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you to everyone, and best of luck in your 
work. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
approximately 11:15 a.m. at the Villa Madama. In 
his remarks, he referred to former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister Ayad al- 
Alawi and Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari of the 
Iraqi interim government; and Pope John Paul II. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi referred to President 
Jacques Chirac of France; and President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia. Prime Minister Berlusconi spoke 
in Italian, and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. A portion of these remarks could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. 

Proclamation 7792—D-Day National 
Remembrance Day, 2004 
June 5, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Sixty years ago, the soldiers, sailors, and 

airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force in-
vaded Normandy in northern France to open 
a new front in our war against Nazism and 
tyranny. The courage of these troops turned 
the tide of World War II and changed the 
fate of the world forever. Their extraordinary 
service in the face of great danger dem-
onstrated the finest qualities of our Nation 
and of our Allies, and millions around the 
world today live in freedom because of their 
sacrifice. By remembering the heroic actions 
of our Armed Forces at Utah, Omaha, Gold, 
Juno, and Sword beaches in 1944, we honor 
a generation who served this country and 
saved liberty for people everywhere. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim June 6, 2004, as D-Day 
National Remembrance Day. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this occasion with ap-
propriate activities, ceremonies and pro-
grams designed to honor those who served 
and sacrificed to liberate Europe and defend 
America’s freedom and security. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:01 p.m., June 7, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 8. 

Proclamation 7793—National Child’s 
Day, 2004 
June 5, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Children are a precious gift and a source 

of great hope for our future. National Child’s 
Day celebrates children and reminds us of 
the importance of nurturing a child’s per-
sonal development and providing a safe envi-
ronment in which to grow. 

Children need our guidance and support. 
During this time in America’s history, teach-
ing our children to love our Nation and its 
values remains a critical responsibility. We 
need to help young people understand that 
freedom is God’s gift to every man and 
woman and that America’s legacy is one of 
ensuring liberty for all. Our children also 
need to know about what other generations 
have done to build and preserve this great 
country, including the service and sacrifice 
of the men and women who have defended 
our Nation. To help prepare our next genera-
tion of leaders to carry on America’s tradition 
of freedom, my Administration has launched 
the ‘‘We the People’’ initiative to improve the 
teaching of history and civics in America’s 
schools, along with the ‘‘Our Documents’’ 
initiative to help make the treasures in our 
Nation’s archives more accessible to students 
and teachers. 

Building a solid foundation of character 
education for our young people helps to keep 
our country strong. We live by the immutable 
values that families, schools, and religious 
congregations instill in us. To assist these 
fundamental institutions as they shape gen-
erations of Americans, my Administration is 
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supporting Partnerships in Character Edu-
cation, which helps establish educational pro-
grams that focus on caring, civic virtue, citi-
zenship, justice, fairness, respect, responsi-
bility, and trustworthiness. It is essential to 
teach these morals with confidence and con-
viction, as they will guide America’s children 
through their lives. 

Government cannot replace the love of a 
family in a child’s life, but it can help create 
an environment where children can grow 
into healthy, responsible adults. My Adminis-
tration has taken several steps to strengthen 
education and promote the safety and well- 
being of America’s children. I signed the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 to transform 
education and open the door of opportunity 
to all of our children. We have also strength-
ened laws to protect children from criminals 
and expanded the AMBER Alert system to 
help recover abducted children. And because 
the decisions young people make now can 
affect their health and character for the rest 
of their lives, my Administration is working 
to send positive messages to children to help 
them make healthy lifestyle choices, avoid 
the dangers of drug use, and to develop 
healthy eating and exercise habits early in 
life. 

On National Child’s Day, we recognize the 
importance of working together to create a 
society that is safe for our children, and we 
renew our commitment to helping families 
build a bright future for young people and 
our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 6, 2004, as 
National Child’s Day. I urge all Americans 
to set a positive example for children and to 
work to ensure that their communities are 
safe and supportive places that help young 
people grow and reach their full potential. 
I also call upon citizens to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:01 p.m., June 7, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 8. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Jacques Chirac of 
France in Paris, France 
June 5, 2004 

President Chirac. Very well, ladies and 
gentlemen. First of all, let me tell you how 
happy I am to welcome the U.S. President 
most warmly. He has come to Europe on the 
occasion, of course, of the commemoration 
of the 60th anniversary of D-day. And tomor-
row during the course of the ceremonies 
which will take place in Normandy and in 
the presence of the veterans and, in par-
ticular, of the American veterans of Oper-
ation Overlord, I will have the opportunity 
to say to America and to Americans just how 
deeply grateful we are to them today, how 
grateful we are in the knowledge of the sac-
rifices they made, of the blood that they 
spilled—their own blood—for the liberation 
of our country and of Europe as a whole. 
And I will say to them that France says thank 
you and that France does not forget. 

Now, on the occasion of the celebratory 
ceremonies, President Bush, who has come 
to Europe, went first to Italy, as you know, 
and today has joined us in France, which has 
enabled us to run through a certain number 
of issues, especially in light of the up-and- 
coming summits, major summits that are 
going to be taking place in June, the G–8 
in Sea Island in a few days time and the 
Istanbul Summit, later summit at the end of 
the month. 

As you can imagine, we had very open, 
honest, confident discussions on a host of dif-
ferent issues pertaining to the world today. 
I say open and sincere and trusting, because 
from time to time, I read comments that are 
not actually very reflective of the truth. 
France and the U.S. have 200 years of shared 
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