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of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Israel provided for
by the FTA, the President may proclaim such
withdrawal, suspension, modification, or con-
tinuance of any duty, or such continuance
of existing duty-free or excise treatment, or
such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be required or appropriate to carry
out the FTA.

4. Pursuant to section 4(b) of the FTA Act,
I have determined that it is necessary, in
order to maintain the general level of recip-
rocal and mutually advantageous concessions
with respect to Israel, to provide through the
close of December 31, 2008, access into the
United States customs territory for specified
quantities of certain agricultural products of
Israel free of duty or certain fees or other
import charges.

5. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974
(19 U.S.C. 2483) (the “Trade Act”) author-
izes the President to embody in the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 4 of the FTA Act
and section 604 of the Trade Act, do hereby
proclaim:

(1) In order to implement aspects of the
2004 Agreement with the Government of
Israel, concerning certain aspects of trade in
agricultural products, the HTS is modified
as provided in the Annex to this proclama-
tion.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(3) The modifications to the HTS made
by the Annex to this proclamation shall be
effective with respect to goods that are the
product of Israel and are entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after January 1, 2004, and the tariff treat-
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ment set forth therein shall be effective as
provided in such Annex through December
31, 2008.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 6, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 7.

Statement on the Death of
Gordon Cooper

October 5, 2004

Gordon Cooper was a pioneer of human
space exploration. He was one of the original
seven Mercury astronauts, logging more than
225 hours in space throughout his distin-
guished career. He also served his country
in the United States Air Force and received
numerous awards including the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. Laura joins me in
sending our condolences to the entire Coo-
per family.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
Legislation To Reinstate the Draft

October 5, 2004

I applaud the House of Representatives
for soundly rejecting the “Reinstate the
Draft” bill, sponsored by Congressman Ran-
gel in the House and Senator Hollings in the
Senate. If this bill were presented to me, I
would veto it. America’s all-volunteer mili-
tary is the best in the world, and reinstating
the draft would be bad policy. We have in-
creased pay and benefits to ensure that our
troops have the resources they need to fight
and win the war on terror. I want every
American to understand that, as long as I am
President, there will be no draft.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 163.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request To
Support Comprehensive Response
and Recovery Efforts After
Hurricane Jeanne

October 5, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

On September 8th, I signed into law Pub-
lic Law 108-303, the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief
Act, 2004, which provided $2 billion in sup-
plemental funds for hurricane-related dis-
aster relief. On September 14th and 27th,
I submitted additional supplemental requests
totaling $10.2 billion to continue immediate
assistance to address the impact of Hurri-
canes Charley, Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne.

Due to the availability of better estimates
regarding the damage resulting from Hurri-
cane Jeanne, I am requesting additional
emergency funds from the Congress to ad-
dress this natural disaster. I now ask the Con-
gress to consider the enclosed requests, total-
ing $691.2 million, for additional emergency
resources for the Departments of Agri-
culture, Defense, the Interior, Transpor-
tation, and Veterans Affairs; as well as the
Corps of Engineers, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and International Assistance
Programs.

I hereby designate these specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. These additional re-
quests will support response and recovery ef-
forts to address the critical needs associated
with the effects of Hurricane Jeanne. In addi-
tion to this enacted and requested emer-
gency funding, Federal agencies will con-
tinue to use existing resources and programs
for response and recovery efforts from all re-
cent hurricanes and storms.

I urge the Congress to limit this emer-
gency funding to those items directly related
to the recovery efforts from the impact of
these recent major disasters and to act expe-
ditiously on this and my pending emergency
supplemental requests.
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The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks in Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania
October 6, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you
all very much. Thank you all. Thank you all
for coming. Please be seated. Thank you all.
Thank you. Please be seated. Gosh, thanks
for such a great welcome. I appreciate it. It’s
great to be in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.
It’s such an honor to be back here. I'm glad
to be in a part of the world where people
work hard, they love their families. Good to
be in a part of the world where people like
to hunt and fish.

My regret is that Laura is not with me.
She is

Audience members. Aw-w-w!

The President. 1 know it. [Laughter]
That’s generally the reaction. [Laughter]
Kind of like, “Why didn’t you stay home and
send Laura.” [Laughter] You're not going to
believe this; it’s a true story—or kind of true.
[Laughter] 1 said, “Will you marry me?” She
said, “Fine, just so long as I never have to
give a speech.” [Laughter] I said, “Okay, you
got a deal.” [Laughter] Fortunately, she
didn’t hold me to that promise. Laura—when
Laura speaks, people see a compassionate,
decent, strong First Lady.

I had my morning briefing today with
someone you're familiar with. That would be
your former Governor Tom Ridge. So Laura
sends her best, as does Tom Ridge.

Today I traveled with Don Sherwood. As
we say in Crawford, he’s a good one. He’s
a great Member of the United States House
of Representatives. I'm proud to work with
him. He cares deeply about the people of
this important part of the State of Pennsyl-
vania. He is a fine Representative who brings
integrity to the office. I appreciate your serv-
ice.

I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials who are here. I want to thank the can-
didates who are here. I want to thank the




