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or aircraft that may engage in memorial ac-
tivities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. On
February 26, 2004, by Proclamation 7757,
the scope of the national emergency was ex-
panded in order to deny monetary and mate-
rial support to the repressive Cuban govern-
ment, which had taken a series of steps to
destabilize relations with the United States,
including threatening to abrogate the Migra-
tion Accords with the United States and to
close the United States Interests Section.
Further, Cuba’s most senior officials repeat-
edly asserted that the United States intended
to invade Cuba, despite explicit denials from
the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defense
that such action is planned. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to Cuba and the emergency authority
relating to the regulation of the anchorage
and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867 as amended and expanded by Proc-
lamation 7757.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 18, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 23, 2005]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on February 24. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Relating to Cuba and the
Emergency Authority Relating to the
Regulation of the Anchorage and
Movement of Vessels

February 18, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
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of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, which states that the
emergency declared with respect to the Gov-
ermment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, as amended and expanded
on February 26, 2004, is to continue in effect
beyond March 1, 2005.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this letter. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Interview With European Print
Journalists
February 18, 2005

The President. Let me give a couple of
opening comments, and we’ll do a couple
rounds of questions.

First, 'm—you know, I said in my press
conference yesterday, for a period of time,
we have a tendency in Europe and in Amer-
ica to talk past each other. In other words,
September the 11th for some was obviously
an important moment, but it passed. For us,
it changed our way of thinking. It changed
our foreign policy. It caused me, as the Presi-
dent, and people in my administration to
have an intense focus on securing our coun-
try. And I say “talk past” because when you
have a different view about priority, it creates
a—it’s missed opportunity, is the best way
to put it.

So my trip to Europe, with that in mind,
is to seize the moment and invigorate a rela-
tionship that is a vital relationship for our
own security as well as a vital relationship
for long-term peace in the world. We com-
pete at times, but we don’t compete when
it comes to values, and that’s a very important



