Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

therefore, draw the wrong lessons from it.
That’s my worry.

And you've just got to know there’s a lot
of people—I mean, there’s a lot of really
good people working as hard as they possibly
can to uncover any information that would
give us an indication of something that might
happen, and they're fully prepared to re-
spond. They're ready to make a move.

This is a different kind of war. I remem-
ber, right after September the 11th, saying
to the American people that this is a different
kind of war. This is something that’s just be-
yond our—the way we have thought before
about how war goes. First of all, nobody likes
war. You just got to know that about me. I
love peace. Ilong for peace. But I also under-
stand the nature of this enemy. And I told
the American people that sometimes you'll
see action and it will look like things are nor-
mal, but beneath the surface will lurk this
enemy. And that’s just the way it is. And I
want the American people to live a normal
life. It's my job to worry about it. It’s your
job to go about your business. If you see
something strange, of course, let the local au-
thorities know. But it is a—this is a—we’re
in this for a while. And I fully understand
the fatigue that comes with being told infor-
mation as best as we know it that something
might happen, but it’s my duty. I've got to
be as open with the American people as I
can and realistic in my assessment about the
realities of the world.

And I will repeat what I said, then I've
got to get on the bus and head on out. But
I will repeat what I said to Lancaster. Let
me say what I said before about this—about
the world we live in. We have a capacity to
leave behind a better world. T say “we”—
my—our generation, those of us who have
been given the responsibility of assuming the
duties of a civil society. We have a chance—
and we will—leave behind a better world for
future generations of America, by sticking to
what we believe, by understanding the great
power of liberty in societies, of believing that
credo that all people, regardless of their faith
or the color of their skin, have the capacity
to self-govern.

You see—Ilet me end on this note. I under-
stand and most Americans understand that
liberty and freedom are not America’s gift
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to the world. Freedom is the Almighty God’s
gift to every man and woman in this world.
We will defend America—we will defend
America. We will be unrelenting in our de-
fense of this country, by finding the enemy
before they find us. Listen, we want to whip
them in Iraq before we have to face them
here at home. We want to—but ultimately,
we will prevail, ultimately prevail, because
of the great values, the great universal values
that this country lives by.

Listen, thanks for coming. Thanks for your
help. God bless, and God bless America.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Palestinian terrorist Abu Nidal,
who was found dead in Baghdad, Iraq, on August
19, 2002; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab
Al Zarqawi; and Pat Roberts, chairman, Senate
Select Commiittee on Intelligence.

Remarks in Pottstown, Pennsylvania
July 9, 2004

Thank you all very much for coming out
to say hello. I'm honored to be here. I'm here
to ask for your vote. I'm campaigning be-
cause I want America to be a safer place,
a stronger place, and a better place.

It’s such an honor to be in the great State
of Pennsylvania, and it’s such an honor to
represent the greatest country on the face
of the Earth. Thanks for coming out to say
hello. May God bless you all, and may God
continue to bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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