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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Appropriations Requests for the 
Judicial Branch 
February 11, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
As a matter of comity, I am transmitting 

to the Congress the enclosed requests from 
the Judicial Branch for FY 2004. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on February 12.

Remarks in a Discussion on 
Education and the Jobs for the 
21st Century Initiative in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
February 12, 2004

The President. Thank you all very much. 
It is nice to be back in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. Thank you for such a warm welcome. 
Behave yourself. [Laughter] I—we’re going 
to have an interesting dialog today about how 
our economy works, how we can make sure 
people are prepared to take advantage of a 
growing economy. I hope that the students 
here at this very fine high school are able 
to have a better understanding about their 
future and how to seize opportunities. 

Before we begin the discussion, I do want 
to thank the high school for welcoming me 
and quite a large entourage. [Laughter] Rich, 
thank you and your staff. I appreciate the 
teachers of this fine high school. I want to 
thank you all for teaching. Teaching is such 
a noble profession. 

I’ve come to this high school—it’s a high 
school that’s willing to raise the bar, chal-
lenge what I’ve been calling the soft bigotry 
of low expectations, that is willing to meas-
ure, willing to change if you need to change, 
willing to use curriculum that actually works, 
in order to make sure every child is educated, 
every child has a chance to succeed. This is 
a fabulous high school. I’m proud of the ad-

ministrators and teachers and students who 
make it such. 

I also want to thank the parents who are 
here for paying attention to your sons and 
daughters, for caring about the quality of the 
education they receive. I often talk about the 
need for us to usher in a period of personal 
responsibility. Nothing is more responsible 
than a parent understanding that he or she 
is the first teacher of a child, and he or she 
must pay attention to the education of their 
children. 

I also want to thank our panelists, who 
we’ll talk to in a minute here. But I also want 
to thank members of the mighty Pennsyl-
vania congressional delegation for traveling 
with me today. 

The senior Senator—I try to downplay the 
senior part—[laughter]—today is actually his 
birthday. That would be Arlen Specter, who 
is traveling with us. I look forward to working 
with him. Where is the Senator? He’s some-
where around here anyway. Either that, or 
he knew this was going to be a long speech. 
[Laughter] We’re working well together. 
We’ve got some challenges in Washington. 
I appreciate him working with my adminis-
tration on issues such as judges. 

Speaking about friends and people who I 
think is doing a great job for the State of 
Pennsylvania, Senator Rick Santorum is with 
us as well. [Applause] Don’t go overboard. 
[Laughter] I’ve got to fly back with him to 
Washington. [Laughter] 

I appreciate the Congressman from this 
district, Tim Holden. Congressman, thank 
you for accompanying us today. The Con-
gressman kindly allowed others from the 
Pennsylvania congressional district to come 
into his district today, Members such as John 
Peterson, Joe Pitts, Don Sherwood, Todd 
Platts, Bill Shuster, and Jim Gerlach. Thank 
you all for coming. 

We’ve got senators here; we’ve got State 
representatives here; we’ve got mayors here. 
Thank you all for being here—city council-
men, a lot of citizens. 

I’m proud to be here to share with you 
some thoughts about how to make sure the 
American Dream shines brightly in every 
corner of the country. Before we have a little 
discussion about economics and of what we 
can do to make sure people are prepared for 
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