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which is to get to elections so the country 
can be a free country. 

Again, I think it’s instructive that Mr. 
Brahimi picked leaders who are willing to 
speak their mind, which is fine with me. I 
fully understand a leader willing to speak 
their mind. I kind of like doing it myself, 
you know. And all the new Prime Minister 
needs to know is that I look forward to a 
close relationship with him, to do what’s best 
for the Iraqi people. That’s our interest. Our 
interest is a free Iraq. It’s in their interest, 
and it’s in the world’s interest. And it’s some-
thing—these are historic times. And I am 
pleased with the progress, the political 
progress being made today, and vow to the 
people of Iraq that we will finish the mission. 
We will do our job. And we expect them to 
do their job, and we’ll work with them to 
do so. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:30 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan of the United Nations and 
Lakhdar Brahimi, Special Adviser to the Sec-
retary-General; former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; L. Paul Bremer III, Presidential 
Envoy to Iraq; Robert D. Blackwill, Deputy As-
sistant to the President and Coordinator for Stra-
tegic Planning to the National Security Adviser; 
Defense Minister Hazem Sha’alan of the new 
Iraqi interim government; Iraqi Governing Coun-
cil Member Ahmad Chalabi; and President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Federal 
Expenditures for Climate Change 
Programs and Activities 
June 1, 2004 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
Consistent with division D, title V, section 

555(b) of Public Law 108–199, the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2004, I transmit 
herewith an account prepared by my Admin-
istration of Federal expenditures for climate 
change programs and activities. This report 
includes both domestic and international 
programs and activities related to climate 
change, and associated expenditures by line 

item as presented in the FY 2005 President’s 
Budget Appendix. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens, 
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations; 
and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting Designations Under 
the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act 
June 1, 2004 

Dear lllll : 
I transmit herewith my designation of the 

following eight foreign persons and two for-
eign entities as appropriate for sanctions 
under section 804(b) of the Foreign Nar-
cotics Kingpin Designation Act, 21 U.S.C. 
1901–1908, and report my direction of sanc-
tions against them under that Act: 

Arellano Felix Organization 
Eduardo Ramon Arellano Felix 
Francisco Javier Arellano Felix 
Carrillo Fuentes Organization 
Armando Valencia Cornelio 
Norris Nembhard 
Leebert Ramcharan 
Fernando Melciades Zevallos Gonzales 
Iqbal Mirchi 
Haji Bashir Noorzai 
Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G. 
Lugar, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate 
Committee on Armed Services; Charles E. Grass-
ley, chairman, Senate Committee on Finance; Pat 
Roberts, chairman, Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence; Orrin G. Hatch, chairman, Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary; Henry J. Hyde, 
chairman, House Committee on International Re-
lations; Duncan Hunter, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Christopher Cox, 
chairman, House Select Committee on Homeland 
Security; Porter J. Goss, chairman, House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence; F. James 
Sensenbrenner, Jr., chairman, House Committee 
on the Judiciary; and William M. Thomas, chair-
man, House Committee on Ways and Means. 

VerDate May 21 2004 01:06 Jun 08, 2004 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P23JNT4.004 P23JNT4



991 Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / June 1 

Remarks at a Victory 2004 Reception 
in Denver, Colorado 

June 1, 2004 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. I appre-
ciate you all being here. I want to thank you 
all for coming tonight. What we have done 
is we have made sure we’re going to carry 
Colorado again. I love coming to this State. 
It’s a State where the cowboy hats out-
number the ties. It’s great to be here, and 
I cannot tell you how grateful I am that you 
all have taken time to come by to say hello. 

I bring greetings from First Lady Laura 
Bush. She is a fabulous First Lady, and she 
is a wonderful wife. I was a lucky guy when 
she said yes. There I was on bended knee 
in Midland, Texas. I said, ‘‘Would you marry 
me?’’ She said, ‘‘Just so long as you don’t 
get into politics.’’ [Laughter] She is—she’s 
come to realize what I know, that in this job 
you can do things to help influence people’s 
lives in such a positive way. She speaks clear-
ly about literacy. She’s got a passion for help-
ing people learn to read. 

I’ll never forget the time she did the radio 
address, the Presidential radio address, and 
she spoke to the hopes and aspirations of the 
women in Afghanistan. And the feedback she 
got was such incredibly positive feedback. 
People said—people from that desperate 
part of the world sent word back that they 
so appreciated the fact that Laura lifted their 
souls and sights and spirits with just some 
kind and gentle words. I think there’s a lot 
of reasons you need to put me back in office, 
but perhaps the most important is so that 
Laura can be the First Lady for 4 more years. 

I look forward to working with the Vice 
President for 4 more years. I’m very proud 
of the job that Dick Cheney has done. He’s 
steady. He’s strong. He’s reliable. He is an 
excellent Vice President. I used to say he’s 
the best Vice President we ever had, until 
one day Mother yelled out, ‘‘Wait a minute, 
buster.’’ [Laughter] But he’s a good, solid 
friend and a good man. 

I really appreciate Governor Owens. He’s 
one of the most articulate spokesmen for 
compassionate conservatism in the country. 
I’m proud to call him friend. I’m proud that 
Frances is here along with him. I appreciate 

your service, Governor, and thank you very 
much for what you’ve done for the State. 

I want to thank Benson—Bruce Benson. 
I knew he would amount to something one 
of these days. [Laughter] Thank you very 
much for leading this effort, Bruce. You and 
Marcy have been longtime friends, and I ap-
preciate that. You know, in this line of work, 
if you can’t count on your friends, it’s going 
to be an empty journey. And the Bensons 
have been long-time friends, for which I’m 
grateful. 

I want to thank my friend Mercer Rey-
nolds from Cincinnati, Ohio, who has been 
in charge of the Bush-Cheney fundraising ef-
fort and is now in charge of raising money 
for the Victory committees. Victory commit-
tees mean that we’re going to have a little 
water in the bucket to water the grassroots, 
to turn out the vote. And for those of you 
who are what they call grassroots activists, 
I want to thank you for what you’re fixing 
to do, which is to put up the signs, find the 
voters, and turn them out—find out who they 
are and say, ‘‘You owe it to our country to 
participate in democracy.’’ 

And don’t be afraid to talk to discerning 
Democrats and independents too, because 
we’ve got a good, positive message. We’ve 
got something that lifts—our message lifts 
the spirits of this country. First, when you’re 
convincing them, remind them that this ad-
ministration has confronted serious chal-
lenges. We—when we came to office, the 
stock market was in decline and the economy 
was headed into recession. But we acted. We 
delivered historic tax relief. And over the past 
year, this economy of ours is the fastest grow-
ing of any industrialized—major industri-
alized nation in the world. 

We uncovered corporate crimes. Those 
corporate crimes affected the American peo-
ple. And we worked with Congress to pass 
tough laws—I mean, tough laws—and made 
it abundantly clear we’re not going to tolerate 
dishonesty in the boardrooms of America. 

We saw war and grief arrive on a Sep-
tember morning, and so we have pursued the 
terrorist enemy across the world. We have 
been steadfast and strong in our—doing our 
duty, which is to protect America. We’ve cap-
tured or killed many of the key leaders of 
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