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peoples of the entire region. Accordingly, the 
United States believes that all states in the 
region have special responsibilities: to sup-
port the building of the institutions of a Pal-
estinian state; to fight terrorism, and cut off 
all forms of assistance to individuals and 
groups engaged in terrorism; and to begin 
now to move toward more normal relations 
with the State of Israel. These actions would 
be true contributions to building peace in the 
region. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you have described 
a bold and historic initiative that can make 
an important contribution to peace. I com-
mend your efforts and your courageous deci-
sion which I support. As a close friend and 
ally, the United States intends to work closely 
with you to help make it a success. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. The letter 
was made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 14 but was not issued as a White 
House press release. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also made available the text of Prime Min-
ister Sharon’s letter to the President. 

Memorandum on Waiver and 
Certification of Statutory Provisions 
Regarding the Palestine Liberation 
Organization 
April 14, 2004 

Presidential Determination No. 2004–28 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Waiver and Certification of 
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine 
Liberation Organization 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me 
under section 534(d) of the Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2004, Public Law 
108–199, I hereby determine and certify that 
it is important to the national security inter-
ests of the United States to waive the provi-
sions of section 1003 of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act of 1987, Public Law 100–204. 

This waiver shall be effective for a period 
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are 

hereby authorized and directed to transmit 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks in Des Moines, Iowa 

April 15, 2004 

Thank you for having me. Please be seat-
ed. Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks 
for the warm weather. [Laughter] I really am 
glad to be able to come and talk to you about 
how to make sure people have a chance to 
make a living. That’s what we’re really here 
to talk about: How can people put food on 
the table; how can communities be vibrant 
and grow. 

Chuck Grassley said I appreciate rural 
America. I do, so much so that I call 
Crawford, Texas my home. That’s rural 
America. I think we’ve got about 661 peo-
ple—until I arrive. [Laughter] 

I appreciate the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Des Moines for hosting this. I know we’ve 
got people from States other than Iowa, like 
Missouri, Minnesota, South Dakota, North 
Dakota. Glad you all are here. Thanks for 
coming by and giving me a chance to visit. 

My attitude about rural America is—from 
the President’s perspective—is that if we can 
make the economy strong, rural America will 
benefit. It’s hard to talk about the health of 
rural America unless the overall economy is 
growing. I mean, it’s nice to have kind of 
visions about how to bring development to 
your community, but if the economy is stag-
nant, it’s hard to get there. 

So what I want to do today is talk about 
the economy of the United States and how 
we can leave lasting prosperity, to make sure 
that you understand what I think the role 
of the Federal Government is, which is to 
create an environment in which the farmer 
and rancher can make a living, in which the 
small-business person can realize their 
dreams. Because the truth of the matter is, 
when you really think about rural America, 
rural America’s vitality depends upon the 
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