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NoTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at the
Lake Sumter Landing Market Square. In his re-
marks, he referred to Florida State Representative
Carey Baker and his wife, Lori; Mel R. Martinez,
senatorial candidate in Florida; former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Allied Landing on Leyte Island
October 19, 2004

On October 20, we commemorate the
60th anniversary of the Allied landing on
Leyte Island’s shores, a pivotal moment in
the history of the War in the Pacific and in
the human struggle for liberty. The Leyte
landing is a central event in the long history
of friendship between the peoples of the
Philippines and the United States.

This year we are privileged that American,
Filipino, and Australian veterans once again
stand on the very beach where they fought
for the liberation of the Philippines six dec-
ades ago. Many of those brave Allied soldiers
made the ultimate sacrifice on these shores
in the cause of freedom. MacArthur,
Osmena, Romulo, and all those heroes com-
memorated in bronze on Leyte’s shores were
tenacious and brave.

Veterans of the Leyte landing: Know that
we will continue to recognize this date as a
day to draw renewed inspiration from your
courage and sacrifice in the cause of free-
dom. We will pass on to our children what
your great generation has passed to us, a
world where liberty is the right of all human-
kind, and where men and women will remain
vigilant in its defense.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2004

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, the President declared a national
emergency pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.) to deal with the unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
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foreign policy, and economy of the United
States constituted by the actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia, and the extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm such actions cause in the
United States and abroad.

The order blocks all property and interests
in property that are in the United States or
within the possession or control of United
States persons or foreign persons listed in an
annex to the order, as well as of foreign per-
sons determined to play a significant role in
international narcotics trafficking centered in
Colombia. The order similarly blocks all
property and interests in property of foreign
persons determined to materially assist in, or
provide financial or technological support for
or goods or services in support of, the nar-
cotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or per-
sons determined to be owned or controlled
by, or to act for or on behalf of, persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order. The
order also prohibits any transaction or deal-
ing by United States persons or within the
United States in such property or interests
in property.

Because the actions of significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia continue to
threaten the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and to
cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and
abroad, the national emergency declared on
October 21, 1995, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 21, 2004. Therefore, in accordance with
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for
1 year the national emergency with respect
to significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia. This notice shall be published in
the Federal Register and transmitted to the
Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 19, 2004.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:29 p.m., October 19, 2004]
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NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia is to continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 21, 2004, to the Federal Register for pub-
lication. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was published in the Federal
Register on October 20, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg.
60023).

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause extreme violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to maintain economic
pressure on significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia by blocking their prop-
erty or interests in property that are in the
United States or within the possession or
control of United States persons and by de-
priving them of access to U.S. commercial
and financial markets.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this letter.

Remarks in Mason City, Iowa
October 20, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Thank you all for coming out to say hello.
It is great to be in Mason City, Iowa. I appre-
ciate the warm welcome. It’s the home of
fine corn, fine people, and fine music.

I'm here to ask for your help. We're less
than 2 weeks away from voting time. And
I'd like for you to get your friends and neigh-
bors and remind them we have a duty in de-
mocracy to vote. And get them headed to
the polls, and remind them, if they want a
safer America and a stronger America and
a better America, to put me and Dick Che-
ney back in office.

My only regret is that Laura is not trav-
eling with me today.

Audience members. Aw-w-w!

The President. That is generally the reac-
tion. [Laughter] “Why didn’t you send her,
and you stay at home?” [Laughter] She was
a public school librarian when I met her for
the second time. See, we were in the seventh
grade together in San Jacinto Junior High
in Midland, Texas. She became a public
school librarian, and I met her again. I said,
“Will you marry me?” She said, “Fine, just
so long as I never have to give a speech.”
[Laughter] 1 said, “Okay, you got a deal.”
Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to that deal.
She is giving a lot of speeches, and when
she does the American people see a warm,
compassionate, great First Lady. I am trav-
eling in Towa today to give you reasons why
I think you ought to put me back into office,
but perhaps the most important one of all
is so that Laura is the First Lady for 4 more
years.

This morning in the Oval Office, I met
with our fine Vice President, Dick Cheney.
I was there, of course, to discuss national se-
curity matters before we hit the campaign
trail today. I'm proud of my Vice President.
I admit to you, he does not have the waviest
hair in the race. [Laughter] You'll be happy
I didn't pick him because of his hairdo.



