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Republican State Committee; Mike Long, chair-
man, Conservative Party of New York State; Jo-
seph Mondello, chairman, Nassau County Repub-
lican Party; and Patricia L. Acampora, New York
State assemblywoman.

Remarks Following a Wreath-Laying
Ceremony for Victims of the March
11 Madrid Terrorist Attack

March 12, 2004

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for having
Laura and me here during this solemn occa-
sion. The United States of America sends our
prayers and sympathies to the Spanish peo-
ple, who mourn the loss of life, who today
weep for their loved ones, who wonder about
their future now that there’s been such trag-
edy.

The bombings in Spain are a grim re-
minder that there are evil people in the world
who are willing to kill innocent life. | appre-
ciate so very much your Government’s strong
stand against terrorism and terrorist organi-
zations like ETA. The United States of Amer-
ica stands firmly with you as we work to make
the world more peaceful and more free.

Killers try to shake our will. They try to
shake our confidence in the future. Spanish
people will stand firm against this type of kill-
ing, and they’ll have a friend with the Amer-
ican people. So Mr. Ambassador, we ask for
God’s blessings for the people of your great
country.

Thank you very much for having Laura and
me here.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. at the
Embassy of Spain. In his remarks, he referred to
Francisco Javier Ruperez Rubio, Spain’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S.; and Basque Fatherland and Lib-
erty (ETA).

Interview of the President and the
First Lady by Television of Spain
(TVE)

March 12, 2004

Reaction to March 11 Terrorist Attack in
Madrid

Q. First of all, 1 would like to thank you
very much on behalf of the Spanish people
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for being able to send a message. And I'd
like to ask your feelings about this horrifying
thing that happened yesterday in Madrid.
First question: What are your feelings?

The President. Well, 1 can remember
when our citizens lost life. I remember the
horror, the outrage, the anger, and the in-
credible sadness. So | guess my—I feel the
same way today. My first reaction is, my heart
breaks for those who are mourning the loss
of their loved one. It must be a sense of emp-
tiness and a sense of real—their hearts are
broken. And we send our prayers to those
who are so sad——

The First Lady. Grieving, who are griev-
ing today. We all are thinking about them.
And | want all the people who lost somebody
yesterday in Spain to know that the American
people are sending our love and our condo-
lences. And we know what it feels like, and
we know how tough it is.

Q. That would be the second question.
The message for the people of Spain is that
of solidarity and love?

The President. Of course. | think the peo-
ple of Spain are going to rally around those
who have lost life. It's amazing what happens
when something like this happens to a soci-
ety. There’s an outpouring of love and con-
cern. There’s an outpouring of love here in
America from people that the families in
Spain will never know. There’s just a lot of
people who care deeply about the fact of the
lost life. Neighbors will help neighbors.

I think you're going to find as well that
the people of Spain—or we’ll find as well—
the people of Spain will refuse to be intimi-
dated, that they’re not going to allow Killers,
coldblooded killers, to intimidate the coun-
try. And these people kill because they hate
freedom and they hate what Spain stands for.
Spain is a great culture and a great people,
with great traditions of democracy. And the
killers hate freedom, and they’re trying to in-
timidate. And the Spanish people will not be
intimidated.

Q. As you know, the royal family is work-
ing hard, as is the Spanish Government, try-
ing to heal, if it's possible. Any message for
the many women, many families who now
feel really lost?

The First Lady. | want to encourage
women and men, and mothers and fathers



