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Statement on the Resignation of
Tommy G. Thompson as Secretary of
Health and Human Services

December 3, 2004

I have known Tommy Thompson for many
years—first when we served as Governors
and then as my Secretary of Health and
Human Services. He is a friend and a true
public servant who worked every day to make
Americans healthier and to help more Ameri-
cans in need achieve the dream of independ-
ence and personal responsibility.

He worked to modernize and add pre-
scription drug coverage to Medicare for the
first time in the program’s history. He fo-
cused on expanding services to seniors, peo-
ple with disabilities, and low-income Ameri-
cans. He led the effort to broaden the net-
work of community health centers across our
country and to advance the development and
use of health information technology.
Throughout his career as Governor and as
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Tommy has led efforts to reform welfare laws
and help more people transition from welfare
to work.

Tommy has been a stalwart member of my
homeland security team, especially through
his contributions to our Nation’s response to
the threat of bioterrorism. And he has done
a superb job in our compassionate mission
of helping those here and abroad fight the
scourge of the HIV/AIDS virus.

Tommy served as Governor of Wisconsin
for 14 years and has served as Secretary of
Health and Human Services for 4 years, and
I appreciate his desire to tackle new chal-
lenges. I wish Tommy and Sue Ann all the
best.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Thompson’s letter of res-
ignation.

Statement on the Resignation of

John C. Danforth as United States
Ambassador to the United Nations

December 3, 2004

Jack Danforth has served with distinction
as United States Ambassador to the United
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Nations. He represented our Nation ably and
well during a time when we are waging a
global war on terror. Because of his tireless
efforts as Special Envoy to the Sudan, the
world is closer than ever to seeing an end
to the Sudanese North-South conflict.
Throughout his life, including as a distin-
guished United States Senator and as Attor-
ney General of Missouri, Jack Danforth has
been a man of strong convictions and deep
integrity who has made our country better
and stronger. I understand his desire to re-
turn home to Missouri, and I thank Jack for
his superb service and his friendship. I wish
Sally and him all the best.

Executive Order 13365—2004
Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States

December 3, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801-946),
and in order to prescribe amendments to the
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States,
prescribed by Executive Order 12473, as
amended, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) Paragraph 4 of the Pre-
amble to Part I of the Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, is amended by adding
a third subparagraph to read as follows:

“The Department of Defense Joint Service
Committee (JSC) on Military Justice reviews
the Manual for Courts-Martial and proposes
amendments to the Department of Defense
for consideration by the President on an an-
nual basis. In conducting its annual review,
the JSC is guided by DoD Directive 5500.17,
“The Roles and Responsibilities of the Joint
Service Committee (JSC) on Military Jus-
tice.” DoD Directive 5500.17 includes provi-
sions allowing public participation in the an-
nual review process.”

(b) Department of Defense Directive
5500.17 shall be included as Appendix 26 to
the Manual for Courts-Martial, United
States.

Sec. 2. Part II of the Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, is amended as follows:



