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in need, enrich their own lives, and reflect
the true spirit of America.

America is a country of hope and promise
that honors the dignity of all its citizens. Our
family caregivers sometimes sacrifice their
own emotional and physical needs to dedi-
cate their time and energy to serving their
loved ones. By taking on this enormous re-
sponsibility, they are helping honor life in all
its seasons.

My Administration remains committed to
supporting the important contributions of
family caregivers. My fiscal year 2005 budget
includes tax relief for Americans who need
long-term care and individuals who care for
these family members in their homes. We
will also continue to work with employers,
faith-based and community organizations,
universities, and national aging organizations
to bring critical services such as individual
counseling, educational activities, respite
care, and family leave policies to more Amer-
icans.

By bringing loving support to their loved
ones, our Nation’s family caregivers make our
country a better place. During National Fam-
ily Caregivers Month, we honor their gen-
erosity and dedication, and we recognize the
vital role of family in the lives of our citizens.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2004
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor and support
the family members, friends, and neighbors
who provide care to their loved ones in need.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:39 a.m., November 8, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 9.
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Proclamation 7843—National
Hospice Month, 2004

November 4, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Hospice programs are a vital part of our
Nation’s health care system. They provide
comfort, peace, and dignity for individuals in
the final stage of life and their families. Dur-
ing National Hospice Month, we recognize
the dedicated professionals and volunteers
who provide hospice care, and we emphasize
the importance of respecting and honoring
life in all of its seasons.

For many terminally ill patients, hospice
care is a compassionate alternative to tradi-
tional care at a hospital or nursing home.
Hospice physicians, nurses, counselors, and
volunteers focus on making patients as com-
fortable as possible, while allowing patients
to remain at home and close to their families.
With comprehensive assistance, these care-
givers help control pain and other symptoms
and provide emotional and spiritual support
to both patient and family. In 2002, accord-
ing to the National Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization, an estimated 885,000 in-
dividuals were admitted to one of the over
3,000 hospice programs in the United States.

My Administration has acted to strengthen
and modernize Medicare for our seniors, and
we remain committed to providing a health
care system that meets the needs of every
patient. Hospice services are covered by
Medicare, and many States offer hospice care
under their Medicaid programs. The Medi-
care legislation that I signed into law last De-
cember provides that Medicare will, for the
first time, cover hospice consultation services
so that terminally ill patients and their fami-
lies will better understand end-of-life issues
and care options. The legislation also makes
the program more flexible and responsive to
the needs of patients, allows patients to des-
ignate a nurse practitioner to coordinate their
hospice care, and directs the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to explore ways
to make hospice care more widely available
to beneficiaries who live in rural areas.
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Americans believe in the worth and dignity
of every person, and we are promoting a cul-
ture of life in our Nation. By caring for life
at every stage, we can create a more compas-
sionate and merciful world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2004
as National Hospice Month. I encourage all
our citizens to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities. I also ask
Americans to recognize our health care pro-
fessionals and volunteers for their contribu-
tions to helping those facing terminal illness
receive quality care.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:39 a.m., November 8, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 9.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Weapons of Mass
Destruction

November 4, 2004

On November 14, 1994, by Executive
Order 12938, President Clinton declared a
national emergency with respect to the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States posed by the proliferation of
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons
(weapons of mass destruction) and the means
of delivering such weapons. On July 28, 1998,
the President issued Executive Order 13094
to amend Executive Order 12938 to respond
more effectively to the worldwide threat of
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
and the means of delivering such weapons.
Because the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and the means of delivering them
continues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
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policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency first declared on No-
vember 14, 1994, must continue in effect be-
yond November 14, 2004. In accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12938, as amend-
ed.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 4, 2004.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 5, 2004]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on November 8.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Weapons of Mass
Destruction

November 4, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency posed by the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction and their deliv-
ery systems declared by Executive Order
12938 on November 14, 1994, as amended,
is to continue in effect beyond November
14, 2004. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was signed on October 29,
2003, and published in the Federal Register
on October 31, 2003 (68 FR 62209).

Because the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and the means of delivering



