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renewed in our country in the quiet love of 
neighbor for neighbor. We’ve all seen our 
Nation unite in common purpose when it 
mattered most. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have come 
through much together. We’ve done the hard 
work. We’ve made our Nation better and 
safer. We’ve turned the corner in extending 
freedom throughout the world. We’re ex-
panding opportunity here at home. And now, 
we move forward with confidence. During 
the next 4 years, we will spread opportunity 
to every corner of this country. We will pass 
the enduring values of our country to another 
generation. We will continue to lead the 
cause of freedom and peace, and we will pre-
vail. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all very 
much. God bless our great country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to entertainers John Popper and Sara 
Evans; Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, 
leader of Libya; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks on Receiving the Report of 
the National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 
States 
July 22, 2004 

The President. It’s been my honor to wel-
come Chairman Kean, Vice Chairman Ham-
ilton to the Oval Office. We just had a good 
discussion about the 9/11 Commission Re-
port. I want to thank these two gentlemen 
for serving their country so well and so admi-
rably. They’ve done a really good job of 
learning about our country, learning about 
what went wrong prior to September the 
11th, and making very solid, sound rec-
ommendations about how to move forward. 
I assured them that where Government 
needs to act, we will. 

I want to thank the Commission members 
as well. These people worked really hard, 
long hours. They took time out of their pri-
vate lives to serve America and have left their 
mark in a very constructive and positive way. 

These two men bring a commonsense ap-
proach to how to move forward. They recog-

nize what I recognize and America recog-
nizes, that there’s still a threat and that we 
in Government have an obligation to do ev-
erything in our power to safeguard the Amer-
ican people. And the report that they are 
about to present to me puts out some very 
constructive recommendations. And I look 
forward to studying their recommendations 
and look forward to working with responsible 
parties within my administration to move for-
ward on those recommendations. 

As well, we look forward to working with 
the Congress on the implementation of ways 
to do our duty. And the most important duty 
we have is the security of our fellow country-
men. 

So, thank you, men, for your service. I’m 
proud you’re here. You did a wonderful job. 

Commission Chairman Thomas H. 
Kean. Mr. President, we’d like to present 
you a copy of our report. I thank you very 
much for giving me the honor of serving. I 
thank you also on behalf of the Commission 
for unprecedented access to documents and 
cooperation from your administration. We 
were able to see things that no commission 
or no Member of Congress has ever seen in 
doing our work. And we thank you for allow-
ing us to do that. 

The President. Thank you, Tom. Good 
job. Thanks, Lee. I appreciate you. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 

Remarks at the Northeastern Illinois 
Public Safety Training Academy in 
Glenview, Illinois 
July 22, 2004 

Thanks for the warm welcome. It is a 
pleasure to be back in the great State of Illi-
nois. It’s an honor to be sharing the stage 
with some of America’s finest citizens, our 
firefighters and policemen, EMS teams. 
Thanks for welcoming me here. 

Our country faces new and unprecedented 
threats. The American people are counting 
on all who wear our Nation’s uniform. We 
are counting on the brave men and women 
of our Armed Forces, who are serving in dis-
tant corners of the world. We’re counting on 
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