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from uncovering their programs and their
possible relationships with terrorists. And the
work our intelligence men and women do
is, by nature, secret, which is why the Amer-
ican people never hear about many of their
successes. I'm proud of the efforts of our in-
telligence workers, and I'm proud of their
commitment to the security of our country.
And the American people should be proud
too.

And that’s why this report is important. It
will enable these fine men and women to
do their jobs in better fashion, to be able
to more likely accomplish their mission,
which is to protect the American people. And
that’s why I'm grateful to the Commission
for this hard work.

The President and his national security
team must have intelligence that is timely
and intelligence that is accurate. In their re-
port today, the Commission points out that
America needs to know much more about
the weapons programs and intentions of our
most dangerous adversaries. They have given
us useful and important guidance that will
help us transform our intelligence capabili-
ties for the needs of a dangerous new cen-
tury

In other words, we need to adjust. We
need to understand the threats and adjust
our capabilities to meet those threats. We
will work to give our intelligence profes-
sionals the tools they need. Our collection
and analysis of intelligence will never be per-
fect, but in an age where our margin for error
is getting smaller, in an age in which we are
at war, the consequences of underestimating
a threat could be tens of thousands of inno-
cent lives. And my administration will con-
tinue to make intelligence reforms that will
allow us to identify threats before they fully
emerge so we can take effective action to
protect the American people.

I'm grateful for your hard work. And now
the Chairman of the Commission and the
Co-Chairman of the Commission have
agreed to answer your questions.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in Room
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.
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Proclamation 7877—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2005

March 31, 2005

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

In proclaiming the first Victims™ Rights
Week in 1981, President Reagan said, “it is
time all of us paid greater heed to the plight
of victims.” Since then, America has made
great progress in treating crime victims with
greater respect, meeting their needs, and
providing them with help, hope, and healing.
Each year, during National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, we remember those who have
lost their lives in violent crimes. We also
renew our commitment to address the needs
of victims and their families and to build pub-
lic awareness of crime victims’ rights.

The violent crime rate is at its lowest point
in three decades. We must remain steadfast
in our efforts to make America safer for all
citizens and fairer for victims of crime. The
Department of Justice has received historic
levels of funding for programs to protect
women and prosecute criminals. Family Jus-
tice Centers are helping local communities
provide comprehensive services to victims of
domestic crime and their loved ones. State
and local law enforcement officials are con-
tinuing to serve the public and assist victims
of crime. I signed into law the Justice for
All Act of 2004, which expands DNA testing
and enhances the scope and enforceability
of crime victims’ rights.

As we work to combat crime and support
victims, we must also ensure the fairness and
effectiveness of our criminal justice system.
All 50 States and the Federal Government
have passed important legal protections for
victims of violent crime, and more than half
the States have amended their constitutions
to guarantee rights for victims. My Adminis-
tration continues to support the bipartisan
Crime Victims® Rights Amendment to the
Constitution, which would safeguard basic
rights for victims regarding their safety, noti-
fication of public proceedings involving the
crime, and claims of restitution.
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Across our Nation, individuals and organi-
zations—including faith-based and commu-
nity groups—are dedicated to defending and
securing the rights of crime victims and pro-
viding hope and healing to those who hurt.
Together, their commitment and compassion
help ensure that our legal system stands up
for the rights of victims and that our commu-
nities step forward to lend a hand to people
in need. During this week, we honor their
extraordinary work and renew our pledge to
protect the rights of crime victims.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 10 through
April 16, 2005, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to
highlight and advance the cause of victims’
rights in their communities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 4, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 5.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Function To Submit a Report
Relating to Millennium Challenge
Corporation Activities

March 31, 2005

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Function to Submit
a Report Relating to Millennium Challenge
Corporation Activities

Consistent with section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, the function of the
President under section 613 of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2004 (Division
D of Public Law 108-199) is assigned to the
Secretary of State.
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The Secretary of State shall perform such
function in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information the disclosure of which
could impair foreign relations, national secu-
rity, the deliberative processes of the Execu-
tive, or the performance of the Executive’s
constitutional duties. Heads of departments
and agencies shall, to the extent permitted
by law, furnish to the Secretary information
the Secretary requests to perform such func-
tion, in the format and on the schedule speci-
fied by the Secretary.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provision of any Act shall be deemed to in-
clude references to any hereafter-enacted
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:07 a.m., April 1, 2005]

NotE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on April 4.

Remarks on the Helping America’s
Youth Initiative
April 1, 2005

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Thanks. I thought you were going to
say you couldn’t give the speech because you
were suffering from jetlag. [Laughter] Laura
just got back from Afghanistan and reported
that freedom is a beautiful thing, that society
is changing because the people are free
there.

And it’s quite a job I have when you get
to be introduced by your wife. I want to
thank you all for coming. I'm a lucky man
that Laura said yes when I asked her to marry
me. She is a great mom, fabulous wife. She’s
doing a wonderful job as our First Lady. She
is a tireless advocate for children in our coun-
try. She is a teacher. And you learn a thing
or two when you marry a teacher. [Laughter]
You learn to behave yourself—[laughter]—
most of the time. [Laughter]

And you learn that a single soul can make
a difference in a young person’s life. That’s



