him for quite a while, 
and he’s an honorable man who’s doing a fine 
job for the mayors. And I appreciate you all 
giving me a chance to come by and visit. I’ve 
got some thoughts I’d like to share with you 
about how we can work together to make 
this country hopeful and safe and secure. 

I want to, first, thank you for serving your 
communities. It’s not easy to be a mayor. 
Probably a lot harder than being a President. 
After all, I don’t have to fill potholes—
[laughter]—or empty the trash. [Laughter] 
But I do really want to thank you. This coun-
try is a fabulous country because we’ve got 
good, honorable people who are willing to 
serve at all levels of government. And one 
of the key levels of government, of course, 
is running the city hall, and you’re doing a 
fine job. And I look forward to working with 
you, and so does my administration. 

I do want to thank you all for the invitation. 
I want to thank Mayor Plusquellic, who’s 
going to be chairman next year. Is that done? 
Yes—okay, good. I didn’t want to jump the 
gun. [Laughter] I look forward to working 
with you. Mayor O’Neill, thank you very 
much for having me. 

Mayor Riley, it’s good to see you, sir. You 
reminded me, my mother went to high 
school in the town he runs in South Carolina, 
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and I reminded him that she graduated—
[laughter]—like her son, barely. 

Speaking about sons, there’s nothing 
wrong with a guy following in his father’s 
footsteps. In this case, this guy is doing it 
really well. Mayor Daley, I appreciate you. 
Great mayor. 

I appreciate my temporary Mayor, Mayor 
Williams. He’s a really good guy. He’s the 
Mayor of Washington, DC. I notice you were 
over lobbying Laura the other day to handle 
a project. [Laughter] He knows where the 
power is in the White House. [Laughter] I 
appreciate you, Tony. He’s a good fellow. We 
worked hard on an interesting education ini-
tiative. He took a bold leadership position 
on education, and we worked with the Con-
gress to get some scholarship money to poor 
students in Washington, DC, who are going 
to schools that are failing, that will help lib-
erate them and their parents to be able to 
choose new schools. And this is a landmark 
piece of legislation that’s going to change 
people’s lives for the better. And the Mayor 
showed strong leadership. He got out on 
front on a tough issue, and as a result, the 
children of this city are going to benefit. And 
I appreciate you, Mayor, a lot for taking that 
on. 

I want to thank the mayors who are here 
from Texas. Yes. Behave yourselves. [Laugh-
ter] Go to bed early. [Laughter] Don’t whoop 
and holler. [Laughter] But I’m glad you’re 
here. I miss my home State. I love Texas. 
I love the people who represent our State, 
and thanks for coming today. 

I also want to thank Pat McCrory for meet-
ing me. You might remember he is the mayor 
of Charlotte, North Carolina. We worked to-
gether on brownfield legislation, which, 
Tommy, I want to thank you and the organi-
zation for working on that important piece 
of legislation. It will change America for the 
better. It’s a collaborative effort between the 
administration and the mayors to do some 
good environmental policy that will make 
communities a better place. 

McCrory—I wanted to talk about 
brownfields—of course, he wanted to talk 
about football. [Laughter] And I bet Mayor 
Menino does too. [Laughter] So perhaps I 
can arrange a little bit of a friendly wager 
between you two, if it hasn’t happened yet. 

It has happened? Well, that’s good. Be care-
ful what you bet. [Laughter] 

I wish I could report to you that the war 
on terror is over with and America is safe 
and secure, but I cannot. I can’t tell you that 
in good conscience because I don’t believe 
in it. The truth is that there’s an enemy that 
still lurks out there. And we must continue 
to work together to protect our country. It 
is the most solemn duty of government, is 
to protect American people. 

It’s important for all of us in positions of 
responsibility never to forget the lessons of 
September the 11th, 2001. It is natural that 
we would, as distance passes, that we would 
kind of try to think for the best and hope 
for the best and think that time has maybe 
solved the problem of the first war of the 
21st century. It’s just not the case. It’s not 
the case, and so we will continue to work 
with you on homeland security. 

My ’05 budget has got $30 billion in there 
for homeland security. That’s 3 times the 
amount spent prior to September the 11th. 
It’s important that the money be spent wisely 
and focused on the protection of the Amer-
ican people. 

Mayor Jim just told me, on the way in he 
said, ‘‘You know, one of the problems we 
face, we mayors face, is that the money is 
allocated and gets stuck.’’ And I appreciated 
that recognition of the problem, and so we’ll 
work with the mayors to make sure it gets 
unstuck. I understand sometimes it gets 
stuck not in Washington; it gets stuck at the 
State level, as I understand. Look I don’t—
hold on, I’m an ex-Governor, so I’m—[laugh-
ter]—and we’re hosting the Governors pretty 
soon. [Laughter] But it will provide an op-
portunity to work this out so that it works 
better. 

Listen, I’m not interested in pointing fin-
gers. I’m interested in making the system 
work better. Our most solemn duty is to work 
together to protect our people. That is the 
most important responsibility we have. And 
I want to thank you for the coordination that 
is taking place between the Federal Govern-
ment, the State Government, and the local 
governments. 

I’ve asked Tom Ridge often, how well are 
we doing communicating with each other, 
how good is the city response mechanism? 
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And the report is very good. And the mayors 
get the credit. The mayors get the credit for 
energizing Joint Terrorism Task Forces. The 
mayors get the credit for good communica-
tion. The mayors get credit for good re-
sponse. 

Recently, over the Christmas holidays, Los 
Angeles and Las Vegas and Washington, DC, 
and New York were put on especially high 
alert, and I’m telling you, the mayors and 
their offices did a fabulous job of coordi-
nating information and activity. And I don’t 
know if they’re out there, but mayor, you de-
serve a lot of credit for doing the right thing 
and for responding. 

I know there’s some talk in your commu-
nities about the PATRIOT Act. Let me tell 
you about the PATRIOT Act right quick. 
We’re in a new war, a different kind of war. 
We need to be able to share information 
across jurisdictional boundaries at the Fed-
eral level. Do you realize, prior to September 
the 11th, 2001, the CIA could not pass infor-
mation to the FBI or vice versa? By law, they 
were prohibited from sharing information. 
How can you fight a war against terrorists 
who hide in dark corners of the world and 
maybe slide into our country if you can’t 
share information? We need the CIA and the 
FBI to be able to talk to each other. 

As I said in the State of the Union, many 
of the provisions in the law have been used 
to catch embezzlers or criminals. We need 
to make sure those provisions stay in the law. 
We’re at war. We’re trying to hunt terrorists. 
It’s a different kind of war. 

In the old days, you know, you could meas-
ure progress based upon tanks destroyed or 
airplanes brought down to Earth, you know, 
by missiles or air-to-air combat. It’s no longer 
the way it is in the 21st century. We’re on 
an international manhunt. We have to find 
these people before they come and get us. 
And in order to do so, we need the best intel-
ligence and the capacity to share that intel-
ligence across jurisdictional boundaries. The 
PATRIOT Act is vital for our security, and 
Congress needs to renew it. 

We want to work with you on defending 
America. The best way to defend America, 
however, is to stay on the offensive and to 
find these killers, one by one, and bring them 
to justice. That’s precisely what our Govern-

ment is doing and will continue to do. There 
are thousands of military personnel, with aid 
from intelligence personnel, on an inter-
national manhunt. Slowly but surely, we are 
dismantling the Al Qaida network that 
caused such great harm to America and still 
continues to plot, by the way. 

I said in the speech the other night that 
two-thirds of known leaders have been cap-
tured or killed. That’s a significant number 
when you think about where we were prior 
to September the 11th. We’re, slowly but 
surely, demolishing them. If you—if Al Qaida 
was a corporation in America, you’d have the 
board of directors somewhat intact, but the 
operators, the middle management, retired, 
no longer useful, no longer a part of the prob-
lem. 

And we’re going to stay on the hunt, which 
requires good intelligence, good cooperation, 
good participation with friends and allies 
around the world. As the world saw, there 
is no hole deep enough from the long arm 
of American justice. 

We’re making progress. It’s important for 
America to speak clearly and, when America 
says something, to mean it. And so when I 
said right after September the 11th, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the 
terrorist,’’ I meant it. I meant it as clearly 
as I could say it. And the Taliban found out 
what we meant. Thanks to a coalition, a large 
coalition of freedom-loving nations, we re-
moved the Taliban from power. And America 
is more secure for it, because remember, Af-
ghanistan was a haven for training bases. This 
is where many of the Al Qaida fighters 
learned how to fight and kill. 

And as importantly, the people of Afghani-
stan are free. They’re free from the clutches 
of one of the most barbaric regimes in his-
tory. It is hard for the Western mind to fath-
om such a regime, a regime that refuses to 
allow young girls to go to school, but that’s 
the way it was. And today, thanks to our coali-
tion and our deep love for freedom and our 
intense desire to protect ourselves, young 
girls go to school in Afghanistan, and the 
world is better off for it. 

And as you know, I made a tough decision 
to take out Saddam Hussein, and I did so 
for this reason: September the 11th made it 
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clear that America can no longer ignore gath-
ering threats. Oceans no longer protected us 
from harm. We just couldn’t say, ‘‘Okay, well, 
there’s a gathering threat. Let’s just hope it 
goes away.’’ I’m never going to forget the 
lessons of September the 11th, 2001. 

And so, when we saw a threat—we saw 
a threat; we dealt with it. We dealt in this 
way: I went to the United Nations, and I said, 
‘‘You’ve given this man warning after warning 
after warning, and he’s totally ignored you. 
You’ve got to have credibility.’’ We want 
international institutions to work, but he ig-
nored them. And the more he ignored them, 
the weaker the United Nations became. So 
I said, ‘‘Let’s pass a resolution,’’ which was 
passed unanimously. ‘‘Now let’s enact, enact 
the resolution. Let’s be a credible body. Let’s 
be people, when you say something, people 
believe it for the sake of peace and freedom.’’

And we moved. We moved against a man 
who had used weapons of mass destruction 
against his own people, attacked his neigh-
bors, a man who we found out subsequently 
had murdered thousands of men, women, 
and children and buried them in mass graves, 
a person who when he found dissenters, tor-
tured them, a person who ruled with utmost 
fear. 

No, we acted in our own—for our own 
security. No one can say the world is not 
more safe with Saddam Hussein sitting in a 
jailhouse. It is more safe, and so is America. 

Our most important duty is to protect 
America. But I also want you to know that 
something else drives me. And it’s that my 
belief that freedom is not America’s gift to 
the world, but freedom is the Almighty God’s 
gift to each man and woman in this world. 
And it’s the spread of freedom that will bring 
peace. Free societies are peaceful societies. 

And yet, we’re running against a pretty 
strong current, because some in the world 
say that certain people, evidently, can’t be 
self-governing and can’t be free. That’s not 
what Americans believe. We believe that 
people—all people from all walks of life—
have got freedom indelibly etched in their 
heart. And I believe this Nation has an obli-
gation to lead the world to be more free and 
more peaceful. 

I know many of you—you hear from fami-
lies whose sons and daughters are in our mili-

tary. I try the best I can to thank them for 
their service. I hope you do as well. I know 
you do. I know you’re just as proud of them 
as I am. But I want to assure you as leaders 
in your community, these troops will have 
the resources they need to be successful in 
the war against terror. 

We’re making good progress—we really 
are—in parts of the world. Afghanistan has 
now got a constitution which talks about free-
dom of religion and talks about women’s 
rights. I don’t think anybody would have 
dreamed that would have been possible prior 
to September the 11th, and now it’s a reality. 
Democracy is flourishing. The world is better 
off because of that. 

I met with some of the city council leaders 
in Baghdad when I snuck in over Thanks-
giving. I hope someday that you’re able to 
welcome them to your own cities. And these 
are people that are—you can imagine what 
their vision might be like. First of all, they’re 
overwhelmed with the thought of being free. 
That makes sense, because they had been 
locked in this cell of a country by a brutal 
tyrant. And they’re learning what it means 
to be a free country, and they’re learning 
what it means to be able to get along with 
their neighbor that may have a different view 
of how to worship the Almighty. But it’s hap-
pening. 

Adnan Pachachi was with us the other day. 
He sat next to Laura at the State of the 
Union. He came to the Oval Office. He’s a 
distinguished gentleman who believes in the 
possibilities of the Iraqi people. He sees a 
clear vision of a free country, and we’re mov-
ing that way, moving toward a basic law that 
honors minority rights, a basic law that—
based upon the principles of human dignity. 

I hope to have the sovereignty passed over, 
and I think we will, by June the 30th. But 
there’s still work to do—you read about it 
in your newspapers—because people are try-
ing to shake our will. That’s what you’ve got 
to understand is happening. They’re willing 
to kill innocent life to shake our will, but 
thugs and assassins will not intimidate Amer-
ica. We will stay the course until the job is 
done, because a free Iraq in the heart of the 
Middle East will make the world more 
peaceful. These are historic times. This is an 
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historic opportunity to change the world, and 
America will continue to lead. 

At home, I’m optimistic as well. I’m opti-
mistic because I see the economy is growing. 
That’s important for the health of our cities. 
And it’s getting better, and statistics say it’s 
getting better. One aspect about the growing 
economy that I believe speaks to why it’s 
growing is the tax cuts we passed. We’ll have 
a philosophical argument about that here in 
Washington, DC, of course. I look forward 
to it. But I will tell you that one of the things 
in the tax relief plan that I hope you find 
inspirational for your cities is it is aimed at 
the entrepreneur. Much of the tax relief is 
aimed at the small-business owner. And the 
truth of the matter is the vibrancy of the 
inner cities of our country depend upon own-
ership. 

When more people own a small business, 
when people are starting their own business, 
when people are creating small businesses, 
they’re creating jobs. They’re not only cre-
ating a more vibrant and hopeful community; 
more jobs are being created. And the tax re-
lief we passed was, in part, aimed at small 
businesses for this reason: Most small busi-
nesses are sole proprietorships or Subchapter 
S corporations, and they, therefore, pay tax 
at the individual income tax rate. And so, 
therefore, when you reduce individual in-
come taxes, you’re injecting capital into the 
small business-sectors of America’s cities. 

The entrepreneurial spirit is strong in 
America. You know it as well as I do. The 
desire for some to own their business is 
strong, and the tax relief we passed helped 
invigorate that spirit. 

So this economy is growing, and we’ve got 
to make sure people are prepared to meet 
the jobs of the 21st century. It starts with 
making sure there’s a literate America, 
which—make sure that the schools work 
well. No Child Left Behind Act—let me tell 
you my view of that important piece of legis-
lation, since I was the person that asked Con-
gress to pass it. I said, first of all, ‘‘We’ll in-
crease the budgets,’’ which we have done by 
49 percent since 2001. But I’ve also said, ‘‘In 
return for additional money, primarily aimed 
at Title I students, we should expect results.’’ 
You see, some people aren’t interested—
well, I’m sure they’re interested in results. 

They just don’t want to measure results, and 
I think that’s a shame. If you believe that 
every child can learn, then you want to know 
whether or not that’s happening. It seems 
like to me that if the expectation is for excel-
lence, we ought to measure. 

We ought to measure in a way that is open, 
measure in a way that puts the results out 
for everybody to see, including the mayors. 
So you know for a fact whether or not the 
obligations of our society are being met to 
the youngest of our children. In the bill, in 
the No Child Left Behind Act, not only do 
we insist upon local control of schools, an 
accountability system designed at the State 
or local level, we also say that when you see 
failure early, there’s additional money to 
make sure children aren’t left behind. This 
is an important piece of legislation, and I will 
resist any attempt to undermine it. 

I laid out the other night a Jobs for the 
21st Century program. A part of that is to 
make sure there’s additional money to help 
junior high and high school students who 
have been just simply shuffled through the 
system. And that’s what’s happened, as you 
know. If you want to be blunt about what 
has taken place, sometimes when you don’t 
measure, you just shuffle kids through. Then 
you wake up at the high school level and find 
out that the literacy level of our children are 
appalling. I expect you, as mayors, to chal-
lenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. I 
challenge you to keep raising that bar and 
standards. 

And we want to help here. We’ve got 
money for that. We’ve got money for addi-
tional grants for Pell grants for low-income 
kids who are taking a good, strong cur-
riculum. I told you what the Mayor did. He’s 
challenging the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. It might not have been the most politi-
cally popular thing in certain editorial pages 
or around the city, but he’s taken the lead. 
He’s not afraid to lead, and that’s what we 
expect from people at the local level when 
it comes to insisting that every child learn 
and no child be left behind in America. 

I also hope you work with your community 
colleges. The community college system pro-
vides a great opportunity to make sure you 
match willing workers with the skills nec-
essary to occupy the jobs of the 21st century. 
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Some of you who have been around long 
enough may remember the old days when 
they had workforce training requirements 
that said, ‘‘Just go train people.’’ So they’d 
go out and train 1,000 hairdressers for 50 
jobs. You’d have 950 well-trained hair-
dressers, but they weren’t working. 

We’ve got to make sure the workforce 
training programs focus on the needs of the 
employers. And I know many of you are 
doing that in your communities and many 
of you are working with your local chambers. 
I went to Phoenix, and if the mayor is here, 
thank you, Mr. Mayor, for your hospitality. 
But there is a really interesting collaboration 
between the high-tech community and the 
community college system, all aimed at pro-
viding people with the skills so that when 
the job base expands, and as it is in many 
communities, they’ve got the skills necessary 
to fill the work. 

There is a health care shortage of workers 
in America. You need to work with your com-
munity colleges to make sure that those col-
leges are able to provide the skills in the 
health care industry so that people who want 
to work can do so. And that’s what we’re talk-
ing about when you hear about this commu-
nity college initiative of $250 million. I cer-
tainly hope the Congress listens as well, be-
cause it makes sense to use the community 
college system wisely. 

Speaking about workers, I want to talk 
about illegal immigrants who are working in 
your cities. I believe strongly that this Nation 
is a nation of rule of law, and therefore, we 
must be open about what’s taking place. And 
as you know, there’s a lot of people here on 
false papers who have been smuggled in by 
‘‘coyotes,’’ who have risked their lives to 
come and do what many of us—many of our 
citizens do, which is to work hard to put food 
on the table for their families. And they’re 
here, and they’re working, and they’re mak-
ing a contribution to the economy. And yet 
we don’t have a system to deal with them, 
do we? We have a system that’s under-
ground, that’s in the shadows of society. And 
in my judgment, that’s not right. 

So what I think we need to do is have what 
I call a temporary-worker program, to issue 
a card, a temporary-worker card that’s legiti-
mate and real, that says, if you’re a willing 

American employer, you can hire a willing 
foreign employee that has a temporary-work-
er card, so long as there’s not an American 
worker available. In other words, people are 
doing jobs Americans aren’t doing. And 
they’re coming to our country, and they’re 
taking great risk. And we’ve got a lot of Bor-
der Patrol agents trying to chase the good, 
hard-working people down. If we make the 
system work right, if we make it legitimate, 
then our Border Patrol will be able to chase 
down true threats to our national security. 
They’ll be able to focus on the threats. We 
won’t be putting our employers in a position 
where they’re hoping the documentation 
that’s presented to them is real. 

Now, this isn’t an amnesty program. Let 
me be clear about this. This is a temporary-
worker program to be registered and above-
board. I oppose amnesty because amnesty—
amnesty would encourage further illegal im-
migration. And I oppose amnesty because 
amnesty would reward those who have bro-
ken the laws of the United States. We’ve had 
people in line trying to become a citizen of 
our country. They’ve been waiting in line for 
a long period of time, and this program will 
not allow people to jump ahead in the line 
of those who have been here legally. 

I think this is a realistic approach to make 
sure the employer-employee relationship is 
honest in this country. And I also think it’s 
necessary. I think it’s necessary because I 
don’t like the thought of hard-working citi-
zens, no matter where they may be from, not 
willing to report abuse, for example, because 
they’d then get shipped home and wouldn’t 
be able to do their job as a mom or a dad. 
This is a humane country, and we need to 
treat people humanely, with good, reason-
able, commonsense law. I look forward to 
Congress to getting it passed. I thank you 
for giving me a chance to explain that piece 
of policy. 

I’m winding down. I’m sure Daley is won-
dering when he’s going to quit. [Laughter] 
Being from the Windy City he’s—[laugh-
ter]—he sees the President is a little windy, 
himself. [Laughter] 

Let me talk about housing right quick. I 
know housing is important for the mayors. 
We want people owning their own home in 
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America. This administration has been con-
sistent about promoting what I call an owner-
ship society. You heard me talk about cre-
ating environments for the entrepreneur to 
flourish. I want people owning their own 
home. Homeownership is high in America. 
I think it’s the highest ever, which is really 
positive. It’s positive for our country. We un-
derstand, when somebody owns something, 
he or she has a vital stake in the future of 
this country. 

But we’ve got more work to do. There’s 
still a minority homeownership gap in Amer-
ica. I think here at the mayors’, I laid out 
some initiatives that, in the past, one of which 
just recently passed the Congress, which is 
the downpayment assistance program. I’m 
asking Congress for $200 million to help peo-
ple with their downpayment. As you know 
better than me, many citizens have the desire 
to own a home, but they don’t have the 
dough to make the downpayment. And there-
fore, they balk at making the decision. So 
we want to help families with downpayments, 
and we’ve now got a plan to do so. Congress 
needs to fund it. It’s authorized. It now needs 
to be funded. 

The print on these contracts is a little too 
fine for first-time homebuyers. And frankly, 
it’s a little too fine for multiple-time home 
buyers. It’s hard to understand the contracts. 
And I know HUD is working to simplify the 
contracts and to make it easier and less ex-
pensive for people to enter the process of 
buying a home, by simplifying the forms. 

I don’t know if you felt it yet. We’re ex-
panding counseling services around the 
country, many times run by faith-based 
groups, by the way, to help people under-
stand what it means to buy a home. First-
time homebuyers are sometimes confused by 
not only the regulations but the obligations. 
And we’ve got counseling services being ex-
panded out of HUD. And if you haven’t had 
one in your neighborhood, call HUD. Get 
them to show up. It’s a useful service. It’s 
a helpful service to close the homeownership 
gap. 

I’m going to talk to the Congress about 
allowing the Federal home administration to 
permit zero-percent downpayment loans to 
low-income Americans. That needs to hap-
pen in order to encourage more homeowner-

ship. And Congress also, by the way—and 
they need to pass the single family housing 
credit to help people who are building these 
homes, these affordable homes inside Amer-
ica’s cities. 

And we’re making progress, by the way. 
The gap is narrowing. There’s more work to 
do. I look forward to working with the mayors 
to close the minority homeownership gap in 
America, for the good of the country—for 
the good of your cities, but for the good of 
the country as well. 

Let me conclude by talking about a really 
important domestic initiative, at least as far 
as I’m concerned, and that’s the Faith-Based 
Initiative—see if I can explain it properly to 
you. First of all, we strongly believe in the 
separation of church and state here in Wash-
ington, DC, and that’s the way it’s going to 
be. Secondly, I love the fact that people are 
able to worship freely in our country, and 
if you choose not to worship, you’re just as 
patriotic as your neighbor. Freedom of reli-
gion means freedom to practice any religion 
you choose or the freedom not to practice. 

Thirdly, there has been discrimination 
against faith-based programs in Washington, 
DC. Sure, you can receive a Federal grant, 
but you have to take the cross off the wall 
in order to do so or the Star of David down 
or the crescent. Well, how can you be a faith-
based program if you can’t practice your 
faith? All of a sudden, you become just an-
other program. 

Fourthly, I want you to know that out of 
frustration with Congress, I’ve asked them 
to pass a Faith-Based Initiative. I just de-
cided through Executive order to open up 
as much Federal money as we possibly could, 
the grantmaking process, to faith-based pro-
grams, to let them apply. We want people 
of faith involved in solving people’s lives. 

I know that you have opened an office to 
expedite Federal monies or the process or 
the grantmaking progress—process—for 
your faith-based programs in your commu-
nities. I urge you to take advantage of it. I 
urge you to take advantage of it. You know 
as well as I do that many of the problems 
your citizens face are problems of the 
heart—addiction—and programs sometimes 
work. Government programs sometimes 
work, but sometimes they don’t work. And 
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sometimes it requires a higher power than 
a government program to help change a per-
son’s life. You’ve got armies of compassion 
in your communities that I’m confident, by 
working together, we can unleash, for the 
betterment of the people we serve. 

You know, I was down in New Orleans. 
Ray Nagin is the fine mayor of that city. And 
we had a Faith-Based Initiative there, and 
he has got a faith-based coordinating group 
to not only work in the city but with the State 
of Louisiana. I also urge you—kind of like 
the grant problem we got in other areas, 
sometimes the money goes to the States, and 
if the State is not anxious to be involved with 
the faith programs, it gets stuck and doesn’t 
make it to you. And so I urge you to work 
with your Governors to make sure that their 
faith-based offices are up and running and 
that they help cut through the inherent prej-
udice toward faith programs, the inherent 
prejudice in government. 

And I’m talking about all faiths, by the 
way. There’s fantastic Jewish charities in 
America that are helping change this country, 
one soul at a time. You ought to look at those 
and welcome them and encourage them. 
Same with the Muslim charities and, of 
course, the Christian charities that are 
strong. This Government is—will continue to 
work hard to make sure this vision becomes 
reality. 

Jim Towey—raise your hand, Towey; right 
over there—he runs the faith-based office in 
the White House. We’ve got faith-based of-
fices throughout bureaucracies. I see that the 
Deputy Secretary of HUD designee is with 
us. We’ve got a faith office at HUD that can 
be used by mayors and community groups 
to access Federal money. Billions of dollars 
are now available. I encourage you—I en-
courage you to use this source of fund and 
empower one of the greatest strengths we 
have in our country, the faith community. 

There are other initiatives. I laid out the 
prison initiative, $300 million to help on the 
prison reentry program. This will make a big 
difference in your communities. It will make 
a big difference in people’s lives. Call upon 
your faith-based programs to help with these 
souls that are looking for help. You know, 
the clinical probation program sometimes 
works. But oftentimes, it’s helpful to have 

somebody with their arms out there saying, 
‘‘I love you, brother,’’ or ‘‘I love you, sister. 
What can I do to help you reenter our soci-
ety?’’

That’s not exactly the traditional approach, 
I readily concede, to prison—to rehabilita-
tion programs. I know that. But sometimes 
traditional rehabilitation programs have fall-
en short of the mark. Sometimes, it’s that 
extra ingredient called love that will make 
a fundamental difference in somebody’s fu-
ture. And our houses of worship are houses 
of love. That’s what they exist for. The uni-
versal call, love your neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself, is a important part 
of the soul of your community. Use it. And 
the Federal Government want to help you. 

Towey’s job is to make sure that we cut 
through the strings, to make sure your faith 
groups are able to access the money without 
losing their faith. You’re going to hear people 
say, ‘‘Why do I want to interface with the 
Government? They’re going to call me to 
have to do something I don’t want to do.’’ 
Towey’s job—and by the way, just to show 
you what kind of society we have, before he 
came, he was Mother Teresa’s lawyer. 
[Laughter] I’m not going to get into lawsuit 
abuse—[laughter]—but he’s doing a good 
job. And his job is to make sure that the ar-
mies of compassion are unleashed. 

So those are the things that are on my 
mind. I thank you for giving me a chance 
to come by and share them with you. I’ll tell 
you what else is on my mind. I understand 
’04 is going to be a difficult year for some. 
But I want you to know this—[laughter]—
I want you to know this. I don’t want—I don’t 
want politics to get in the way of me doing 
my job and you doing your job for the people. 
I want you to know, I assure you—I under-
stand it, and so do you. But let us not let 
the elections get in the way of our solemn 
responsibility. I don’t care what your party 
is. I don’t care who you’re for, for President. 
I have a job to do, and so do you. And by 
working together, by working together on key 
initiatives in a way that respects our dif-
ferences, honors our values, we can do our 
job for America. 

And that’s what I expect of you, and I know 
that’s what you expect of me. And together, 
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we’re going to make this country continue 
to be great. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at the 
Capital Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor James A. Garner of Hempstead, NY, 
president, U.S. Conference of Mayors, who intro-
duced the President; Mayor Donald L. Plusquellic 
of Akron, OH, vice president, U.S. Conference 
of Mayors; Mayor Beverly O’Neill of Long Beach, 
CA, advisory board chair, U.S. Conference of 
Mayors; Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., of Charleston, 
SC; Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL; 
Mayor Anthony A. Williams of Washington, DC; 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino of Boston, MA; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Adnan 
Pachachi, Acting President, Iraqi Governing 
Council; Mayor Phil Gordon of Phoenix, AZ; and 
Roy A. Bernardi, Assistant Secretary for Commu-
nity Planning and Development, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.

Remarks Honoring the 2003 World 
Series Champion Florida Marlins 
January 23, 2004

The President. Thank you for coming. 
Please be seated. Bienvenidos a la Casa Blan-
ca. [Laughter] Thanks for coming to the 
White House. I’m honored to be here to wel-
come the world champs, the Florida Marlins. 
Maybe this will cause one of your biggest 
fans to stop bragging, the Governor of Flor-
ida—[laughter]—my brother. I appreciate 
you being here, Jeb. Thanks for coming. It’s 
good to see you. [Laughter] 

I don’t know if you know this or not, but 
I’ve had the fortune of being a part of base-
ball, and I’ve never been so impressed by 
a club that came together and played to-
gether as the Marlins. It speaks a lot to the 
ownership and the manager and the support 
personnel and the players, that they were 
willing to play together to win. And they won 
when a lot of people said they weren’t sup-
posed to win, which is the way we kind of 
like it here in Washington, DC. [Laughter] 

I remember when my friend Pudge 
Rodriguez stood up to the world and said, 
‘‘2003 is going to be the year of the Marlin.’’ 
And a lot of people said, ‘‘I’m not so sure 
he knows what he’s talking about.’’ Turns out 
he did know what he’s talking about, and I 
want to congratulate Pudge. I’ve known 

him—I’ll never forget when he first came up. 
I think it’s true that he got married on the 
same day that he got a hit—is that right, Isa-
bel? The same day he got his first big league 
hit? 

Mrs. Rodriguez. Yes. 
The President. Yes, that’s right; yes. 

[Laughter] The same day he got his first big-
league hit—I think it was against the Chicago 
White Sox——

Audience member. It was. 
The President. ——he got married. And 

here he sits as a member of the great world 
champs. Pudge, congratulations for being a 
good friend and a great player. 

You’re so good about predicting victories, 
you got any suggestions for, like, ’04? 
[Laughter] 

Audience member. [Inaudible]. 
The President. I hope so. 
I do want to thank Porter Goss and Tom 

Feeney, Congressmen from the great State 
of Florida, great supporters of the Marlins, 
for coming. I appreciate you boys being here. 
They left—they let an interloper in here, 
Howard Coble, he’s the Congressman from 
North Carolina. You’re wondering why a guy 
from North Carolina is here. It’s because he 
and the manager are members of the Old 
Geezers Club—[laughter]—and they’re 
friends. Howard is a good one, isn’t he? 

Mr. Jack McKeon. That was nice, and for 
that compliment, here you go. [Laughter] 

[At this point, Mr. McKeon presented the 
President with a cigar.] 

The President. Thank you, sir. But How-
ard is a good one. Howard is a good one. 
Appreciate you coming. 

Mayor, I’m glad you’re here. Manny—
Mayor Diaz is here. Congratulations for 
being the mayor of a great city. Jeffrey Loria 
and Sivia have been friends of mine for a 
long time. And one of the most joyous phone 
calls I have made since I was the President 
was to call Jeffrey and congratulate him on 
being the owner of the world champs. And 
gosh, the joy in his voice was just worth the 
phone call. 

See, what you don’t know is when I was 
fortunate enough to be with the Rangers, he 
was the owner of the AAA Oklahoma City 
club, our AAA affiliate. So we got to know 
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