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and respect for tradition are passed on to fu-
ture generations. This observance also re-
minds all Americans of the unique fabric that
makes up our country and the diversity that
has made our Nation stronger and better.
Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for peace and prosperity in the New Year.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Implementation of the Plan for
Securing Nuclear Weapons,
Material, and Expertise of the States
of the Former Soviet Union

February 8, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 1205 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-314), I am pro-
viding a report prepared by my Administra-
tion on implementation during 2003 of the
plan for securing nuclear weapons, material,
and expertise of the states of the former So-
viet Union.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 8, 2005.

NoTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 9. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Aleksander Kwasniewski
of Poland and an Exchange With
Reporters

February 9, 2005

President Bush. The President and T will
have opening statements. I'll answer a ques-
tion from the American press; he’ll answer
a question—or somebody will answer a ques-
tion from the Polish press. And we’ll do this
twice.

Feb. 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

Thank you all for coming. Welcome back
to the Oval Office. It is my great pleasure
to welcome my friend back here to discuss
important international policy and policy re-
lated to our bilateral relationship. We've dis-
cussed and will continue to discuss very im-
portant issues. We'll talk about, of course,
Iraq and our mutual desire to train Iraqis
so that they can defend their own freedom.
We'll talk about my trip to Europe. I'm look-
ing forward to advice from my friend.

We'll continue to discuss the Ukraine, and
let me just step back and say that I'm im-
pressed by the leadership of President
Kwasniewski when it came to the Ukraine.
He showed remarkable leadership. And the
people of Ukraine are better for it, and the
world appreciates that, and I appreciate it.

We'll spend time continuing to talk about
the importance of our bilateral relationship,
whether it be trade and commerce or wheth-
er it be the ability of Polish folks to travel
to the United States of America. The visa
policy of the country has been under review
for a while, and now we’ve got a way forward
to make trips to America easier for Polish
citizens.

I want to thank you for your leadership
on that issue, Mr. Prime Minister. I mean,
Mr. President. Excuse me. I demoted him.
[Laughter] Well, it’s not a demotion.

President Kwasniewski. No.

President Bush. It's a lateral transfer.
[Laughter] Anyway, I am thrilled you're here
and look forward to seeing you not only over
lunch but in Brussels on my trip. Welcome.

President Kwasniewski. Thank you. So
I should speak Polish in the beginning.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, first
of all, T would like to express my joy that
this is my fourth visit already to the White
House, visiting President George W. Bush.

I want to tell you that we talked about Pol-
ish-American cooperation, which has now a
strategic, lasting character. And in the recent
years, we have had many successful events
in cooperation with the United States.

During our meeting today, we talked about
Iraq. Poland participates in the stabilization
mission in Iraq, and we are full of optimism
thinking about that country and about the
successful completion of our mission.



