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Memorandum on the Proposed
Amendment to the United States/
United Kingdom Agreement for
Cooperation on the Use of Atomic
Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes

June 14, 2004

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Proposed Amendment to the United
States/United Kingdom Agreement for
Cooperation on the Use of Atomic Energy
for Mutual Defense Purposes

I have reviewed and concur in the rec-
ommendations in your letter of June 7, 2004,
recommending approval of a proposed
amendment to the Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for
Cooperation on the Uses of Atomic Energy
for Mutual Defense Purposes. I note from
your joint recommendation and concur with
your assessment that the United Kingdom,
by participating with the United States pur-
suant to an international agreement, is mak-
ing substantial and material contributions to
the mutual defense and security. The pro-
posed Amendment will permit cooperation
that will further improve our mutual defense
posture and support our interests under the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. I hereby:

» approve the proposed Amendment to
the 1958 Agreement;

* determine that performance under the
proposed Amendment will promote and
will not constitute an unreasonable risk
to the common defense and security;

* approve the program outlined in this
Amendment and determine that such
program will promote and will not con-
stitute an unreasonable risk to the mu-
tual defense and security; and

* authorize the execution of the proposed
Amendment for the Government of the
United States in a manner specified by
the Secretary of State.

George W. Bush
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting an Amendment to the
United Kingdom-United States
Agreement for Cooperation on the
Uses of Atomic Energy for Mutual
Defense Purposes

June 14, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to section 123d. of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended, the text of
an amendment to the Agreement Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land for Cooperation on the Uses of Atomic
Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes of July
3, 1958, as amended, and my written ap-
proval, authorization, and determination con-
cerning the agreement. The joint unclassified
letter submitted to me by the Secretaries of
Energy and Defense that provides a sum-
mary position on the Amendment is also en-
closed.

The Amendment extends for 10 years
(until December 31, 2014) provisions that
permit the transfer of nonnuclear parts,
source, byproduct, special nuclear materials,
and other material and technology for nu-
clear weapons and military reactors, and re-
vises text, principally in the Security Annex,
to be consistent with current policies and
practices relating to personnel and physical
security.

In my judgment, the proposed Amend-
ment meets all statutory requirements. The
United Kingdom intends to continue to
maintain viable nuclear forces. In light of our
previous close cooperation and the fact that
the United Kingdom has committed its nu-
clear forces to the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization, I have concluded that it is in our
interest to continue to assist them in main-
taining a credible nuclear force.

I have approved the Amendment, author-
ized its execution, and urge that the Congress
give it favorable consideration.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 14, 2004.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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The President’s News Conference
With President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan

June 15, 2004

President Bush. Good day. Laura and I
are pleased to welcome President Karzai
back to the White House—really glad you're
here.

President Karzai. Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thanks for the good visit,
and I'm looking forward to having a good
lunch with you and your delegation.

President Karzai. Well, I'm looking for-
ward to that.

President Bush. President Karzai recently
visited Fort Drum and thanked American
troops on behalf of the Afghan people

President Karzai. Yes.

President Bush. for their service and
sacrifice. And Mr. President, that was a sign
of a true friend. I want to thank you for doing
that.

President Karzai. Thank you very much.

President Bush. 1 also appreciate your
honor and your courage and your skill in
helping to build a new and democratic Af-
ghanistan. You've been instrumental in lifting
your country from the ashes of two decades
of war and oppression. Under your leader-
ship, Afghanistan’s progress has been dra-
matic.

Three years ago, the Taliban had granted
Usama bin Laden and his terrorist Al Qaida
organization a safe refuge. Today, the
Taliban has been deposed; Al Qaida is in hid-
ing; and coalition forces continue to hunt
down the remnants and holdouts. Coalition
forces, including many brave Afghans, have
brought America, Afghanistan, and the free
world its first victory in the war on terror.
Afghanistan is no longer a terrorist factory
sending thousands of killers into the world.

Three years ago, 70 percent of Afghans
were malnourished, and one in four Afghan
children never saw their 5th birthday.

President Karzai. Yes.

President Bush. Today, clean water is
being provided throughout the country; hos-
pitals and clinics have been rehabilitated; and
millions of children have been vaccinated
against measles and polio.
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Three years ago, women were viciously op-
pressed and forbidden to work outside the
home and even denied what little medical
treatment was available. Today, women are
going to school, and their rights are protected
in Afghanistan’s constitution.

President Karzai. Yes.

President Bush. That document sets aside
a certain number of seats for women in the
National Assembly, and women will soon
compete for those seats in open elections this
September.

Three years ago, the smallest displays of
joy were outlawed. Women were beaten for
wearing brightly colored shoes. Even the
playing of music and the flying of kites were
outlawed. Today, we witness the rebirth of
a vibrant Afghan culture. Music {ills the mar-
ketplaces, and people are free to come to-
gether to celebrate in open.

Afghanistan’s journey to democracy and
peace deserves the support and respect of
every nation, because free nations do not
breed the ideology of terror. Last week, at
the G-8 Summit, President Karzai talked
with world leaders about the challenges of
building a secure and stable country.

My Government reaffirms its ironclad
commitment to help Afghanistan succeed
and prosper. Security is essential for steady
progress and growth. The forces of many na-
tions are working hard with Afghans to find
and defeat Taliban remnants and eliminate
Al Qaida terrorists. We're helping to build
the new Afghan national army and to train
new Afghan police and border patrol. To-
gether, we will maintain the peace, secure
Afghanistan’s borders, and deny terrorists
any foothold in that country.

I'm proud to call President Karzai a strong
ally in the war on terror.

The United States is also joining with Af-
ghanistan to announce five new initiatives
that will help the Afghan people achieve the
peace, stability, and prosperity they deserve.
First, the United States pledges its full sup-
port as Afghans continue to build the institu-
tions of democracy. America will launch an
ambitious training program for newly elected



