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are certain criterion that have to be met, and
Zoellick, who is now the Deputy Secretary
of State or will be soon—confirmed but not
sworn in—actually spent some time working
with one of his counterparts there to figure
out the way forward on the WTO.

So there’s a variety of kind of the different
points that I look forward to talking to Vladi-
mir about. Iran is going to be a subject I'll
spend time with him on. And he’s got influ-
ence in that area, on that subject, and he
agrees with our friends in Europe that the
Iranians should not have a nuclear weapon.
And that’s the common goal. And we've just
got to keep sight of that goal and keep them
focused on that goal—keep the Iranians fo-
cused on the goal. And that’s a very impor-
tant part about achieving success and not let
them try to divide the United States or Eu-
rope or Russia and Europe or Russia and the
United States on the subject. There needs
to be—and I said this the other day—I said,
“We've got to go speak with a common
voice.” And that's important for the aya-
tollahs to hear, a common voice, in order to
achieve the objective we all want.

I'm looking forward to it.

Q. Sir

The President. Yes. Andrei, is this a fol-
lowup?

Q. Yes, a followup, a very brief followup.
You mentioned May and Moscow:

The President. Yes.

World War II Memorial

Q. Only a year ago, you dedicated the na-
tional memorial here in Washington to vet-
erans. Does it mean they had not been recog-
nized before? Your father was a veteran in
that war.

The President. Oh, no, no, they've all
been recognized. I mean, listen, Americans
love—there have been books; the “Greatest
Generation,” they were called. And this is
a generation of Americans that are com-
pletely revered and loved. And I hope there’s
the same sense of veneration and love in Rus-
sia toward guys my dad’s age.

Q. There sure is.

The President. But no, you should not—
that’s an interesting point you make. Just be-
cause it took a while to get the site, the
money raised, the architecture done, does
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not—should not reflect the great apprecia-
tion that our Nation has for those who fought
in World War II.

Okay, guys, thank you.

NotE: The interview began at 9:45 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House, and the
transcript was embargoed for release by the Office
of the Press Secretary until 11:59 p.m. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Jacques
Chirac of France; Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
of Germany; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; President Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; and
Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda of Slovakia. He
also referred to Provincial Reconstruction Teams
(PRTs), a component of NATO’s International Se-
curity Assistance Force operating in Afghanistan.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this interview. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 19, 2005

Good morning. Tomorrow I leave on a trip
to Europe, where I will reaffirm the impor-
tance of our transatlantic relationship with
our European friends and allies.

Over the last several weeks, the world has
witnessed momentous events, Palestinians
voting for an end to violence, Ukrainians
standing up for their democratic rights, Iraqis
going to the polls in free elections. And in
Europe, I will talk with leaders at NATO and
the European Union about how we can work
together to take advantage of the historic op-
portunities now before us.

Leaders on both sides of the Atlantic un-
derstand that the hopes for peace in the
world depend on the continued unity of free
nations. We do not accept a false caricature
that divides the Western world between an
idealistic United States and a cynical Europe.
America and Europe are the pillars of the
free world. We share the same belief in free-
dom and the rights of every individual, and
we are working together across the globe to
advance our common interest and common
values.

In Iraq, our shared commitment to free
elections has stripped the car bombers and
assassins of their most powerful weapon,
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their claim to represent the wishes and aspi-
rations of the Iraqi people. In these elections,
the European Union provided vital technical
assistance. NATO is helping to train army of-
ficers, police, and civilian administrators of
anew Iraq. And 21 of our European coalition
partners are providing forces on the ground.
America and Europe are also working to-
gether to advance the cause of peace in the
Holy Land, where we share the same goal
of two democratic states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace and free-
dom.

In my Inaugural Address, I said that the
liberty we espouse is a universal aspiration.
Many Americans trace their roots back to
Europe, and we can trace many of our found-
ing ideals there as well. It was a Frenchman
who taught the Framers of our Constitution
the importance of the separation of powers.
It was a Scot who explained the virtues of
a free market. It was an Englishman who
challenged us to correct the principal defect
of our founding, the plague of slavery. And
it was an Italian who gave us our name,
America.

America’s strong ties to Europe are re-
flected in the largest two-way trading and in-
vestment relationship in the world. Today
more than a fifth of all U.S. exports go to
the European Union, and millions of Ameri-
cans depend for their paychecks on the local
affiliates of European parent companies.

I will work with our European partners to
open markets and expand opportunities for
our businesses, our workers, and farmers,
and to advance the Doha Round of trade
talks. I will make clear that one of my top
priorities is to reduce the remaining Euro-
pean barriers to U.S. agricultural goods.

Even the best of friends do not agree on
everything. But at the dawn of the 21st cen-
tury, the deepest values and interests of
America and Europe are the same, defeating
terrorism, conquering poverty, expanding
trade, and promoting peace. On both sides
of the Atlantic, terrorist attacks on our cities
and civilians have shown that freedom has
dangerous enemies and that the key to a last-
ing peace is the advance of human liberty.

Today, security and justice and prosperity
for our world depend on America and Eu-
rope working in common purpose. That
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makes our transatlantic ties as vital as they
have ever been. And during my visit to Eu-
rope next week, I will discuss with our friends
and allies how we can strengthen those ties
to build a future of peace and freedom for
our children.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
February 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
19. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 18 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks in Brussels, Belgium
February 21, 2005

Guy, or Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for
your kind introduction, and thank you for
your warm hospitality. Distinguished guests
and ladies and gentlemen: Laura and I are
really glad to be back. I'm really pleased to
visit Brussels again, the capital of a beautiful
nation, the seat of the European Union and
the NATO Alliance. The United States and
Belgium are close allies, and we will always
be warm friends.

You know, on this journey to Europe, I
follow in some large footsteps. More than
two centuries ago, Benjamin Franklin arrived
on this continent to great acclaim. An ob-
server wrote, “His reputation was more uni-
versal than Leibnitz or Newton, Frederick
or Voltaire, and his character more beloved
and esteemed than any or all of them.” The
observer went on to say, “There was scarcely
a peasant or a citizen who did not consider
him as a friend to humankind.” I have been
hoping for a similar reception—[laughter]—
but Secretary Rice told me I should be a real-
ist. [Laughter]

I appreciate the opportunity, in this great
hall, to speak to the peoples of Europe. For
more than 60 years, our nations stood to-
gether to face great challenges of history. To-
gether, we opposed totalitarian ideologies
with our might and with our patience. To-
gether, we united this continent with our
democratic values. And together we mark,
year by year, the anniversaries of freedom,



