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submitted to the Congress are subjected to
appropriate executive branch review.

Section 518 of the Act purports to direct
the conduct of security and suitability inves-
tigations. To the extent that section 518 re-
lates to access to classified national security
information, the executive branch shall con-
strue this provision in a manner consistent
with the President’s exclusive constitutional
authority, as head of the unitary executive
branch and as Commander in Chief, to clas-
sify and control access to national security
information and to determine whether an in-
dividual is suitable to occupy a position in
the executive branch with access to such in-
formation.

To the extent that section 522 of the Act
purports to allow an agent of the legislative
branch to prevent implementation of the law
unless the legislative agent reports to the
Congress that the executive branch has met
certain conditions, the executive branch shall
construe such section as advisory, in accord-
ance with the constitutional principles enu-
merated in the Chadha decision.

As is consistent with the text of the Act,
the executive branch shall construe section
528 as relating to the integrity and super-
vision of the United States Secret Service
only within the Department of Homeland
Security. The executive branch therefore
shall construe section 528 neither to affect
the functions and supervision of personnel
of the Secret Service assigned or detailed to
duty outside the Department of Homeland
Security nor to limit participation by the Se-
cret Service in cooperative command and
other arrangements with other governmental
entities for the conduct of particular oper-
ations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 18, 2004.

NotE: H.R. 4567, approved October 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108-334.

Oct. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

Statement on Signing the District of
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2005

October 18, 2004

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4850,
the “District of Columbia Appropriations
Act, 2005.” The bill appropriates funds for
the Government of the District of Columbia
and other activities chargeable against the
revenues of the District.

The provision of the Act relating to the
Federal payment to the office of the Dis-
trict’s Chief Financial Officer makes funds
available for the projects and in the amounts
specified in the statement of managers ac-
companying the conference report on the
Act. While the specifications of projects and
amounts in the statement of managers cannot
satisfy the constitutional requirements of bi-
cameral approval and presentment to the
President needed to give them the force of
law, the executive branch shall treat the spec-
ifications in a manner reflecting the comity
between the executive and legislative
branches on such matters.

Section 309 of the Act purports to require
the use of particular revenue estimates in the
budget request for fiscal year 2006. The exec-
utive branch shall construe section 309 in a
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to recommend for con-
gressional consideration such measures, in-
cluding requests for appropriations, as he
judges necessary and expedient.

Section 331(5) of the Act purports to re-
quire congressional committee approval
prior to obligation or expenditure of appro-
priated funds. The executive branch shall
construe this provision to require only prior
notification to the congressional committees,
as any other construction would be contrary
to the constitutional principles set forth by
the Supreme Court of the United States in
1983 in INS v. Chadha.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 18, 2004.

NotE: H.R. 4850, approved October 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108-335.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Oct. 19

Proclamation 7834—National
Character Counts Week, 2004

October 18, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Individuals have the power to do much
good, and great societies are built by knowing
the difference between right and wrong. Peo-
ple of character strengthen our country
through their daily actions. To help children
fulfill their potential and build a more hope-
ful future for our Nation, we must continue
to encourage and support the character de-
velopment of our young people and support
the institutions that give direction and pur-
pose: our families, our schools, and our faith-
based and community organizations.

Americans of all ages continue to inspire
others with their compassion and decency by
giving their time to faith-based and commu-
nity organizations and bringing hope to oth-
ers at home and around the world. The Sen-
ior Corps has more than 500,000 caring souls
serving in its programs; the Peace Corps has
grown to its highest number of volunteers
in 28 years; and AmeriCorps will grow by
50 percent to 75,000 members this year. Al-
most two million students volunteer each
year through the Learn and Serve America
programs, which incorporate community
service as a vital part of education. In addi-
tion, more than 1,300 communities have
formed Citizen Corps Councils; over 10,000
communities have registered Neighborhood
Watch programs; more than 27,000 Ameri-
cans are serving in the Medical Reserve
Corps; over 52,000 citizens have completed
Community Emergency Response Team
training; and there are more than 68,000 vol-
unteers in the Volunteers in Police Service
program. The true strength of America lies
in the hearts and souls of its citizens, and
these volunteers are making our country bet-
ter and stronger.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 17
through October 23, 2004, as National Char-
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acter Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, parents, students,
and all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:31 a.m., October 20, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 21.

Remarks in St. Petersburg, Florida
October 19, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Nothing like spending a Tuesday morning at
the ballpark. I can’t thank you enough for
coming. It lifts our spirits to see so many
people here.

It's close to voting time, and I'm here to
ask for your vote. We're going to travel your
State today, and we’ll be back quite often,
asking the people of Florida for their vote.
I'm also here to ask for your help. See, you
can vote now in Florida. So get your friends
and neighbors to do their duty. We have a
duty in this country to vote. And remind
them when you get them headed to the polls,
if they want a safer America, a stronger
America, and a better America, to put me
and Dick Cheney back in office.

As I travel your State giving people a rea-
son why they ought to put me back in office,
perhaps the most important one of all is so
that Laura is the First Lady for 4 more years.
I'm really proud of her. I love her a lot. She
is a warm, compassionate, great First Lady
for this country.

And I'm proud of my runningmate, Dick
Cheney. He does not have the waviest hair
in this race. [Laughter] I didn’t pick him be-
cause of his hairdo. [Laughter] I picked him
because of his experience, his judgment, his
ability to get the job done for the American
people.



