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the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 19, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 16, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 20. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 16, 2004 

Good morning. Over the past 4 years, I 
have brought a straightforward approach to 
the Presidency. I tell you what I’m going to 
do, and I keep my word. When I came into 
office 4 years ago, the economy was sliding 
into recession. Then terrorist attacks cost our 
Nation nearly a million jobs in 3 months. To 
help families and to get this economy grow-
ing again, I pledged to reduce taxes, and I 
kept my word. Now the results are clear. 
Over the last 3 years, America’s economy has 
grown at the fastest rate of any major indus-
trialized nation. The homeownership rate is 
at an alltime high, and we have added more 
than 1.9 million new jobs in the past 13 
months. 

My opponent has a different approach. 
Over the last 20 years, he has voted to raise 
taxes 98 times. Now he is promising over $2.2 
trillion in new spending, and paying for it 
would require broad tax increases on small 
businesses and the middle class. I have a bet-
ter plan. I will continue to be wise with tax-
payers’ money, and I will keep your taxes low. 

When I came into office, too many of our 
children were shuffled through school with-
out learning the basics. I pledged to restore 
accountability and end the soft bigotry of low 
expectations, and I kept my word. Now our 
children are making sustained progress in 
reading and math, and we are closing the 
achievement gap for minority students. 

My opponent has pledged to weaken the 
No Child Left Behind Act. His proposals 
would undermine the accountability we 
worked so hard to pass. I have a better plan. 
We will keep demanding results for all our 
children, and we will leave no child behind. 

When I came into office, Medicare wasn’t 
paying for the prescription drugs that can re-
duce health costs and save a lot of lives. I 
pledged to strengthen and modernize Medi-
care for our seniors, and I kept my word. 
Now seniors are saving money with drug dis-
count cards. And in 2006, all seniors will be 
able to get prescription drug coverage. 

On health care, my opponent has a history 
of opposing needed reforms. He voted 
against the Medicare bill even though it was 
supported by the AARP and other seniors 
groups. He has voted 10 times against med-
ical liability reform, and now his health care 
proposal calls for bigger, more intrusive Gov-
ernment. Eight out of ten people who get 
health care under his plan would be placed 
on a Government program. I have a better 
plan. I will protect doctors and patients from 
junk lawsuits, help employees in small busi-
nesses afford health coverage, make sure 
every poor county has a community health 
center. And I will make sure health decisions 
are always made by patients and doctors, not 
by officials in Washington, DC. 

In this time of change, some things do not 
change. Those are the values we try to live 
by, courage and compassion, reverence and 
integrity. I stand for a culture of life in which 
every person matters and every being counts. 
I stand for marriage and family, which are 
the foundations of our society. I stand for 
the appointment of Federal judges who know 
the difference between personal opinion and 
the strict interpretation of the law. 

My opponent says he supports the institu-
tion of marriage, but he voted against the 
Defense of Marriage Act, which Congress 
passed by an overwhelming majority and my 
predecessor signed into law. My opponent 
has voted against sensible bipartisan meas-
ures like parental notification laws. He voted 
against the ban on partial-birth abortion. 

On issues that are vital to this Nation’s fu-
ture, all Americans know where I stand. I’m 
a compassionate conservative. I believe in 
policies that empower people to improve 
their lives, not try to run their lives. I believe 
in helping men and women find the skills 
and tools to prosper in a changing world. I 
have worked to help all Americans build a 
future of dignity and independence. And that 
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is how I will continue to lead this Nation 
for 4 more years. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45 a.m. 
on October 15 at the Jacksonville Inn in Jackson-
ville, OR, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 
16. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks in Sunrise, Florida 
October 16, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Nothing 
like spending a Saturday morning in Florida. 
Thank you. I’m proud you all are here. 
Thanks for coming. 

I’m really proud of my brother Jeb. Your 
State has been tested recently—not one hur-
ricane but four hurricanes. Jeb was a strong 
leader during these times. I had the honor 
of visiting Florida’s families with him, those 
who hurt with him. I had an honor of trav-
eling your State and seeing the great compas-
sion of Florida arise as people hurt and suf-
fered. You know, when times are tough is 
when you see where strong leaders emerge. 
Strong leadership emerged not only in your 
Governor, but strong leadership emerged all 
throughout your great State. We’ll continue 
to help Florida rebuild. But one thing about 
this State you never have to worry about is 
the spirit of the people. 

Listen, Laura and I are here to ask for 
the vote. We’re traveling in Florida, and 
we’re here to ask for your help. Make sure 
you get people to the polls. Starting Monday, 
people can vote. Listen, don’t overlook dis-
cerning Democrats when you get them head-
ed to the polls, people like Zell Miller. Re-
mind people that if they want a safer Amer-
ica, a stronger America, and a better Amer-
ica, to put me and Dick Cheney back in of-
fice. 

And one reason you need to put me back 
in office is so that Laura will have 4 more 
years as the First Lady. When I asked her 
to marry me, she said, ‘‘Fine, I’ll marry you, 
just so long as I never have to give a political 
speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, you’ve got 

a deal.’’ Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to 
that deal. When people see her speak, they 
see a compassionate, strong, warm First 
Lady. I am really proud of her. 

And I am really proud of my runningmate, 
Dick Cheney. Now, look, I admit he doesn’t 
have the waviest hair in the race. [Laughter] 
I didn’t pick him because of his hair. I picked 
him because of his judgment, his experience, 
and his ability to get the job done. 

I appreciate so very much Wendell Hays 
joining me, Laura, and Jeb up here. Wendell, 
thank you for your service. Thank you for 
your courage, and thank you for your under-
standing the vision of peace that we’re 
spreading. 

I appreciate Congressman Clay Shaw join-
ing us today. I want to thank Congresswoman 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen for joining us today. My 
friend Mel Martinez is not here, but you 
need to put him in the United States Senate. 
I want to thank Attorney General Charlie 
Crist joining us today. Mr. General, I appre-
ciate you being here. Listen, the mayor of 
Fort Lauderdale is with us today—Mr. 
Mayor. 

I thank all the grassroots activists. You 
never get thanked enough for putting up the 
signs or making the phone calls. I’m here 
to thank you for what you’re going to do over 
the next 2 weeks. Turn out the vote. We’ll 
win Florida again and win a great victory in 
November. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. In the last few years, the 
American people have gotten to know me. 
They know my blunt way of speaking. I get 
that from my mom. They know that I some-
times mangle the English language. [Laugh-
ter] I get that from my dad. [Laughter] 
Americans also know that I tell you exactly 
what I’m going to do, and I keep my word. 

Those debates were interesting experi-
ences. I enjoyed them. They highlighted the 
stark differences between my opponent and 
me. We have very different records and very 
different plans for the future. My record is 
one of reforming education, of lowering 
taxes, of providing prescription drug cov-
erage for our seniors, for improving home-
land security, and for waging an aggressive 
war against the ideologues of hate. 
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