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We stand for a culture of life in which each 
person counts and every person matters. We 
will not stand for the treatment of any life 
as a commodity to be experimented upon or 
exploited or cloned. 

We stand for the confirmation of judges 
who strictly and faithfully interpret the law. 
We will not stand for judges who undermine 
democracy by legislating from the bench and 
try to remake the culture of America by court 
order. 

We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
America. We’re changing the culture of 
America from one that has said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else,’’ to a new culture in 
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. If you 
are a mom or a dad, you’re responsible for 
loving your child with all your heart. If you’re 
worried about the quality of the education 
in the community in which you live, you’re 
responsible for doing something about it. If 
you’re a CEO in corporate America, you are 
responsible for telling the truth to your 
shareholders and your employees. And in this 
new responsibility culture, each of us is re-
sponsible for loving our neighbor just like 
we’d like to be loved ourselves. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of the leaders. This isn’t one of 
those times. You and I are living in a period 
where the stakes are high, the challenges are 
difficult, the choices are clear, a time when 
resolve is needed. None of us will ever forget 
that week when one era ended and another 
began. 

On September the 14th, 2001, I stood in 
the ruins of the Twin Towers. I’ll never for-
get that day. Workers in hardhats were shout-
ing, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I remember a guy 
pointing at me and said, ‘‘Don’t let me 
down.’’ As we all did that day, these men 
and women searching through the rubble 
took it personally. I took it personally. I have 
a responsibility that goes on. I will never re-
lent in bringing justice to our enemies. I will 
defend the security of America, whatever it 
takes. 

In these times, I’ve also been a witness 
to the character of this country. Not long ago, 

some had their doubts about the American 
character, our capacity to meet serious chal-
lenges or our ability to serve a cause greater 
than self-interest. But Americans have given 
their answer. I’ve seen the unselfish courage 
of our troops. I’ve seen the heroism of Amer-
icans in the face of danger. I’ve seen the spir-
it of service and compassion renewed in our 
country. We’ve all seen our Nation unite in 
common purpose when it mattered most. 

We’ll need all these qualitites for the work 
ahead. We have a war to win. And the world 
is counting on us to lead the cause of free-
dom and peace. We have a duty to spread 
opportunity to every part of this country. This 
is the work that history has set before us. 
We welcome it, and we know that for our 
country, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the 
Hilton Americas. In his remarks, he referred to 
Rich and Nancy Kinder, fundraisers, Jeanne John-
son Phillips, Texas State finance vice chairman, 
and Mercer Reynolds, national finance chairman, 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; 
Fred Meyer, chairman, Republican National 
Committee Presidential Victory Team; and former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on the Completion of the 
Transitional Administrative Law in 
Iraq 
March 8, 2004

I congratulate the Iraqi Governing Council 
and the Iraqi people on completing the Tran-
sitional Administrative Law for Iraq. This 
document is an important step toward the 
establishment of a sovereign government on 
June 30. It lays the foundation for democratic 
elections and for a new constitution, which 
will be written by an elected Iraqi assembly 
and approved by the Iraqi people. 

This law provides a framework for contin-
ued cooperation among Iraq, members of the 
international Coalition, and the United Na-
tions as the Iraqi people make progress to-
wards democracy. And it provides the essen-
tial freedoms and rights to all Iraqis regard-
less of gender, religion, or ethnic origin—
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including freedom of religion, freedom of 
speech and assembly, the right to a fair trial, 
and the right to choose their own representa-
tives. 

The adoption of this law marks a historic 
milestone in the Iraqi people’s long journey 
from tyranny and violence to liberty and 
peace. While difficult work remains to estab-
lish democracy in Iraq, today’s signing is a 
critical step in that direction.

Statement on International Women’s 
Day 
March 8, 2004

Today, in observance of International 
Women’s Day, the United States reaffirms 
the principle that freedom is the right of 
every woman and man and the future of 
every nation. The United States continues to 
work to advance and support the dignity of 
all people, regardless of gender, race, reli-
gion, or ethnic origin. 

The best guarantor of the rights of women 
is freedom and democracy. Free societies 
allow for free elections, free markets, free 
press, and free labor unions. They guarantee 
religious liberty, protect property rights, and 
educate their people. They protect their free-
doms with the consistent and impartial rule 
of law. 

Over the past 2 years, the advent of de-
mocracy in Iraq and Afghanistan has freed 
millions of people from brutal tyranny. We 
celebrate that they are now assuming the 
basic human rights too long denied them. 
Much remains to be done to consolidate and 
protect these new rights, but the United 
States and our international partners are de-
termined to continue this progress. 

On this day, women like Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who remains under house arrest for her 
efforts to bring democracy to Burma, and 
Shirin Ebadi, who has spent a lifetime cham-
pioning human rights, receive recognition. 
The United States pledges to promote de-
mocracy and human rights around the globe 
and to help those who struggle to see the 
same light of liberty now dawning on the 
people of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Aung San Suu 
Kyi, leader of the National League for Democracy 

in Burma; and 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Shirin Ebadi.

Notice—Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement 
With Morocco 
March 8, 2004

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
the Trade Act of 2002, I have notified the 
Congress of my intention to enter into a free 
trade agreement with the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco. 

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
that Act, this notice shall be published in the 
Federal Register.

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 8, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on March 10.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notice of Intention 
To Enter Into a Free Trade 
Agreement With Morocco 
March 8, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 

the Trade Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–210; 
the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am pleased to notify the 
Congress of my intent to enter into a free 
trade agreement (FTA) with the Kingdom of 
Morocco. 

This agreement will create new opportuni-
ties for America’s workers, farmers, busi-
nesses, and consumers by eliminating bar-
riers in trade with Morocco. Morocco is one 
of the United States strongest friends in the 
Middle East. Increased trade will benefit 
Americans and help strengthen a tolerant, 
open, and more prosperous Morocco. Enter-
ing into an FTA with Morocco will not only 
strengthen our bilateral ties with this impor-
tant ally, it will also advance my goal of a 
Middle East free trade area (MEFTA) within 
a decade. 
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