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because we value human rights and human 
dignity. We weep when we see the brutality 
he inflicts on TV. It breaks our—that’s the 
only weapon he has. We also understand that 
freedom will whip the Zarqawis of the world 
in the long term. In the long term, free soci-
eties will make this world a peaceful place. 
Someday, an American President will be sit-
ting down with a duly elected leader of Iraq, 
and they’ll be talking about the peace. And 
our children and our grandchildren will be 
able to grow up in a better world. 

I believe the women in the broader Middle 
East yearn to be free. I believe that moms 
in every society want to raise their children 
in a free society. I believe that if given the 
chance, people in the broader Middle East 
will choose the finest government ever de-
vised by man, and that’s democracy. I believe 
all these things not because freedom is 
America’s gift to the world; I believe this be-
cause freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to 
each man and woman in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
abroad, we’ll build a safer world and a more 
hopeful America. By reforming our systems 
of Government, we’ll help more Americans 
realize their dreams. We’ll spread ownership 
and opportunity to every corner of this coun-
try. We’ll pass the enduring values of our 
country to a new generation. We will con-
tinue to lead the cause of freedom and peace. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time that requires firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the 
values that makes us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. I’ll never forget the day. 
I’ll never forget the sights and sounds of 
standing in that rubble. I remember workers 
in hardhats yelling at me, ‘‘Whatever it 
takes.’’ I remember doing my best to console 
those who had come out of the rubble, and 
a guy looked me right in the eye, and he 
said, ‘‘Don’t let me down.’’ I’ve waken up 
every morning since that day thinking about 
how best to protect America. I will never re-

lent in defending the security of this country, 
whatever it takes. 

Four years ago, as I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote, I said if you—I 
made a pledge that if you gave me a chance 
to serve our great country, I would uphold 
the honor and the dignity of the office to 
which I had been elected. With your help 
and with your hard work, I will do so for 
4 more years. 

God bless. Thanks for coming. Thank you 
all. Thank you, firefighters. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:39 p.m. at Voice 
of America Park. In his remarks, he referred to 
Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the key-
note address at the Republican National Conven-
tion; Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley and Auditor of 
State Betty Montgomery of Ohio; Ohio State 
Treasurer Joseph T. Deters, write-in candidate for 
county prosecutor, Hamilton County, OH; pro 
football Hall of Famer Anthony Munoz; country 
music entertainer Darryl Worley; senior Al Qaida 
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; and 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Budget Request To 
Support Comprehensive Response 
and Recovery Efforts After 
Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne 
September 27, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 8th, I signed into law Pub-

lic Law 108–303, the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief 
Act, which provided $2 billion in supple-
mental funds for hurricane-related disaster 
relief. On September 14th, I submitted a 
supplemental request totaling $3.1 billion to 
continue immediate assistance to address the 
impact of Hurricanes Charley and Frances. 

Due to Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne and 
other hurricane-related needs, I am request-
ing additional emergency funds from the 
Congress. I now ask the Congress to consider 
the enclosed requests, totaling over $7.1 bil-
lion, for additional emergency FY 2004 sup-
plemental resources for the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Homeland 

VerDate jul 14 2003 13:15 Oct 05, 2004 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P40OCT4.001 P40OCT4



2172 Sept. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

Security, the Interior, Justice, Transpor-
tation, and Veterans Affairs; as well as the 
Corps of Engineers, International Assistance 
Programs, and the Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

I hereby designate these specific proposals 
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. These additional re-
quests will support response and recovery ef-
fort to address the critical needs associated 
with the effects of Hurricanes Ivan and 
Jeanne and other storms in southern and 
eastern States and other affected areas. In 
addition to this enacted and requested emer-
gency funding, Federal agencies will con-
tinue to use existing resources and programs 
for response and recovery efforts from all re-
cent hurricanes and storms. 

I urge the Congress to limit this emer-
gency funding to those items directly related 
to the recovery efforts from the impact of 
these recent major disasters and to act expe-
ditiously on this and my September 14th 
emergency supplemental request. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush

Executive Order 13358—Assignment 
of Functions Relating to Certain 
Appointments, Promotions, and 
Commissions in the Armed Forces 
September 28, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Assignment of Functions to the 
Secretary of Defense. The Secretary of De-
fense shall perform, except with respect to 
the Coast Guard during any period in which 
it is not operating as a service in the Navy, 
the functions of the President under the fol-
lowing provisions of title 10, United States 
Code: 

(a) subsection 1521(a); 
(b) the first sentence of subsection 

12203(a); 

(c) the first sentence of subsection 
14111(a), except with respect to re-
ports relating to the grades of briga-
dier general or above, or rear admiral 
(lower half) or above; and 

(d) subsection 14310(a), except with re-
spect to removals relating to a pro-
motion list for grades of brigadier 
general or above, or rear admiral 
(lower half) or above. 

Sec. 2. Assignment of Functions to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall perform, with re-
spect to the Coast Guard during any period 
in which it is not operating as a service in 
the Navy, the functions assigned to the Presi-
dent by the following provisions of the 
United States Code: 

(a) subsection 1521(a) of title 10; 
(b) the first sentence of subsection 

12203(a) of title 10; 
(c) subsection 729(g) of title 14, except 

with respect to approval of, or re-
moval of a name from, a report relat-
ing to the grades of rear admiral 
(lower half) or above; and 

(d) subsection 738(a) of title 14, except 
with respect to removals relating to 
a promotion list for grades of rear ad-
miral (lower half) or above. 

Sec. 3. Reassignment of Functions As-
signed. The Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may reassign 
the functions assigned to them by this order 
to civilian officers, within their respective de-
partments, who hold a position for which the 
President makes an appointment by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, except 
that the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may not reas-
sign the functions assigned by sections 1(b) 
and 2(b), respectively. The Secretary of De-
fense may not reassign the function assigned 
by section 1(c) of this order except to such 
an officer within the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense (as defined in section 131(b) of 
title 10). 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall take effect on October 1, 2004. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to limit or otherwise affect the 
authority of the President as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
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